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ABSTRACT
This  s t ud y  makes an i n - d e p t h  a n a l y s i s  o f  t he  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c  
o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  who r o s e  from t he  obs cu r e  rank o f  a t e n a n t  
f a r m e r ' s  son t o  t h e  g o ve r n o r s h i p  o f  Texas .  Limi ted  t o  t h e  1906,  1910,  
and 1912 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaigns ,  t h e  s t ud y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i s c u s s e s  
1) C o l q u i t t ' s  background and s p e a ke r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  2) h i s  t h r e e  cam­
p a i g n s ,  3) h i s  a ud i e nc e s  and o c c a s i o n s ,  4) h i s  methods o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
a p o l i t i c a l  image,  5) h i s  s p e c i f i c  speech p r e p a r a t i o n ,  b a s i c  p r e m i s e s ,  
l i n e s  o f  a rgument ,  and use o f  e v i d e n c e ,  6) h i s  mot ive  a p p e a l s ,  and 7) 
h i s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  as  a s p e a k e r .  The s t u d y  i s  based on pr imary  mate­
r i a l s  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  housed a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas 
a t  Aus t in  A r c h i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n u s c r i p t ,  t y p e s c r i p t ,  and p r i n t e d  i n f o r ­
mat ion .  Othe r  p r imary  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  C o l q u i t t  L e t t e r s ,  t he  
R a i l r o ad  Commission P a p e r s ,  t he  C o l q u i t t  Sc rapbooks ,  newspaper s ,  and 
o f f i c i a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e c o r d s .  Speech t e x t s  used in t h i s  s t ud y  c o n s i s t  
o f  comple te  m a n u s c r i p t  and p r i n t e d  c o p i e s  o f  major  s peeches  and speech 
e x c e r p t s  which a r e  l o c a t e d  in t h e  C o l q u i t t  Pape r s .
C o l q u i t t ' s  consuming p a s s i o n  f o r  p o l i t i c s  dominated h i s  l i f e .
He found t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r en a  t o  be e x c i t i n g  and c h a l l e n g i n g .  More 
i m p o r t a n t ,  however ,  i t  p rov i de d  him wi t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in a p r o f e s s i o n  in which he was p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o f i c i e n t .
On t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i l ,  C o l q u i t t  spoke p r i m a r i l y  t o  w h i t e ,  
r u r a l ,  P r o t e s t a n t  a u d i e n c e s .  Some o f  h i s  speak i ng  o c ca s i o n s  were e l a b ­
o r a t e ,  wh i l e  o t h e r s  were s imple  in n a t u r e .  The c a r e f u l l y  p repa r ed
messages  C o l q u i t t  c a r r i e d  t o  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  stemmed from t h r e e  b a s i c  
assumpt ions  which e x p r e s s e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  1) l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  
was t h e  b e s t  form o f  government ,  2) un n e ce s sa ry  and u n t r i e d  laws ham­
pered  t he  p e o p l e ' s  p r o g r e s s  and f o s t e r e d  p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e ,  and 3) gov­
ernment  shou ld  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  t he  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  t h e  p eo p l e .  
C o l q u i t t ' s  s peak ing  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he was aware o f  and made a dec i ded  
e f f o r t  t o  p r o j e c t  a p o s i t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  image.  To enhance  f u r t h e r  t he  
p e r s u a s i v e  impact  o f  h i s  s p ee c h e s ,  he used a rguments  which appea l ed  t o  
both reason  and emot ion.
Thi s  s t ud y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  1) C o l q u i t t ' s  s peeches  were no t  e l o ­
q u e n t ,  b u t  were p r a g m a t i c a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  in winning v o t e s ,  2) w h i l e  some 
o f  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n  was o f  a p e r s ona l  n a t u r e ,  he was o f t e n  a c t u a t e d  by 
h i s  d e s i r e  t o  h e l p  p e o p l e ,  and 3) he p o s s i b l y  d e s e rv ed  a more i m p o r t a n t  
p l a ce  in t he  h i s t o r y  o f  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  Texas p o l i t i c s .
C o l q u i t t  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  and unusual  man. He was o u t s poken .  
He s a i d  what  he h o n e s t l y  b e l i e v e d .  Some o f  t he  t ime h i s  views r e f l e c t e d  
u n f a vo r a b l y  on h i s  f r i e n d s  and f o e s .  Some o f  t he  t ime  h i s  views were 
no t  p o l i t i c a l l y  e x p e d i e n t .  C o l q u i t t  was h o n e s t .  He t r i e d  t o  g ive  h i s  
c o n s t i t u e n t s  what  he promised.  He d id  n o t  use h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  p e cu n ia r y  
g a i n .  C o l q u i t t  was humane. Many of  h i s  programs were aimed a t  im­
p rov ing  t he  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t he  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  and m i s t r e a t e d .  C o l q u i t t  
worked long and hard  in  h i s  chosen p r o f e s s i o n ,  expending  e x t e n s i v e  
energy  t o  i n s u r e  both p o l i t i c a l  and pe r sona l  s u c c e s s .  From an e a r l y  age 
he d i s p l a y e d  an i n h e r e n t  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n ,  and t h rough  s e l f - s t u d y  became 
knowledgeable  in s e v e r a l  d i s c i p l i n e s .  He made m i s t a k es - - s o me  were d e ­
l i b e r a t e ,  some were a c c i d e n t a l .  On some oc c a s i o n s  h i s  a l mos t  c h i l d - l i k e  
s t ub b or nn es s  t h wa r t e d  p r o g r e s s  and c r e a t e d  s t r i f e .  But  in s p i t e  o f  h i s
s ho r t c omi n gs ,  as t h e  Houston Da i ly  P os t  o f  J a n u a ry  16,  1915,  r e p o r t e d  
when C o l q u i t t  concluded h i s  t e n u r e  as  g o v e r n o r ,  he l a b o r e d  d i l i g e n t l y  
t o  promote t he  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and l e f t  i t  in a much b e t t e r  
c o n d i t i o n  than  he found i t .
Chapter  1
INTRODUCTION
From t he  t ime  o f  h i s  cha i r mans h i p  o f  t he  Kaufman County Demo­
c r a t i c  Committee in 1890 u n t i l  h i s  appo i n t men t  by P r e s i d e n t  Hoover as a 
member o f  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  Board o f  Media t i on  in 1929,  Oscar  Branch 
C o l q u i t t  was an a c t i v e  and f o r m id ab l e  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e .  Al though h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  were c o nf i n ed  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas ,  he 
came t o  n a t i o n a l  prominence t h rough  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
sys tem in Texas d u r i n g  h i s  t e n u r e  as S t a t e  R a i l r oa d  Commissioner  from 
1903 t o  1911,  head ing  t h e  a n t i - S m i t h  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Democrat ic  P a r t y  in 
Texas in 1928,^ and be ing  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a c a b i n e t  p o s t  in t h e  Hoover 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Among h i s  many p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e s  in  Texas were 1) 
member o f  t he  S t a t e  Democrat ic  Commit tee,  1890;  2) s t a t e  s e n a t o r ,  
1895-1899;  3) s t a t e  revenue  a g e n t ,  1898;  4) member o f  t h e  S t a t e  Tax 
Commission,  1899-1900;  5) S t a t e  R a i l r o a d  Commissioner ,  1902-1910;  and 
6) Governor ,  1911-1915.
V h e  Na t i ona l  Cyc l opedia  o f  American Biography ,  Being t h e  His ­
t o r y  o f  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  as I l l u s t r a t e d  in t he  Lives  o f  t h e  Founders ,  
B u i l d e r s ,  and Defenders  o f  t h e  Re pu b l i c ,  and o f  t h e  Men and Women Who 
a r e  Doing t h e  Work and Moulding t h e  Thoughts  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  Time, Vol.  
XXXI (New York: James T. White and Company, 1945) ,  pp.  145-47.
2
George P o r t a l  Huckaby,  "Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t :  a P o l i t i c a l  
Biography"  ( u n p ub l i s he d  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas ,
1946) ,  p.  468.
3
Wal t e r  P r e s c o t t  Webb, e d . , The Handbook o f  T e x a s , Vol.  I 
( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  The Texas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1952) ,  p. 381.
1
When no t  s eek i ng  a p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  o r  a p po i n t m e n t ,  C o l q u i t t
p l ayed  i m p o r t an t  r o l e s  in t he  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a .  He a c t e d  as  a p a id  l o b -  
4
b y i s t  in A u s t i n ;  he campaigned f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e s ;  he
5
e d i t o r i a l i z e d  in h i s  and o t h e r  newspaper s ;  and he p u b l i s h e d  campaign 
l i t e r a t u r e  through  h i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned Free Lance P u b l i s h i n g  Company.^ 
Other  than  an e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  in j o u r n a l i s m ,  a b r i e f  t e n u r e  as a 
newspaper  e d i t o r ,  a s h o r t ,  bu t  f i n a n c i a l l y  r ewar d ing  c a r e e r  as a l awyer  
and minimal i n v e s t men t s  in pe t ro l eum p r o d u c t i o n ,  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  
devo ted  h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e  t o  p o l i t i c s .  Wr i t i ng  in They S a t  in  High 
PI a c e s , James T. DeSh i e l d s ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  C o l q u i t t ' s  " r i s e  t o  eminence 
in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  o f  Texas came as a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  
and h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n . " ^  In a s h o r t  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h ,  C o l q u i t t  
a t t e s t s  t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n :  "I  was an
i n v e t e r a t e  r e a d e r  when I was a boy,  and ou t  o f  my e a r n i n g s  s u b s c r i b e d  
f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  weekly in which I r ead  eve r y  l i n e  o f  p o l i t i c s  and abou t
O
what  Congress  and p u b l i c  men d i d . "  DeShie lds  f u r t h e r  comments t h a t
Beginning l i f e  in p o v e r t y ,  [ C o l q u i t t ]  s t r u g g l e d  h i s  way ou t  
o f  t h a t  d i s t r e s s i n g  c o n d i t i o n ;  and making p o l i t i c s  h i s  c h o i c e ,  s t u d  
i e d  t h e  i s s u e s  in a l l  i t s  [ s i c ]  phases  and from a p r a c t i c a l  u t i l i ­
t a r i a n  s t a n d p o i n t ,  w i t h o u t  p a s s i o n ,  p r e j u d i c e  o r  s e n t i m e n t a l  mo­
t i v e s ,  and h i s  temperament  was thus  adop ted  t o  t h e  l a b o r i o u s  d e t a i l
4Webb, p. 381.
^0.  B. C o l q u i t t ,  Governor  0.  B. C o l q u i t t  T e l l s  o f  E a r l y  L i f e  
and o f  His Newspaper and P o l i t i c a l  Exper i ence  ( P i t t s b u r g ,  Texas :  
P i t t s b u r g  [Texas ]  G a z e t t e , February  16,  1934) ,  p.  15.
^Huckaby,  p. 455.
^James T. DeShields,  They Sat  in High P laces :  t h e  P r e s id e n t s
and Governors o f  Texas (San Antonio, Texas: The Naylor Company, 1940),
p. 403.
^ C o lq u i t t ,  p. 17.
and d i f f i c u l t  t a s k s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  more c o mp l e t e l y  t han  t h a t  
o f  most  men who succeed  in r e a c h i n g  t he  Go ve r no r s h i p .  Of such mate 
r i a l ,  wi th  such t r a i t s ,  a r e  s t a t e s me n  made .9
Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e  Democrat  and a n t i - P r o h i b i ­
t i o n i s t ,  had a long and a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  I t s  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a s p e c t  began wi th  h i s  v i c t o r y  ove r  Wi l l i am H. " A l f a l f a  B i l l "  Murray in 
1895 f o r  t he  Texas S t a t e  Sena te  and ended in  h i s  d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  Uni t ed  
S t a t e s  Sena t e  in 1916. Between h i s  v i c t o r y  in 1895 and h i s  d e f e a t  in 
1916,  C o l q u i t t  was c o n s t a n t l y  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e ,  s e r v i n g  t h r e e
10terms  on t he  R a i l r o a d  Commission and two t e rms  as  Governor  o f  Texas .
One o f  t he  purposes  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t o  s t u d y  t he  
methods used by an i n d i v i d u a l  who employs o r a l  communicat ion t o  a ch i e ve  
some end.  This  s t u d y ,  t h e n ,  p roposes  t o  make an i n - d e p t h  a n a l y s i s  o f  
how one s pea ke r  u t i l i z e d  t he  c l a s s i c a l  concep t  o f  i n v e n t i o n  in t he  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  h i s  speeches .
The major  t h r u s t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  s tems from h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t s  in b e h a l f  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p  o f  Texas .  Thi s  s t udy  
i s  l i m i t e d  t o  h i s  1906,  1910,  and 1912 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaigns :  s p e c i f ­
i c a l l y ,  d i s c u s s i n g  1) C o l q u i t t ' s  background and s p e a k e r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  2) 
h i s  t h r e e  campaigns ,  3) h i s  aud ien ce s  and s pea k i ng  o c c a s i o n s ,  4) i n a r ­
t i s t i c  and a r t i s t i c  modes o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  image,  5) h i s  
s p e c i f i c  speech p r e p a r a t i o n ,  h i s  b a s i c  p r e m i s e s ,  h i s  l i n e s  o f  a rgument ,  
h i s  use o f  e v i d e n c e ,  h i s  mot ive  a p p e a l s ,  and 6) h i s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  as  a 
s p ea ke r .
^DeShi e l ds ,  p.  408.
^ A .  Gar land Ada i r  and E l l en  Bohlender  C o a t e s ,  Texas :  I t s  
H i s t o r y  (Chicago:  The John C. Winston Company, 1954) ,  pp.  210-12 ,  and 
Huckaby,  p.  451.
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Ob vi ous ly ,  t h e  amount o f  p r i mary  m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e  was one o f  
t h e  m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r s  in s e l e c t i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  speak i ng  o f  Oscar  
Branch C o l q u i t t  f o r  s t u d y .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  in s p i t e  o f  
t he  l i m i t e d  p o s i t i o n  C o l q u i t t  occup i ed  in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Texas ,  h i s  
r h e t o r i c a l  e f f o r t s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  enough w i t h i n  t hemse l ves  t o  m e r i t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Thi s  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by t he  f o l l o w i n g  t e s t i ­
monies .
F i r s t ,  in h i s  book They Sa t  in  High P l a c e s , James T. DeShie lds
says  t h a t  "as  a campaigner  [ C o l q u i t t ]  ranked wi t h  t h e  a b l e s t  t h a t  Texas
has k n o w n . S e c o n d ,  in  Governors  I Have Known, Hugh Nugent F i t z g e r a l d
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  "was a w i za r d  when i t  came t o  m a r s h a l l i n g  f a c t s
and f i g u r e s  which cau g h t  t h e  e a r s  and minds o f  t h e  Democrats in  t he
12r u r a l  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "  T h i r d ,  George P. Huckaby in  The Handbook 
of  Texas comments:  " C o l q u i t t  was a ' s e l f - m a d e '  man, o b s t i n a t e  y e t  a f f a ­
b l e .  Not a p o l i s h e d  o r a t o r ,  he was a c onv i nc i ng  s p e a k e r  and p o s s e ss ed
o f  t he  ' c o l o r  t h a t  drew a c rowd; '  he was one o f  t h e  most  e f f e c t i v e
13stump s p ea ke r s  in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Te xa s . "
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  second campaign f o r  gove rnor  i l l u s ­
t r a t e s  h i s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  on t h e  stump.  DeShie lds  summarizes t he  r ac e  
as f o l l o w s :
When t h e  Governor  opened h i s  campaign f o r  a second t erm he was 
p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  a b l e  and eminent  Judge Wi l l i am F. Ramsey, who 
had been a Supreme Cour t  J u s t i c e  and was a l e a d e r  a t  t h e  Texas 
b a r - - h e  was induced t o  r e s i g n  from t h e  bench " t o  save  t he  s t a t e . "
11De Sh ie ld s ,  p. 406.
I p
Hugh Nugent  F i t z g e r a l d ,  Governors  I Have Known ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  
Au s t in  A me r i can - S t a t e s ma n , 1927) ,  p.  30.
13Webb, p. 381.
5
The campaign was a memorable one ,  l i k e n e d  t o  t h e  famous Hogg-Clark 
campaign.  "The o p p o s i t i o n  ( s ays  F i t z g e r a l d )  made p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  
bury  ' L i t t l e  Oscar '  a t  t he  p r imary .  I t  seemed t h e  whole s t a t e  was 
one s e e t h i n g  c a l d r o n  o f  b o i l i n g  and s p u t t e r i n g  t a r . "  There  were 
hundreds  o f  s p e l l - b i n d e r s  in t h e  f i e l d  d e t e r mi ne d  t o  o u s t  " L i t t l e  
O sc a r . "  C o l q u i t t  was h i s  own s p e l l - b i n d e r ,  and l i k e  J im Hogg, he 
f ough t  t he  whole bunch a lmos t  s i n g l e - h a n d e d .  Tha t  campaign i s  
a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y ;  bu t  i t  was an u n f o r g e t t a b l e  one in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
c a r e e r  o f  C o l q u i t t .  He s n a t c he d  v i c t o r y  from d e f e a t ,  winning  ove r  
Ramsey by a m a j o r i t y  o f  n e a r l y  50 ,000 .  He was now t h e  Napoleon of  
Texas p o l i t i c s  i n s t e a d  o f  a snowed-under  " L i t t l e  Oscar .
The p r ec ed i ng  s t a t e m e n t s  t end  t o  c o r r o b o r a t e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  was a p o l i t i c a l  o r a t o r  o f  m e r i t  and a f o r m i ­
d ab l e  p o l i t i c a l  f oe .  However,  no d e f i n i t i v e  s t u d y  has been made which 
a na ly z e s  and e v a l u a t e s  t h e  impact  o f  h i s  r h e t o r i c .  C on se q ue n t l y ,  t h i s  
s t udy  w i l l  focus  de se rve d  a t t e n t i o n  on a s i g n i f i c a n t  phase  in  t h e  c a r e e r  
o f  an i mp o r t an t  f i g u r e  in Texas h i s t o r y  and,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  r evea l  
t h e  p e r s u a s i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  which made him so a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  
Texas.
No s t u d i e s  deal  s p e c i f i c a l l y  wi t h  t he  r h e t o r i c  o f  Oscar  Branch
15C o l q u i t t .  In f a c t ,  o t h e r  than nominal  ment ion in Texas h i s t o r y  books ,
14De Sh i e l d s ,  p.  407.
15C o l q u i t t ' s  name and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  ment ioned in t h e  
f o l l o wi n g  books on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  pages .  Sometimes h i s  name i s  c i t e d  and 
a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  e ns ue s .  Other  t imes  s e v e r a l  pages  a r e  devo t ed  t o  
him.
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a t t e n t i o n  t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  p u b l i c  sp ea k i ng .
The second s ou r ce  i s  a s h o r t  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  w r i t ­
t e n  by C o l q u i t t .  Thi s  a c c o u n t ,  r e v i s e d  in book form from a newspaper  
a r t i c l e  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  50th  A n n i ve r s a r y  o f  t he  P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e , i s  
e n t i t l e d  Governor  0. B. C o l q u i t t  T e l l s  o f  E a r ly  L i f e  and o f  His News­
pa pe r  and P o l i t i c a l  E x p e r i e n c e s . The p u b l i c a t i o n ,  on ly  t we n t y - n i n e  
pages in l e n g t h ,  g i ve s  a s u p e r f i c i a l  overview o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .
Thi s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  draws upon pr imary  m a t e r i a l s  found in t he  
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
m a n u s c r i p t  and t y p e s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l s  as wel l  as p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l s .  Of 
t he  c o l l e c t i o n  Huckaby w r i t e s :
The m a nu sc r ip t  and t y p e s c r i p t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  con­
s i s t  o f  51,786 l e t t e r s  in t h e  g en e r a l  c o l l e c t i o n  and 25,713 l e t t e r s  
in  l e t t e r  p r e s s e s .  In a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  253 m i s c e l l a n e o u s  i t e m s ,  
such as Texas R a i l r o a d  Commission p a p e r s ,  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  Board o f  
Media t ion  r e p o r t s ,  Tax Survey Committee r e p o r t s ,  Alamo m a t e r i a l ,  
B a t t l e s h i p  Texas m a t e r i a l ,  and p r e s s  r e l e a s e s .  There  a r e  a l s o  
234 p i c t u r e s ,  mo s t l y  s n a p s h o t s ,  and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  in 
many c a s e s ,  a l t ho u g h  a l a r g e  number o f  them a r e  o f  b a b i e s  who were 
named f o r  Governor  C o l q u i t t .  The co r r e sp on de nc e  i s  no t  q u i t e  com­
p l e t e ,  bu t  ve ry  n e a r l y  s o ,  and i s  e x t e n s i v e  enough t o  g ive  as com­
p l e t e  a p i c t u r e  o f  C o l q u i t t  as cou ld  e v e r  be o b t a i n e d  t h rough  any 
s t u dy  o f  t h i s  k i nd .  Thi s  c o l l e c t i o n  as a whole i s  a ve ry  v a l u a b l e  
s o u r c e ,  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Texas from 1885 t o  1940,  
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  from 1900 t h rough  1916.1®
He c o n t i n u e s :
The p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  in  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  3 ,605 an­
nouncements ,  i n v i t a t i o n s  and c a r d s ,  65 pamp h l e t s ,  137 s t o c k  c e r t i ­
f i c a t e s  and r e c e i p t s ,  3,861 l o o s e  c l i p p i n g s  and 7 ,380 c l i p p i n g s  
p a s t e d  in s c r a p b o o k s ,  270 l e g i s l a t i v e  b i l l s ,  and 593 o t h e r  p r i n t e d  
i t e m s .  These a r e  mo s t l y  concerned  wi th  C o l q u i t t ' s  many p o l i t i c a l  
campaigns ,  and t h e  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  a p p e r t a i n i n g  t h e r e t o .  They s u p ­
plement  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  in t he  m a n us c r i p t  and t y p e s c r i p t  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  v a l u a b l e  a r e  t h e  newspaper  
c l i p p i n g s  in  t h e  s c r a p b o o k s ,  which a r e  a r r a n g e d  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t he
^Huckaby ,  p. 477.
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many campaigns in which C o l q u i t t  p a r t i c i p a t e d . ^
Other  c o l l e c t i o n s  u t i l i z e d  a r e  t he  o f f i c i a l  C o l q u i t t  L e t t e r s  
and t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commission P a pe r s ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  Texas S t a t e  L i b r a r y  
i n  A u s t i n ,  two volumes o f  t h e  C o l q u i t t  Scrapbooks  from 1900 t o  1930,  
found a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  and C o l q u i t t ' s  b i o g r a p h i c a l  
s k e t c h .
Another  s o u r c e  o f  p r imary  m a t e r i a l s  c o n s i s t s  o f  t he  D a l l a s  
[Texas ]  Morning News, t he  Houston [Texas ]  Da i l y  P o s t , t h e  F o r t  Worth 
[Texas ]  S t a r - T e l e g r a m , t h e  San Antonio [Texas ]  E x p r e s s , and t h e  Aus t in  
[Texas ]  S t a tesman which p r o v i de  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  a u d i e n c e s ,  t h e  oc ca ­
s i o n s ,  t h e  r e s ponses  r e c e i v e d ,  and t h e  i t ems  on C o l q u i t t ' s  c an v as s e s  o f  
o f  t h e  s t a t e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  many speech e x c e r p t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from 
t h e s e  newspapers .
Fu r the r mor e ,  o f f i c i a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e c o r d s  such as  t h e  General  
Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , General  and S p e c i a l  Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
T e x a s , J ou r na l  o f  t he  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  T e x a s , and J o u r n a l  o f  
t h e  Sena t e  o f  Texas a r e  c o n s u l t e d .
Speech t e x t s  used c o n s i s t e d  o f  comple te  m a n u s c r i p t s  and p r i n t e d  
co p i e s  o f  major  speeches  and speech e x c e r p t s .  Al though some e x c e r p t s  
were b r i e f ,  many o f  them ran from one t o  f i v e  t y p e w r i t t e n  o r  p r i n t e d  
pages .  The major  speech t e x t s  and t h e  speech e x c e r p t s  a r e  l o c a t e d  in 
t h e  C o l q u i t t  Papers  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t i n .
^Huckaby,  p. 481.
Chapter  2
COLQUITT'S BACKGROUND AND SPEECH PREPARATION
Texas h i s t o r i a n  Ralph W. Steen  in  "The P o l i t i c a l  Ca r ee r  o f
James E. Ferguson,  1914-1917, "  w r i t e s :
The o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  any c i t i z e n  t o  be Governor  o f  Texas i s  
g r e a t l y  enhanced by be ing  t h e  son o f  poor  p a r e n t s ,  by having been a 
l a b o r i n g  man and a f a r mer  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s ,  and then  by hav­
ing made a modera te  s u cc es s  o f  some e n t e r p r i s e . '
I f  S t e e n ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  i s  c o r r e c t  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  was a p e r f e c t  
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a .  He d e c i d e d l y  p o s s e s s e d  t h o s e  q u a l ­
i t i e s  Steen deemed e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  In 
a d d i t i o n ,  C o l q u i t t  had t h r e e  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  components which added t o  
h i s  e x p e r t i s e  as a p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e .  F i r s t ,  in s p i t e  o f  h i s  poor  p a r ­
e n t a g e ,  h i s  genea logy  was r e p l e t e  w i t h  an a r r a y  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t ­
i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  p e r s on ag e s .  Second,  he h i m s e l f  was an a s t u t e  s t u d e n t
o f  p o l i t i c s .  T h i r d ,  he was g i f t e d  w i t h  a measure  o f  what  r h e t o r i c i a n s
2
have g e n e r a l l y  t e rmed " u n t u t o r e d  e l o q u e n c e . "
Thi s  c h a p t e r  p roposes  t o  examine C o l q u i t t ' s  background and 
speech p r e p a r a t i o n .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y  i t  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  h i s  f ami l y  
background,  h i s  formal  e d u c a t i o n ,  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s  as  a member o f  t h e
^Ralph W. S t e e n ,  "The P o l i t i c a l  Ca r ee r  o f  James E. Fe rguson ,  
1914-1917" ( u np u b l i sh e d  M. A. t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t i n ,  
1929) ,  p. 167.
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l ab or in g  c l a s s ,  h i s  t r a i n i n g  in j o u r n a l i s m ,  h i s  b r i e f  c a r e e r  as a law­
y e r ,  h i s  e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p o l i t i c s ,  and h i s  speech 
p r e p a r a t i o n .
In h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  "Oscar Branch C o l q u i t t :  a P o l i t i c a l  Biog­
raphy,"  t he  only d e f i n i t i v e  s tudy  made of  C o l q u i t t ,  George P. Huckaby
observes  t h a t  " . . .  C o l q u i t t  was j u s t l y  proud of  h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
3
a n c e s t r y , "  an a n c e s t r y  which could be t r a c e d  to  the  p r e -Rev ol u t iona ry  
per iod  of  American h i s t o r y .  John C o l q u i t t ,  who died in Cumberland 
County,  V i r g i n i a ,  in 1769, was C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r s t  known a n c e s t o r .  John 
C o l q u i t t ' s  l i n e  descended through him to  Anthony and C h r i s t i a n  (Terry)  
C o l q u i t t ,  p r og re s s i ng  t o  John Ter ry  and Al i ce  (Towens) Dickie C o l q u i t t ,  
Os ca r ' s  g r e a t  g r an d p a r e n t s ,  and then on to  Thomas and El izabe th  
( F r a n k ! i n ) C o l q u i t t ,  O s c a r ' s  g r a n d p a r e n t s . ^
John Terry C o l q u i t t ,  Os c a r ' s  p a t e r na l  g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  was a 
p r i v a t e  in the  American Revolut ion who in "a hand to  hand c o n f l i c t  with 
a B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r  was knocked down and p i erced  through the  f ace  by the 
B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r ' s  sword. While in t h a t  a t t i t u d e  he managed to  ge t  h i s
5
p i s t o l  and sho t  t he  o f f i c e r  dead." A t o t a l  of  seven of  the  C o l q u i t t
3
George P. Huckaby, "Oscar Branch C o l q u i t t :  a P o l i t i c a l  Biog­
raphy" (unpubl i shed  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in ,  
1946),  p. 1.
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The Nat ional  Cyclopedia o f  American Biography,  Being the  His­
t o r y  o f  t he  United S t a t e s ,  as I l l u s t r a t e d  in the  Lives o f  the  Founders,  
B u i l d e r s ,  and Defenders o f  t he  Republ ic ,  and of  t he  Men and Women Who 
are  Doing t he  Work and Moulding the  Thoughts o f  the  P r esen t  Time, Vol . 
XXXI (New York: James T. White and Company, 1945),  p. 146.
5
Pamphlet,  Campaign o f  1906, C o lq u i t t  P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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l i n e a g e  s e r v ed  in t he  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War from V i r g i n i a .  O s c a r ' s  f a t h e r  
s e r ved  as an o f f i c e r  in t he  C on f ed er a t e  army.^
Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  ma t e rna l  g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r  was Michael  
B u r k h a l t e r ,  a c o - t r u s t e e  wi th  James Og le th o r pe  in  t he  found ing  o f  t he
g
colony o f  Georg ia .  According t o  Os c a r ,  B u r k h a l t e r  came t o  Savannah,
Georg ia ,  in 1834 on t h e  s h i p  t h a t  b r ou g h t  t h e  Wes leys ,  John and C h a r l e s .
B u r k h a l t e r  was "one o f  t he  S a l z b u r g e r s ,  and came from Ho l l an d ,  b u t  was
b an i shed  from t he  S a l za  V i l l a g e  in A u s t r i a ,  wi t h  t housands  o f  o t h e r
P r o t e s t a n t s ,  by t he  C a t h o l i c  r u l e r  o f  t he  p r o v i n c e . "  Four o f
B u r k h a l t e r ' s  sons  and a grandson s e r v e d  in t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War as
g
members o f  t h e  Georgia  m i l i t i a .
Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  p a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a t h e r  was Thomas C o l q u i t t .  
He ma r r i e d  E l i z a b e t h  F r a n k l i n ,  a d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e  o f  Benjamin F r a n k l i n ,  
and moved in 1801 t o  F a i r f a x  County,  V i r g i n i a ,  where he became a p r o s ­
perous  p l a n t e r .  At one t ime  Thomas s e r v ed  as  a c o l on e l  in t he  m i l i t i a  
under  General  Andrew Jackson  a g a i n s t  t h e  Alabama I n d i a n s . ^
O s c a r ' s  ma te rna l  g r a n d f a t h e r  was David N. B u r k h a l t e r ,  a Marion 
County,  Georg ia ,  p l a n t e r ,  me rc han t ,  and p r e a c h e r  in t he  Me t ho d i s t  Ep i s -
^0.  B. C o l q u i t t ,  Governor  0.  B. C o l q u i t t  T e l l s  o f  E a r ly  L i f e  and 
o f  His Newspaper and P o l i t i c a l  Expe r i ence  ( P i t t s b u r g ,  Texas :  P i t t s b u r g  
[Texas ]  G a z e t t e , Februa ry  16,  1934) ,  p.  3.
7C o l q u i t t ,  p. 5.
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The Nat iona l  Cycl oped ia  o f  American B i og ra ph y , p.  146.
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C o l q u i t t ,  p. 3.
^0Dermont H. Hardy and Ingrams S. R o b e r t s ,  e d s . ,  H i s t o r i c a l  
Review o f  S o u t h - E a s t  Texas ,  and t h e  Founde r s ,  Leaders  and R e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  Men o f  I t s  Commerce, I n d u s t r y ,  and C iv i c  A f f a i r s , Vol .  I I  ( Ch ic ag o : 
Lewis P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1910) ,  p.  740.
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copal  Church.  David was a s t au n ch  Whig, f r i e n d ,  and s u p p o r t e r  o f  Henry 
Clay.  O s c a r ' s  ma t e r na l  g randmothe r ,  Ann S h o r t  B u r k h a l t e r ,  t r a c e d  he r  
l i n e a g e  t o  t h e  Branch f a m i l y  o f  North C a r o l i n a .  Prominent  members o f  
t h i s  f a m i l y  were John Branch who was S e c r e t a r y  o f  t he  Navy under  Andrew 
J a c k s o n ,  and a c ous i n  who was gove r no r  o f  F l o r i d a . ^
O s c a r ' s  f a t h e r ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  C o l q u i t t ,  was born in  Georgia  
on September  11,  1825. Oscar  r e c a l l s .
My f a t h e r  was an o f f i c e r  in t h e  C on f ed er a t e  army. He owned a 
smal l  p l a n t a t i o n  and twenty  s l a v e s ,  in M i t ch e l l  county  and p r a c t i c e d  
law in C a m i l l a ,  t h e  coun ty  s e a t ,  b e f o r e  t h e  c i v i l  war .  . . .
A f t e r  t h e  c i v i l  war  was ove r  and s l a v e r y  was a b o l i s h e d ,  my 
f a t h e r  c once i ved  t h e  i dea  t h a t  he cou ld  make a f o r t u n e  fa rming f r e e  
negro l a b o r .  He s o l d  h i s  s m a l l e r  farm in M i t c he l l  county  and h i s  
town house in C a m i l l a ,  gave up h i s  law p r a c t i c e ,  and purchased  a 
f o u r  a c r e  p l a c e  in  Thomas,  t en  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  T h o m as v i l l e ,  on t he  
L i t t l e  Ochlochnee r i v e r .  . . . I n d o r s i n g  t h e  s t o r e  acc ou n t s  o f  t he  
f r e e  negro  f a r me rs  i t  t ook  j u s t  f o u r  y e a r s  f o r  him t o  go "dead 
broke"  and he had t o  g i ve  up t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  f o r  a b a l a nc e  due on t h e  
p u r ch as e  p r i c e ,  and we a l mos t  had t o  "walk ou t  o f  t h e  county"  so 
poor  we had become. My f a t h e r  t a l k e d  abou t  coming t o  Texas from 
t h a t  t ime on;  my mother  was opposed t o  e m i g r a t i n g  t o  t h i s  s t a t e .
We moved t o  a farm o f  an unc le  n e a r  M a r i e t t a  in North Georg i a .
F i n a l l y  ou r  f a t h e r  made up h i s  mind t o  move t o  Texas ;  s o l d  a l l  
h i s  farm i mp lement s ,  and o t h e r  s t u f f ,  l oaded  up t h e  househo ld  goods 
compr i s i ng  an "emergant s  [ s i c ]  o u t f i t "  under  t h e  r a i l r o a d  r e g u l a ­
t i o n s ,  and was o f f  t o  A t l a n t a  w h i t h e r  we had t o  go t o  buy an emi­
g r a n t ' s  t i c k e t ;  we had a kinsman who was g ove r no r  o f  Georgia  a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  ou r  funds  were so l i m i t e d  we were no t  a b l e  t o  pu t  up 
a t  a h o t e l ,  so we "camped" in a p u b l i c  wagon y a r d ,  and t h e  nex t  day 
we d e p a r t e d  f o r  Texas ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  D a i n g e r f i e l d  J a n u a ry  t h e  8 t h ,  
1878,  and h e r e  we have been e v e r  s i n c e ,  and a g l o r i o u s  s t a t e  i t  i s  
t o  be i n .  Al though t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  were s p e n t  as  t e n a n t  
f a r m e r - - a  c r o p p e r  on t h e  h a l v e s ,  and t h i n g s  looked any t h i ng  bu t  
r o s y ,  y e t  I n e ve r  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  I t h o ug h t  might
be in  t h e  f u t u r e ;  I n o u r i s h e d  my a mb i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  hope o f  b e t t e r
t h i n g s  ahead.  I was no t  a f r a i d  t o  work a t  a n y t h i ng  t h a t  my hands
cou ld  g e t  t o  do and gave e ve r y  minute  I cou ld  s p a r e  from t o i l  t o
r e a d i n g  such books as I cou ld  g e t  ho ld  o f - - a l w a y s  h i s t o r y  i f  I 
cou ld  g e t  o n e J 2
^ P a m p h l e t ,  Campaign o f  1906, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
^ C o l q u i t t ,  pp. 5-7.
Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  mo th e r ,  Ann E l i z a  B u r k h a l t e r  C o l q u i t t ,
13was born on August  22,  1833,  and was e duca te d  a t  t h e  Wesleyan Female
Academy a t  Macon, Ge or g i a ,  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o l l e g e s  in  t he  wor ld  t o
14i s s u e  g r a d u a t i n g  degrees  t o  women. She r e c e i v e d  h e r  diploma b e f o r e  
t h e  C i v i l  War. One o f  h e r  c l a s s m a t e s  and f r i e n d s  was Martha B u l l o c h ,  
t h e  mother  o f  Theodore Ro o se ve l t  and grandmother  o f  E l eanor  Ro o se ve l t .
O s c a r ' s  m o t h e r ' s  a n c e s t o r s ,  t o o ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t he  Revolu­
t i o n a r y  War. Oscar  w r i t e s :  "The B u r k h a l t e r ' s ,  my m o t h e r ' s  a n c e s t o r s ,
l i v e d  on t h e i r  farms n e a r  Savannah,  t o o ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and were p a r ­
t i c i p a n t s  in  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  on t he  s i d e  o f  t he  C o l o n i s t s . "
In a d d i t i o n  t o  hav ing  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  ma t e rna l  and p a t e r n a l  
a n c e s t r y ,  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  a t t a i n e d  prominence ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in 
Georg i a .  Oscar  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t
One of  t h e  C o l q u i t t s ,  Wal t e r  T . , was Uni t ed  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  from
Georg ia  b e f o r e  t h e  c i v i l  war .  He was in  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  Sena te
when t h e  f i r s t  t r e a t y  f o r  t h e  a nn ex a t i o n  o f  t h e  Republ i c  o f  Texas
came up and made a speech  f o r  i t ,  bu t  i t  was r e j e c t e d  by t h e  vo t e s
o f  s e n a t o r s  from n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  on a cc oun t  o f  t he  s l a v e r y  q u e s t i o n .  
His s on ,  A l f r e d  H. C o l q u i t t ,  was gove rnor  o f  Georgia  when we l e f t  
t h e  s t a t e  t o  come t o  Texas .  He was a f t e r w a r d  in t h e  U. S. Sena t e  
u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h J 5
Huckaby' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t he  p r i d e  t h a t  Oscar  took in h i s  
f a m i l y  genea logy  appea r s  j u s t i f i e d .  He indeed  had r e l a t i v e s  who p r o ­
v i ded  an a s p i r a t i o n  f o r  him.
13 B io g r a p h i c a l  S ouven i r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas ,  C on t a i n i ng  Bio­
g r a p h i c a l  Ske t ches  o f  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P u b l i c ,  and t h e  Many Ea r l y  
S e t t l e d  F a mi l i e s  (Chicago:  F. A. B a t t e y  and Company, 1889) ,  p.  190.
14Thomas Woody, A H i s t o r y  o f  Women's Educa t ion  in t he  Uni t ed  
S t a t e s , Vol .  I I  (New York: The Sc ie nce  P r e s s ,  1929) ,  p. 161.
^ C o l q u i t t ,  pp. 4-5.
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Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ,  t h e  f u t u r e  go v e r n or  o f  Texas and a f i g u r e  
o f  some prominence in t he  Hoover a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , ^  was born in C ami l l a ,  
Mi t ch e l l  County,  Ge or g i a ,  on December 16,  1861.  His f a t h e r  and mother  
were m a r r i e d  on Apr i l  14,  1853,  a t  Buena V i s t a ,  Marion County,
G e o r g i a . ^  Oscar  was t he  f o u r t h  o f  seven c h i l d r e n  born t o  h i s  f a t h e r  
and m o t h e r . ^
At t h e  age o f  s i x t e e n  Oscar  moved from Georgia  t o  Texas wi t h  h i s
p a r e n t s .  His a r r i v a l  in Texas i s  synonymous wi t h  t h e  t ime o f  t he  f i r s t
re co rded  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  O s c a r ' s  formal  e d u c a t i o n .  Oscar  r e c a l l s  t h a t
upon a r r i v i n g  in  Texas he and h i s  f a m i l y
Lived on a r e n t e d  farm t h r e e  m i l e s  wes t  o f  D a i n g e r f i e l d  [ f o r  t h e ]  
f i r s t  y e a r  in  Texas ,  and [ h e ]  walked t o  town t o  a t t e n d  t he  p u b l i c  
school  t h r e e  months a f t e r  t he  c rops  were l a i d  by.  The nex t  two 
y e a r s  [ h e ]  l i v e d  on t h e  Reynolds  farm on Boggy Creek ,  f i v e  mi les  
n o r t h  o f  D a i n g e r f i e l d ,  and a t t e n d e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t h r e e  months a t  
Old Snow H i l l  on t h e  M o r r i s - T i t u s  coun ty  l i n e J ^
During t h i s  p e r i o d  he
a t t e n d e d  school  a t  t h e  o ld  D a i n g e r f i l e d  c o l l e g e  and r e c e i v e d
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Rev. E. M. Sweet .  . . . During t h e  s e s s i o n  [ he ]
boarded a t  t h e  home o f  Hon. John A. Peacock ,  who was a member o f  t he
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  . . . paying  f o r  [ h i s ]  board  by making f i r e s ,  chopping 
wood, and c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  s t o c k . 20
16The Na t i ona l  Cycl opedia  o f  American B i og r a p hy , p. 147.
^ U n d a t e d  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  m a n u s c r i p t ,  C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s ,  Un ive r ­
s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
18
The C o l q u i t t  c h i l d r e n  i n c l u d e  E u l a l i a ,  born Oc tober  6,  1854; 
Ida F l e t c h e r ,  born Febura ry  20,  1856,  who d i ed  in i n f a n c y ;  David Thomas, 
born June 13,  1859;  Oscar  Branch,  born December 16,  1861; Wi l l i am 
F l e t c h e r ,  born Februa ry  17,  1864; John M i l t o n ,  born June 6,  1866; and 
P i e r c e ,  born March 18,  1871.
19 C o l q u i t t ,  p.  7.
20 Undated au to b io g ra p h ic a l  m an u sc r ip t ,  C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  Univer­
s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  from a v a i l a b l e  r e c o r d s  t h e  e x a c t
e x t e n t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  formal  e d u c a t i o n .  The Na t iona l  Cyclopedia  o f
American Biography i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he " r e c e i v e d  bu t  f i v e  months o f  formal  
21s c h o o l i n g . "  George P. Huckaby w r i t e s  t h a t
The e x a c t  amount o f  formal  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  Oscar  r e c e i v e d  i s  no t  
known, as  h i s  own and o t h e r  a ccoun t s  a r e  no t  c l e a r .  These accoun t s  
va ry  from as l i t t l e  as f i v e  months ,  which i s  c l e a r l y  wrong,  t o  d e s ­
c r i b i n g  him as having had an "academy e d u c a t i o n , "  which i s  e q u a l l y
e x a g g e r a t e d . 22
I t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  conc lude  t h a t  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  
e d u c a t i o n  was ,  a t  b e s t ,  meager .  But though he d id  no t  have t h e  advan­
t a g e  o f  a s y s t e m a t i c  formal  e d u c a t i o n ,  he can be commended f o r  h i s  
e f f o r t s  a t  s e l f - e d u c a t i o n .  A p r e v i o u s  q u o t a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  
gave "eve ry  minute  [ h e ]  could  s p a r e  from t o i l  t o  r e a d i n g  such books as 
[ h e ]  cou ld  g e t  ho ld  o f . "  He l a t e r  c o r r o b o r a t e s  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  s e l f -  
s t u d y  by a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  as a boy he "was an i n v e t e r a t e  r e a d e r  o f  h i s ­
t o r y . "  He c r e d i t s  a p a r t  o f  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  t o  a Mr. Reynolds who "had 
l e f t  many i n t e r e s t i n g  books [ i n  h i s  t w o - s t o r y  w h i t e  house]  which [ he ]  
r e a d . "
A f i n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  young C o l q u i t t ' s  e d u c a t i o n  can be 
viewed in t e rms  o f  h i s  mother  who had r e c e i v e d  h e r  diploma from Wesleyan 
Female Academy in Macon, Georg ia .  Al though C o l q u i t t  makes no ment ion 
o f  what  h i s  mother  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a u g h t  him, he r e a d i l y  acknowledges 
" t h a t  t h e  few good l e s s o n s  and p r i n c i p l e s  t a u g h t  [him] by [ h i s ]  mother  
[meant ]  more . . . t han  a l l  t h e  s c h o o l i n g  [ h e ]  e v e r  r e c e i v e d . "
21 The Na t i ona l  Cyc l opedia  o f  American B iog r a phy , p. 146.
22 Huckaby, p. 6.
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While t h e  " l e s s o n s  and p r i n c i p l e s "  t a u g h t  C o l q u i t t  by h i s  
mother  were t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  h e r  
immediate  i n f l u e n c e  was s h o r t l i v e d .  She d i e d  i n  September ,  1879,  and 
a f t e r  t h a t  "home ceased  t o  be t h e  same i n t e r e s t  t o  [ h i m ] . "  So in 1880 
no t  q u i t e  n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  he moved t o  D a i n g e r f i e l d ,  t h e  county  s e a t  
o f  Morr i s  County,  t o  seek employment .  In D a i n g e r f i e l d  he was h i r e d  
f i r s t  as a hod c a r r i e r .  Thi s  j o b  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  l a b o r i o u s  t a s k  o f  
" c a r r y i n g  heavy hods o f  b r i c k  and m o r t a r  up a s t e e p  round l a d d e r  t o  t he  
r o o f  o f  a t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  making o f  a 1 s t a c k ' c h i m n e y . "
C o l q u i t t ' s  n ex t  j o b  was t h a t  o f  a p o r t e r  a t  t h e  D a i n g e r f i e l d
r a i l w a y  d ep o t .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  d u t i e s  o f  h a nd l i ng  a l l  t h e  baggage ,  
sweeping f l o o r s ,  and making f i r e s ,  he began an a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  as a 
t e l e g r a p h e r .  Thi s  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r  a month employment ,  however ,  was soon 
t o  come t o  an end.  A f t e r  two months in h i s  new j o b ,  he was sudden ly
f i r e d .  C o l q u i t t  comments on t h e  i n c i d e n t .
The a ge n t  and o p e r a t o r  [ f o r  whom I worked]  was a " dandyf i ed"  
l i t t l e  f e l l o w  from I l l i n o i s  [who] was p l a y i n g  s o c i e t y  and was fond 
o f  hav ing  h i s  boo t s  always look ing  b r i g h t  and s h in y .  Ashton N o r r i s ,  
who was t hen  c l e r k i n g  in t h e  l e a d i n g  s t o r e  in  town,  bu t  who form­
e r l y  worked in  t he  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ,  asked t h e  a g e n t ,  whose name I 
w i l l  n o t  c a l l ,  "Why d id  you l e t  C o l q u i t t  ou t ? "  The ag en t  r e p l i e d :  
" C o l q u i t t  i s  t h e  h a r d e s t  working boy I e v e r  saw and I n e ve r  had t o  
t e l l  him t o  do a n y t h i n g ,  and I had n o th i n g  a t  a l l  a g a i n s t  him,  but  
I wanted my boo t s  s h i ned  eve r y  morning and I d i d n ' t  want  t o  ask 
C o l q u i t t  t o  do i t ,  so I l e t  him ou t  and go t  me a n i g g e r  t o  s h i n e  
my b o o t s ."
A f t e r  be ing  f i r e d  by t h e  D a i n g e r f i e l d  a g e n t ,  C o l q u i t t  took 
a n o t h e r  menial  j o b  in a f u r n i t u r e  f a c t o r y ,  " t u r n i n g  ou t  b e ds t e a d  p o s t s  
[ and ]  t u r n i n g  ou t  more o f  them in a day t han  any one in  t h e  f a c t o r y . "  
Al though h i s  employer  d i d  no t  want  him t o  q u i t  t h e  j o b ,  he r e c a l l e d  
t h o s e  boyhood a s p i r a t i o n s  " o f  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  ahead" and conc luded  t h a t  
he "was a mb i t i o u s  t o  be a l awyer  o r  an e d i t o r ,  and a chance came."
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The chance  t o  which he r e f e r r e d  was a vacancy in  t he  p r i n t i n g  
o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Mor r i s  County [Texas ]  Banner . The job  was t h a t  o f  a 
" p r i n t e r ' s  d e v i l . "
Upon l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e  vacancy ,  young C o l q u i t t  approached Frank 
M i t c h e l l ,  t h e  e d i t o r ,  and a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  j o b ,  d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  " s c h o o l ­
ing which seemed so d e f i c i e n t , "  bu t  c o n f i d e n t l y  a s s u r i n g  M i t c he l l  t h a t  
he "was a p r e t t y  good s p e l l e r  and cou ld  ' l e a r n  a n y t h i n g , '  and . . . 
t h o u g h t  [ he ]  cou ld  do most  a n y t h i n g . "  C o l q u i t t  pe r suaded  Mi t c h e l l  t o  
h i r e  him and,  even though t h e  pay was l e s s  than  what he was making in 
t h e  f u r n i t u r e  f a c t o r y ,  he a c c e p t e d  t he  j ob  b e ca us e ,  a c c or d i ng  t o  
C o l q u i t t ,  " I  was a m b i t i o u s .  Thi s  was my chance and I took advantage  o f  
i t  and I go t  t h e  r e s t  o f  my e d u c a t i o n  in t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e . "
L a t e r  when Frank M i t c h e l l  s o l d  t h e  Morr i s  County Banner  and 
purchased  t h e  Independen t  Banner  [ G r e e n v i l l e ,  T e x a s ] ,  he took C o l q u i t t  
wi t h  him. C o l q u i t t  worked in  G r e e n v i l l e  u n t i l  J a n u a r y ,  1884,  o f t e n  
s e t t i n g  up a l l  t h e  t y p e ,  w r i t i n g  t h e  l o c a l  news and on one o c c a s i o n ,  
e d i t i n g  t h e  pape r .  In 1884 M i t c he l l  dec i ded  t h a t  he wanted a p r i n t e r  o f  
more e x p e r i e n c e  t ha n  C o l q u i t t  and t e r m i n a t e d  h i s  employment ,  but  sug­
g e s t e d  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  s t a r t  a pape r  o f  h i s  own a t  P i t t s b u r g ,  Texas .  So 
wi t h  $175.00 which Oscar  had saved w h i l e  employed by Mi t c h e l l  and a 
recommendat ion from M i t c h e l l  t o  t he  S t .  Louis  Type Foundry t o  s e l l  
C o l q u i t t  a " co u n t r y  newspaper  o u t f i t , "  Osca r ,  a t  t he  age o f  twen ty -  
t h r e e ,  embarked on h i s  f i r s t  i nde pen de n t  j o u r n a l i s t i c  v e n t u r e  as owner,  
p u b l i s h e r ,  and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e . By t h e  end o f  t he  
f i r s t  y e a r  o f  h i s  e d i t o r s h i p ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  paper  was p a id  in  f u l l .
One y e a r  l a t e r ,  i n  Oc tobe r ,  1886,  he s o l d  t h e  paper  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  
Wi l l i am F. C o l q u i t t ,  moved t o  T e r r e l l ,  in  Kaufman County,  and bought
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t h e  T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  S t a r  and l a t e r  t h e  T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  Times which he 
c o n s o l i d a t e d  as  t h e  T e r r e l l  T i m e s - S t a r . He enjoyed  f i n a n c i a l  s ucc es s  
in t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  in 1900 s o l d  h i s  paper  and took  up a 
s t u d y  o f  l a w . ^
Al though Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  c a r e e r  as a p r a c t i c i n g  l awyer  
was a b r i e f  one ,  i t  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  in  h i s  r i s e  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  in  
l i f e  he d e s i r e d .  George P. Huckaby d e s c r i b e s  C o l q u i t t ' s  a s p i r a t i o n s .
Having been born poor ,  and be ing  what  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t e rmed a 
" se l f - m a de  man," he had by f o r c e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  and c o n s i d e r a b l e  hard  
work advanced h i m s e l f  u n t i l  he was r ec og n i ze d  as one o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
and c i v i c  l e a d e r s  o f  T e r r e l l .  Had he been c o n t e n t  t o  remain on ly  
t h a t ,  he would have p r oba b l y  s t a y e d  in t he  newspaper  b u s i n e s s ,  f o r  
he seemed f i t t e d  f o r  t h a t  work,  and he had made a marked f i n a n c i a l  
s u c c es s  o f  h i s  p u b l i s h i n g  company.
C o l q u i t t ,  however ,  was no t  s a t i s f i e d  wi t h  h i s  s t a t i o n  in  l i f e .  
Thus around t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  19th c e n t u r y ,  he began a s t ud y  o f  law.  At 
t h a t  t ime  i t  was no t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a k e  formal  law c ou r s es  in  a u n i v e r ­
s i t y ,  so t r u e  t o  h i s  n a t u r e  C o l q u i t t  mere ly  purchased  a su pp l y  o f  law 
books and i n i t i a t e d  a program o f  s e l f - s t u d y .  Al though t h e  s t a n d a r d  
p r a c t i c e  o f  t he  day was f o r  an a s p i r i n g  young l awyer  t o  s t ud y  as an 
a p p r e n t i c e  wi t h  a more seasoned  l awyer ,  C o l q u i t t  who was then  a lmos t  
f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  a ge ,  conducted  an independen t  s t u d y ,  e v e n t u a l l y  a p p l y ­
ing t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  o f  Kaufman County f o r  a l i c e n s e .  The l i c e n s e  
was g r a n t e d  and he became a p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y  o f  law.  Three  months 
l a t e r  t h e  Supreme Cour t  o f  Texas a u t h o r i z e d  him t o  p r a c t i c e  law in  any 
c o u r t  in t h e  s t a t e .
The b r i e f  law p r a c t i c e  conducted  by C o l q u i t t  was a l u c r a t i v e  
one.  Huckaby w r i t e s  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  "soon had a l a r g e  c l i e n t e l e .  Judg ing
28
C o l q u i t t ,  pp.  8-18.
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from h i s  co r r e sp o n d e nc e  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i t  would a pp ea r  t h a t  he had com­
p a r a t i v e l y  few t r i a l  c a s e s ,  bu t  s p e c i a l i z e d  in  damage c l a i m s ,  c o l l e c ­
t i o n s ,  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  e s t a t e s ,  and as  an a d v i s e r  and t r u s t e e  f o r  m i n o r s . "  
In a d d i t i o n ,  C o l q u i t t  had formed a f i n a n c i a l l y  r ewar d ing  f r i e n d s h i p  wi th  
t he  then  Governor  o f  Texas Joseph D. Sayers  which a l l owed  him t o  a c t  as 
an a ge n t  in t h e  s e c u r i n g  o f  a number o f  pardons  f o r  c o n v i c t s  in  t he  
p e n i t e n t i a r y , a common p r a c t i c e  i n v o l v i n g  f i l l i n g  ou t  l e g a l  fo r ms ,  
f i l i n g  t h e s e  forms wi t h  t h e  p ro p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and s e c u r i n g  a f f i d a v i t s  
from p r i s o n  o f f i c i a l s  as  t o  t h e  conduc t  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r  conce rned .
Another  phase  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  c a r e e r  in  law was f i n a n c i a l l y  
r e mu n e r a t i v e .  Huckaby p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t
C o l q u i t t ' s  most  l u c r a t i v e  work as an a t t o r n e y  . . . was p e r ­
formed as a member o f  t h e  " t h i r d  house" o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He 
began a c t i v e  l obby i ng  wi th  t h e  opening o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  t he  
t w e n t y - s i x t h  l e g i s l a t u r e .  . . .  His l obbying  p e r t a i n e d  t o  a wide 
a s s o r t m e n t  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  and s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  and c o r ­
p o r a t i o n s  were numbered among h i s  c l i e n t s .
I nc l uded  among t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  who p a id  f o r  h i s  s e r ­
v i c e s  as a l o b b y i s t  were t he  Pul lman Pa l ace  Car Company o f  Chicago,  
Char l e s  L. Kribs  o f  D a l l a s ,  t h e  Viavi  Company o f  San F r a n c i s c o ,  and 
b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e s  and f r i e n d s  o f  T e r r e l l ,  Texas .
I t  seems r e a s o n a b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  conc lude  t h a t  Oscar  Branch 
C o l q u i t t ' s  b r i e f  c a r e e r  as  a lawyer  was a p o s i t i v e  f o r c e  i n  h i s  l i f e .
I t  was not  on ly  f i n a n c i a l l y  r e wa r d i n g ,  b u t  h i s  e n t i r e  law c a r e e r ,  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  work as  a pa id  l o b b y i s t ,  was an i m p o r t a n t  s t e p p i n g  
s t o n e  f o r  h i s  more consuming p a s s i on  f o r  p o l i t i c s .
That  a consuming p a s s i on  f o r  p o l i t i c s  was t h e  c h i e f  m o t i v a t i n g  
f o r c e  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  seems u n d e n i a b l e .  Huckaby 
s u b s t a n t i a t e s  t h i s  c o n c l u s i on  in  t h i s  manner .
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P o l i t i c s  was in h i s  b l o o d ,  and as a ho r s e  t h a t  was t r a i n e d  t o  p u l l  a 
f i r e  eng i ne  cou ld  n e ve r  outgrow a ne rvous  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  sound o f  
a f i r e  s i r e n ,  so each b i e n n i a l  p o l i t i c a l  campaign was a p t  t o  f i n d  
C o l q u i t t  h i m s e l f  runn ing  f o r  some o f f i c e ,  o r ,  a t  t h e  l e a s t ,  a c t i v e l y  
campaigning f o r  someone e l s e . 24
The e a r l i e s t  a ccoun t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  i n t e r e s t  in p o l i t i c s  comes 
from t h e  f u t u r e  Governor  h i m s e l f .  As a t e n a n t  farm boy in Morr i s  
County,  Texas ,  C o l q u i t t  r e c a l l s ,  "when I was a boy,  and ou t  o f  my meager 
e a r n i n g s  [ I ]  s u b s c r i b e d  f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  weekly in which I read ever y  
l i n e  o f  p o l i t i c s  about  what  c on g re ss  and p u b l i c  men d i d . "  So even as a 
young boy,  as a l a t e r  q u o t a t i o n  i m p l i e s ,  p o l i t i c s  was fo r emos t  in h i s  
mind and he " kep t  r i g h t  up w i t h"  t h e  s u b j e c t .
C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r s t  r e a l  e n c o u n t e r  wi t h  p o l i t i c s  came e a r l y .  He
r e c ou n t s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .
A S t a t e  S e n a t o r  was t o  be nominated in  1880 f o r  t he  d i s t r i c t  com­
posed o f  e a s t  Texas c o u n t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  Mo r r i s .  I t  was t h e  custom 
t o  r o t a t e  t h i s  honor  between t h e  c o u n t i e s  and i t  was Morr i s  c o u n t y ' s  
t ime  t o  have t h e  s e n a t o r .  There  were two c a n d i d a t e s ,  and John A. 
Peacock was one o f  them. I found we l i v e d  in t h e  Cason p r e c i n c t  
and t he  p r e c i n c t  co nv en t i on s  were t o  be he ld  S a tu r da y  a f t e r n o o n s .
I plowed u n t i l  noon and had Sa tu rd ay  a f t e r n o o n  o f f .  I s a i d  n o t h i ng  
about  i t  t o  any one ,  bu t  jumped on t h e  mule I had plowed wi th  a l l  
week and rode him t o  Cason,  some f i v e  m i l e s  away.
Found t h e r e ,  Lee T i t t l e ,  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  peace  and p r e c i n c t  
cha i r man ,  had no t  t h o u g h t  o f  ho ld i ng  a mee t ing .  I go t  him and 
s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  t o g e t h e r ,  e l e c t i n g  him as cha i r man ,  and I was e l e c t e d  
s e c r e t a r y .  I had p re pa r ed  some high sounding r e s o l u t i o n s  which I 
had cop i ed  in t h e  main ou t  o f  my p o l i t i c a l  weekly .  I r ead  them and 
moved t h a t  t h e y  be ado p ted .  They c a r r i e d  unanimous ly ,  f o r  t hey  
sounded good and I was h i g h l y  compl imented on them by my e l d e r s  in 
t h e  mass me et ing .  I was e l e c t e d  one o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  county  
c onven t i on  [ a t  D a i n g e r f i e l d ] .  I was then  19 y e a r s  o l d . 25
The D a i n g e r f i e l d  conven t i on  was he ld  a week l a t e r  a t  t he  c o u r t ­
house.  At t h i s  conven t i on  "some q u e s t i o n  was r a i s e d  as t o  C o l q u i t t ' s
24 Huckaby, p. 62.
^ C o l q u i t t ,  pp. 17-19.
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2 6age ,  bu t  he remained d i s c r e e t l y  s i l e n t ,  and was s e a t e d . "  The conven­
t i o n  began wi th  t he  b u s i n e s s  a t  hand be ing  t h a t  o f  e l e c t i n g  a Democrat ic  
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  s e n a t e .
On t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t  I vo ted  f o r  Frank M i t c h e l l ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
county  paper  who l a t e r  made me a " d e v i l "  in h i s  o f f i c e .  He a r o s e  
in t h e  c onven t i on  and thanked t h e  "young man from Cason, "  bu t  s a i d  
he was no t  a c a n d i d a t e .  The t w o - t h i r d s  r u l e  was adop ted  and n e i t h e r  
of  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  had t w o - t h i r d s  f o r  many b a l l o t s .
P r obab l y  as many as 100 b a l l o t s  had been t a k e n ,  one a f t e r  
a n o t h e r ,  w i t h o u t  a n o mi na t i on ,  when two o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  from 
D a i n g e r f i e l d  became t h i r s t y  f o r  a d r i n k  o f  l i q u o r  and r e t i r e d  t o  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c l e r k ' s  room and c l o s e d  t h e  door  t o  imbibe .  Most 
everybody ,  i t  seemed t o  me drank t h e n ,  and most  o f  them drank too  
much. I had made some s tudy  o f  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r u l e s ,  t o o ,  and
d ur i n g  t h e  absence  o f  t h e s e  two gent lemen who were g r a t i f y i n g
t h e i r  a p p e t i t e s ,  t h e  r o l l  was c a l l e d  and when comple ted  Peacock 
had t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t w o - t h i r d s  t o  nominate  him. A d i s c u s s i o n  a r o s e  
about  i t  and I r o s e  and made t h e  p o i n t  o f  o r d e r  t h a t  he had two- 
t h i r d s  o f  t h e  vo t e s  c a s t  and demanded Peacock be d e c l a r e d  t h e  nom­
i n e e .  The chai rman ag r eed  wi th  me and s u s t a i n e d  my p o i n t  o f  o r d e r
and d e c l a r e d  Peacock t he  nominee and t h e  con ven t i on  a d j o u r n e d  j u s t  
as t h e  two imbibe r s  came i n t o  t h e  c o u r t - - t o o  l a t e . 2 7
While C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  p o l i t i c s  cou l d  no t  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  i t  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  a be g i nn in g  and when he 
bought  h i s  f i r s t  p u b l i s h i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e , he 
f u r t h e r  deve loped  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p e r c e p t i v e n e s s .
C o l q u i t t ' s  newspaper  b u s i n e s s  a f f o r d e d  him an e x c e l l e n t  v e h i c l e
f o r  expounding h i s  p o l i t i c a l  v iews.  The power o f  t h e  p r e s s  has always
been a p o t e n t  f o r c e  in m a n i p u l a t i n g  p u b l i c  and p o l i t i c a l  s e n t i m e n t .
C o l q u i t t  was no t  shy in e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  v i ews ,  even in  h i s  y o u t h f u l
endeavors  a t  j o u r n a l i s m .  In t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e  he
welcomed h i s  r e a d e r s  wi th  t h i s  message.
S a l u t a t o r y .  To-day ,  t he  Ga z e t t e  makes i t s  app ea ra nce  a s k i n g  a f a i r  
c r i t i c i s m  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  by t h e  p u b l i c  o f  i t s  m e r i t .  We d e s i r e
Huckaby,  p. 7.
r-\ • J
 ̂ C o l q u i t t ,  pp. 19-20.
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t o  make t he  Ga ze t t e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  county  p a p e r ,  and w i l l  uphold 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  and advan t ages  o f  P i t t s b u r g  and Camp county  and do a l l  
we can in  t he  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p eo p le .
In coming t o  P i t t s b u r g ,  we d i d  n o t  ask f o r  p romises  o r  e x a c t  
p l e d g e s ,  bu t  r i s k  ou r  s u c c e s s  upon y o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  our  e f f o r t s  
t o  g ive  you a wor thy p a p e r - - o n e  t h a t  w i l l  work f o r  t r u t h ,  h o n e s t y ,  
and m o r a l i t y .
Our p o l i t i c a l  f a i t h  i s  in  t h e  Democrat i c  P a r t y  and i t s  p r i n c i ­
p a l s ,  and we w i l l  neve r  h e s i t a t e  t o  e x p r e s s  our  p o l i t i c a l  con­
v i c t i o n s .
C o l q u i t t  gave t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  P i t t s b u r g  what  he promised  them.
As a l a t e r  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  p a pe r  i n d i c a t e d :
As owner and p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e , Mr. C o l q u i t t  
a lways d i s c u s s e d  p o l i t i c s  j u s t  as he viewed t h e  p u b l i c  q u e s t i o n s .
He o f f ended  some o f  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  in  P i t t s b u r g  and t h e y  t r i e d  t o  
s i l e n c e  him wi t h  t h r e a t s  o f  i n j u r y  t o  h i s  p a p e r ,  b u t  i t  d id  no t  
work.
L a t e r ,  when C o l q u i t t  assumed t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  T e r r e l l  T i m e s - S t a r ,
he c on t i nu e d  t o  f o l l ow " h i s  own c o n v i c t i o n s  and spoke ou t  on a l l  m a t t e r s
28of  p u b l i c  conce rn ;  made some e nemi es ,  b u t  many f r i e n d s . "
Huckaby says  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l l y  C o l q u i t t  was a c o n s e r v a t i v e
because  he was "more a p t  t han  n o t  t o  choose  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  o r thodox
29viewpo i n t  on s o c i a l  and economic q u e s t i o n s . "  Examples o f  h i s  r e p o r t ­
ing and e d i t o r i a l i z i n g  l e d  c r e den c e  t o  Huckaby ' s  e v a l u a t i o n ,  a l t h ou g h  
some o f  C o l q u i t t s 1 r e p o r t i n g  i s  somewhat c o n t r a d i c t o r y  in  n a t u r e .  For  
i n s t a n c e ,  in r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Negro prob lem,  C o l q u i t t  once advoca ted  
r e t u r n i n g  them t o  A f r i c a ,  bu t  e x p r e s s e d  a t  t h e  same t ime  doubt s  about  
t h e  s u cc es s  o f  t h i s  s o l u t i o n .  Another  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  a r t i c l e s  r e l a t e d  
t h e  gory d e t a i l s  o f  t he  l y nc h i ng  o f  a Negro accused  o f  r a p i n g  a f o u r -  
y e a r - o l d  g i r l ,  bu t  was f o l l owe d  in  t he  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  pape r  by a
28 P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e , F eb r ua r y  13,  1884 (as  r e p r i n t e d  in t he  
F i f t i e t h  Ann i ve r s ar y  E d i t i o n ,  Februa ry  16,  1934. )
^Huckaby ,  pp. 12-13.
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30s t r o n g  condemnat ion o f  mob v i o l e n c e .  C o l q u i t t ' s  most  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
s t a n d  and h i s  f i r s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  was h i s  advocacy o f  p r o ­
h i b i t i o n ,  coup led  wi t h  h i s  vo te  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  in 1887.  His p o s i t i o n
on t h i s  i s s u e  was t o  cause  him c o n s i d e r a b l e  t r o u b l e  in  l a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  
31camp a ig ns .
C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  r e ached  beyond t h e  pages  o f  h i s  
newspaper s .  In 1890 he s up po r t ed  James S. Hogg f o r  t he  g o v e r n o r s h i p  and 
c o n t i n u e d  h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  Hogg and h i s  p o l i c i e s  t h ro u g h ou t  Hogg' s  p o l i t ­
i c a l  c a r e e r .  In 1892 C o l q u i t t  "made hundreds  o f  speeches  f o r  t h e  then
32much-mal igned bu t  now u n i v e r s a l l y  l amented  governor"  as  he campaigned 
f o r  Hogg' s  r e - e l e c t i o n  as gove rnor .
C o l q u i t t ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  Hogg d i d  no t  go unrewarded.  In 1891 Hogg 
a p p o i n t e d  him t o  t he  board o f  t h e  North Texas Hos p i t a l  f o r  t h e  I nsane  a t  
T e r r e l l  as one o f  t h e  f i v e  managers  where he was prompt ly  e l e c t e d  c h a i r ­
man by t he  o t h e r  members.  Th i s  was t he  be g i nn in g  o f  a number o f
33a p p o i n t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  C o l q u i t t  was t o  hold  in h i s  l i f e t i m e .
Because o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  and a c t i v i t i e s  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a ,
C o l q u i t t  s e r v ed  in v a r i o u s  c a p a c i t i e s .  He was e l e c t e d  chai rman o f  t he
34Democrat ic  Execu t i ve  Committee in Kaufman County;  he was a member o f
30
T e r r e l l  T i m e s - S t a r ,  J a n ua r y  25,  1890,  and Februa ry  3 and 10,
1893.
31 L e t t e r  from Reagan t o  C o l q u i t t ,  June 17,  1887,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
33T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  Da i l y  T r a n s c r i p t , J u l y  26,  1905.
33Huckaby, pp.  14-16.
34 Pamphlet,  Campaign o f  1906, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i t y  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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t h e  1890 s t a t e  Democrat ic  Committee t h a t  nominated Hogg a t  San 
35Antonio ;  he was a member o f  t h e  s t a t e  Democrat i c  con v en t i o n  he ld  in
1892 a t  Houston and a ga in  he lp ed  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  nomina t ion  o f  Hogg as 
36go ve rno r ;  and even though he made no a c t i v e  c a n v a s s ,  denying t h a t  he
was a c a n d i d a t e ,  he r e c e i v e d  more p o p u l a r  v o t e s  f o r  s t a t e  s e n a t o r  from
the  n i n t h  d i s t r i c t  t han  a l l  o f  t he  a c t i v e  c a n d i d a t e s  in Kaufman County
in 1892.  Al though he a l l owed  h i s  name t o  be p r e s e n t e d  t o  t he  d i s t r i c t
37conven t i on  t h a t  y e a r ,  he wi thdrew in f a v o r  o f  a n o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e .
The n e x t  major  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e n t u r e  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t
was t he  announcement  o f  h i s  c an d i da cy  f o r  t he  s t a t e  s e n a t e  which
appea red  in h i s  own newspaper .
We do no t  e x p e c t  t o  s a c r i f i c e  our  s e l f  r e s p e c t  t o  be e l e c t e d  s e n a ­
t o r ,  and t he  peop le  d o n ' t  e x p e c t  us t o  do i t ,  e i t h e r .  But we w i l l  
m a i n t a i n  i t  and e x p e c t  t o  be e l e c t e d ,  t o o ,  w i t h o u t  s a c r i f i c e  o f
p r i n c i p l e . 38
C o l q u i t t ' s  c h i e f  opponent  in  t he  r a c e  was Wi l l i am H. ( " A l f a l f a
B i l l " )  Murray o f  Navarro County.  Murray was l a t e r  t o  become famous as
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion in 1906 and governor
39o f  t he  s t a t e  in 1933.  In s p i t e  o f  such f o r m i d a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n ,
C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  t he  Democrat i c  b id  and went  on t o  win t he  e l e c t i o n  in
November,  1894,  by a margin o f  1,001 v o t e s ,  even though he f a c ed  s t r o n g
40P o p u l i s t  P a r t y  o p p o s i t i o n .
35 P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e , Fe brua ry  16,  1934.
° ^ T e r r e l l  T i m e s - S t a r , September  2 ,  1892.
^ T e r r e l l  T i m e s - S t a r , June  15,  1894.
OO
T e r r e l l  T i m e s - S t a r , May 16,  1894.
39
P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e , Fe b r u a r y  16,  1934.
40
T e r r e l l  T i m e s - S t a r ,  J u l y  27,  1894,  and November 16,  1894.
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C o l q u i t t  r emained in t he  s t a t e  s e n a t e  from 1885 t o  1899 and 
i n t r o d u c e d  a number o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  b i l l s ,  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  o f  which
41was h i s  d e l i n q u e n t  t a x  b i l l  which e a r n ed  him a s t a t e - w i d e  r e p u t a t i o n .
His l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t s  pe rhaps  m e r i t e d  him t he  a c c o l a de s  f o r e c a s t  by
t he  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Au s t in  [Texas ]  S ta tesman who p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  C o l q u i t t
would make an e n v i a b l e  r e c o r d  as s t a t e  s e n a t o r  because  "he i s  a man of
i n f l u e n c e  and i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  be t o  t he  f r o n t  on a l l  
42i s s u e s . "  E q ua l l y  as  i m p o r t a n t  as h i s  r e c o r d  in t he  s e n a t e  was the
number o f  p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s h i p s  he made and s o l i d i f i e d ,  t h e  most  n o t a b l e
o f  which were t h o s e  o f  t he  then Governor  o f  Texas Char l e s  A. Culberson
and t he  f o r mer  Governor  James S. Hogg.
The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  phase  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r ,
o t h e r  t ha n  h i s  b i ds  f o r  t he  g o v e r n o r s h i p  and t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  S e n a t e ,
was h i s  t e n u r e  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  commission.  As e a r l y  as  1897 C o l q u i t t
began s e a r c h i n g  o u t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  about
43h i s  chances  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  He had been t empted t o  run f o r  t he  
o f f i c e  in 1898 and 1900,  bu t  a t  t h o s e  t imes  i t  would have been p o l i t i ­
c a l l y  f o o l i s h  t o  c o n t e s t  t h e  s t r o n g  g ra s p  t h a t  Chairman John H. Reagan 
h e l d  on t h e  o f f i c e .  But as  t ime p a s s e d ,  i t  became e v i d e n t  t h a t  t he  
e i g h t y - t h r e e  y e a r  o ld  Reagan was no t  going t o  be a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  
r e - e l e c t i o n ,  so on Oc tober  5 ,  1901,  C o l q u i t t  wro te  t o  Reagan,  i n q u i r i n g  
i f  he were going  t o  be a c a n d i d a t e  in 1903. Reagan ' s  r e p l y  was n e g a t i v e
41 Wal t e r  P r e s c o t t  Webb, e d . ,  The Handbook o f  T e x a s , Vol .  I 
( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  The Texas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1952) ,  p. 381.
42 r- -iAu s t i n  [Texas ]  S t a t e sman ,  December 17,  1894.
43 Huckaby, pp. 34 and 40.
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and on J a n u a r y  3,  1902,  C o l q u i t t  made t he  formal  announcement  o f  h i s  
44c and i da cy .  In h i s  b id  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  he had s u p p o r t  from many f a c ­
t i o n s  o f  t he  s t a t e - - n e w s p a p e r m e n , l a wy e r s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  government
45o f f i c i a l s ,  r a i l r o a d  e x e c u t i v e s ,  and b u s i n e s s  and i n d u s t r i a l  i n t e r e s t s .
By May 28,  1902,  h i s  two Democrat ic  opponent s  had wi thdrawn from t he  
46e l e c t i o n ,  i n s u r i n g  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  as t he  Democrat ic  c a n d i d a t e  and v i r ­
t u a l l y  a s s u r i n g  h i s  e l e c t i o n  ove r  h i s  Republ i can  opponent .  Huckaby 
w r i t e s :
In t h e  g e ne r a l  e l e c t i o n  in November C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  292,945 
vo te s  a g a i n s t  4 ,587 f o r  E. P. A l s bu r y ,  h i s  Republ i can  opponent .  
[ C o l q u i t t ]  took h i s  p l a c e  on t he  commission J anua ry  21,  1903,  where 
he was d e s t i n e d  t o  remain u n t i l  in J a n u a r y ,  1911,  [when] he became 
go v e rn o r  o f  T e x a s . ^
C o l q u i t t ' s  t e n u r e  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  commission s i g n a l l e d  t h e  end 
o f  one phase  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r ,  bu t  i t  was on ly  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
a more s i g n i f i c a n t  phase in h i s  l i f e .  James T. DeSh i e l d s '  comments in 
They Sa t  in High P l ac es  seem a p p r o p r i a t e  as  a summary a t  t h i s  p o i n t  in 
C o l q u i t t ' s  l i f e .  He r e f l e c t s :
Such were t he  p o l i t i c a l  honors  t h a t  had come t o  Mr. C o l q u i t t  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  from t he  t ime he u n h i t c h e d  h i s  plow mule and rode 
t h e  animal  from Boggy Creek farm ove r  t o  t he  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o f  
Cason down in Eas t  Texas ,  t o  t h e  t ime he s e r ved  as a l e a d i n g  member 
o f  t he  R a i l r o a d  Commission o f  Texas .  He was now a man o f  n e a r l y  
50 y e a r s ,  and h i s  p o l i t i c a l  amb i t i ons  were s t i l l  h i g h - - t o  be Gover­
no r  o f  Texas was h i s  d e s i r e . ^
44 r -iD a l l a s  [Texas ]  Morning News, J a n ua ry  5,  1902.
^ H u c k a b y ,  pp.  87-89.
46
Da l l a s  Morning News, May 28,  1902.
^ H u c k a b y , p. 106.
48 James T. DeShields,  They Sat  in High P laces :  th e  P r e s id e n t s
and Governors o f  Texas (San Antonio,  Texas: The Naylor Company, 1904),
p. 406.
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That  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  used o r a t o r i c a l  s k i l l s  in a moder­
a t e l y  e f f e c t i v e  manner i s  e v i denced  by t he  a fo r e me n t i o ned  a cc ompl i s h ­
ments .  As h i s  c a r e e r  p r o g r e s s e d  i t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  
a l t h ou gh  he was "Not a p o l i s h e d  o r a t o r  [he was] a c onv i nc i ng  s pea ke r
[and]  one o f  t h e  most  e f f e c t i v e  stump s p e a k e r s  in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f
49
Texas .
C o l q u i t t ' s  s pea k i ng  a b i l i t i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  pose a p e c u l i a r l y  
i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  f o r  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c .  Thi s  q u e s t i o n  c e n t e r s  
around t h e  i de a  o f  how C o l q u i t t  p r e pa r ed  h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  p o l ­
i t i c a l  s p e a k e r  t h a t  he o b v i o u s l y  was.
Undoubted ly ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  ment ioned ach i evement s  he lp  t o  p r e ­
p a r e  C o l q u i t t  f o r  s p e a k in g .  F i r s t ,  h i s  proud a n c e s t r y ,  i f  n o t h i ng  
e l s e ,  engendered  in him a p r i d e  in t h e  s ense  o f  p e r s on a l  a ch ievement ,  
making him r e a l i z e  t h a t  he was o f  a l i n e a g e  o f  p a t r i o t i c  Americans who 
e i t h e r  f o u g h t  v a l i a n t l y  f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  o r  s e r v ed  in i t s  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  
Second,  a l t h o u g h  he had a l i m i t e d  formal  e d u c a t i o n ,  he managed t o  l e a r n  
enough o f  t h e  b a s i c s  t o  e n a b l e  him t o  deve lop  an i n q u i r i n g  mind and a 
d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n  on h i s  own, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p o l i t i c s .
T h i r d ,  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  in t h e  newspaper  b u s i n e s s  he lp ed  him t o  r e f i n e  h i s  
s t y l i s t i c  s k i l l s  and ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a l l owed  him t o  deve lop  a keen
sens e  o f  t he  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  t he  t ime and t o  a r t i c u l a t e  them e f f e c -
50t i v e l y .  F o u r t h ,  h i s  c a r e e r  in law gave him t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  develop
a d d i t i o n a l  s pea k i n g  s k i l l s  as  i t  was n e c e s s a r y ,  in some i n s t a n c e s ,  to
49Webb, p. 381.
50A r e p o r t  in t h e  T e r r e l l  Da i l y  T r a n s c r i p t  o f  J u l y  26,  1906,  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  "when [ C o l q u i t t ]  t a l k s  he says  somet h ing .  Thi s  comes 
from s t e r n  newspaper  t r a i n i n g . "
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p r e s e n t  h i s  c l i e n t s '  c as e s  t o  e i t h e r  a judge  o r  j u r y .  F i f t h ,  h i s  expe­
r i e n c e  as  a p a i d  l o b b y i s t  in t h e  Texas l e g i s l a t u r e  was a u s e f u l  t oo l  in 
d e ve lo p i n g  an a s t u t e  p o l i t i c a l  mind and s ha r p  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  workings  
o f  an i n t r i c a t e  sys tem o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  S i x t h ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
in  t h e  e a r l y  p r e c i n c t  and coun ty  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  h i s  campaigning f o r  o t h e r  
c a n d i d a t e s ,  h i s  own campaigns w h i l e  s ee k i ng  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  s t a t e  s e n a ­
t o r  and r a i l r o a d  commiss ione r ,  and h i s  e f f o r t s  in t he  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
o f f i c e s  p r ov i de d  much p r a c t i c e  in t h e  a r t  o f  p u b l i c  s peak i ng .
T r a i n i n g  in  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  o t h e r  than  t h a t  g a r n e r ed  through 
e x p e r i e n c e ,  i s  no t  a b un d a n t l y  e v i d e n t  in t h e  l i f e  o f  Oscar  Branch 
C o l q u i t t .  The on l y  ev i dence  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
C o l q u i t t  had an a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  s p e a k e r s  and may have t r i e d  t o  emula te  
t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e .  In t h e  C o l q u i t t  Papers  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Au s t in  Arch i ves  a r e  v a r i o u s  c l i p p i n g s ,  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  and o t h e r  documents 
which v e r i f y  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .
The f i r s t  e v i dnec e  i s  an 1897 newspaper  c l i p p i n g  e n t i t l e d  
"Notes and Remini scences  o f  Emminent Men o f  t he  P r e s e n t  Ce n t u r y . "  The 
a r t i c l e  i s  somewhat l a u d a t o r y  as i t  e x t o l s  t he  m e r i t s  o f  Wa l t e r  T. 
C o l u q i t t ,  a fo r mer  Governor  o f  Georgia  and Uni ted  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r .
Wa l t e r  was t h e  f i r s t  cous i n  o f  O s c a r ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r .  The newspaper  c l i p ­
p ing comments on Wal t e r  T. C o l q u i t t ' s  o r a t o r i c a l  s k i l l s .
As an o r a t o r  he was no t  e x c e l l e d  by any o f  h i s  compeers and
a s s o c i a t e s  a t  t h e  b a r ,  in p l e a d i n g  b e f o r e  a j u r y .  He was s t r o n g  in 
c r i m i n a l  c a s e s ,  and cou ld  a t  w i l l  open in t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t he  j u r y  t he
f o u n t a i n  o f  sympathy in b e h a l f  o f  h i s  c l i e n t .  So no t ed  was he f o r
t h i s  power and i n f l u e n c e  o ve r  a j u r y ,  t h a t  upon one o cc a s i on  t he  
oppos ing  counse l  warned t h e  j u r y  t o  beware o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t :  t h a t  he
would t r y  t o  make them b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e i r  h e a r t s  were in t h e i r  f e e t ,  
hands ,  o r  some o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  body.  Mr. C o l q u i t t  in r e p l y  s a i d  
t o  t h e  j u r y  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  want  them t o  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  h e a r t s  were 
anywhere e l s e  than  in t h e i r  r i g h t  p l a c e ,  and t h a t  t hey  were b e a t i n g  
wi t h  warm and broad  sympat h i es  f o r  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  as God had
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d e s i g n e d ,  and t h a t  gu ided  by them t h e i r  v e r d i c t  would be in f a v o r  
o f  h i s  c l i e n t .
He cou ld  touch  t h e  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  and s t i r  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  men t o  
t e a r s .  Many were t he  grand ach ievement s  t o  be won in t h e  c o u r t  room 
b e f o r e  a j u r y  in c r i m i n a l  c a s e s .  One o f  t h e  most  t o u c h i n g  i n s t a n c e s  
handed down o f  h i s  power and pa thos  was in t he  case  o f  a c l i e n t ,  who 
had n e i t h e r  money nor  f r i e n d s  t o  a i d  him. Mr. C o l q u i t t  a r o s e  t o  
speak and t he  f o l l o w i n g  sub l ime  exordium f e l l  from h i s  l i p s .  
"Gentlemen o f  t he  J u r y ,  my c l i e n t  s t a n d s  b e f o r e  you f r i e n d l e s s  as 
t he  son o f  God." There  was no p lay  wi th  words ,  no s t a l e  p r e l i m i ­
n a r i e s .  At one s t r o k e  he a s s o c i a t e d  t he  p i t i a b l e  ca s e  o f  h i s  c l i e n t  
wi t h  t he  most  solemn and s a c r e d  e v e n t  in  t h e  w o r l d ' s  h i s t o r y .  Thi s  
appeal  t ouched  a t  once t he  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  t we lve  men, and t h e  p i c t u r e  
p r e s e n t e d  wi t h  t h e  s t r a i n s  o f  s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  made i t  t he  
t r iumph o f  t h e  hour .
The w r i t e r  conc ludes  h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  Wal t e r  T. C o l q u i t t ' s  speak i ng
s k i l l s  by d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  "With h i s  c o n t e mp o ra r i e s  . . .  Mr. C o l q u i t t ' s
name was t h e  synonym o f  gen i us  in o r a t o r y  and t he  c r i t e r i o n  o f  nob le
51s i m p l i c i t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r . "
The f a c t  t h a t  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  chose  t o  i n c l u d e  t he  p r e c e d ­
ing a r t i c l e  in h i s  paper s  p o s s i b l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  he looked f a v o r a b l y  on
t he  o r a t o r i c a l  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  h i s  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e .  The f a c t  t h a t
52O s c a r ' s  f a t h e r  " read  law" in  W a l t e r ' s  f i r m might  s u g g e s t  t h a t  Oscar  
had heard  h i s  f a t h e r  d e s c r i b e  W a l t e r ' s  s pea k i ng  s k i l l s .
The second e v i den c e  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  i n t e r e s t  in
famous s pe a k e r s  i s  r e v e a l e d  in h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  newspaper  a r t i c l e s
d e a l i n g  wi t h  Abraham L i n co l n .  While t he  unda t ed  c l i p p i n g  "Linco ln  Once
53A r r e s t e d  f o r  T r a f f i c  V i o l a t i o n , "  i s  h a r d l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  e v i d e n c e ,  t he
51 U n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  June  9 ,  1897,  C o l q u i t t  
P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
52 L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  Burrows,  September  29,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  
P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  A rc h i ve s .
53 Undated newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  C o lq u i t t  Scrapbook, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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D a l l a s  Morning News h e a d l i n e  " Ge t t ysbu r g  Address  Se t s  Lincoln  on Level
54wi t h  P e r i c l e s  as an O r a t o r "  and two unda ted  c l i p p i n g s  e n t i t l e d  "New
Li nco l n  Speech Di scove red"  and "Linco ln  Address  [ G e t t y s b u r g ]  Dec la red  
55F a i l u r e "  h e l p  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  C o l q u i t t ' s  i n t e r e s t  in and a d m i r a t i o n  o f  
Li nco l n  as a s p ea k e r .
A t h i r d  s ou r c e  o f  e v i den c e  f u r t h e r  c o r r o b o r a t e s  C o l q u i t t ' s  
i n t e r e s t  i n  s p e a ke r s  and s p e e c h es .  Four m a n u sc r i p t s  o f  Texas s pea ke r s  
a r e  l o c a t e d  in t h e  C o l q u i t t  P ape r s .  Speeches  o f  Hon. I r a  H. Evans,
1871;  Governor  Richard  Coke,  1871;  Hon. Gustave S c h l e i c h e r ,  1876; and 
Hon. Thomas P. O c h i t t r e ,  1884,  a r e  i n c lu d ed  in t he  C o l q u i t t  f i l e s .  In 
a d d i t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  e x c e r p t s  from t h e  s peeches  d e l i v e r e d  a t  t he  P r oceed­
ings  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Convent ion o f  J a n u a ry  23-26 ,  1871,  a r e  a p a r t  o f  t he  
56C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s .
A f i n a l  and no t  so p r o fo un d ,  bu t  somewhat me an i n gf u l ,  b i t  o f
e v i d e nc e  i s  r e v e a l e d  by C o l q u i t t ' s  i n c l u s i o n  o f  two a n t h o l o g i e s  o f
speeches  in h i s  a r c h i v a l  p a p e r s .  S e l e c t i o n s  R e l a t i n g  t o  George
Washington f o r  Declamatory  C o n t e s t s  in t he  Elementary  Schools  and
O r a t i o n s  and Essays  o f  t h e  George Washington B i c e n t e n n i a l  Na t ion-wide
O r a t o r i c a l ,  Essay ,  and Declamatory  C on t e s t s  in Schools  and Co l l eges
a r e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p r i n t e d  speeches  which C o l q u i t t  may have used as
57models  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  some o f  h i s  own s peeches .
54 D a l l a s  Morning News, November 18,  1923.
55 Undated newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  C o l q u i t t  Scrapbook,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar ch i ves .
56 Undated m a n u s c r i p t s ,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
57 Undated speech a n t h o l o g i e s ,  C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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Si nce  ve ry  l i t t l e  e v i denc e  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  s p e c i f i c  
speech t r a i n i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  conc lude  t h a t  wha t ­
e v e r  e x p e r t i s e  he had as  a s p e a ke r  was ga in ed  p r i m a r i l y  t h rough  e x p e r i ­
ence and no t  t h rough  s p e c i a l i z e d  speech t r a i n i n g .  T h i s ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  
would j u s t i f y  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  was a s p ea k e r  o f  " u n t u t o r e d  
e l o q u e n c e . "  Thi s  does n o t  mean t h a t  h i s  e loquence  was comparable  t o  
t h a t  o f  a P a t r i c k  Henry,  Daniel  Webs te r ,  o r  Abrahom L i n co l n ,  bu t  t h a t  he 
m as t e r ed  t he  a r t  o f  speak i ng  exped i ency  as he stumped t h e  s t a t e  as an 
acc l a imed  p o l i t i c a l  o r a t o r .
Because o f  h i s  s en s e  o f  purpose  and o f  " something b e t t e r "  d e v e l ­
oped e a r l y  in h i s  l i f e ,  because  o f  h i s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  a ch i ev e men t s ,  
because  o f  h i s  l e g a l i s t i c  a b i l i t i e s ,  because  o f  h i s  consuming p a s s i on  
f o r  p o l i t i c s ,  because  o f  h i s  ach ievement s  in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a ,  and 
because  o f  h i s  stump spea k i n g  s k i l l s ,  t h e  a c c o l a d e  o f  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t he  
P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e ' s  F i f t i e t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  e d i t i o n  seems m e r i t e d .  The 
e d i t o r  w r i t e s :
Ambi t ious  young men who t h i n k  t h e y  have too  many hand icaps  t o  
r each  t h e  peak o f  s u c c e s s  might  f i n d  some i n s p i r a t i o n  in r e a d i n g  
ex-Gov.  0. B. C o l q u i t t ' s  a r t i c l e  in t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  t he  G a z e t t e .
However much we may have d i f f e r e d  wi th  him p o l i t i c a l l y  in days 
p a s t ,  t h e  e x - g o v e rn o r  must  command t h e  r e s p e c t  and a d mi r a t i o n  o f  
t h o s e  who a p p r e c i a t e  h i s  e a r l y  s t r u g g l e s  and h i s  r i s e  t o  p l a c e s  o f  
h i g h e s t  honor  in t h e  s t a t e  and n a t i o n .  I t  was on l y  t h rough  g r i t  
and d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  p l u s  a l i b e r a l  use o f  mi dn i gh t  o i l ,  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  
a ch i ev e d  t h e  succ es s  he so r i c h l y  d e s e r v e d . 58
58P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e , Februa ry  16,  1934.
Chapter  3
COLQUITT'S GUBERNATORIAL CAMPAIGNS
I am a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g ove r no r  o f  Texas s u b j e c t  t o  democr a t i c  
p r i m a r i e s  and c onven t i on  y e t  t o  be c a l l e d  in 1906.
With t h e s e  words Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  announced "To t h e  peop le  o f
Texas , "^on  Apr i l  22,  1905,  h i s  cand i dacy  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  h i g h e s t
o f f i c e ,  r e k i n d l i n g  a s pa r k  t h a t  had been i g n i t e d  i n  1904 when " a group
o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  . . . f r i e n d s  met a t  Aus t in  on March 28 t o  d e c i d e  whe t he r
2
he should  announce a g a i n s t  Lanham," t he  then  gove rnor  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
The Aus t in  meet ing  r e s u l t e d  in C o l q u i t t ' s  d e c i s i o n  no t  t o  r u n ,  a wise  
d e c i s i o n  pe rhaps  in  view o f  t h e  Texas t r a d i t i o n  o f  a two- t e rm t e n u r e
3
f o r  g ov e r no r s .  Severa l  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  f r i e n d s  were o b v i o u s l y  p l e as e d  
wi t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  h i s  c and i dacy  a t  t h a t  t ime would be a
\ e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  "To t h e  peop le  o f  T e x a s , "  Apr i l  22,  1905,  
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  A rc h i ve s .
2
George P o r t a l  Huckaby,  "Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t :  a P o l i t i c a l  
Biography"  ( u np ub l i s he d  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
A u s t i n ,  1946) ,  p. 114.
3
Huckaby,  pp.  114-15.  See Also Seth  Shepard McKay, Texas  P o l ­
i t i c s ,  1906-1940:  With S p e c i a l  Ref e r ence  t o  t he  German Coun t i e s  
(Lubbock,  Texas :  Texas Tech P r e s s ,  1952) ,  p. 48.  McKay w r i t e s  t h a t  
"a t r a d i t i o n  had deve loped  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  even a mo d e ra t e l y  s u c ­
c e s s f u l  gove rnor  shou ld  be given  a second t e r m . "  See a l s o  t he  l i s t  o f  
Texas gove rnor s  in a book by Fred G a n t t ,  J r . ,  The Ch i e f  Execu t i ve  in 
Texas:  A Study in G u be r n a t o r i a l  Le ade r sh i p  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas P r e s s ,  1964) ,  p.  19. This  l i s t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n  
gove r no r s  who h e l d  t he  o f f i c e  from 1867 t o  1915,  on ly  t h r e e  d id  no t  
have f o u r  y e a r  t e rms .  One o f  t h o s e  Governor  E l i s h a  M. Pease  was a 
p r o v i s i o n a l  gove rnor  and r e s i g n e d  a f t e r  a t h r e e  y e a r  t e n u r e .  Another  o f  
t h e  gove rnor s  Richard  Coke r e s i g n e d  a f t e r  a two y e a r  t e rm t o  e n t e r  t he
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" p o l i t i c a l  m i s t a k e . " ^  Many o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  f o l l o w e r s  f e l t  t h a t  1906
would be a more o ppor t une  t ime f o r  him t o  seek t he  g o v e r n o r s h i p  and
5
were undoub t ed l y  p l e a s e d  wi th  h i s  d e c i s i o n .
S l i g h t l y  l e s s  t han  a y e a r  l a t e r  in  a l e t t e r  o f  Fe brua ry  25,
1906,  C o l q u i t t  wro t e  a c l o s e  f r i e n d  t h a t  "he e xpec te d  t o  be t h e  n ex t  
g o v e r n o r . " ^  The f o l l o w i n g  day he c h a l l e n g e d  a p o t e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  
Thomas M. Campbell  t o  a d eb a t e  on t h e  t a x a t i o n  q u e s t i o n .  In t h e  i n t e r ­
vening  t ime  he made a t o u r  o f  North Texas t o  f e e l  out  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  
t h e  v o t e r s .  Rece iv ing  a warm r es ponse  from t h e  e l e c t o r a t e ,  he d e c i de d  
t h e  t ime  was r i g h t .  Co nsequen t l y ,  he made h i s  announcement  and promised  
t h e  v o t e r s  he would r e l e a s e  h i s  f u l l  p l a t f o r m  in due t i m e . ^
C o l q u i t t  d i d  no t  r e l e a s e  h i s  p l a t f o r m  u n t i l  September  11,  1905.  
On t h a t  d a t e  he wr o t e  a l e t t e r  t o  N. H. Graham o f  L i t w a l t o n ,  Gonzales  
County,  Texas ,  in which he a dm i t t ed  t h a t  a l t ho u g h  he was unab le  " to  
say  a t  [ t h a t ]  t ime what  a l l  t h e  i s s u e s  in t h e  campaign n e x t  y e a r  [would]  
be ,  . . . " h e  was " . . .  p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  s t a t e  . . . some o f  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  which [he  t h o u g h t ]  o f  p u b l i c  i mp o r t an ce ,  had how [he  s t o o d ]  
on them."  He t hen  o u t l i n e d  t h r e e  gene r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  
and d e s c r i b e d  in d e t a i l  f o u r  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  o f  needed re form.  These
Uni t ed  S t a t e s  S en a t e .  The t h i r d  gove rnor  t o  s e r v e  l e s s  than  a f o u r  
y e a r  t e rm was Richard  B. Hubbard,  t he  L i e u t e n a n t  Governor  who succeeded  
Coke.
^ L e t t e r  from Spe l l  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  March 30,  1904,  and Bass t o  
C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  19,  1904,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t i n  
A rc h i ve s .
^ L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  G a l b r a i t h ,  February  24,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^Da l l a s  [Texas ]  Morning News, Februa ry  26,  1905,  and Ap r i l  22 ,  
23,  1905.
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a r e a s  i n c l u d e d  t a x a t i o n ,  s c h o o l s ,  f r e e  r a i l r o a d  p a s s e s ,  and adhe r ence  t o
g
p a r t y  p l a t f o r m .
During t he  t ime f o l l o w i n g  h i s  announcement  f o r  t h e  g o v e r no r s h ip  
and t h e  d e mo cr a t i c  p r i m a r i e s ,  C o l q u i t t  conduc ted  a l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  e f f o r t  
aimed a t  r a l l y i n g  people  t o  h i s  c aus e .  Many o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  were ma i l ed  
t o  h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  Exce rp t s  from one such l e t t e r  f o l l o w s .
I am a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  Governor  o f  Texas ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  demo­
c r a t i c  p r i m a r i e s  which t h e  law p r ov i de s  must  be h e l d  in e v e r y  County 
in t h e  S t a t e  on t h e  l a s t  Sa t u r day  in J u l y ,  i t  be ing  t h e  28th  o f  t h a t  
month,  t h i s  y e a r .
On t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e  o f  t h i s  s h e e t  I e x p r e s s  my views on some of  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  [ copy o f  p l a t f o r m s  s u b mi t t e d  t o  
N. H. Graham on September  11,  1905] and I w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  you 
r ea d  them. . . .
I b e l i e v e ,  t o o ,  t h a t  my knowledge and e x p e r i e n c e  wi t h  p u b l i c  
a f f a i r s  in t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  e nab l e  me t o  a d m i n i s t e r  them in t h e  i n t e r ­
e s t  o f  t h e  g e ne r a l  p u b l i c .  Your s u p p o r t  and i n f l u e n c e  w i l l  be v a l ­
u a b l e  t o  me, i f  you b e l i e v e  me c ap a b l e  and wor thy .
Wil l  a p p r e c i a t e  a r e p l y  from y o u . 9
Ot he r  l e t t e r s  were form l e t t e r s ,  some o f  which were p e r s o n a l i z e d
t o  meet  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  group o f  p e o p l e .  Typ i ca l  o f  t h i s
t ype  o f  l e t t e r  was one which l e f t  a b lank  space  f o r  a name and a d d r e s s ,
and was a d d r e s s e d  t o  "Dear  Madam." Thi s  group o f  l e t t e r s  was s e n t  t o
t he  " l ady"  school  t e a c h e r s  in t he  S t a t e ,  and w h i l e  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l
hopeful  acknowledged t h a t
l ady  t e a c h e r s  can no t  v o t e ,  . . . t h e y  f e e l  a l o y a l  i n t e r e s t  in 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  t e nd s  t o  l eng t he n  t h e  t e rm o f  our  s c h o o l s  and 
improve t h e i r  e f f i c i e n c y ,  and t h e y  can always e x e r t  a wholesome i n ­
f l u e n c e  on f r i e n d s  and p a t r o n s  o f  t he  school  who a r e  c l o t h e d  wi t h
O
Copy o f  p r i n t e d  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  p l a t f o r m  from C o l q u i t t  t o  
Graham, September  11,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
g
L e t t e r  from C o lq u i t t  to  Benbrook, March 24, 1906, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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t h e  b a l l o t . ^
S t i l l  o t h e r  form l e t t e r s  were s e n t  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  p o s s i b l e  
v o t e r s .  Copies o f  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  a r e  numerous in t h e  l e t t e r  p r e s s e s  in 
t he  C o l q u i t t  P ape r s .  As w i t h  t he  o t h e r  form l e t t e r ,  t he  p r o s p e c t i v e  
gove rnor  mere ly  announced- t h a t  he was a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  o f f i c e ,  b r i e f l y  
o u t l i n e d  h i s  i d ea s  as t o  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  a g ove r no r  shou ld  p o s s e s s ,  i n d i ­
c a t e d  t h a t  he had t h o s e  q u a l i t i e s ,  s o l i c i t e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  c a u s e ,  and
11r e q u e s t e d  a r e p l y  t o  h i s  l e t t e r .
J u s t  how e x t e n s i v e  C o l q u i t t ' s  co r r e sponde nc e  was i s  d i f f i c u l t
t o  a s c e r t a i n .  However,  s e v e r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was
l a r g e ,  s t a r t i n g  in  t h e  l a t e  Sp r ing  o f  1905 and c o n t i n u i n g  wel l  in  1906.
As l a t e  as Apr i l  24,  1906,  t h e  I m i t a t i o n  Type-Wr i t i ng  and Address  Com-
12pany sh i pped  C o l q u i t t  "50 ,000 t y p e w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s . "  In a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e r e  a r e  l o c a t e d  in t h e  C o l q u i t t  Papers  many l e t t e r s  and r e sp o ns e s  t o  
l e t t e r s  which C o l q u i t t  h i m s e l f  wro t e  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  as he sought  out  
v o t e r  l i s t s .  In h i s  l e t t e r s  he would r e q u e s t  t he  names,  a d d r e s s e s ,  and 
o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  v o t e r s .  Some o f  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and groups  
he c o n t a c t e d  i n c l u d ed  s c o u t m a s t e r s ,  p u b l i c  school  t r u s t e e s ,  d i s t r i c t  
c ha i r men ,  t e a c h e r s ,  s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  l o c a l  u n i o n s ,  managers  and d i r e c t o r s  
o f  t he  Farmers '  Warehouse Unions ,  p r e c i n c t  chai rman o f  t he  A n t i - S t a t e -  
wide P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Texas ,  wh i t e  v o t e r s ,  newspaper s ,  and
^ U n d a t e d  form l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  "Dear Madam," C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ U n d a t e d  form l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  "Dear S i r , "  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ L e t t e r  from Peacock to  C o l q u i t t ,  Apri l  24, 1906, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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1 °b a r b e r s h o p s .  °
The r e sponse  C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  from h i s  l e t t e r s  was phenomenal .
From t he  words o f  a l e t t e r  from a n ine  y e a r  o l d  g i r l  W i l l i e  B. Crow,
"who w o u l d n ' t  vo t e  f o r  Mr. Campbell  i f  [ s h e ]  had t o  be c h o k e d , " ^  t o
t h o se  o f  one o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  a d m i r e r s ,  a " f r i e n d  f i r s t ,  l a s t ,  and always
15f o r  any o f f i c e  in t he  w o r l d , "  t he  answers  came. One v o t e r  who cou ld  
no t  s u p p o r t  C o l q u i t t  "as a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e rn o r  because  o f  [ h i s ]  
pe r sona l  a c q u a i n t a n c e  wi th  and f r i e n d s h i p  f o r  Judge Brooks . . . wished 
C o l q u i t t  s u c c e s s  in h i s  e f f o r t  [ and ]  . . . wi shed  t h a t  [ h i s ]  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  wi t h  Judge Brooks were no t  so i n t i m a t e  t h a t  [ h e ]  might  d e c l a r e  f o r  
[ C o l q u i t t ] .
The answers  t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  c a l l  f o r  s u p p o r t  were n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  
p e r s ona l  l e t t e r s .  Not i n f r e q u e n t l y  would a wel l  known l o c a l  c i t i z e n  
respond in a l e t t e r  t o  t he  e d i t o r . ^  A t y p i c a l  example i s  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  
February  14,  1906,  t o  t h e  Houston [Texas ]  Da i l y  P o s t  from N. A. Shaw, a 
prominent  member o f  t he  Farmers '  Union.  Shaw, w h i l e  l amen t i ng  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a f e l l o w  fa r mer  was no t  one o f  t he  c a n d i d a t e s ,  conceded h i s  p r e f ­
e r e nce  f o r  C o l q u i t t .  He wr o t e :
13Numerous l e t t e r s  from C o l q u i t t  t o  v a r i o u s  groups  and o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n s ,  May, 1905,  t o  May, 1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas 
a t  Aus t in  Ar ch i ves .
14
L e t t e r  from Crow t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Ap r i l  28 ,  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar c h i v es .
15 L e t t e r  from Harbin t o  C o l q u i t t ,  March 5 ,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  
P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A r c h i v e s .
^ L e t t e r  from Wolder t  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Ap r i l  10,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  
Pa pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar c h i v e s .
^Numerous  unda ted  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  C o l q u i t t  Scrapbook 
and B r o a d s i d e s ,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A r c h i ve s .
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During t he  f i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commission f o r  t h e  r e d u c ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  f r e i g h t  r a t e  on c o t t o n ,  . . .  I was g r e a t l y  impr es sed  
wi t h  t h e  ve ry  a b l e  manner  in which Mr. C o l q u i t t  . . . unhorsed  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  a t t o r n e y s  in  t h e i r  a t t e m p t  t o  keep t h e  high r a t e s  s ad d l ed  
upon t h e  f a r m e r s ,  whipping  t h e i r  f i g h t  f o r  them and r e du c i ng  t he  
f r e i g h t  r a t e s  on c o t t o n .
His f u r t h e r  j u s t  e f f o r t  t o  f o r c e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  companies t o  f u r ­
n i s h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  one p a s s e n g e r  t o  accompany each c a r l o a d  o f  
produce  s h i pped  by t h e  t r u c k  f a r m e r s ,  and which i s  den i ed  them be­
cause  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a t r u s t  and which i s  g r a n t e d  by t h e  r a i l r o a d s  t o  
t h e  s h i p p e r s  o f  bananas  by t h e  banana t r u s t ,  as wel l  as o t h e r  p ro ­
d uc t s  hand led  by a t r u s t ;  h i s  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  e f f o r t  t o  r educe  t he  
o u t r a g e o u s  r a t e  upon lumber ,  which was d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
o f  e v e r y  man who i s  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  h i m s e l f  a home- - t he s e  a r e  d i ­
r e c t  o f f i c i a l  a c t s  o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t  in t he  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  f a r m e r s ,  
and which a r e  bound t o  make him f r i e n d s  among t h i s  [ f a r m e r ]  c l a s s  
o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .
He has done more and has t r i e d  t o  do more f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t han  any o f f i c i a l  s i n c e  t h e  days o f  James 
Stephen Hogg, and f o r  t h e  r e a so n s  enumerated  I have con c l ud e d ,  wi th  
t h e  r i d e r s  on t h e  t r a c k ,  t o  g ive  my s u p p o r t ,  however  humble i t  may 
be ,  t o  t h e  Hon. Oscar  B. C o l q u i t t .  I might  s t a t e  f u r t h e r  t h a t  I am 
drawn t o  him because  e v e r y  r a i l r o a d  in  Texas would r e j o i c e  a t  h i s  
d e f e a t J ^
Seemingly  C o l q u i t t  answered a l l  o f  t h e  pe r s ona l  l e t t e r s  he
r e c e i v e d  and i t  would be r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s ay  he responded  in some manner
t o  t he  p e r s on s  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s .  C e r t a i n l y  he acknowl-
19edged t h e  l e t t e r  o f  n i n e  y e a r  o l d  W i l l i e  B. Crow, so i t  seems p r o ­
bab le  t h a t  he re sponded  t o  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f f e r i n g  more meaningful  s u p p o r t .  
His r e sp on se  was a ga in  t h a t  o f  a form l e t t e r  in which he s t a t e d :
Dear S i r : -
Your ve ry  k ind  l e t t e r  in which you a s s u r e d  me o f  y o u r  i n d o r s e ­
ment and s u p p o r t  in t h e  r ac e  f o r  Governor ,  i s  r e c e i v e d .
I am ve ry  much g r a t i f i e d  t o  have y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  and e v e r y t h i n g  
you may do f o r  me w i l l  be a p p r e c i a t e d .  We must  depend on t h e  he lp  
o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  and t h o s e  who i n d o r s e  our  views and e f f o r t s  in t he
1 O
Br o a d s i d e ,  Campaign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  A us t in  A r c h i v e s .
19 L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  to  Crow, May 3, 1906, C o l q u i t t  Papers ,
U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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d i s c h a r g e  o f  our  d u ty .  I w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be p l e a s e d  t o  he a r  from 
you a t  any t ime  in  t h e  f u t u r e  and t r u s t  you w i l l  w r i t e  me as  t he  
canvas s  p r o g r e s s e s  and t e l l  me o f  any developments  in y o u r  n e i g h ­
borhood o r  o f f e r  me any s u g g e s t i o n s  you may t h i n k  a d v i s a b l e .
I w i l l  p u t  y o u r  name in t h e  book o f  my f r i e n d s  t h a t  I may com­
mun ica t e  wi t h  you a g a i n .  I s h a l l  be g l a d  t o  h e a r  from you a t  any
t i m e . 20
In a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  co r r e sp on d e nc e  wi t h  t h e  peop le  o f  Texas ,
C o l q u i t t  t ook  t h e  a d v i ce  o f  one o f  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  W. E. Craddock who
urged  C o l q u i t t  t o  "go i n t o  t h e  f i g h t  good and s t r o n g "  by forming
21C o l q u i t t  f o r  Governor  c l ub s  in t he  v a r i o u s  c o u n t i e s  in Texas.  Many 
o f  t h e s e  c l ub s  were formed,  and t h e  T e r r e l l ,  Kaufman County,  Texas ,
Club i s  a good example o f  how t he  f o r ma t i on  took p l a c e .
The h e a d l i n e  o f  t h e  T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  Da i l y  T r a n s c r i p t  o f  
Ap r i l  16,  1906,  r ead  "Home Indor sement  o f  0. B. C o l q u i t t - - R a l l y  Held in 
I n t e r e s t  o f  Kaufman C o un t y ' s  Cand i da t e  f o r  Governor- -An E n t h u s i a s t i c  
G a t h e r i n g - - E x c e l l e n t  Speeches  Made and Some Ringing R e s o l u t i o n s  
Adop t ed - - La r ge  Club O r g a n i z ed . "  The en s u i n g  a r t i c l e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t
Over two hundred f r i e n d s  o f  Hon. 0.  B. C o l q u i t t  met a t  t he  t a b ­
e r n a c l e  S a tu rd a y  even ing  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  T e r r e l l  
C o l q u i t t  Club and a d o p t i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s  commending t h e  cand idacy  o f  
Mr. C o l q u i t t  f o r  Governor  o f  Texas .  Cap t a in  W. E. Craddock was 
e l e c t e d  t empora ry  chai rman o f  t he  meet ing  and George I .  Gray s e c r e ­
t a r y .  In a c c e p t i n g  t h e  c ha i r mans h i p  Cap t a in  Craddock made a speech 
h i g h l y  e u l o g i s t i c  o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  eminent  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e  S t a t e  as R a i l r o a d  Commissioner .  Mr. Craddock p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t  in making t h e  e x p re s s  com­
p an i e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  come t o  t i m e ,  in t h e  s e r v i c e  he had done t h e  
commercial  t r a v e l e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  exces s  baggage 
cha r ges  and h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  t he  f a rmer s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  in r e du c in g  t h e  
c o t t o n  r a t e .  Mr. Craddock spoke o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t  as  t h e  b u s i n e s s
20Undated form l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t ,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h iv e s .
^ L e t t e r  from Craddock to  C o l q u i t t ,  Apri l  4,  1906, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
39
men' s  c a n d i d a t e .  He was a home man, t o o ,  and t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n ,  who 
would n o t  s u p p o r t  Mr. C o l q u i t t  f o r  Governor  in t h e  c o n t e s t ,  t he  
s pe a k e r  i n t i m a t e d ,  was no t  p r o p e r l y  e du ca t ed  a long  t h e  l i n e s  o f  home 
p r i d e .
A f t e r  Craddock ' s  speech  a commit tee  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  draw up 
r e s o l u t i o n s  f o r  a permanent  C o l q u i t t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  While t h i s  commit­
t e e  was f o r m u l a t i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  Rober t  L. Warren made a speech 
" c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  [ C o l q u i t t ]  as  a man p e c u l i a r l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  f i l l  t he  
o f f i c e  o f  c h i e f  m a g i s t r a t e  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  S t a t e  [ f o r  which he]  r e c e i v e d  
a g r e a t  o u t b u r s t  o f  a p p l a u s e . "
Fol lowing War ren ' s  speech  t h e  commit tee  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a permanent  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  made i t s  r e p o r t ,  naming Wal t e r  C. P o r t e r  as  permanent  
chai rman.  A f t e r  be ing  e s c o r t e d  t o  t h e  c h a i r ,  P o r t e r  "made a r ou s i ng  
C o l q u i t t  s p e e c h . "  At t h i s  p o i n t  P o r t e r  a p p o i n t e d  a number o f  commit­
t e e s ,  and w h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  one o f  t h e  commi t t ees  t o  r e p o r t ,  Ed. R. 
Bumpass was c a l l e d  on f o r  t h e  t h i r d  speech  o f  t h e  even i n g .  Bumpass'  
speech c o n t a i n e d  a q u o t a t i o n  from t h e  B i b l e . He s a i d :
"Thou s h a l t  l ove  t h y  n e i g h b o r  as  t h y s e l f , "  and h e ld  t h a t  as C o l q u i t t  
was a c i t i z e n  o f  T e r r e l l  and in  t h a t  s en s e  a n e i g h b o r ,  ever y  c i t i z e n  
shou ld  obey t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  i n j u n c t i o n  and v o t e  f o r  him. He a l s o  
spoke o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t ' s  eminen t  p u b l i c  s e r v i t u d e  as  e n t i t l i n g  him t o  
t h e  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  a l l  o ve r  t h e  S t a t e .
The n e x t  b u s i n e s s  on t h e  agenda was t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  r e s o l u ­
t i o n s  commit tee  which e x p r e s s e d  and d e c l a r e d  "unbonded c on f i d e n ce  in t he  
i n t e g r i t y ,  a b i l i t y ,  p a t r i o t i s m  and s t a t e s m a n s h i p  o f  . . . Hon. 0.  B. 
C o l q u i t t  [who] . . . had e v e r  made i t  h i s  pr ime o b j e c t  and c h i e f  duty  
t o  s e r v e  t h e  e n t i r e  peop le  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  s t a t i o n  o r  c a l l i n g . "  Fo l ­
lowing t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  r e s l o u t i o n s  commit tee  an announcement  t h a t  t he  
c lub  membership "numbered n e a r l y  s i x  hundred v o t e r s ,  and t h a t  no s o l i c ­
i t a t i o n  had been made o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  T e r r e l l  [was]  r e c e i v e d
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wi t h  loud  c h e e r i n g . "  Before  ad j ournment  o f  t he  meet ing  a f o u r t h  speech 
was demanded and " . . .  Cap t a i n  Craddock made a n o t h e r  impass ioned  ad­
d r e s s .
C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  c and i dacy  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  was 
n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  c lubs  and l e t t e r s .  His campaign l i t e r a t u r e  was an impor­
t a n t  v e h i c l e  used t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  h i s  views t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .  In t he
C o l q u i t t  Papers  a r e  two f o u r  page 23 1 /2  - 17 inch b r o a d s i d e s  which were
23p r e s e n t  a long  wi th  numerous s m a l l e r  pamphle t s .  The b r o a d s i d e s  a r e  
v a r i o u s l y  l a b e l e d  wi t h  such major  t i t l e s  as  " C o l q u i t t ' s  Views on Rates  
o f  Cot ton  in Te xa s , "  " P l a t f o r m  and Biography of  0.  B. C o l q u i t t ,  Candi ­
d a t e  f o r  Governor , "  " P u b l i c  Que s t i ons  F u l l y  D i s c u s s e d , "  and "The Lumber 
Rates  in Texas and Why They Should Have Been Reduced."  S m a l l e r  sub­
t i t l e s  g ive  t h e  r e a d e r  a g l impse  a t  t h e  a r e a s  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
propaganda .  These t i t l e s  i n c l u d e  " T r u s t  Laws," "What He Stands  F o r , "  
" C o l q u i t t  Asks f o r  Square  D e a l , "  "People  Want a Man Who Does T h i ng s , "  
"Local  Opt ion Laws and P r o h i b i t i o n , "  "Hot Shot  in Thi s  Speech , "  "Mr. 
C o l q u i t t ' s  B a t t l e  Axe,"  "The C o l q u i t t  I d e a , "  "Favors  B e t t e r  S c h o o l s , "  
" E f f o r t s  t o  Stop t he  Free  Pass  Abuse , "  "To Reduce P as se ng e r  F a r e , "  and 
"Speech o f  0.  B. C o l q u i t t . "  The s m a l l e r  l e a f l e t s  a r e  pa mp h l e t - t y pe  pub­
l i c a t i o n s  and a r e  u s u a l l y  devoted  t o  one s u b j e c t  a r e a .  Many o f  t h e  sub­
j e c t s  d i s c u s s e d  in t h e  pamphle t s  a r e  i d e n t i c a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  in  t h e  b r o a d ­
s i d e s ,  b u t  some d i s c u s s  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  in  t he  1906 campaign such 
as "0.  B. C o l q u i t t ,  Cand i da t e  f o r  Governor ,  F r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  M i l i t i a , "
^ T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  Da i ly  T r a n s c r i p t , Apr i l  16,  1906.
23 Pamphlets and Broads ides ,  Campaign o f  1906, C o l q u i t t  Papers ,
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
"0.  B. C o l q u i t t ,  Cand i da t e  f o r  Governor  on t he  Cot ton D i f f e r e n t i a l , "  
"Ga lves ton  P o s i t i o n  D i s c u s s e d , "  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Agent  and L o b b y i s t , "  
" C o l q u i t t ' s  Record:  While in t he  Sena t e  Fought  t h e  Labor Uni ons , "  "Mr. 
C o l q u i t t ' s  Speech a t  View," "Home Indor sement  o f  0.  B. C o l q u i t t , "  "Hon. 
N. H. G o s s e t t ' s  L e t t e r  [ s u p p o r t i n g  C o l q u i t t ] , "  and "Our S t a t e  Candi ­
d a t e s .  "
Of c o u r s e ,  a l l  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  in t h e  pamphle t s  and b r o a d s i d e s  
i s  s l a n t e d  t o  g ive  t he  b e s t  p i c t u r e  p o s s i b l e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  cand idacy .
At t h e  same t i m e ,  t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a long wi th  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i s  a 
r i c h  s ou rc e  f o r  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  1906 campaign.
I s s u e s  which were d i s c u s s e d  in C o l q u i t t ' s  campaign l i t e r a t u r e  
f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s .  F i r s t ,  some i s s u e s  r e s u l t e d  because  o f  h i s  
t e n u r e  as  R a i l r o a d  Commissioner .  These i n c l u d e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  
s t o p  t h e  mi suse  o f  f r e e  r a i l r o a d  pa ss es  and h i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  b r i n g  about  
f a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  f r u i t  and v e g a t a b l e  g rower s ,  t h e  c o t ­
t on  f a r m e r s ,  and t h e  lumbermen.  The second c a t e g o r y  o f  i s s u e s  i n c lu d e d  
t h o s e  which were no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  bu t  were seemingly  p r e s ­
e n t  in a l l  p o l i t i c a l  campaigns .  This  group c o n s i s t e d  o f  t a x a t i o n ,  l o b ­
b y i n g ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  l and  p o l i c y ,  and t h e  m i l i t i a .  The t h i r d  c a t ­
egory  i n c l u de d  t h e  more c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  o f  c o r p o r a t e  t r u s t s ,  
C o l q u i t t ' s  r a c e  f o r  gove rnor  wh i l e  ho l d i ng  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  R a i l r o a d  Com­
m i s s i o n e r ,  l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  and t he  p r o h i b i t i o n  c o n t r o v e r s y .
Of a l l  t h e  i s s u e s  t h e  dual  q u e s t i o n  o f  l o c a l  o p t i o n  and p r o h i b ­
i t i o n  was t o  be t h e  most  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  one in a l l  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  g ub e r ­
n a t o r i a l  campaigns .  For t h a t  r e a son  i t  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in dep t h .
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24Although a l l  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  in t he  campaign f e l t  p r o h i b ­
i t i o n  shou ld  no t  be an i s s u e  and e x p r e s s e d  r e g r e t  t h a t  i t  had become 
25 .
one ,  i t  seemed d e s t i n e d  t o  be t h e  major  a r e a  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y .  Pr oof  o f  
t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  i s  ev i d en c ed  th r ough  a s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  between C o l q u i t t  
and W. T. C a r lo ck ,  a m e r ch an t ,  f a r m e r ,  and lawyer  o f  Pecan Gap, Texas .
On May 11,  1905,  t h e  day C o l q u i t t  f o r m a l l y  r e l e a s e d  h i s  p l a t f o r m ,
Car lock  wro t e  C o l q u i t t  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  North Texas were 
no t  going t o  s u p p o r t  him because  o f  h i s  views on t he  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o h i ­
b i t i o n .  Car lock  wr o t e :
The r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  t i l t  wi t h  Dr. Rankin was t o  impress  
upon t h e  minds o f  t h e  peop l e  t h a t  you a r e  an a r ch  enemy o f  t h e  Local 
Opt ion movement,  and t h a t  . . . you a r e  an a p o l o g i s t  and d e f e n d e r ,  
i f  n o t  t h e  f r i e n d ,  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c .  Unders t and  t h a t  I mere ly  
say t h a t  t he  i mpr es s i on  has been c r e a t e d - - w r o n g f u l l y  in my o p i n i o n ;  
bu t  Rankin c e r t a i n l y  sowed t h e  dragon t e e t h  t h a t  w i l l  s p r i n g  up an 
army o f  w a r r i o r s  t o  f i g h t  you in  1 9 0 6 . 2 6
C o l q u i t t  r esponded  t o  C a r l o c k ' s  l e t t e r  two days l a t e r  and den i ed  t h a t  he
was an "a r ch  enemy" o f  l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  but  was i n s t e a d  a l o c a l  o p t i o n i s t .
He a l s o  emphasized t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  was no t  an i s s u e  in t he  campaign.
Car lock  was no t  s a t i s f i e d  and penned t h e  f o l l o w i n g  message.
You deal  w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  [ l o c a l  o p t i o n ]  as an a b s t r a c t  t h e o r y  
in which you a r e  c o r r e c t  in a l a r g e  measure .  I look upon i t  as an 
ug ly  a c t u a l i t y  and a s e q u e n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  b e l i e v i n g  I r e f l e c t  t h e  s en ­
t i m e n t  o f  t h e  masses  in t h i s  s e c t i o n .  We a r e  a l l  e i t h e r  pros  o r
24 In a d d i t i o n  t o  C o l q u i t t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  in t h e  1906 campaign 
were Thomas M. Campbell  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  a l awyer  and p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  who 
was known as a f r i e n d  and f o l l o w e r  o f  fo r mer  Governor  James S. Hogg; 
Char l e s  K. B e l l ,  fo r mer  A t t o r n e y  General  o f  Texas ;  and Judge M. M. 
Brooks o f  D a l l a s .  See Seth  Shepard McKay, Texas P o l i t i c s ,  1906-1944 ,
p. 25.
^ H u c k a b y ,  p. 154.
^ L e t t e r  from Carlock to  C o l q u i t t ,  May 11 , 1905, C o lq u i t t
P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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27a n t i s  in North Texas .
C o l q u i t t  r e c o u n t e r e d  by i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he had once vo ted  f o r  l o c a l  
o p t i o n  and once a g a i n s t  i t ,  add ing :
I t h i n k  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  law i s  t h e  s e t t l e d  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
and shou l d  no t  be a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  in t h e  coming campaign.  I do 
not  see  a n y th i n g  t o  be ga in ed  by making a man' s  vo t e  on t h i s  q u e s ­
t i o n  a t e s t  o f  h i s  f i t n e s s  f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  en­
t i r e l y  a l o c a l  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  shou ld  be de t e r mined  by t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
each coun ty  o r  community f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and I have always and s h a l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  a dvoca te  t h a t  laws a dequa te  shou ld  be e na c t e d  f o r  i t s  
en fo rcement  in  communi t ies  a d o p t i n g  i t . 28
In Sep tember ,  1905,  t h e  C o l q u i t t - R a n k i n  c o n t r o v e r s y  renewed t h e  
i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  Rankin wro te  C o l q u i t t  a sk i ng  him t o  e x p l a i n  a p o r ­
t i o n  of  h i s  p l a t f o r m  which r e a d :  "I  do no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you can make
men good by law,  b u t  t he  laws made by men f o r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  
and f o r  t he  puni shment  o f  wrongdoing ought  t o  be f a i r l y  and i m p a r t i a l l y  
e n f o r c e d  th r ough  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  l e g a l  c h a n n e l s . "  Rankin was conce rned  
w i t h  t he  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  and i n q u i r e d  o f  C o l q u i t t ,  "Does t h i s  
r e f e r  t o  l o c a l  o p t i o n  law?" C o l q u i t t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h i s  remarks  r e f l e c t e d  
on ly  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  g e ne r a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  He added:
By i t  I mean t h a t  such a c t s  as grow ou t  o f  t h e  f r e e  moral  agency o f  
man in m a t t e r s  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,  h a b i t ,  and what  one e a t s  and d r i n k s ,  
i s  n o t  c o n t r o l l a b l e  by law; t h a t  a man has t o  answer t o  h i m s e l f ,  t o  
n a t u r e ,  t o  God, f o r  t h e  abuses  o f  t h e s e .  Real goodness  f lows  from 
t h e  h e a r t  and may r e s u l t  from t r a i n i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  and 
r e p e n t a n c e ,  and i s  n o t  due t o  c oe r c i o n  or  f o r c e .  You ask me i f  I 
d id  n o t ,  in f o r e g o i n g ,  " r e f e r  t o  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  law?" I d i d  n o t .
I r e f e r r e d  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n . 29
“ ^ L e t t e r  from Car lock  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  May 15,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar ch i ves .
O O
L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  C a r l ock ,  May 17,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
29 Pamphlet,  Campaign of  1906, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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As i f  t h e  p r e c ed i n g  e v e n t s  were no t  enough f ue l  f o r  t h e  p r o h i b i ­
t i o n  f l a m e s ,  a q u a r r e l  between C o l q u i t t  and J .  F. Wol t e r s  p iqued  t he  
i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  i s s u e .  Huckaby d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t .
Very l a t e  in t h e  campaign a q u a r r e l  between C o l q u i t t  and Colonel  
J .  F. ( " J a k e " )  W o l t e r s ,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Wholesa le  L i quor  D e a l e r s '  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Texas ,  f o r c e d  t h e  i s s u e  d r a m a t i c a l l y  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  
De s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  had s t a t e d  r e p e a t e d l y  in p u b l i c  t h a t  
he had vo t ed  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  in 1887 bu t  had opposed i t  e v e r  s i n c e  
t h e n ,  Wol te r s  s udden l y  announced t h a t  he would have t o  wi thdraw h i s  
promised s u p p o r t ,  on t h e  ground t h a t  C o l q u i t t  had d ece iv ed  him as t o  
h i s  vo t e  in 1887. Wol te r s  gave h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  and i t  
was t r e a t e d  as f r o n t  page news by t h e  paper s  h o s t i l e  t o  C o l q u i t t .  
Then C o l q u i t t  wro t e  him an e l ev e n  page l e t t e r ,  in which he reviewed 
h i s  e n t i r e  c or r e sponde nc e  w i t h  Wol te rs  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  and e x ­
p r e s s e d  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  Wol te r s  could  have mi su n d e r s t o o d  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  
Thi s  r e p l y  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  f r o n t  page p u b l i c i t y .  The Houston Chron­
i c l e  s t a t e d  e d i t o r i a l l y  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  was t o  blame f o r  r a i s i n g  t he  
i s s u e  o f  d e c e p t i o n  and t r i c k e r y  and t h a t  he had a c t e d  " in  a manner 
unbecoming a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  high o f f i c e . "  The C h r o n i c l e  even went  
so f a r  as t o  accuse  C o l q u i t t  o f  having d e l i b e r a t e l y  d ragged  t he  p r o ­
h i b i t i o n  q u e s t i o n  i n t o  t h e  campaign,  when i t  shou ld  n o t  be an i s s u e .  
C o l q u i t t ' s  f r i e n d s  f ou g h t  back by s p r e a d i n g  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  Wol te r s  
had been induced  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  l e t t e r  by t he  r a i l r o a d  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  
who were anx ious  t o  d e f e a t  C o l q u i t t  a t  any c o s t . 30
The d i e  seemed t o  be c a s t .  Al though C o l q u i t t  i n s i s t e n t l y  p r o ­
t e s t e d  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  shou ld  no t  be an i s s u e  in t h e  campaign,  i t  was 
one wi t h  which he was c o n t i n u a l l y  f o r c e d  t o  d e a l .
Even though C o l q u i t t  used a mass ive  amount o f  campaign l i t e r a ­
t u r e ,  i t  was h i s  p u b l i c  s pea k i ng  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  
phase  o f  h i s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign.  Of h i s  t h r e e  c a n va ss e s  t h e  1906
campaign was t he  l e a s t  a c t i v e  one.  Even s o ,  he made o v e r  one hundred 
31s p e e c h e s , '  most  o f  which were from one and o n e - h a l f  t o  t h r e e  hours  in
30Huckaby, pp.  156-67.
31 A s c he du le  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  1906 speak i ng  d a t e s  i s  a t t a c h e d  as 
Appendix A. Thi s  l i s t  was compi led  from a v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s .  News­
paper  c l i p p i n g s ,  s c r a p b o o k s ,  f l y e r s ,  b r o a d s i d e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  s peeches  and 
from t y p e w r i t t e n  s pea k i ng  s c h e d u l e s ,  t h e  C o l q u i t t  Papers  and t h e  Huckaby 
d i s s e r t a t i o n  were used.  To h e lp  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  d a t e s  a p e r p e t u a l  c a l ­
e nd ar  was u t i l i z e d .
45
l e n g t h . ^
C o l q u i t t ' s  1906 campaign s t a r t e d  in Da l l a s  on November 6,
33 34
1905,  and ended in T e r r e l l  on J u l y  27,  1906.  The f o l l o w i n g  day t he
v o t e r s  went  t o  t h e  p o l l s  t o  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  f o r  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  o f
t h e i r  c h o i c e .  When t h e  f i n a l  b a l l o t i n g  had ended t h e  p o p u l a r  vo t e  f o r
each c a n d i d a t e  was Campbel l ,  90 , 345 ;  Brooks ,  70 ,064;  C o l q u i t t ,  68 ,529 ;
and B e l l ,  65 , 168 .  With t he  v o t e  t h a t  c l o s e  i t  was p o s s i b l e  f o r  anyone
35t o  win t h e  nomina t ion  a t  t h e  c on ven t i on .
The con v en t i o n  was h e l d  August  14,  15,  16,  1906,  in  D a l l a s ,
Texas .  When t h e  v o t i n g  began ,  Brooks was e l i m i n a t e d  on t h e  f i r s t  b a l -  
36l o t .  A f t e r  t h e  second b a l l o t  began,  C o l q u i t t  became c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  numbers o f  Brooks '  vo t e s  which had been promised t o  him were ,  
in f a c t ,  be ing  c a s t  f o r  Bel l  o r  Campbel l .  Con se qu en t l y ,  C o l q u i t t  w i t h ­
drew from t h e  r a c e .  In h i s  wi thdrawal  speech he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i f  t he  
campaign had l a s t e d  twen t y  days l o n g e r  he would have won. However,  
t h i n g s  be ing  as t h e y  were ,  he had no chance of  winning  and,  in o r d e r  t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  who had r e c e i v e d  t h e  p l u r a l i t y  be s u p p or t e d  by
h i s  d e l e g a t e s ,  he had d e c i de d  t o  wi thdraw.  He began h i s  wi thdrawal
37speech by b l a s t i n g  t h e  T e r r e l l  E l e c t i o n  Law. He s a i d :
32 U n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  June 27,  1906,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ H u c k a b y ,  p. 138.
34
T e r r e l l  Da i ly  T r a n s c r i p t , J u l y  27 ,  1906.
35
D a l l a s  Morning News, August  5 ,  1906.
Houston [Texas ]  Da i l y  P o s t , August  16,  1906.
37The T e r r e l l  E l e c t i o n  Law o f  1905 i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  p r imary  as t h e  
method o f  nomina t ion  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  in  t h e  s t a t e .
46
I have advoca ted  a nominat ion  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  o f  t h e  Demo­
c r a t i c  p a r t y  by t he  i n d i v i d u a l  b a l l o t s  o f  t h e  f reemen o f  t h i s  S t a t e .  
I have s a i d  from t he  stump t h a t  t h e  T e r r e l l  e l e c t i o n  law was one o f  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  m o n s t r o s i t i e s  e v e r  pu t  upon t h e  s t a t u t e  books ,  and t h a t  
i t  pu t  in i t  t h e  power o f  d e l e g a t e d  c o nv e n t i on s  t o  o v e r t u r n  t h e  
s o v e r e i g n  w i l l  o f  t he  peop l e .  . . .  I b e l i e v e  . . . t h e  v o i c e  o f  
t h e  peop le  i s  t h e  v o i ce  o f  God. I ask my f r i e n d s ,  who s t o o d  by me 
l o y a l l y ,  in t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  r i g h t  t o  as l o y a l l y  s u p p o r t  Thomas M. 
Campbell  f o r  g o v e rno r .  I ask them in t he  i n t e r e s t  o f  j u s t i c e  and 
r i g h t  and f a i r  p l a y  . . . t o  c a s t  t h e i r  vo t e s  which t h e y  have been 
g i v i n g  me in t h e  s e v e r a l  c o u n t i e s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  t o  t h e  man who has 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  number o f  v o t e s ,  Thomas M. C a m p b e l l . 3°
C o l q u i t t  was f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  d u r i n g  h i s  wi t hdrawa l  speech
wi t h  c r i e s  o f  "Hurrah f o r  L i t t l e  O sc a r , "  "We' re w i t h  you in  1910, "  and
39s i m i l a r  e ncour ag i ng  remarks .  C o l q u i t t  i ndeed  " c a p t u r e d  t h e  conven-  
40t i o n "  wi t h  h i s  e x p l o s i v e  announcement .  He pe rhaps  d e s e r v e d  t h e  a c c o ­
l a d e s  o f  a newspaper  which b oa s t ed :
C o l q u i t t  made a manly f i g h t  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p .  He showed 
t h e  same v i g o r  o f  mind and body t h a t  would have c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  had he been made gove r no r .  The more t h e  peop l e  saw 
o f  C o l q u i t t  t h e  more t hey  were impres sed  w i t h  him,  and had t h e  cam­
paign  l a s t e d  a wh i l e  l o n g e r  h i s  chances  would have been most  f l a t ­
t e r i n g  f o r  s u c c e s s .  The people  have more a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  him today  
t han  t h e y  had y e s t e r d a y ,  and t he y  w i l l  have more f o u r  y e a r s  hence 
than  t he y  have t oda y .  C o l q u i t t ' s  f u t u r e  i s  no t  a t  a l l  dimmed by h i s
The 1906 campaign was t h e  f i r s t  campaign he ld  under  t h e  law. The law 
r e q u i r e d  t h e  Democrat ic  p a r t y  t o  p rov i de  f o r  a cumbersome t w o - f o l d  
sys tem f o r  t h e  nomina t ion  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  s t a t e  and l o c a l  o f f i c e .  The 
p r imary  e l e c t i o n s  were h e ld ;  bu t  t h e  conven t i on  v o t e  o f  each coun ty  was 
p r o r a t e d  among t h e  s e v e r a l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  each o f f i c e  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
t h e  p r imary  e l e c t i o n  vo t e s  c a s t  f o r  such c a n d i d a t e s .  The c onven t i on  was 
r e q u i r e d  t o  drop t h e  low man a f t e r  each b a l l o t ,  and coun ty  d e l e g a t i o n s  
were a u t h o r i z e d  t o  g ive  t h e  r e l e a s e d  vo t e s  t o  c a n d i d a t e s  o f  t h e i r  
c h o i c e .  Thi s  p l a n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c on t i nu e d  t h e  c onven t i on  as  a p o t e n t  f a c ­
t o r ,  c ap a b l e  o f  d e t e r mi n i ng  t he  nominee on o c ca s i on  when t h e r e  were 
s e v e r a l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  same o f f i c e .  See G a n t t ,  p.  269.
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Da l l a s  Morning News, August  17,  1906.
39 Da l l a s  Morning News, August  7,  1906.
40 Undated and u n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  C o l q u i t t  Scrap­




d e f e a t ,  bu t  i n s t e a d  has become b r i g h t e n e d .
So pe rhaps  C o l q u i t t ' s  wi thdrawa l  was an i m p o r t a n t  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  
f o r  h i s  f u t u r e  c a r e e r  as a p o l i t i c i a n .  Perhaps  i t  was a p o l i t i c a l l y  
s t r a t e g i c  maneuver ,  de s i gned  t o  c a r v e  f o r  him a more r ewar d ing  n i c he  
in t he  1910 campaign.  Perhaps  h i s  wi t hdrawa l  was t h e  b e g i nn in g  o f  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  movement t h a t  would p e rmi t  C o l q u i t t  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  prophecy
o f  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Houston Da i l y  P os t  who p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  "The n ex t
42g o v e r n o r ' s  name w i l l  begin  wi th  ' C. " '
In a l e t t e r  t o  Char l e s  E. Graves which was o f f i c i a l l y  r e l e a s e d  
f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  on May 29 ,  1909,  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  f o r m a l l y  an-
43nounced h i s  cand i dacy  f o r  t he  1910 Democra t i c  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  p r i mary .
In t h e  l e t t e r  t o  Graves C o l q u i t t  s u b m i t t e d  a b r i e f ,  t e n - p o i n t  p l a t f o r m  
p romi s ing  a t  a more a p p r o p r i a t e  t ime t o  e l a b o r a t e  on t h e  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s  
o f  t h e  d a y . 44 Thus ,  C o l q u i t t  aga i n  renewed a l i f e l o n g  a s p i r a t i o n  and 
began t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  prophecy o f  t h e  Houston e d i t o r  who in 1906 p r e ­
d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  name o f  t he  n e x t  new go v e rn o r  o f  Texas would "begin 
wi t h  ' C . ' " 45
41 Undated and u n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  C o l q u i t t  S c r ap ­
book,  Campaign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
Ar ch i ves .
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Times Hera ld  [ D a l l a s ,  T e x a s ] ,  J u l y  31,  1906.
43 Copy o f  p r i n t e d  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  p l a t f o r m  from C o l q u i t t  t o  
Graves ,  May 25,  1909,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
Ar ch i ves .
44Copy o f  p r i n t e d  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  p l a t f o r m  from C o l q u i t t  t o  
Graves ,  May 25,  1909,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
Ar ch i ves .
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Times H e r a l d , J u l y  31,  1906.
48
The Democrat i c  p r imary  e l e c t i o n  o f  1910,  in  which C o l q u i t t  was 
t o  emerge as t h e  v i c t o r ,  was d e s t i n e d  t o  be a complex,  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and 
l i v e l y  campaign.  By J u l y ,  1909,  s i x  prominent  c a n d i d a t e s  had e n t e r e d  or  
were p r e p a r i n g  t o  e n t e r  t he  r a c e .  Two o f  t h e s e  c a n d i d a t e s  were soon t o  
drop ou t  o f  t h e  c o n t e s t  and by e a r l y  1910 on ly  f o u r  h o p e fu l s  remained .  
They we re ,  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Rober t  Vance Davidson,  s t a t e  A t t o r ­
ney G en er a l ;  Cone J ohnson ,  T y l e r  a t t o r n e y ;  and Wi l l i am P o i n d e x t e r ,  
Cleburne  a t t o r n e y . ^
The s t r a t e g y  which C o l q u i t t  used in  t h e  1910 campaign was some­
what  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  he f o l l owe d  in t he  1906 c an va ss .  He ag a i n  
conducted  an e x h a u s t i v e  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  e f f o r t ,  u s i ng  a v a r i e t y  o f  form 
and p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r s .  Most o f  t he  l e t t e r s  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  h i s  
f i r s t  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign in t h a t  he announced t h a t  he was a c a n d i ­
d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r ,  b r i e f l y  o u t l i n e d  h i s  i d e a s  as t o  t he  q u a l i t i e s  o f  a 
good g o v e r n o r ,  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  he f e l t  he p o s s e s s e d  t h o s e
q u a l i t i e s ,  s o l i c i t e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  c au s e ,  and r e q u e s t e d  a r e p l y  t o  h i s  
47
l e t t e r .
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  announcement  o f  h i s  cand i dacy  C o l q u i t t  began 
h i s  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  campaign.  In a l e t t e r  da t ed  June 12,  1909,  t o  J .  M.
Gi lmer ,  C o l q u i t t  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  i t  was “ve r y  e a r l y  y e t  t o  beg in  a
48p o l i t i c a l  campaign f o r  n ex t  y e a r , "  he t ho u g h t  i t  a d v i s a b l e  t o  w r i t e  
t o
46
Huckaby,  pp.  203-04.
47 Numerous l e t t e r s  from C o l q u i t t  t o  p o t e n t i a l  v o t e r s ,  May, 1909,  
t o  May, 1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h iv e s .
48 L e t t e r  from C o lq u i t t  to  Gilmer, June 12, 1909, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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a few o f  [ h i s ]  f r i e n d s  and prominent  c i t i z e n s  in d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  
o f  t he  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  s o l i c i t i n g  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  and a s s i s ­
t a n c e  in o r g a n i z i n g  f o r  t h e  campaign . . . [ b e c a u s e ]  a man ' s  f r i e n d s  
and t h o s e  who e ndo r s e  h i s  views can do much more t o  l i n e  up a s i t u ­
a t i o n  and o r g a n i z e  t han  he can do h i m s e l f . 49
An i n n o v a t io n  in h i s  1910 l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  campaign was t h e  i n ­
c l u s i o n  o f  a p r i n t e d  pamphle t  w i t h  a cove r  l e t t e r ,  c o p i e s  o f  some o f  h i s  
s p e e c h e s ,  and h i s  p r i n t e d  p l a t f o r m .  Thi s  commer c i a l l y  p r e p a r e d  l i t e r ­
a t u r e  took  t he  f o l l o w i n g  form.
My Dear S i r :
I w i l l  be a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  Governor  o f  Texas ,  b e f o r e  t h e  Demo­
c r a t i c  p r i m a r i e s  t h e  l a s t  S a t u r d a y  in J u l y ,  1910.
Herewi th I am handing you copy o f  spee ches  d e l i v e r e d  by me a t  
San Saba,  Honey Grove,  H a s k e l l ,  and New Ulm, g i v i n g  my views on 
i m p o r t a n t  governmental  q u e s t i o n s .  I w i l l  be g l a d  f o r  you t o  read 
t h e  same c a r e f u l l y  and w r i t e  me i f  my views as  e x p r e s s e d  t h e r e i n  
meet  w i t h  yo u r  a p p r o v a l .  I a l s o  d i r e c t  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  my p l a t ­
form as p r i n t e d  in t h i s  pamphle t .
I would g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  and a s s i s t a n c e  in t he  
coming campaign,  and w i l l  be p l e a s e d  t o  have a l e t t e r  from y o u . 50
C o l q u i t t ' s  dependence on c o r r e s p on d e nc e  t o  g e t  h i s  message t o
t he  peop le  was abu nd an t l y  e v i d e n t  in t h e  1910 campaign.  The l e t t e r
p r e s s e s  in t h e  C o l q u i t t  Papers  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in
Arch ives  more than t r i p l e d  in s i z e  in compar i son w i t h  t h e  1906 l e t t e r
p r e s s e s .  The 1906 l e t t e r  p r e s s e s  were f i l e d  in two boxes ,  c o n t a i n i n g
t h r e e  volumes o f  r e p l i e s  t o  l e t t e r s ;  t h e  1910 l e t t e r  p r e s s e s  were f i l e d
51in s i x  boxes ,  c o n t a i n i n g  two volumes each o f  r e p l i e s  t o  l e t t e r s .
49
L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  Gi lmer ,  June  12,  1909,  C o l q u i t t  
P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  A rc h iv e s .
50 Pamphle t ,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar ch i ves .
51 An i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  volume o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  c o r r e sp o n de nc e  can 
be seen in a s h o r t  a r t i c l e  in t h e  San Antonio  [Texas ]  E x p r e s s , J u l y  15,  
1910,  which i n d i c a t e d  "The Au s t in  p o s t  o f f i c e  t o d a y  'went  s t r u c k '  aga i n  
because  o f  t he  immense amount o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  campaign l i t e r a t u r e  going 
o u t .  The f o r c e  was unab le  t o  hand le  i t . "
50
Equa l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  was t he  number o f  l e t t e r s  C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  
from h i s  s u p p o r t e r s .  The s h e e r  volume a lone  a t t e s t e d  t o  t h e  magni tude  
o f  t he  c o r r e s p o n d en c e .  Again ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  f i l e s  s eemingly  doub led ,  
an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  many o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  c a l l s  f o r  s u p p o r t  d i d  n o t  go un­
heeded.
As wi t h  t h e  1906 campaign l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  and a d v i ce  came 
from a l l  o ve r  t h e  s t a t e .  Most o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  avowed i n t e n s e  l o y a l t y  f o r  
C o l q u i t t ' s  c a n d i d a c y ,  e ndor s ed  h i s  views on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  t he  
day,  and r e q u e s t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  and campaign b u t t o n s  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  
t h e  v o t e r s  in  t h e  l e t t e r  w r i t e r ' s  l o c a l i t y  and s u g g e s t e d  names o f  o t h e r  
p rominent  c i t i z e n s  f o r  C o l q u i t t  t o  c o n t a c t .  A t y p i c a l  l e t t e r  was t he  
one r e c e i v e d  from J .  C. Howard o f  Longview. P o r t i o n s  o f  Howard' s  l e t t e r  
f o l l o ws :
Yours o f  r e c e n t  d a t e  r e c e i v e d  and w i l l  say t h a t  I e x p e c t  t o  sup­
p o r t  you f o r  Governor  o f  Texas and s h a l l  t a k e  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  in 
r e n d e r i n g  you any s e r v i c e  in  my power.  I have neve r  s u p p o r t e d  a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  o f f i c e  whose views I ag r e e  wi t h  more nor  s u p p o r t e d  a 
man f o r  o f f i c e  w i t h  more p l e a s u r e  t han  I have you in  y o u r  p a s t  
a s p i r a t i o n s  and I have l o s t  none o f  my z e a l  in y ou r  w e l f a r e  . . . .  
From a canvass  among [ r e s i d e n t s  o f  Rusk and Ha r r i so n  c o u n t i e s ]
I f i n d  t h a t  you a r e  s t r o n g  and t h a t  you w i l l  r e c e i v e  s u p p o r t  from 
men whom I n ev e r  e x p e c t e d  t o  be f a v o r a b l e  t o  you.  . . . P l e a s e  
i n s t r u c t  me as  t o  y o u r  p l a n s  and send l i t e r a t u r e  t o  a i d  me as I have 
a l r e a d y  begun my work,  in f a c t  have been t a l k i n g  f o r  you e v e r  s i n c e  
I know p o s i t i v e l y  you would be in t h e  r a c e .
I e n c l o s e  h e r e w i t h  names o f  prominen t  men o f  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  
t he  county  whom I b e l i e v e  would be impr es sed  w i t h  you and who a r e  
f a v o r a b l e  t o  y ou r  c an d i da cy .  I s u g g e s t  you send them l i t e r a t u r e  and 
o t h e r w i s e  encou r age  t h e i r  support .52-
In many i n s t a n c e s  C o l q u i t t ' s  l e t t e r s  r e s u l t e d  in  h i s  p i c k i n g  up 
s u p po r t  from t h o s e  who had vo t ed  a g a i n s t  him in 1906.  C. P. C h a s t a i n ,  
an a t t o r n e y  o f  Hamlin,  Texas ,  w ro t e  C o l q u i t t .
52 L e t t e r  from Howard to  C o l q u i t t ,  January 13, 1910, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Aust in  Archives .
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I suppose  you remember s t o p p i n g  a t  my home in E a s t l a n d  d u r i n g  
t h e  campaign o f  1905.  In t h a t  campaign,  my d e s i r e  was t o  s u p p o r t  
you ,  bu t  I had p ledged my s e l f  t o  Governor  Campbel l ,  and was honor  
bound t o  s u p p o r t  him, bu t  in  t h i s  campaign I am wi t h  you t o  a f i n ­
i s h .  I i n t e r we av e  i n t o  a l l  my s o c i a l ,  and a g r e a t  d e a l ,  o f  my b u s ­
i n e s s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  advance  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  
in t he  coming campaign f o r  Governor .  I w i l l  be ove r  a g r e a t  deal  o f  
t h e  Western p a r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  few months ,  and ,  I e x p ec t  
t o  sow seeds  f o r  h a r v e s t . 53
Not i n f r e q u e n t l y  a s u p p o r t e r  would o f f e r  more than t h e  r o u t i n e  
a s s i s t a n c e .  In a l e t t e r  o f  March 23,  1910,  Dr. J .  M. We l l s ,  no t  only  
o f f e r e d  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  l i t e r a t u r e  in h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  bu t  a d v i s e d  C o l q u i t t  
t h a t  i f  he would " o u t l i n e  a s h o r t  speech . . . [ he ]  would t a k e  t h e  stump 
in  [ C o l q u i t t ' s ]  b e h a l f . " ^
As in t h e  1906 campaign,  C o l q u i t t  aga i n  b e n e f i t e d  from e n d o r s e ­
ment o f  wel l  known c i t i z e n s  t h rough  open l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  some 
newspaper s .  One such l e t t e r  which C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  in  t h e  1910 cam­
paign  was from J on a t ha n  Lane,  whom C o l q u i t t  had c r i t i c i z e d  in  t h e  1906 
55campaign.  Lane ' s  long l e t t e r  t o  t he  e d i t o r  was in f a c t  an e s s a y  
a g a i n s t  p r o h i b i t i o n  and d e f e nse  o f  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  i n d i ­
v i d u a l .  I t  conc luded  t h u s :
For t h e  above r e a so n s  . . . and f o r  many o t h e r s  t oo  numerous t o  
ment ion in t h i s  l e t t e r ,  I oppose p r o h i b i t i o n  and e v e r y t h i n g  o f  t h a t  
c h a r a c t e r .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  Mr. C o l q u i t t ,  i f  e l e c t e d ,  would oppose 
a l l  o f  t h e s e  t h r e a t e n e d  i n j u r i e s ,  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  a b i l ­
i t y ,  and r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t he  o t h e r  gent l emen named would n o t ,  I f e e l  
i t  t o  be mv d u t y ,  as a c i t i z e n  and democr a t ,  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  c a n d i ­
d a c y . 56
53 L e t t e r  from Ch as ta in  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J a n u a ry  6 ,  1910,  C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
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L e t t e r  from Wells  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  March 23,  1910,  C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ L a G r a n g e  [Texas ]  J o u r n a l , J u l y  26,  1906.
56 Pamphlet,  Campaign of  1910, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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Again ,  as  t h e  voluminous l e t t e r  p r e s s e s  i n d i c a t e d ,  C o l q u i t t  a c ­
knowledged each l e t t e r  he r e c e i v e d ,  u s ing  a form l e t t e r  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e
57one he used in t he  1906 campaign.  In some c a s e s ,  however ,  C o l q u i t t  
r e s o r t e d  t o  pe r s on a l  l e t t e r s .  A f t e r  Lane had e ndo r s ed  h i s  cand i dacy  
C o l q u i t t  w ro t e :
I have r e ad  y o u r  open l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  g i v i n g  y ou r  r e a sons  
f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  me in t h e  r a c e  f o r  Governor .
I t h i n k  y o u r  a rgument  and y o u r  r e as ons  one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on t h e  i s s u e s  in  t h i s  campaign t h a t  I have seen from 
any s o u r c e .  I t a k e  t h i s  o c ca s i on  t o  s i n c e r e l y  thank  you f o r  y o u r  
f r i e n d s h i p  and s u p p o r t  in t h i s  c o n t e s t .  I t h i n k  i t  means a g r e a t  
deal  t o  t h e  peop le  o f  Texas .
I can s ay  t o  you t r u t h f u l l y  and mean i t  when I say i t ,  t h a t  i f  
I had seen any o t h e r  pe r son  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h o r i z o n  who would have 
s t ood  o u t  b o l d l y  and made a f i g h t  in  t h e  campaign f o r  a d e f e n se  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t s  as you and I s ee  and u n d e r s t a n d  them,  I would 
have been g l a d  t o  have f o r egone  t h e  l a b o r ,  expense  and worry o f  t h i s  
f i g h t . 58
Another  p a r t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  campaign s t r a t e g y  in t he  1910 canvass  
was t he  o r g a i n z a t i o n  o f  C o l q u i t t  c l u b s .  There  we re ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  numerous 
c l ubs  in o p e r a t i o n  in t h e  1906 campaign,  bu t  g r e a t e r  emphasis  on t he  
i mpor tance  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a more c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  a t  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  seemed e v i d e n t  in  t h e  1910 campaign.  C o r r o b o r a t i o n  o f  t he  i n f l u ­
ence o f  t h e s e  c lu b s  can be seen in a form l e t t e r  t o  t h e  membership o f  
t h e  T r a v i s  County C o l q u i t t  Club in A u s t i n .  The p r e s i d e n t  Char l e s  Rogan 
and s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  Henry Hutchings  o f  t h a t  o r g a i n z a t i o n  ma i l ed  t he  
f o l l o wi n g  l e t t e r  t o  i t s  members.
A mee t ing  o f  t h e  C o l q u i t t  Club w i l l  be h e ld  S a t u r d a y ,
March 2 6 t h ,  1910,  a t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  s h a r p ,  in t h e  C o l q u i t t  Headquar­
t e r s  a t  t h e  D r i s k i l l  H o t e l .  At t h i s  meet ing  m a t t e r s  o f  g r e a t  impor­
t a n c e  a r e  t o  be d i s c u s s e d  in t he  i n t e r e s t  o f  ou r  c ho i ce  f o r  g o v e rno r .
^ S e e  pp.  37 -38 ,  above.
58L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  to  Lane, March 22, 1910, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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I t  i s  ou r  d e s i r e  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  membership o f  t h i s  Club t o  
1000 o r  more members.  I t  i s  t h e  purpose  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  t o  have Hon. 
0.  B. C o l q u i t t  d e l i v e r  an a d d re s s  a t  Aus t in  in t he  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  and 
on t h a t  o c c a s i o n  i t  i s  t h e  purpose  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  t o  g ive  him a 
r o u s i n g  r e c e p t i o n ,  s econd t o  none in  t h e  S t a t e ,  and t o  de mo n s t r a t e  
ou r  pu rpos e  and a b i l i t y  t o  e l e c t  him g ove r no r  o f  t h i s  S t a t e .  We 
want  you t o  no t  on l y  be p r e s e n t  y o u r s e l f  n e x t  S a tu r da y  n i g h t ,  bu t  
t o  a l s o  i n v i t e  o t h e r  f r i e n d s  o f  h i s  t o  t h i s  m e e t i n g . 59
Ano t he r  t e s t a m e n t  o f  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  C o l q u i t t  Clubs was t h e  
c o r r e s p o nd e nc e  C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  from v a r i o u s  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  be ­
tween J a n u a r y  15,  1910,  and J a n ua ry  24,  1910. During t h a t  t ime C o l q u i t t  
r e c e i v e d  t e n  l e t t e r s ,  an ave r age  o f  one pe r  day,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
C o l q u i t t  c l u b s  were be ing  f o r m e d . ^  The e n t h u s i a s m  was so g r e a t  f o r  t h e  
C o l q u i t t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  Frank Beauman " o r ga n i z e d  a l a d i e s  C o l q u i t t  
c l ub  in  Lampasas ."
In a d d i t i o n  t o  advanc ing  h i s  campaign th rough  l e t t e r s  and 
C o l q u i t t  c l u b s ,  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  hopefu l  u t i l i z e d  p r i n t e d  co p i es  o f  
p e r t i n e n t  spee ches  he had made. As i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  in t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  
he ma i l ed  c o p i e s  o f  h i s  s peeches  wi t h  h i s  c o r r e s p o n de nc e .  He a l s o  used 
t h e  newspaper  as a medium f o r  making h i s  s peeches  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  pub­
l i c .  A f t e r  h i s  opening  a d d r e s s  a t  Wich i t a  F a l l s ,  Texas ,  f o r  example,  
he ma i l ed  15,000 c op i e s  o f  t h a t  speech t o  Jona t han  W. B a s s e t t ,  p u b l i s h e r  
o f  t he  Venus [Texas ]  T i mes , t o  be i n c l u d ed  as an i n s e r t  f o l d e r  t o
59 Form l e t t e r  from Rogan and Hutchings  t o  "Dear  S i r , "  March 25 ,  
1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  Ar ch i ves .
60 L e t t e r s  from Murray,  J a n u a ry  15,  1910; P e s i k ,  J a n u a ry  16,  
1910; Kindred and J ohnson ,  J a n u a ry  20 ,  1910;  Braham, Janua r y  21,  1910; 
F r a n c e s ,  J a n u a r y  22,  1910; B u r n e t t ,  J a n u a ry  23 ,  1910; S k i n n e r ,  F i n d l e y ,  
and Hayes,  J a n u a r y  24,  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Au s t in  A r c h i v e s .
^ L e t t e r  from Beauman to  C o l q u i t t ,  Apri l  7,  1910, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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supplement  B a s s e t t ' s  newspaper  and t o  be s e n t  t o  o t h e r  newspaper s .  J u s t  
how much C o l q u i t t  used t h i s  s t r a t e g y  canno t  be e x a c t l y  d e t e r m i n e d ,  but  
from t h e  numerous r e q u e s t s  f o r  c op ie s  o f  h i s  speech  and l e t t e r s  p romi s ­
ing t o  honor  t he  r e q u e s t ,  i t  can be g e n e r a l i z e d  t h a t  he used t h i s  method
C O
t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t .
C o l q u i t t  a l s o  u t i l i z e d  b r o a d s i d e s  and s m a l l e r  pamphle t s  i n  h i s  
campaign.  T i t l e s  i n c l u d e  " C o l q u i t t  Endorsed in S t r ong  Ad d r e s s , "  
" C o l q u i t t  Exp l a ins  Rate R e d u c t i o n s , "  "0.  B. C o l q u i t t ,  Cand i da t e  f o r  Gov­
e r n o r , "  "The S t a t e  Ran ge rs , "  " C o l q u i t t  Fol lows Hogg' s  P r e c e d e n t , "  
" C o l q u i t t ' s  P l a t f o r m , "  and "Despot i sm o f  One Man Power.
In a d d i t i o n  t o  campaign l i t e r a t u r e  in E n g l i s h ,  C o l q u i t t  a l s o  
c a t e r e d  t o  h i s  German f o l l o w i n g  by p u b l i s h i n g  m a t e r i a l s  in t h a t  l a n ­
guage.  Copies o f  s peeches  g iven  a t  San Saba and New Ulm a r e  l o c a t e d  in 
t h e  1910 b r o a d s i d e s  and pamphle t s .  Fu r th e r mo r e ,  a l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  
t o  H. V. Schumann o f  New B r a u n f e l s ,  Texas ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  " l i t e r a t u r e  
p r i n t e d  in G e rm a n" ^  would be f o r thcomi ng .
Another  s t r a t e g y  which C o l q u i t t  employed in  t h e  1910 campaign 
was t he  use o f  prominent  men t o  speak f o r  him. He had,  o f  c o u r s e ,  used 
s pe a k e r s  in t h e  1906 c a n v a s s ,  bu t  no t  as  e x t e n s i v e l y  as he d id  in  1910. 
There  a r e  numerous l e t t e r s  in t he  C o l q u i t t  Papers  s ee k in g  ou t  p o s s i b l e  
s p e a k e r s .  As e a r l y  as  December 13,  1909,  C o l q u i t t  wro t e  F. F. H i l l  f o r
62 Numerous l e t t e r s  t o  and from C o l q u i t t ,  September ,  1909,  t o  
J u ne ,  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
63 Broads ides  and Pamphle t s ,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
64 L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  Schumann, February 24, 1910, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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h i s  a s s i s t a n c e .
I am now w r i t i n g  t o  ask i f  I can put  you down among t h o s e  o f  my 
f r i e n d s  upon whom I can depend t o  make some speeches  as t h e  cam­
paign p r o g r e s s e s  n ex t  s p r i n g  and summer, e i t h e r  in y o u r  county  o r  
a d j o i n i n g  c o u n t i e s  where p i c n i c s  and ba rbecues  may be h e ld  and 
where a s p e a k e r  w i l l  be needed.  I r e c o g n i z e  y ou r  g r e a t  a b i l i t y  in 
t h i s  r e s p e c t  and would be ve ry  much p l e a s e d  t o  have your  a s s i s ­
t a n c e .  65
C o l q u i t t  d i d  no t  l i m i t  h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  s pea ke r s  t o  t h o s e  us ing
t he  En g l i sh  l anguage .  Cogn izan t  o f  t h e  numerous v o t e r s  o f  German and
o t h e r  d e s c e n t s ,  he u t i l i z e d  t h e  s k i l l s  o f  members o f  t h o s e  e t h n i c  groups
t o  h i s  a dv an t a g e .  A l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  W. A. Wurzbach r e q u e s t e d
t h a t  Wurzabch "go i n t o  h i s  s e c t i o n  and make one o r  more speeches  in  t he
German l anguage  [ i n  o r d e r  t h a t ]  our  s t r e n g t h  . . .  be m a t e r i a l l y  s o l i d -  
66i f i e d . "  San Antonio  Express  in r e p o r t i n g  on a s peak i ng  campaign 
wr o te :
Claude V. B i r kh ea d ,  campaign manager  in Bexar  Coutny,  announced 
Sa tu r da y  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  week t h e r e  w i l l  be speeches  a t  Leon 
S p r i n g s ,  Westmore,  Macdona,  Van Ormy, S a y e r s ,  Somerse t ,  Thelma,  
Adkins ,  Elmendor f ,  Oak I s l a n d ,  Converse  and F r a t t .  Addresses  w i l l  
be in P o l i s h ,  Mexican,  German, and E n g l i sh .
Even though C o l q u i t t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  o t h e r  s pea ke r s  cou ld  prove
wo r t hwh i l e  in  h i s  c a u s e ,  he was no t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  in h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f
o r a t o r s .  In a p e r s on a l  l e t t e r  t o  B. L. G i l l ,  C o l q u i t t  vo i ced  t h e  o p i n -
68ion t h a t  he would use a pe r son  on l y  i f  he were "a good stump s p e a k e r . "
65
L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  H i l l ,  December 13,  1909,  C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  Wurzbach,  June 20,  1910,  C o l a u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
®^San Antonio  E x p r e s s , J u l y  17,  1910.
^ L e t t e r  from C o lq u i t t  to  G i l l ,  June 18, 1910, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
56
Many o f  t h e  i s s u e s  d i s c u s s e d  in t h e  campaign l i t e r a t u r e  o f  1910 
were c a r r i e d  ove r  from t h e  1906 c an v as s .  P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  concern  f o r  
t he  f a r m e r ,  penal  r e f o r m,  p r o h i b i t i o n  and l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  runn ing  f o r  one 
o f f i c e  w h i l e  h o l d i n g  a n o t h e r ,  and t a x a t i o n ,  among o t h e r s  were r ehashed  
in 1910. New i s s u e s  i n j e c t e d  in t he  campaign were l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n ­
ment ,  " l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t , "  " B a i l e y i s m , "  and t he  R a n k i n - C o l q u i t t  c o n t r o ­
v e r s y .  Because o f  t h e  i n t e n s e  v o t e r  i n t e r e s t  in "Ba i l ey i sm"  and t h e  
R a n k i n - C o l q u i t t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  t h e s e  i s s u e s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in some 
d e t a i l .
Second t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  one o f  t h e  most  c o n t r o v e r ­
s i a l  and c o m p l i c a t e d ,  i s s u e s  in t h e  1910 campaign was t h a t  o f  " B a i l e y ­
i sm."  Se th  S. McKay and Odie B. Fau l k ,  in  t h e i r  book Texas A f t e r  
S p i n d l e t o p , w r i t e ,  "Perhaps  t h e  most  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  f i g u r e  d u r i n g  t h i s
p e r i o d  [1901-1913]  was Joseph  Weldon B a i l e y ,  and t h e  g r e a t e s t  i s s u e  was
69h i s  h o n e s t y — o r  l a c k  o f  i t . "
B a i l e y ,  a M i s s i s s i p p i  an by b i r t h  and a Texas t r a n s p l a n t ,  had a 
long and t u r b u l e n t  c a r e e r  in  p o l i t i c s .  In 1890 he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  
Uni t ed  S t a t e s  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  where he s e r v ed  f o r  t en  y e a r s .
In 1900 he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  S e n a t e . ^
Soon a f t e r  B a i l e y ' s  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Sena t e  he began t o  a c c e p t  
f e e s  from t h e  r a i l r o a d s  and o t h e r  l a r g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s , t he  most  n o t a b l e  
o f  which were t h e  S t a nda rd  Oil  Company and i t s  numerous s u b s i d i a r i e s .
As t h e  g r e a t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  were c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t he  enemies  o f  t h e
69
Seth  S. McKay and Odie B. Fau l k ,  Texas A f t e r  S p i n d l e t o p  
( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  Steck-Vaughn Company, 1965) ,  p. 17.
^McKay and Faulk ,  pp. 17-18.
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p e o p l e ,  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n  when B a i l e y  so ug h t  r e - e l e c t i o n  
in 1907. However,  B a i l ey  braved  t h e  s t o rm o f  p r o t e s t  and was unopposed 
f o r  h i s  s e a t  in Congress .  I t  appea red  t h a t  he had won a c l e a r  v i c t o r y  
ove r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  bu t  b e f o r e  t h e  Texas S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
cou ld  meet  in 1907 t o  conf i rm h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  Rober t  Vance Davidson,  who 
was t o  be one o f  t he  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  g ove r no r  o f  Texas in  1910,  i n s t i ­
g a t e d  an i n q u i r y  i n t o  B a i l e y ' s  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  l a r g e r  o i l  companies .  
Upon f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i t  was found t h a t  B a i l e y  a c c e p t ed  a r e t a i n e r  
o f  $100,000 as  c o u n s e l o r  f o r  t h e  W a t e r - P i e r c e  Oil  Company. In t h e  f a l l  
o f  1906 Davidson f i l e d  a s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  company,  p e t i t i o n i n g  t h e  c o u r t  
t o  cance l  t h e  company' s  r i g h t  t o  o p e r a t e  in Texas and t o  a s s e s s  i t  ap ­
p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in  p e n a l t i e s .  During t h e  h i g h l y  pub­
l i c i z e d  t r i a l  which e ns u e d ,  i t  came t o  l i g h t  t h a t  B a i l e y  had been ad­
vanced money d ur i n g  t h e  1906 e l e c t i o n .  Thi s  money had been termed a 
l o a n ,  bu t  B a i l ey  had n e ve r  r e p a i d  t he  o i l  company. Thus ,  t h e  Water-  
P i e r c e  Oil  Company was o u s t e d  from t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas and f i n e d  n e a r l y  
two m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .
As a r e s u l t  o f  t he  t r i a l ,  t h e  Texas l e g i s l a t u r e  a pp o i n t e d  a 
commit tee  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  B a i l e y ' s  r e c o r d ,  but  b e f o r e  t h e  commit tee  had 
done much work on t he  c a s e ,  t h e  same l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  a u t h o r i z e d  t he  
commit tee  r e - e l e c t e d  B a i l e y  by a l a r g e  m a j o r i t y ,  t h u s  e x o n e r a t i n g  
B a i l e y .  B a i l e y ,  however ,  was no t  s a t i s f i e d  and pu t  h i s  c as e  b e f o r e  a 
s p e c i a l  p r imary  e l e c t i o n  in 1908.  A b i t t e r  c o n t e s t  between t h e  p ro-  
B a i l e y  and a n t i - B a i l e y  f o r c e s  e nsued ,  bu t  aga i n  B a i l e y  and h i s  f r i e n d s  
won by a l a r g e  m a j o r i t y .
McKay and Faulk draw t he  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n  c once rn i ng  t he  
B a i l e y  i s s u e .  They s t a t e :
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Texas v o t e r s  were a lmos t  e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  on t h e  B a i l e y  c o n t r o ­
v e r s y ;  o l d  f r i e n d s  had f a l l e n  ou t  and even f ou gh t  o ve r  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
t h e  s e n a t o r ' s  h one s t y .  Some seemed t o  c o n s i d e r  B a i l e y  a s o r t  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  " s a i n t "  who could  do no wrong,  wh i l e  o t h e r s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  
he was a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  " p r e d a t o r y  w e a l t h "  and had used h i s  o f ­
f i c e  as Uni t ed  S t a t e s  s e n a t o r  t o  s e c u r e  more and l a r g e r  l e g a l  f e e s .  
For n e a r l y  t h r e e  decades  a f t e r  1900,  Texas v o t e r s  were i n c l i n e d  t o  
judge  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a l l  a s p i r a n t s  f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  on t h e  
b a s i s  o f  wh e t h e r  t he  c a n d i d a t e s  f av o r e d  or  opposed S e n a t o r  Joseph  
Weldon B a i l e y . 71
Thus ,  in 1910 C o l q u i t t ,  as wel l  as o t h e r  s e e k e r s  o f  t h e  g o v e r ­
n o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  had t o  contend  wi th  t he  B a i l e y  i s s u e .  How t o  deal  wi t h  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  i ndeed  posed an i n t e r e s t i n g  dilemma.  I f  Texans were 
e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  on t he  B a i l ey  i s s u e ,  as McKay and Faulk s u g g e s t  t h a t  
t h e y  we re ,  t hen  e i t h e r  an endorsement  by B a i l ey  o r  r e j e c t i o n  by him 
would t h e o r e t i c a l l y  s p l i t  t he  vo t e .
As t h e  s i t u a t i o n  p r o g r e s s e d  C o l q u i t t  seemed t o  en j oy  t h e  most
e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s .  Al though B a i l ey  e v e n t u a l l y
72en d o r s ed  P o i n d e x t e r ,  he wro t e  a l e t t e r  t o  C o l q u i t t  in which he s a i d
t h a t  "whi l e  he [would]  s u p p o r t  e i t h e r  Brooks ,  P o i n d e x t e r ,  o r  Shaw
a g a i n s t  [ C o l q u i t t ]  f o r  Governor ,  because  [ he ]  was under  deep p o l i t i c a l
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  a l l  o f  them,  [ he ]  would i n f i n i t e l y  r a t h e r  s ee  [ C o l q u i t t ]
73e l e c t e d  t o  t h a t  high o f f i c e  than  e i t h e r  Davidson o r  J o h ns on . "  Of 
c o u r s e ,  C o l q u i t t  was no t  r e l u c t a n t  t o  s h a r e  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  B a i l e y ' s  
l e t t e r  wi t h  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s .  F i n a l l y ,  n e a r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  cam­
p a i g n ,  t h e  newspapers  in  t he  s t a t e  p u b l i s h e d  a l e t t e r ,  s u pp o s e d l y  from 
B a i l e y  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  in  which t h e  S e n a t o r  was quoted  as  s ay i ng  C o l q u i t t ' s
^McKay and Fau l k ,  pp.  20-23.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  17,  1910.
73 L e t t e r  from Bai ley  to  C o l q u i t t ,  January 8,  1910, C o lq u i t t
P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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p l a t f o r m  more c l o s e l y  c o i n c i d e d  wi th  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s  than
any o f  t he  c a n d i d a t e s .  Even though B a i l e y  vehement ly  den i ed  t h a t  he
wro te  t he  l e t t e r ,  i t  was e x c e l l e n t  p o l i t i c a l  a r t i l l e r y  f o r  C o l q u i t t  and
h i s  s u p p o r t e r s . ^
The R a n k i n - C o l q u i t t  c o n t r o v e r s y  seemed a p e r e n n i a l  i s s u e  each
t ime C o l q u i t t  ran f o r  o f f i c e .  I n s t i g a t e d  in  1904,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s
between t h e  two seemed d e s t i n e d  neve r  t o  be r e c o n c i l e d .  In t he  1910
campaign Rankin r edoub l ed  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  u s ing  e ve r y  means p o s s i b l e  t o
d e f e a t  C o l q u i t t .
R a n k i n ' s  f i r s t  e f f o r t  t o  d e f e a t  C o l q u i t t  was h i s  announcement
t h a t  he would s u p p o r t  Davidson in t h e  upcoming e l e c t i o n .  In December,
1909,  Rankin wro te  in t h e  Aus t in  [Texas ]  S t a t e s m a n :
There  i s  one man in  t he  r ac e  whom we r e g a r d  as  ve r y  i n i m i c a l  to  
our  caus e .  He i s  opposed t o  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  to  submi s s i on  and t o  a l l  
r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  He b e l i e v e s  in t he  open s a l o o n ,  a l ax  
Sabbath and t h e  dominance of  a c e r t a i n  e l emen t  o f  p o l i t i c s  t h a t  
would make h i s  e l e c t i o n  a c a l a m i t y  t o  t h e  moral  and t he  m a t e r i a l  
weal o f  t he  s t a t e . 75
C o l q u i t t  d id  no t  l e t  R an k i n ' s  December,  1909,  s t a t e m e n t  go
unheeded.  In a t e r s e  bu t  emphat i c  l e t t e r ,  he vehement ly  p r o t e s t e d  t he  
76a c c u s a t i o n s .  Rankin r e t a l i a t e d  by a c c u s i n g  C o l q u i t t  o f  s t r a d d l i n g  
t he  fence  on t he  l o c a l  o p t i o n  q u e s t i o n ,  o f  be ing  on b e s t  t e rms  wi th  t he  
l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t  and e x p e c t i n g  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  in t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  and condem­
ning C o l q u i t t  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  f r e e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  from t h e  r a i l r o a d s  t o  
make h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a n v a s s e s .  F i n a l l y ,  Rankin i n d i c t e d  C o l q u i t t  f o r
74
Au s t in  S t a t e s m a n , May 18,  1910,  and May 20 ,  1910.
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Aus t in  S t a t e s m a n , December 14,  1909.
7 r
L e t t e r  from C o lq u i t t  to  Rankin, December 17, 1909, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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h i s  c a s t i g a t i o n  o f  Governor  Campbe l l ' s  use o f  t h e  S t a t e  Rangers  t o  e n ­
f o r c e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  laws a t  Ama r i l l o  a f t e r  t he  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  had r e ­
fused  t o  do s o . 77
The b a t t l e  o f  l e t t e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  campaign and
78were w i de l y  p u b l i s h e d  in t he  newspapers  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  t he  c o n t r o v e r s y  made i n t e n s e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d i n g  and was f o l ­
lowed a v i d l y  by both  f r i e n d  and foe  o f  t he  two camps.
C o l q u i t t ' s  r e p l y  t o  one o f  R an k i n ' s  l e t t e r s  in t he  March 12,  
1910,  i s s u e  o f  t he  Comanche Ch ie f  c a p t u r e d  t h e  e s s e n ce  o f  t he  c o n t r o ­
v e r s y .  C o l q u i t t  began h i s  d i a t r i b e  wi t h  t h e s e  words :
I have read y o u r  open l e t t e r  as  p r i n t e d  in t h e  s t a t e  paper s  o f  
l a s t  Sunday and Tuesday.  I r e f r a i n  from c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  your  mi s ­
s t a t e m e n t s  and f a l s e  d e d u c t i o n s  abou t  me as  t h e y  shou ld  be f o r  I do 
no t  c a r e  t o  be as  unseemly as you a r e .  I would no t  t r e s p a s s  upon 
t he  p u b l i c  p a t i e n c e  no r  t he  space  o f  t he  newspaper  t o  g ive  you 
f u r t h e r  n o t i c e  e x c e p t  f o r  t he  f a c t  t h a t  you pose as a l e a d e r  and 
p o l i t i c a l  boss  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  e l emen t  in t h e  Democrat ic  p a r t y ,  
and seek f u r t h e r  t o  impress  yo ur  i n s i n u a t i o n s  and s l a n d e r s  upon t he  
r e a d e r  by r ea son  o f  t h e  supposed s a n c t i t y  o f  y o u r  c a l l i n g .  There  
a r e  two new . . . m a t t e r s  which you i n t r o d u c e  i n t o  yo u r  d i s c u s s i o n  
in l a s t  Sunday ' s  p ap er  which I want  t o  r e f e r  t o .  You r e f e r  t o  some 
f a l s e h o od  which you pe rhaps  caused t o  be c i r c u l a t e d  a g a i n s t  me on 
t h e  p r imary  e l e c t i o n  in J u l y ,  1906,  abou t  a speech I made in Comal
c o u n t y .79
C o l q u i t t  t hen quo t ed  a p o r t i o n  o f  R an k i n ' s  open l e t t e r  in which 
he accused  C o l q u i t t  o f  making a p o l i t i c a l ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  speech on Sunday 
t o  t he  Sons o f  Hermann. C o l q u i t t  c o un te r ed  by s ay i ng  t h a t  t h e  speech
77L e t t e r  from Rankin t o  C o l q u i t t ,  December 20 ,  1909,  C o l q u i t t  
P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
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’ Fo r t  Worth [Texas ]  Reco r d , J a n u a ry  9 ,  1910;  Aus t in  S t a t e s m a n , 
J anua ry  23,  1910; and v a r i o u s  u n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper  c l i p p i n g s ,  C o l q u i t t  
Scrapbook,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Aus t in  Arch i ves .
7^Comanche [Texas ]  C h i e f ,  March 12,  1910.
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80was no t  a p o l i t i c a l  one,  t h a t  t h e  remarks  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him in t he  
speech were f a l s e h o o d s ,  t h a t  Rankin knew t hey  were f a l s e h o o d s ,  and t h a t  
Rankin was t he  much more g u i l t y  o f  t h e  two f o r  p e r p e t r a t i n g  t h e  f a l s e ­
hoods.  He then  proceeded t o  c l e v e r l y  t u r n  t h e  t a b l e s  on Rankin by 
condemning him f o r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  sermons d e l i v e r e d  on t h e  Sabba th .  The 
Comanche Ch ie f  con t i n u e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  l e t t e r .
I f  I v i o l a t e d  t he  p r o p r i e t i e s  in making a speech  on Sunday what  
must  be s a i d  o f  you who have been making and l a t e l y  made a p o l i t i ­
cal  speech in t he  opera  house in  D a l l a s  on Sunday e v e n i n g ,  f i l l e d  
wi t h  a t i r a d e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  abuse  o f  t h o s e  whom you d i d n ' t  l i k e ,  a t  
a p o l i t i c a l  meet ing  c a l l e d  by you and o t h e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  p r o h i b i t i o n  
and form an o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  D a l l a s  coun t y  t o  e l e c t  members o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  p ledged t o  c a r r y  o u t  y o u r  p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s ?  And what  
abou t  t he  members o f  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  who went  o u t  t o  d i f f e r e n t  towns 
and made p o l i t i c a l  s peeches  in t h e  p u l p i t s  o f  c e r t a i n  Met hod i s t  
chu r ches  on p r o h i b i t i o n ?  They were p o l i t i c a l  s p e e c h e s .  Does t he  
v i c e  o f  a t h i n g ,  in yo u r  o p i n i o n ,  depend s o l e l y  on wh e t h e r  t he  man 
who does i t  i s  a f r i e n d  o f  y o u r s  o r  because  he a g r e es  w i t h  you in  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  m a t t e r ?  And do you t h i n k  t h a t  you have t he  r i g h t  t o  do 
as  you p l e a s e  and because  you do as you p l e a s e  shou l d  have t he  
r i g h t  t o  p r e v e n t  o t h e r s  from e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  same r i g h t  you c l a i m 
f o r  y o u r s e l f ?
C o l q u i t t  nex t  took Rankin t o  t a s k  f o r  m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g  C o l q u i t t ' s  
a c t i o n s  in c on n ec t i on  wi t h  h i s  supposed ' denouncement  o f  t h e  school  
t e a c h e r s  wh i l e  C o l q u i t t  was a member o f  t h e  S t a t e  S e n a t e .  C o l q u i t t  a d ­
m i t t e d  t h a t  he d id  condemn some o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  t h a t  Rankin only  
b r ough t  t o  t he  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  C o l q u i t t ' s  u n f a v o r a b l e  comments 
t o  t h a t  e l emen t  o f  t e a c h e r s  who were u s ing  t h e  s c h o o l s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
ga i n .  Thus ,  he f a i l e d  t o  d i s c l o s e  C o l q u i t t ' s  t r u e  s e n t i m e n t .  C o l q u i t t  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  p i c t u r e  would r e v e a l  t h a t  he was r e s p o n s i b l e  in 
p a r t  f o r  t he  pas sage  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  which was b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  t e a c h ­
ing p r o f e s s i o n ,  adding:
80 U n id en t i f i ed  newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  J u ly  28, 1906, C o lq u i t t
Scrapbook, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Aust in  Archives .
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I am and always have been f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  . . . And no man has 
a h i g h e r  r e s p e c t  f o r  t he  r e a l  school  t e a c h e r  than  my s e l f .  I t  was 
no t  wi th  t h e  r e a l  school  t e a c h e r  t h a t  I e v e r  had any t r o u b l e  on 
accoun t  o f  my a t t i t u d e  in t h i s  m a t t e r - - m y  c o n t r o v e r s y  and d i s a g r e e ­
ment was wi t h  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s .  . . .  I t  was t o  t h i s  c l a s s  t h a t  I 
a d d r e s s e d  my c r i t i c i s m  in  t h e  a r t i c l e  I wro t e  t o  t h e  School  J ou rn a l  
- - f o r  I s a i d  naugh t  a g a i n s t  any [ r e a l ]  t e a c h e r  in d e b a t i n g  t h e  b i l l  
b e f o r e  t h e  s e n a t e .
C o l q u i t t  t hen  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  i f  Rankin had p u b l i s h e d  t h e  whole t r u t h ,
and n o t  t aken  ou t  o f  c o n t e x t  t h a t  p o r t i o n  which s u i t e d  h i s  need ,  he
would s ee  t h a t  C o l q u i t t ' s  " s t r i c t u r e s  a p p l i e d  on l y  t o  t h e  ' p o l i t i c a l
t e a c h e r '  . . . and no t  t o  t e a c h e r s  as a c l a s s . "
To i n s u r e  h i s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d n e s s  in h i s  a c t i o n s  and t o  n u r t u r e  
r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  v o t e r s ,  C o l q u i t t  conc luded  h i s  newspaper  a t t a c k  
on Rankin by o f f e r i n g  him a c c e s s  t o  t h e  C o l q u i t t  r e c o r d s .
Now in c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  and in d i s m i s s a l  o f  you l e t  me say:
I f  you a r e  going t o  be t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c a v e n g e r  f o r  my p o l i t i c a l  
enemi es ,  I want  t o  o f f e r  you a l l  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  you 
t o  g e t  a l l  o f  t h e  f a c t s  c o nc e r n i n g  an i n c i d e n t  t o  a l l  my p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n  in p o l i t i c s ,  and a l l  my o f f i c i a l  a c t s .  I have kep t  a f i l e  
o f  a l l  l e t t e r s  and t e l e g r a m s  s e n t  me, e i t h e r  in p o l i t i c a l  o r  o f f i ­
c i a l  m a t t e r s ,  and b e s i d e s  t h i s  s c r apbooks  compi led f o r  t he  l a s t  
twenty  y e a r s  show p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  c on v e n t i o n s  and p l a t f o r m s  which 
may f u r n i s h  you i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and I t e n d e r  them a l l  f o r  yo ur  i n s p e c ­
t i o n  t o  e n a b l e  you t o  v e r i f y  o r  d i s p r o v e  any i l l  r e p o r t  which you 
may h e a r  c on ce rn i ng  me. . . . I now d i s m i s s  you t o  y o u r  own medi ­
t a t i o n  and c o n n i v a n c e . 81
Obv i ous l y ,  many o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  s u p p o r t e r s  were p l e a s e d  wi t h  t he  
manner in which he d e a l t  wi t h  Rankin.  F u r t he r mo r e ,  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  
seem t o  b r i n g  many v o t e r s  i n t o  t h e  C o l q u i t t  camp. Numerous l e t t e r s  
a t t e s t  t o  t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s .  Ex ce rp t s  from some o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  f o l l o w :
I have been r e a d i n g  y o u r  and Rev. R a n k i n ' s  "open l e t t e r s , "  and 
u n t i l  t h i s  argument  had proceeded  I l i k e  many o t h e r s  had no t  f u l l y  
made up my mind as t o  who I would s u p p o r t  f o r  Governor .  But now
01
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82I c h e e r f u l l y  say t h a t  I am wi th  you.
I have j u s t  f i n i s h e d  r e ad i ng  y o u r  r e p l y  t o  t he  Rev. Mr. Rankin 
o f  D a l l a s  and what  you d i d  t o  him was a p l e n t y .  I am c e r t a i n l y  
g l ad  t o  see  t h a t  you "handed him a pa cka ge , "  f o r  i f  t h e r e  e v e r  was 
a h y p o c r i t e  on t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  o l d  Geo. C. 
Rankiri o f  D a l l a s .  I t h i n k  H??? i s  f u l l  o f  b e t t e r  people  than  him. 
Now I am c e r t a i n l y  r i g h t  in t he  middle  o f  t h e  road f o r  C o l q u i t t  f o r  
Governor  and a n y t h i ng  t h a t  I can do f o r  you and any i n f o r m a t i o n  you 
would l i k e  t o  have from San An t on i o ,  d o n ' t  f a i l  t o  c a l l  on me .83
I r ead  wi t h  much i n t e r e s t  y o u r s  and Geo. C. R a n k i n ' s  l e t t e r s  
. . . and in my op i n i on  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  c r ime l a i d  a t  y o u r  door  by t h i s  p o l i t i c a l - p r e a c h e r  and 
s l a n d e r e r  i s  t h a t  you a r e  a dv o ca t i n g  pure  and u n d e f i l e d  d e m o c r a c y . ^
I have j u s t  r ead  y o u r  "romp" on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h e r .
I t  makes me f e e l  l i k e  I j u s t  want  t o  t a k e  you by t h e  hand and 
g ive  i t  a h e a r t y  s h a k e .
In my o p i n i o n ,  you have him up a t r e e .  J u s t  keep him t h e r e . 85
F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  h i m s e l f  r e c o g n i ze d  t h e  v a l ue  o f  t h e  c o n t r o ­
v e r s y .  In a l e t t e r  t o  Abe Cross he wr o te :
I am g l a d  t h a t  you were p l e a s e d  wi th  t h e  manner o f  my c o r r e s p o n ­
dence wi t h  Dr. Rankin.  I have r e c e i v e d  a l a r g e  number o f  l e t t e r s  
o f  approva l  and endorsement  from v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e . 8°
The s pea k i ng  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  a ga in  c o n s t i t u t e d  t he  
most  s i g n i f i c a n t  phase  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  in t h e  1910 g ub e r ­
n a t o r i a l  campaign.  As n e a r  as can be e s t i m a t e d  C o l q u i t t  d e l i v e r e d
82 L e t t e r  from Ward t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J a n u a ry  1,  1910,  C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
OO
L e t t e r  from Meeks t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J a n u a ry  18,  1910,  C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
84 L e t t e r  from Campbell  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J a n u a ry  18,  1910,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
85 L e t t e r  from Templeton t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J a n u a ry  13,  1910,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
L e t t e r  from C o lq u i t t  to  Corss ,  January  18, 1910, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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87a p p r o x i m a t e l y  193 major  a d d r e s s e s ,  r a ng i n g  from one t o  two and one-
88h a l f  hours  in l e n g t h .
I t  seems s a f e  t o  assume,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  h i s  speak i ng  was h e l p ­
f u l  in h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  Democrat i c  b i d  f o r  gove r no r .  When
t h e  f i n a l  b a l l o t s  were t a b u l a t e d  C o l q u i t t  won by a p l u r a l i t y  o f  66,742 
89v o t e s .  He went  on t o  win i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  and was sworn in
as t he  t w e n t y - s i x t h  go v e rn o r  o f  Texas on J a n u a ry  17,  1911,  in a " s i mple
and i m p r e s s i v e  . . . "  ceremony " . . .  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a s p i r i t  o f  genu-
90m e  magnanimi t y . "
Thi s  " s p i r i t  o f  genu i ne  magnanimi ty"  t h a t  pe rvaded  t he  g a l a  
a tmosphere  o f  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  was s h o r t - l i v e d .  C o l q u i t t  was d e s t i n e d  
du r i ng  h i s  f i r s t  t e n u r e  as Governor  t o  be i n v o l v e d  in  many b i t t e r  q u a r ­
r e l s  wi t h  h i s  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  e nemi es ,  e l e c t e d  s t a t e  o f f i ­
c i a l s ,  and pe r s ons  a l r e a d y  h o ld i n g  o f f i c e s  in s t a t e  r e l a t e d  a g e n c i e s .
Al though C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was b e s e t  by a number 
o f  p rob lems ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  pa ss ed  and C o l q u i t t  approved s i g n i f i c a n t  
l aws.  As i n d i c a t e d  in  t h e  General  Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , 1911,  i n ­
c luded  1) an a c t  l i m i t i n g  t h e  number o f  hours  women cou ld  work in
87A s c h e du l e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  1910 s pea k i ng  d a t e s  i s  a t t a c h e d  as 
Appendix B. Thi s  l i s t  was compi led from a v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s .  News­
paper  c l i p p i n g s ,  s c r a p b o o k s ,  f l y e r s ,  b r o a d s i d e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  s p e e c h e s ,  and 
t y p e w r i t t e n  spea k i n g  s c h e d u l e s  from t h e  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  and t h e  Huckaby 
d i s s e r t a t i o n  were used.  To h e l p  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  d a t e s  a p r e p e t u a l  
c a l e n d a r  was u t i l i z e d .
88L e t t e r  from Rawl ins  M. C o l q u i t t  t o  Oscar  B. C o l q u i t t ,  May 2,  
1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t i n  A rc h i ve s .
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90Aus t in  S t a t e s m a n , J a n u a r y  18,  1911.
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i n d u s t r y  t o  f i f t y - f o u r  p e r  week,  2) an a c t  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  l a b o r  o f  c h i l ­
dren under  s e ve n t een  y e a r s  o f  age in s p e c i f i e d  i n d u s t r i e s ,  3) an a c t  
a p p r o p r i a t i n g  $20 , 000 . 00  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a C o nf ed e r a t e  Women's 
Home in A u s t i n ,  4) an a c t  f o r b i d d i n g  food a d u l t e r a t i o n ,  5) an a c t  a pp r o ­
p r i a t i n g  $100 , 000 . 00  t o  b u i l d  two t u b e r c u l o s i s  s a n i t a r i u m s ,  6) an a c t  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  an a n t i - t u b e r c u l o s i s  commission o f  t h r e e  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  
Governor ,  and t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r ,  7) an a c t  c r e a t i n g  f r e e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  in r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  8) an a c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t he  p a r o l e  o f  con­
v i c t s  by t h e  p r i s o n  commiss ion,  and 9) an a c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  suspended 
s e n t e n c e s  t o  be g iven f o r  misdemeanor  c r imes  by c r i m i n a l  c o u r t s .
In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  laws p a s s e d ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  proposed  f i v e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments.  These p r o p o s a l s  were 1) a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a 
s i x  y e a r  t e rm f o r  r e g e n t s  and t r u s t e e s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n ­
i n g ,  2) a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  s i x  y e a r  t e rms  f o r  t h e  p r i s o n  commission,  3) 
a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a l l o w i n g  a c i t y  o f  5 ,000 o r  more p o p u l a t i o n  t o  adopt  
a c h a r t e r  by p o p u l a r  v o t e ,  4) a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a l l ow i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  payment o f  p en s io ns  t o  C on f ed er a t e  v e t e r a n s '  widows,
and 5) a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  p r o h i b i t i n g  t he  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  s a l e ,  b a r t e r ,  and
91exchange o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r .  The f i r s t  f o u r  o f  t h e  amendments 
were r a t i f i e d  in  t h e  November 5 ,  1911,  g e ne r a l  e l e c t i o n .  The p r o h i b i ­
t i o n  amendment was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  in  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  on 
J u l y  22,  1911,  and was d e f e a t e d  by a v o t e  o f  231 ,086 t o  2 3 7 , 3 9 3 . ^
91 General  Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , T h i r t y - s e c o n d ,  L e g i s l a ­
t u r e ,  Regu l a r  S e s s i on  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  Aus t in  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1911) ,  
pp. 34-421.
92 The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ( D a l l a s ,  Texas:
A. H. Be l o ,  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  1914) ,  pp. 50-52.
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Other  than  t he  a fo r e me n t i o ned  ach i evement s  C o l q u i t t ' s  major
accompl i shment  d u r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was t he  improvement  in
t h e  p r i s o n  sys tem.  F i r s t ,  he a l lowed t h e  p r i s o n  commission t o  l e a s e
93farm land  upon which t he  p r i s o n e r s  cou ld  work.  Second,  he was r e s ­
p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g radua l  a bo l i s hmen t  o f  c o rp o r a l  punishment  o f  t h e  con­
v i c t s ,  r e du c in g  t h e  1 ,037 whippings  t h a t  had been i n f l i c t e d  from 1910 t o
94
1911 t o  271 whippings  from 1911 t o  1912.  T h i r d ,  and most  i m p o r t a n t ,  
he e s t a b l i s h e d  a work system f o r  t h e  c o n v i c t s  on t he  county  r o a d s ,  pay­
ing them f i f t y  c e n t s  a day and a l l o w in g  them t o  keep o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e i r
95wages and g ive  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .
C o l q u i t t ' s  1910 campaign was s t r e n u o u s  and h i s  f i r s t  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n  was s tormy.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he waged both b a t t l e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  
F u r the r mor e ,  he was t o  f i g h t  aga i n  in 1912 when i n s t e a d  o f  b e a r i n g  t h e
d e r o g a t o r y  t i t l e  o f  " L i t t l e  Os c a r , "  he was t o  assume t h e  more l a u d a t o r y
96c h r i s t e n i n g  o f  " L i t t l e  Napoleon . "
The man who was t o  be dubbed " L i t t l e  Napoleon" shou ld  have had
an easy  campaign in  1912. Huckaby in h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  "Oscar  Branch
C o l q u i t t :  a P o l i t i c a l  Biography"  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t
Governors  o f  Texas a r e  r e - e l e c t e d  t o  a second t erm so r e g u l a r l y  
t h a t  such p r a c t i c e  i s  a l mos t  an u n w r i t t e n  law.  A gove rnor  must  
have a l i e n a t e d  a l a r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  even t o  r a t e  a 
s t r o n g  opponent  in h i s  b id  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n ,  because  o f  t h e  powerful
93Texas ,  House J o u r n a l , T h i r t y - s e c o n d  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  Regu l a r  
Se s s i on  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  Aus t in  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1911) ,  p. 637.
94 L e t t e r  from Cabel l  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  March 25,  1912,  C o l q u i t t  
Pa pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar c h i v es .
95 Da l l a s  Morning News, J a n u a ry  3,  1912.
96 /Hugh Nugent F i t z g e r a l d ,  Governors  I Have Known ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:
Aus t in  Ame r i can -S t a t e s ma n , 1927) ,  p. 31.
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e f f e c t  t h a t  h i s  appeal  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  has upon t he  g r e a t  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  v o t e r s . 97
Seth  McKay in Texas P o l i t i c s ,  1906-1944 c o r r o b o r a t e s  Huckaby' s  c o n c l u ­
s io n  by i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  "a t r a d i t i o n  had deve loped  t o  t he  e f f e c t  t h a t
98
even a m o d e r a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  g ove r no r  shou l d  be given  a second t e r m . "
99McKay a f f i r m s  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  was a f a r i l y  s u c c e s s f u l  g ov e r no r ,  and
Huckaby d e c l a r e s  t h a t  " a l l  e x c e p t  t h e  most  p r e j u d i c e d  o b s e r v e r s  a dm i t t e d
t h a t  [ C o l q u i t t ]  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  s t r o n g e r  in 1912 than he had been in
1910."T00 Two q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e n ,  a r i s e .  F i r s t ,  why would anyone oppose a
c a n d i d a t e  who was so o b v i o u s l y  a s t r o n g  c o n t e n d e r  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n ?
Second,  why was t h e  campaign o f  1912 such a long and b i t t e r  one? Both
Huckaby and McKay a g r ee  t h a t  t h e  answers  t o  both q u e s t i o n s  were t o  be
found in t h e  i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n . ^  McKay w r i t e s :
In t h e  Democrat i c  p r i mary  o f  1906 t h e  combined vo te  o f  two p r o h i ­
b i t i o n  c a n d i d a t e s ,  Campbell  and Brooks was 27,000 h i g h e r  than  t he  
combined v o t e s  o f  t he  two a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n  c a n d i d a t e s ,  C o l q u i t t  and 
B e l l .  In t he  1910 c o n t e s t  t he  v i c t o r y  o f  C o l q u i t t  i s  e x p l a i n e d  by 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was t h e  on l y  one o f  t h e  f o u r  c a n d i d a t e s  o f  about  
equal  prominence  and r e p u t a t i o n  who was u n q u a l i f i e d l y  a g a i n s t  p r o ­
h i b i t i o n .  The dry  s e n t i m e n t  was s p r e a d i n g  r a p i d l y ,  as was ev idenced  
by t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  s u c c e s s  in  l o c a l  o p t i o n  e l e c t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in 
t h e  heavy v o t i n g  North Texas c o u n t i e s .  The drys  had p lanned s e v e r a l  
t imes  t o  g e t  a v o t e  on s t a t e w i d e  p r o h i b i t i o n .  In 1908 t he  q u e s t i o n  
o f  submiss ion  o f  such an amendment t o  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c a r r i e d  in 
t h e  Democrat i c  p r imary  by a v o t e  o f  145,530 t o  141,441;  bu t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  d i d  no t  f o l l o w  t h e  mandate  and submi t  t he  p r o p o s a l .  
Aroused t o  a f e e l i n g  o f  i n d i g n a n t  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  
had t he  q u e s t i o n  pu t  on t h e  b a l l o t  aga i n  in 1910,  and d e s p i t e  t he
^ H u c k a b y ,  p. 296.
98
Seth  Shepard McKay, Texas P o l i t i c s ,  1906-1944, p. 46.  
^SlcKay,  p. 46.
^ H u c k a b y ,  p. 296.
^01Huckaby, p. 296; McKay, p. 46.
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easy  v i c t o r y  o f  C o l q u i t t  f o r  gove rnor  a t  t he  same e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  drys  
were a b l e  t o  c a r r y  submiss ion  by a vo t e  o f  154,601 t o  125,809.  The 
s t a t e w i d e  p r o h i b i t i o n  amendment,  as  s u bm i t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  in 1911,  
f a i l e d  by a vo t e  o f  some s i x  t housand in a t o t a l  o f  l e s s  t han  h a l f  a 
m i l l i o n ;  bu t  t h e  drys  f e l t  t h a t  t he  c l o s e  v o t e ,  t o g e t h e r  wi t h  t he  
v i c t o r y  o f  1910 f o r  s ubmiss ion  by a m a j o r i t y  o f  a lmos t  t h i r t y  t h o u ­
s and ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d rys  had an o v e r a l l  Texas m a j o r i t y ,  and 
t h a t  in  a f a i r  c o n t e s t  t h e y  might  win t he  b a t t l e  wi th  a c a n d i d a t e  
whose r e c o r d  f o r  good government  and p r o h i b i t i o n  was c o n s i s t e n t .  
There  was a f e e l i n g ,  a l s o ,  t h a t  many o f  t h e  C o l q u i t t  p o l i c i e s  a s i d e  
from p r o h i b i t i o n  had made t h a t  c a n d i d a t e  v u l n e r a b l e J ^ 2
Three o f  t he  o u t s t a n d i n g  l e a d e r s  o f  t he  dry  f a c t i o n  o f  Texas
p o l i t i c s  were fo rmer  Governor  Thomas M. Campbel l ,  Cone Johnson ,  and
Judge M. M. Brooks.  These men, i n t e n t  on "bury ing  ' Osca r  Budwiser '  in
103t h e  pr imary  e l e c t i o n , "  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  in t he  s e l e c t i o n  o f  Judge
Wi l l i am F r a n k l i n  Ramsey, an a s s o c i a t e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Texas Supreme Cour t
and a fo r mer  chai rman o f  t h e  Texas P e n i t e n t i a r y  Board,  as C o l q u i t t ' s  
104opponent .  Ramsey r e s i g n e d  h i s  s e a t  on t h e  Supreme Court  in  o r d e r  t o
106
"save  t h e  s t a t e . "
Thus ,  in  1912 C o l q u i t t  f a c ed  a n o t h e r  f u l l  f l e d g e d  campaign,  t h i s  
t ime a g a i n s t  a s i n g l e  opponent .  In t h a t  c a n v a s s ,  as in a l l  o t h e r s ,  
C o l q u i t t  used a l l  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  acumen in  an e f f o r t  t o  d e f e a t  h i s  
a d v e r s a r y  and was u l t i m a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  in h i s  endeavo r s .
In con d u c t i n g  t h e  1912 campaign C o l q u i t t  u t i l i z e d  many o f  t he  
s t r a t e g i e s  he had used in h i s  two p r ev io u s  c a n v a s se s .  He aga i n  con­
duc ted  an e x t e n s i v e  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  campaign,  he and h i s  s t a f f  were
102McKay, pp.  46-47.
103Au s t in  S t a t e s m a n , November 13,  1927.
^^McKay,  pp.  46-47.
^ F i t z g e r a l d ,  p. 31.
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i n s t r u m e n t a l  in t h e  f o r ma t i on  o f  C o l q u i t t  c l ub s  in t h e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t i e s ,  
he p r ov i ded  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  wi t h  voluminous p r i n t e d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and he 
spoke on numerous o c c a s i o n s .
Perhaps  C o l q u i t t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  1912 campaign was going t o  
be a hard  one.  T h e r e f o r e ,  he began h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c o r r e sp o n d en c e  even 
e a r l i e r  than  he d id  in 1910. By Apr i l  1,  1912,  he was send i ng  ou t  form 
l e t t e r s ,  b e a r i n g  t h e  Go v e rn o r ' s  O f f i c e  o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r h e a d .  The con­
t e n t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  l e t t e r  was as f o l l o w s :
You d o u b t l e s s  know t h a t  I am a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  r enomi na t i on  f o r  a 
second t erm as Governor  o f  Texas .  I am w r i t i n g  you t o  ask i f  I can 
have t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  y ou r  i n f l u e n c e  and s u p p o r t  in t h e  campaign,  and 
in t h e  p r imary  e l e c t i o n  J u l y  27th  n e x t .  Your a i d  w i l l  be ve ry  much 
a p p r e c i a t e d .
I have c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  done my f u l l  d u t y ,  and c a r r i e d  ou t  t h e  
p o l i c i e s  advoca t ed  by me in t h e  campaign o f  1910,  when I r e c e i v e d  
t h e  nomina t ion  o f  t h e  Democrat ic  p a r t y  f o r  t h i s  h igh o f f i c e ,  as f a r  
as could  be done,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  an u n f r i e n d l y  
m a j o r i t y  in t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  embar ras s  my 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
I s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we need l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t  and p o l i t i c a l  
peace  in Texas .  As f a r  as I have been a b l e  t o  do i t ,  I have t r i e d  
t o  b r i n g  abou t  t h i s  d e s i r e d  c o n d i t i o n  in our  S t a t e ,  and I am proud 
t o  c a l l  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  improved c o n d i t i o n s  in  ou r  s c h o o l s ,  
c o l l e g e s ,  l i v e  s t o ck  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r i e s ,  and t h e  e r a  o f  
good f e e l i n g  t h a t  now e x i s t s  between t he  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  o f  our  
c i t i z e n s h i p .  I do no t  b e l i e v e  t h e  laws have e v e r  been b e t t e r  o r  
more f i r m l y  e n f o r c e d ,  and I am s u r e  t h a t  as much p r o g r e s s  in t he  
r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  System in t h e  s h o r t  space  o f  one 
y e a r  has been accompl i shed  as  cou ld  have been done.  The l i v e s  and 
p r o p e r t y  o f  our  c i t i z e n s  on t h e  b o r d e r  have been v i g o r o u s l y  p r o ­
t e c t e d .
In t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t he  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  Go v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  
I have t r i e d  t o  be t h e  Governor  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  p e c u l i a r  views o r  p o l i t i c s  o f  any p o r t i o n  o f  them,  and a l l  
have r e c e i v e d  equal  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t he  laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  as f a r  as  I 
have been c a l l e d  upon t o  a d m i n i s t e r  o r  t o  e n f o r c e  them.
I w i l l  t hank you f o r  a r e p l y ,  and hope t o  have y o u r  e ncou r age ­
m e n t . 106
^ L e t t e r  from C o lq u i t t  to  "Dear S i r , "  Apri l  1,  1912, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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C o l q u i t t ' s  r e s po ns e  form h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  was a ga i n  phenomenal
as i t  had been in t h e  1910 c a m a p i g n . ^  A sampl ing  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s
C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t .
I am s t i l l  an a d m i r e r  o f  Governor  C o l q u i t t  and s h a l l  do e v e r y t h i n g  
i n  my power t o  c a r r y  t h e  Sea l y  box s t r o n g e r  than  e v e r  f o r  you a t  t he  
J u l y  p r i mary .
Your f i r e n d s  in Aus t in  County a r e  going t o  t r y  t o  g ive  you a 
l a r g e r  v o t e  t han  we e v e r  d id  and make t h i s  t h e  banner  County f o r  
C o l q u i t t  in t h e  S t a t e .  Am s u r e  t h e  b i t t e r  and unwar ran ted  a t t a c k s  
made by Judge Ramsey a g a i n s t  y o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  on l y  h u r t  h i s  
cause  and l e a d  t o  a g r e a t e r  v i c t o r y  f o r  you.
Your f r i e n d s  a r e  aware o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had a very  un­
f r i e n d l y  l e g i s l a t u r e  . . . and have admired y o u r  l e v e l - h e a d e d n e s s  
in d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  and c a r r y i n g  o u t  t he  p o l i c i e s  you 
adv oca t e d  in  yo ur  1910 campaign
I am ve ry  much i n t e r e s t e d  in y ou r  campaign,  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n  t o  
t h e  o f f i c e  you now h o l d ,  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  I do no t  b e ­
l i e v e  in doing away wi t h  t he  t ime honored t r a d i t i o n  o f  g i v i n g  a 
Governor  two terms  in  o f f i c e .  Second,  I t h i n k  you have given  t he  
S t a t e  and t h e  peop le  a t  l a r g e  a good b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and I 
admire  you f o r  t h e  s t a n d  you have t a ken  in r e g a r d  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  
and numerous o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s . ^
I have r ead  Ramsey' s  opening speech and i f  he cou ld  be e l e c t e d  
Governor  o f  Texas we would have a second C h r i s t  on e a r t h . I want  
you t o  t a k e  o f f  y o u r  g loves  and hand le  him r i g h t  and l e f t  and l e a v e  
no s t o n e  u n t u r ne d .  I know t h a t  you a r e  a b l e  t o  do i t . 11^
I t  was a p l e a s u r e  t o  vo te  f o r  you in t he  l a s t  p r imary  . . . and 
I now a s s u r e  you i t  w i l l  g i ve  me double  p l e a s u r e  t o  ag a i n  s u p p o r t  
you t h i s  y e a r - - f o r  I b e l i e v e  ( though h a r a s s e d  as  few men i s  such 
p o s i t i o n  have e v e r  been)  you have c l o s e l y  adher ed  t o  what  you 
p r o m i s e d J 11
^ N u m e r o u s  l e t t e r s  t o  and from C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  1,  1912,  t o
June 1,  1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h iv e s .
10R
L e t t e r  from S c h a f f n e r  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  7,  1912,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
109
L e t t e r  from Meredi th  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  7 ,  1912,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ L e t t e r  from Cleve land  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  5,  1912,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
111 L e t t e r  from Jenk ins  to  C o l q u i t t ,  May 2, 1912, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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The e f f o r t  t o  form C o l q u i t t  c l ub s  was begun on t h e  same day as 
t h e  C o l q u i t t  co r r e sp o n d en c e .  On Apr i l  1,  1912,  Rawl ins  C o l q u i t t ,  
O s c a r ' s  son and campaign manager  in both  t h e  1910 and 1912 campaigns ,  
began m a i l i n g  l e t t e r s  ove r  t h e  s t a t e  t o  v a r i o u s  coun ty  l e a d e r s .  The 
l e t t e r  r ead :
I am anxious  t o  form an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  in Gol i ad  
County t o  t h e  end t h a t  t h e  Governor  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a good m a j o r i t y  in  
h i s  cand i dacy  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n .
I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  our  f r i e n d s  t a k e  immedia te  s t e p s  toward 
p e r f e c t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and I want  t o  urge  upon you t o  c o n f e r  wi t h
some o f  our  o t h e r  f r i e n d s  in Gol i ad  County,  e s p e c i a l l y  Wayne Da vi s ,
S h e r i f f  Wi l l emine ,  P a t t o n ,  and o t h e r s .
We want  t o  s e l e c t  a County Chairman who w i l l  a p p o i n t  good men 
t o  a s s i s t  him in t h e  v a r i o u s  v o t i n g  boxes t o  c a r r y  on t h e  campaign 
and s ee  t h a t  a l l  o f  ou r  f r i e n d s  v o t e  in  t h e  p r i m a r i e s  n e x t  J u l y .  I 
a s s u r e  you t h a t  a n y t h i ng  you may do w i l l  be a p p r e c i a t e d J  ^
On t he  county  l e v e l  many o f  t h e  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  in  t u r n  s e n t  ou t
l e t t e r s  t o  s o l i c i t  s u p p o r t  f o r  C o l q u i t t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A t y p i c a l  l e t ­
t e r  f o l l o w s :
I am w r i t i n g  you t h i s  l e t t e r  in  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  you a r e  wi t h  
Governor  C o l q u i t t  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n  in t he  coming Pr imary  E l e c t i o n  
which i s  t o  be he ld  n e x t  J u l y ,  and I want  t o  ask  you t o  a c t  as 
P r e c i n c t  Chariman in yo u r  P r e c i n c t  in  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l i t e r ­
a t u r e ,  and in  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a C o l q u i t t  c l ub  i f  n e c e s s a r y .
Will  you a c t  as  P r e c i n c t  Chairman? The work w i l l  n o t  be a r d u ­
o u s ,  and w i l l  on ly  r e q u i r e  a l i t t l e  o f  y o u r  t ime .  The p r i n c i p l e  
[ s i c ]  t h i n g  i s  t o  g e t  t he  s t a y - a t - h o m e s ;  t h e  v e ry  o l d  men, and t he  
very  young men, who a r e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e ,  t o  go t o  t h e  p o l l s .  In 
o t h e r  words ,  we want  t o  keep everybody a l i v e  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y ,  and 
we want  t o  make Aus t in  County t h e  BANNER COUNTY f o r  Governor  
C o l q u i t t .
I f  you a r e  no t  w i l l i n g  t o  a c t ,  o r  have n o t  t h e  t i m e ,  w i l l  you 
p l e a s e  g ive  me t h e  name o f  a p romi nen t  c i t i z e n ,  and a v o t e r  in yo u r  
p r e c i n c t  who w i l l .
An immediate  r e p l y  w i l l  be ve r y  much a p p r e c i a t e d J 13
112
L e t t e r  from Rawlins  C o l q u i t t  t o  A l b r e c h t ,  Ap r i l  1 ,  1912,
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t i n  A r c h i ve s .
^ L e t t e r  from Hil l  t o  "Dear S i r , "  Apri l  2,  1912, C o l q u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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C o l q u i t t  used a l a r g e  volume o f  p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  in  h i s  b id  f o r  
r e - e l e c t i o n .  The campaign l i t e r a t u r e  aga i n  i n c l u d e d  b r o a d s i d e s  and pam­
p h l e t s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  was aimed a t  r eminding  t he  v o t e r s  
o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  a ch i evement s  in  h i s  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s  were v a r i o u s l y  l a b e l e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  such t i t l e s  as "An Unholy War 
B u i l t  on a Fa l s e  I s s u e , "  " L e g i s l a t i v e  F a c t s , "  " F r i e n d l y  t o  Governor , "  
"The Co n f e de r a t e  S o l d i e r s , "  "An Endorsement  o f  Governor  0. B. C o l q u i t t  
f o r  a Second Term," "Governor  C o l q u i t t ' s  Answer to  Ramsey," "Reasons 
Given by a Prominent  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t ,  Farmer ,  and Businessman,  Why He 
i s  S u ppor t i ng  Governor  C o l q u i t t  f o r  R e - e l e c t i o n  t o  His Second Term,"
"The A. and M. Col lqge  A p p r e c i a t e s  Governor  C o l q u i t t , "  "The Pardoning  
Governor , "  and " C o l q u i t t  and t h e  Ex- Conf ede r a t e  S o l d i e r .
One i n n o v a t i o n  in t he  1912 campaign l i t e r a t u r e  was t h e  p u b l i ­
c a t i o n  o f  a b u l l e t i n  by t h e  C o l q u i t t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in A us t i n .  The f o r ­
mat o f  t h i s  e x t r e me l y  p a r t i s a n  p u b l i c a t i o n  was t h a t  o f  a n e w s l e t t e r  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  v a r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  commenting on C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r s t  t e rm 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  endoresement s  o f  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
newspaper s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  Governor  was engaged in a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and 
e x c e r p t s  from s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  campaign s p e e c h e s .  J u s t  how many o f  t h e s e  
b u l l e t i n s  t he  C o l q u i t t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  p u b l i s h e d  a t  what  i n t e r v a l s  c anno t  
be a s c e r t a i n e d .  Only s i x  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  b u l l e t i n  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  found in 
t h e  C o l q u i t t  Pape r s .  These a r e  d a t ed  May 31,  1912; June 6,  1912:
June 8 ,  1912;  June 12,  1912;  June  21,  1912 and J u l y  2 ,  1912. I t  i s  
a l s o  i mp os s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  number o f  t h e  b u l l e t i n s  which were
114Broadsides and Pamphlets,  Campaign o f  1912, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  v o t e r s ,  bu t  i t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  s i n c e
t h e  b u l l e t i n s  were p re pa r ed  by a p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r i n t e r ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n
was f a i r l y  l a r g e .  I t  seems an e q u a l l y  r e a s o n a b l e  a ssumpt ion  t h a t  t h e
b u l l e t i n s  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  in r e l a y i n g  C o l q u i t t ' s  ach i evement s  in
o f f i c e  and views on c u r r e n t  i s s u e s  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .
The a r r a y  o f  i s s u e s  was no t  as broad in t h e  1912 campaign as  i t
had been in 1910. In f a c t ,  o t h e r  t han  Ramsey's  condemnat ion o f  C o l q u i t t
and C o l q u i t t ' s  c o u n t e r  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  were no new i s s u e s  in t h e  1912 
115campaign.  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  e v e r  p r e s e n t  i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  had t o  be 
d e a l t  w i t h ,  bu t  t h i s  t ime in C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  h i s  views o f  
t h e  s u b j e c t  had r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  new m a t e r i a l  t h a t  cou l d  be s a i d .
"I *1 C
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  " p r o h i b i t i o n  was t he  paramount  i s s u e , "  in t h e  campaign.
C o l q u i t t ' s  campaign l i t e r a t u r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  focused  on t he  
ach i evement s  o f  h i s  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  which promoted h i s  most  f a v o r ­
a b l e  image.  Using h i s  own words and t h o s e  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  and s u p p o r t ­
e r s ,  C o l q u i t t ' s  w r i t t e n  communicat ion d i r e c t e d  t h e  v o t e r s '  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
h i s  r e c o r d  as i t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  1) p e n i t e n t i a r y  r e f o r m ,  2) pa rdoning  
power,  3) e d u c a t i o n a l  r e c o r d ,  4) r e l a t i o n s  wi t h  f a r m e r s ,  5) r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r ,  6) t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  Co n f e de r a t e  s o l d i e r ,  and 7) 
p r o h i b i t i o n .  At t h e  same t ime he defended p o l i c i e s  which Ramsey had 
a t t a c k e d  and l aunched a d d i t i o n a l  a c c u s a t i o n s  a t  h i s  opponent .
The s peeches  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  were ag a i n  t h e  major  
t h r u s t  o f  h i s  1912 campaign s t r a t e g y .  As in 1910 he t r a v e l e d  e x t e n -
^ H u c k a b y ,  p. 297.
^ F i t z g e r a l d ,  p. 30.
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s i v e l y  ove r  t h e  s t a t e ,  making a p p r o x i m a t e l y  175 s p e e c h e s . ^  C o l q u i t t
f o r m a l l y  opened t h e  1912 canvass  in  Sherman,  Texas ,  on Apr i l  27,  1912,
and c l o s e d  i t  i n  h i s  hometown o f  T e r r e l l  on J u l y  26,  1 9 1 2 . ^  The
T e r r e l l  speech  c l o s e d  a canvass  where in  C o l q u i t t  had t r a v e l e d  some
"21 ,000 m i l e s ,  7,000 by r a i l  and 14,000 by a u t o m o b i l e . " ^  The Wich i t a
Da i ly  Times [ Wi ch i t a  F a l l s ,  Texas ]  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  "Governor  C o l q u i t t
broke  a l l  r e c o r d s  in a Texas g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign F r i day  when he spoke
120in  e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  towns i n  Grayson and Fannin c o u n t i e s , "  a campaign
121t h a t  C o l q u i t t  d e s c r i b e d  as t h e  h a r d e s t  one he had e v e r  waged.
The f r u i t s  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f o r t s ,  however ,  were s u c c e s s f u l .  In
t he  p r imary  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  on J u l y  27 ,  1912,  C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  219,080
122vo t e s  t o  Ramsey' s  179 ,857.  C o l q u i t t  and h i s  f o r c e s  a l s o  c o n t r o l l e d
t h e  c onven t i on  which met in San A n to n io ,  "smashing t h e  ex t reme ' p r o s '
on t h e  f i r s t  day,  t h e  ex t reme  ' a n t i s '  on t h e  second day,  and t hen  w r i t -
123ing a p l a t f o r m  s a n c t i o n e d  by C o l q u i t t . "  In t h e  g e ne r a l  e l e c t i o n  in 
November C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  233,073 v o t e s ,  a margin o f  207,815 ove r  h i s
117A s c h e du l e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  1912 s pea k i ng  d a t e s  i s  a t t a c h e d  as 
Appendix C. Thi s  l i s t  was compi led from a v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s .  News­
p a p e r s ,  s c r a p b o o k s ,  f l y e r s ,  b r o a d s i d e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  s p ee c h e s ,  and t y p e ­
w r i t t e n  s pea k i ng  s c h e d u l e s  from t h e  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  and t he  Huckaby 
d i s s e r t a t i o n  were used .  To h e l p  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  d a t e s  a p e rp e t u a l  
c a l e n d a r  was u t i l i z e d .
^ A u s t i n  S t a t e s m a n , J u l y  27 ,  1912.
119 Da l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  27,  1912.
l ?n
Wich i t a  Da i l y  Times [Wi ch i t a  F a l l s ,  T e x a s ] ,  J u l y  14,  1912.
121
A us t in  S t a t e s m a n , August  1,  1912.
122 The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Gu i de , 1914,  p. 48.
123San Antonio  Da i l y  E x p r e s s , August  15,  1912.
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* 124 opponent .
A f t e r  C o l q u i t t ' s  i n a u g u r a t i o n  i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  t h i r t y -  
t h i r d  l e g i l a t u r e  was no e a s i e r  t o  dea l  wi th  than  t he  t h i r t y - s e c o n d  l e g ­
i s l a t u r e  and been.  In s p i t e  o f  t h e  l a ck  o f  harmony laws soon began t o  
g r i n d  o u t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  m i l l .  The General  Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
Texas i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  laws pa ss ed  by t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  and approved by 
t h e  Governor  i n c l u d e d  1) an a c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  s i x  y e a r  t e rms  f o r  r e g e n t s  
a t  a l l  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g ,  2) an a c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  
p ens i ons  f o r  more C on fe de r a t e  v e t e r a n s ,  3) an a c t  f o r b i d d i n g  haz i ng  in 
any s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  4) an a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s c h o l a s t i c  
age l i m i t  from s e v e n t e en  t o  t wen t y - one  y e a r s ,  5) an a c t  c r e a t i n g  a s t a t e  
bureau  o f  c h i l d  and animal  p r o t e c t i o n ,  5) an a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s t a t e  
i n s u r a n c e  commiss ion,  t o  s e t  r a t e s  and r e g u l a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  
f i r e  i n s u r a n c e  companies ,  7) an a c t  p r e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p rocedur e  f o r  p r e s i ­
d e n t i a l  p r i mary  e l e c t i o n s  t o  begin  in 1916,  8) an a c t  p r o h i b i t i n g  i n t r a ­
s t a t e  sh ipment s  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  beve r ages  i n t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  t e r r i t o r y ,  9) 
an a c t  which c l o s e d  l i q u o r  d e a l e r s '  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  from 9 :30  p.  m. u n t i l  
6 :00  a .  m. and a l l  day Sunday,  10) an a c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a two m i l l i o n  d o l ­
l a r  bond i s s u e  f o r  t h e  paying  o f  t h e  d e b t s  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  sys tem and f o r
125c o n s t r u c t i n g  new p r i s o n  b u i l d i n g s ,  11) a "b l ue  sky law" f o r  t he  r egu-
1 ?fi
l a t i o n s  o f  s t o c k s  and bonds ,  a b i l l  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a permanent
124Texas ,  House J o u r n a l , T h i r t y - t h i r d  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  Regular  
Se s s i on  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  Von Boeckmann-Jones Company, 1913) ,  pp.  115-16.
125 General  Laws o f  t he  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , T h i r t y - t h i r d  L e g i s l a ­
t u r e ,  Regu l a r  S e s s i o n  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  Von Boeckmann-Jones Company,
1913) ,  pp.  88-282.
General and Specia l  Laws o f  the  S t a t e  o f  Texas , T h i r t y - t h i r d
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127warehouse sys t em,  and 13) l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a r  e l e c -
128t i o n  o f  Uni ted  S t a t e s  s e n a t o r s .
In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  laws pa s sed  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  proposed  f i v e
c o n s i t i t u i o n a l  amendments.  I n c o m p l i a n c e  wi th  C o l q u i t t ' s  r e q u e s t  in  h i s
J a n u a ry  30,  1913,  message t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  s u b m i t t e d  an e d u c a t i o n a l
amendment t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and Mechanical  Co l l ege  and t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas and t o  a l l o w  bond i s s u e s  f o r  b u i l d i n g s  a t  a l l  s t a t e
e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  as wel l  as t he  e l eemosynar y  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  To
t h i s  o v e r s i z e d  package was added an amendment which a l l owed  p o l i t i c a l
s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  t he  s t a t e  t o  borrow money t o  b u i l d  p u b l i c  warehouses  f o r
t he  s t o r a g e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s .  This  amendment a l s o  s t i p u l a t e d
t h a t  a l l  measures  shou ld  be pu t  on t h e  same b a l l o t  and vo ted  on as one 
• 129u n i t .  A p l e b i s c i t e  was he ld  on J u l y  18,  1913,  and t h e  measure  was
130d e f e a t e d  by a pp ro x i ma t e l y  100,000 v o t e s .  The o t h e r  t h r e e  amendments 
c o n s i s t e d  o f  1) a p roposa l  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  and 
ex t end  t he  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  u n t i l  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h a t  s e s s i o n  had been 
compl e t ed ,  2) a p roposa l  a l l o w in g  Gul f  c o u n t i e s  t o  i s s u e  bonds f o r  a c ­
q u i r i n g  land  and b u i l d i n g  sea  w a l l s ,  and 3) a p ropos a l  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t he
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  F i r s t  Cal l  Se s s i on  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  Von Boechmann-Jones 
Company, 1913) ,  pp.  66-67.
127 General  and S p ec i a l  Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , T h i r t y - t h i r d  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  Second Cal l  S e s s i on  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  Von Boechmann-Jones 
Company, 1914) ,  pp.  15-16.
128General  and S p ec i a l  Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas ,  1913,  pp.
101 - 0 2 .
129 General  Laws o f  t he  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , 1913,  pp.  457-62.
130
A us t in  S t a t e s m a n , J u l y  20,  1913.
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131i n i t i a t i v e  and re fe rendum o f  s t a t e  l aws.  Al l  t h r e e  amendments were
132d e f e a t e d  in t h e  November,  1914,  g e ne r a l  e l e c t i o n .
Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  conc luded  h i s  second t e rm o f  o f f i c e  on
J a n u a ry  15,  1915.  Of t he  ach i evement s  o f  h i s  f o u r  y e a r  t e n u r e  in  o f f i c e
t h e  Houston Da i l y  Pos t  commented:
Whatever  may have been h i s  s h o r t c o m i n g s ,  t h e  showing i s  c r e d i t a b l e  
t o  him,  and h i s  a c t u a l  ach i evement s  w i l l  s t a n d  compar i son wi th  t h o s e  
o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s . The p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  has been g r e a t  d u r ­
ing h i s  t e rm o f  o f f i c e  and he has l a b o r e d  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  promote i t  
a t  a l l  t i m e s .  He l e a v e s  t h e  S t a t e  government  and a l l  t h e  S t a t e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  much b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n  t han  he found them,  and in a l l  
r e s p e c t s  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has been a p a l p a b l e  improvement  upon t he  
p r e c e d i n g  one.
Governor  C o l q u i t t ' s  p r e d e c e s s o r  was n o t  so c a r e f u l  t o  l e av e  him 
a c o m f o r t a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  deal  w i t h .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  i s  no t  an 
u n f a i r  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  e s p e c i a l  p a i n s  were t a ken  t o  make h i s  pathway 
as d i f f i c u l t  as p o s s i b l e ,  and in a d d i t i o n  t o  such embar rassment s  as 
were d e l i b e r a t e l y  bequea t hed  t o  him he had t o  endure  t h e  pe r s ona l  
and p o l i t i c a l  h o s t i l i t y  o f  two l e g i s l a t u r e s  and ove r l ooked  few op­
p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him t o  redeem h i s  p l e d g e s .
In s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  C o l q u i t t  has done w e l l .  He has made mi s ­
t a k e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  as was t o  have been e x p e c t e d ,  and a t  t imes  i t  ap­
p ea r s  t h a t  h i s  t emper  go t  t h e  b e s t  o f  him. He has s a i d  t h i n g s  t h a t  
he would have b e t t e r  l e f t  u n s a i d ,  and,  in  our  j udgement ,  he l o s t  
s e v e r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  accompl i sh  t h i n g s  t h a t  would have been 
g r e a t l y  t o  h i s  c r e d i t .  But when you i n s p e c t  t h e  r e c o r d  and make 
f a i r  comp ar i so ns ,  i t  w i l l  be found t h a t  he has s e r v ed  t h e  people  
wel l  and d i l i g e n t l y  and i s  as much e n t i t l e d  t o  p u b l i c  g r a t i t u d e  as
most  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s J 33
Thi s  c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t s  an overv iew o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  1906,  1910,  and 
1912 c a n va ss e s  f o r  t h e  g o v e rn o r s h i p  o f  Texas .  Chap t e r  4 w i l l  d e l i n e a t e  
t he  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a ud i e nc e s  and o c c a s i o n s  which were i n t e g r a l  e l ement s  
o f  t h o s e  campaigns .
^ Genera l  Laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s , 1913,  pp.  464-65.  
132A us t in  S t a t e s m a n , November 5,  1914.
^ H o u s t o n  Da i l y  P o s t , J anua ry  16,  1915.
Chapter  4
COLQUITT'S AUDIENCES AND OCCASIONS
According  t o  Brembeck and Howell t h e r e  a r e  two key e l emen t s  
p e c u l i a r  t o  any t ype  o f  p u b l i c  s pea k i ng .  They w r i t e :
Any speech  must  be c e n t e r e d  on t h e  a ud i enc e  and o c c a s i o n .  I t  
must  be deve loped  and p r e s e n t e d  in t e rms  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a t t i ­
t u d e s ,  s e n t i m e n t s ,  e mo t i ons ,  and d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  aud i ence  and wi t h  
f u l l  r e g a r d  f o r  t he  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  p u r p o s e s ,  and p hy s i ca l  s e t t i n g  o f  
t h e  speech o c c a s i o n .  Analyses  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a r e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  
t he  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t he  a t t e n t i o n  e l e m e n t s ,  b a s i c  a p p e a l s ,  and t y p e  o f  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  be used in t he  speech .  In s h o r t ,  a speech must  be 
t a i l o r e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  in o r d e r  t o  f i t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  demands o f  each 
o c ca s i on  and a u d i e n c e J
As C o l q u i t t  s tumped Texas in  1906,  1910,  and 1912 he e nc ou n t e re d  
a v a r i e t y  o f  au d i en ce s  and o c c a s i o n s .  Thus ,  an exami na t ion  o f ,  f i r s t ,  
t h e  a u d i en ce s  and,  s econd ,  t h e  o c c a s i o n s ,  w i l l  pe rhaps  p r ov i de  i n s i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  r h e t o r i c a l  p a t t e r n  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p e r s u a s i o n .
In c l a s s i f y i n g  a t t i t u d i n a l  t r e n d s  o f  t h e  people  d ur i ng  t h e  e a r l y  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  seems a p p a r e n t  t h a t  some t r e n d s  may f a l l  i n t o  one 
o r  s e v e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  such as economic,  s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  m o r a l ,  and
Winston Lamont Brembeck and Wi l l i am Smiley Howel l ,  P e r s u a s i o n :
A Means o f  Soc ia l  Cont rol  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e - H a l 1,  
I n c . ,  1952) ,  p. 311.  TrTthe w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  as wel l  as Chap t e r s  
5 and 6 s e v e r a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  were c o n s u l t e d .  See S ec t i on  D o f  t h e  b i b ­
l i o g r a p h y  f o r  t h e s e s  and d i s s e r t a t i o n s  c o n s u l t e d .  See a l s o  Wi l l i am 
Norwood B r i g a n ce ,  ed.  , A H i s t o r y  and C r i t i c i s m  o f  American P ub l i c  
A d d r e s s , Vol s .  I and I I  (Mew York: McGraw-Hill  Company, 1943) .  The 
e s s a y  on Stephen A. Douglas by F o r e s t  L. Whan, pp. 777-827,  was p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l .  See a l s o  Marie Kathyrn Hochmuth [ N i c h o l s ] ,  e d . ,  A 
H i s t o r y  and C r i t i c i s m  o f  American P u b l i c  A d d r e s s , Vol.  I l l  (New York: 
Longmans, Green and Company, 1955).
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p o l i t i c a l .  P o l i t i c a l  o v e r t o n e s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  a r e  encompassed in most  
o f  t he  p a t t e r n s  domina t ing  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a c i t i z e n r y .  For academic 
r e a s o n s ,  however ,  t h e  t r e n d s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  
ma jor  emphas i s .
The a ud i ences  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  a d d r e s s e d  in h i s  t h r e e  campaigns in
t he  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a d i v e r g e n t  group o f  c i t i z e n s .
Texas '  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  in  1900 was 3 , 0 4 8 , 7 1 0 ;  in  1910,  3 , 896 ,5 4 2 .
The 1900 p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  520,759 o r  17.1 pe r  c e n t ,
were urban d w e l l e r s  and t h a t  2 , 5 2 7 , 9 5 1 ,  o r  82.9  p e r  c e n t ,  l i v e d  in r u r a l
a r e a s .  By 1910 t he  urban p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  9 38 , 104 ,  o r  24.1 pe r
c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  wi t h  2 , 9 5 8 , 4 3 8 ,  o r  75.9 p e r  c e n t  o f  t he
2
p o p u l a t i o n  r u r a l  d w e l l e r s .
Four major  e t h n i c  groups  made up t h e  Texas p o p u l a t i o n  in t he  
e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  Na t ive  w h i t e  Texans c o n s t i t u t e d
3
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  wi t h  2 , 9 64 , 8 6 4  members.  The second 
l a r g e s t  group was t he  Negroes who numbered 690,049.  The Mexican p opu l a ­
t i o n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  an e s t i m a t e d  2 50 , 000 ,  was t he  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  group.  
Close  behind  t h e  Mexicans were a p p ro x i m a t e l y  240,000 c i t i z e n s  o f  f o r e i g n
4
e x t r a c t i o n .  While t h e  Germans made up t h e  l a r g e s t  e l ement  o f  t h i s  
p o p u l a t i o n  g roup ,  i t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  E n g l i s h ,  I r i s h ,  Czechs,
^The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ,  1968-69 ( D a l l a s ,  
Texas:  A. H. Belo C o r p o r a t i o n ,  1967) ,  p. 168.
3
Thi s  f i g u r e  i n c l u d e s  a p p r o x i a m te l y  240,000 wh i t e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
f o r e i g n  e x t r a c t i o n .  See The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Gu i de , 
1936 ( D a l l a s ,  Texas:  A. H. Belo C o r p o r a t i o n ,  1936) ,  pp.  134-35.
4
The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide, 1936, p. 135.
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P o l e s ,  I t a l i a n s ,  French ,  A u s t r i a n s ,  R u ss i a n s ,  and Canadians .
The n a t i v e  w h i t e  Texans were s p r ead  o ve r  t he  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  
Al though t h e  most  populous  a r e a s  were l o c a t e d  in t h e  s o u t h e r n ,  n o r t h e r n ,  
and e a s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  wes t  was d eve l op i ng  r a p i d l y .  The 
Negroes c o n c e n t r a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  in t h e  e a s t e r n  t h i r d  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and in 
t h e  c i t i e s .  The Mexicans l i v e d  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  in t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e . ^  The Germans,  as t h e  n a t i v e  w h i t e  Texans ,  were l o c ­
a t e d  in a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  however ,  was
g
found in t he  s ou th w es t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l  Texas .  Germans were p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o f  A u s t i n ,  Cornel, DeWit t ,  F a y e t t e ,
9
G i l l e s p i e ,  Guadalupe,  Kendal l ,  Lee,  Medina,  and Washington.
As both t h e  1900 and 1910 r u r a l  d w e l l e r  s t a t i s t i c s  s u g g e s t  Texas 
was p r i m a r i l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t e  a t  t h e  dawn o f  t he  t w e n t i e t h  cen­
t u r y .  In 1910 t h e r e  were 416,377 f a rmers  l i v i n g  on 416,377 f a r ms ,
5
Ralph W. S t e e n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  Texas ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  The Steck  
Company, 1939) ,  p. 412.
g
Copy of  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  H a s k e l l ,  Texas ,  September  17,
1909,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
A rc h i ve s .  See a l s o  Ruper t  Norval R i cha r ds on ,  Texas ,  The Lone S t a r  S t a t e  
(New York: P r e n t i c e - H a l l , I n c . ,  1943) ,  pp.  383-400.  Richardson p o i n t s  
ou t  "With t h e  coining o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  t o  w es t e rn  and s o u t h e r n  Texas in 
t he  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  t h e  fa rming f r o n t i e r  l o s t  i t s  c o m p ar a t i v e l y  s o l i d  f r o n t .  I t  
was d u r i ng  t h i s  decade t h a t  s e v e r a l  c o l o n i e s  o f  f a rmers  were e s t a b ­
l i s h i n g  in we s t e rn  Texas . . . .  With t he  f i r s t  decade o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y  came t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  fa rming t o  most  o f  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o f  t he  
High P l a i n s . "
^S t ee n ,  p. 412.
3
Ralph W. S t e en ,  Twen t i e th  Century Texas :  an Economic and 
Soc i a l  H i s t o r y  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  The S t eck  Company, 1942) ,  p.  6.
^Seth  Shepard McKay, Texas P o l i t i c s ,  1906-1944:  With S p e c i a l  
Ref e r ence  t o  t h e  German Coun t i e s  (Lubbock,  Texas:  Texas Tech P r e s s ,
1952) ,  p. 28.
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t o t a l l i n g  109 ,226,000 a c r e s  o f  l and  va lued  a t  $ 1 , 8 2 2 , 7 1 3 , 0 0 0 .  The 
major  crops  c o n s i s t e d  o f  c o r n ,  whea t ,  o a t s ,  b a r l e y ,  r i c e ,  g r a i n  sorgum,  
s u g a r  c ane ,  p o t a t o e s ,  hay,  t r u c k  c r o p s ,  f r u i t ,  and c o t t o n ,  w i t h  t he  
l a t t e r  be ing  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c t io n  i t em.
The impact  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  in t h e  growth and development  o f  
Texas p rov i ded  c l u e s  as t o  t he  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Texas c i t i z e n s .
The p r o s p e r i t y  o f  Texas ,  t he  growth o f  i t s  c i t i e s  and i t s  p r o g ­
r e s s  a long  a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  and commercial  l i n e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  
decade a r e  due ,  in a l a r g e  measure t o  i n c r e a s e d  developments  o f  t he  
S t a t e ' s  a lmos t  unmeasurable  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  The g r e a t e s t  
i n d u s t r y  in Texas i s  a g r i c u l t u r e  and a s s o c i a t e d  l i n e s .  The p r o s p e r -  
i t y  o f  Texas ,  depends upon t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who t i l l  t he
s o i l  J O
Hor ses ,  mules ,  c a t t l e ,  s hee p ,  c h i c k e n s ,  and hogs c o n s t i t u t e d  
t h e  major  l i v e s t o c k  a s p e c t  o f  t he  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy. The l i v e s t o c k  
was l a b e l e d  t he
l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h i s  c ou n t r y .  S t a t i s t i c s  show a s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  va lue  o f  l i v e  s t o c k  t h r o u g ho u t  che Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  Thi s  coun­
t r y  now c l a i ms  80 , 000 ,000  head o f  c a t t l e ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  o t h e r  l i v e  
s t o c k :  t he  packing  houses  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  has p l ayed  a most  c o n s p i c ­
uous p a r t  in t he  growth and development  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas ,  and 
i s  today  one o f  i t s  c h i e f  i n d u s t r i e s .  Texas i s  t h e  f o r emos t  o f  a l l  
t h e  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  American Union in t he  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c a t t l e . ' ‘
Al though a g r i c u l t u r e  was one o f  t h e  key e l emen t s  o f  Texas '  
economy and i nvo l ved  a s i z a b l e  vo t i n g  b l o c ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  m a nu fa c t u r i ng  
i n d u s t r i e s  were a l s o  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and added t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  
o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .  The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide p o i n t s  
ou t  t h a t  w h i l e  "The v i s i o n  o f  Texas as a g r e a t  m a n uf a c t u r i n g  S t a t e  has 
been in t h e  minds o f  i t s  people  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  Anglo-American
^ The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ,  1912 ( D a l l a s ,  
Texas:  A. H. Belo Company, 1912) ,  pp.  180-81.
^ The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide,  1910, ( D a l l a s ,  
Texas:  A. H. Belo Company, 1910) ,  p.  99.
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development ,  . . . t h e r e  was no t  much growth u n t i l  abou t  t h e  beg i nn i ng
12
o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  [ t w e n t i e t h ]  c e n t u r y . "  However,
The census  o f  1900 shows t h e  number o f  pe r sons  employed t o  be 
48 , 1 5 3 ,  and f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t s  va l ued  a t  $119 ,414 ,982 .  The census  o f  
1905 r e p o r t s  61,202 men employed in  Texas f a c t o r i e s ,  which produced 
t h a t  y e a r  $193 ,453 ,270 .  The Texas Commercial  S e c r e t a r i e s '  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n ,  in a canvas s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  in 1909,  found 100,000 per sons  
employed and t he  f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t  t o  be va lued  a t  $2 4 9 , 2 0 1  , 0 0 0 J ^
T h e r e f o r e ,  t he  ma nu f a c t u r i n g  segment  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was i m p o r t an t  t o
any g u b e r n a t o r i a l  h o p e f u l .
At t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  pe t ro l eum i n d u s t r y  was in i t s
i n f a n c y ,  bu t  on J a n u a ry  10,  1901,  a g u sh er  n e a r  Beaumont ,  Texas ,  came
i n ,  b r i n g i n g  f o r t h  o i l  " in  such p r o f u s i o n  and such q u a n t i t y  t h e  wor ld
14has neve r  seen b e f o r e . "  The i n i t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  S p i n d l e t o p  o i l  f i e l d  in
1901 was a momentous i n c i d e n t  in t he  h i s t o r y  o f  Texas because  "no s i n g l e
t h i n g  . . . s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  ma nu f a c t u r i n g  development  . . .  as much s i n c e
151900 as [ d i d ]  t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  o i l  d i s c o v e r i e s . "  Pe t ro l eum produc ­
t i o n  was t o  i n f l u e n c e  Texas economics  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y .  In t he  
f i r s t  decade o f  t h a t  c e n t u r y  t h e  s t a t e  produced 145 ,880 ,923  b a r r e l s  o f  
p e t r o l e um.  Othe r  major  m i n e r a l s  found in Texas i n c l u d e  c o a l ,  minera l
w a t e r ,  p o r t l a n d  cement ,  sand and g r a v e l ,  s a l t ,  s i l v e r ,  a s p h a l t ,  l i me ,
16and copper .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  wage e a r n e r s  in t h i s  p ro sp e r ou s  segment  o f  
Texas economy d i d  no t  go unheeded by t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s .
12The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ,  1936, p. 280.
13The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ,  1911 ( D a l l a s ,  
Texas:  A. H. Belo Company, 1911) ,  p. 128.
14
Seth  S. McKay and Odie B. Fau lk ,  Texas A f t e r  S p i n d l e t o p  
( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  Steck-Vaughn Company, 1965) ,  pp.  2 -3 .
15The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ,  1936, p. 280.
16The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide, 1912, p. 161.
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The r o l e  o f  e d u ca t i o n  in t he  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a c c e n t u a t e d  
t he  a t t i t u d e s  o f  Texans.  Perhaps  t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem o f  Texas was t h e  pa ss age  o f  t h e  school  law of  1884. 
This  e d i c t  1) p rov i ded  f o r  an e l e c t e d  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  2) p l aced  s choo l s  under  t h e  immedia te  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  county  
j u d g e s ,  3) a l lowed c o u n t i e s  t o  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  school  d i s t r i c t s  and gave 
them t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  v o t i n g  a l o c a l  school  t a x ,  4) ex t en d e d  t h e  s c h o l ­
a s t i c  age from e i g h t  y e a r s  t o  s i x t e e n  y e a r s ,  5) s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t he  
t e a c h e r s  hold  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  and 6) r e q u i r e d  a sys tem o f  r e g i s t e r s  and 
r e p o r t . ^
T. H. She lby ,  Ch i e f  Cle rk  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Depar tment  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  in 1911 Texas had "more t han  8 , 000  common and i nde pen de n t
school  d i s t r i c t s . "  He a l s o  c l a imed t h a t  "The s c h o l a s t i c  census  o f
1910 p l a ce  t h e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  o ve r  7 and unde r  17 y e a r s  o f  age in
Texas a t  968 ,267 ,  a ga in  o f  19 , 261 ,  as  compared w i t h  t h e  census  o f
1909." Fur t he r more ,
There [were]  556 independen t  d i s t r i c t s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  f o r  school  p u r ­
poses  o n l y ,  114 c i t i e s  and towns hav ing  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l s ,  
and 7,500 common school  d i s t r i c t s .  N i n e t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  i n d e ­
pendent  d i s t r i c t s  and t h e  c i t i e s  and towns l e v y  a l o c a l  t a x  f o r  
school  p u r pos es .
In a d d i t i o n ,
There  [were ]  20,098 c e r t i f i c a t e d  t e a c h e r s  in t h e  S t a t e ,  34 pe r  c e n t  
o f  whom [were]  g r a d u a t e s  o f  h igh  s c h o o l s ,  normal s c h o o l s ,  c o l l e g e s  
o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  . . .  Of t h e  16,893 w h i t e  t e a c h e r s  in  t h e  S t a t e ,  
5 , 038  [were]  men and 11,855 [were ]  women; o f  t h e  3 ,205 negro  t e a c h ­
e r s ,  1,313 a r e  men and 1 ,893 a r e  women. I8
^ R i c h a r d s o n ,  p. 343.
18The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ,  1911,  pp.
100- 101 .
84
In s p i t e  o f  t h e  e n v i s i o n e d  improvements  by l e g i s l a t o r s  and t he  
advances  made in urban e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  change was s low,  p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  r u r a l  school  d i s t r i c t s .  Ruper t  Norval  Richardson 
w r i t e s :
E s p e c i a l l y  d i s c o u r a g i n g  was t h e  i n d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  peop le  t o  vote  
l o c a l  school  t a x e s .  "The c h i e f  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  law o f  1883, "  says  
F r e d r i c k  Eby,  "was t o  l i f t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g­
r e s s  from t h e  s t a t e  as a whole  and t o  p l a c e  i t  upon t h e  l o c a l  com­
m u n i t i e s . "  Thus t he  common c o u n t r y  s c h o o l s  remained poor  and i n e f ­
f i c i e n t  w h i l e  improvement  was l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  towns and c i t i e s . ^
F u r the r mor e ,  Texas in 1910 had 407,522 i l l i t e r a t e  pe r sons  t en  y e a r s  o f  
20age o r  o l d e r .
In view o f  t h e  i l l i t e r a c y  r a t e ,  t h e  needs  o f  r u r a l  s c h o o l s ,  and
21t he  low s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  e d u c a t i o n  was a s i g n i f ­
i c a n t  e l ement  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  Texas c i t i z e n s .  Thus ,  t he  
e d u c a t i o n a l  needs  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w a r r a n t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ­
h o l d e r s .
R e l i g i o n  was a ma jo r  f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  t he  a t t i t u d e s  o f  Texans 
in t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  The g u a r a n t e e  o f  "Freedom in  r e l i g i o u s  
m a t t e r s  [was]  a s a c r e d  r i g h t  o f  an American c i t i z e n  [and was]  j e a l o u s l y  
guarded by t h e  laws o f  T e x a s . "  The 1912 Texas Almanac and S t a t e
19 R ic h a r d s o n ,  p. 344.  See a l s o  F r e d e r i c k  Eby, The Development  
o f  Educa t ion in  Texas (New York: The Macmil lan Company, 1925) ,  p. 195. 
The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Gu i de , 1911,  p. 100,  p o i n t s  out  
t h a t  "a l i t t l e  more t ha n  30 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  common school  d i s t r i c t s ,  in 
which 625,917 c h i l d r e n  wi th  t h e  s c h o l a s t i c  age r e s i d e ,  l evy  a l o c a l  
t a x . "
20U. S . ,  Depar tment  o f  Commerce, S t a t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t  o f  t h e  
Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  1917,  No. 1016 (Washington:  Government  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ) ,  
p. 72.
21 According  t o  The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ,  
1911,  p. 100,  t h e  ave r age  annual  s a l a r y  o f  w h i t e  t e a c h e r s  was $394.00;  
f o r  t he  c o l o r e d  t e a c h e r s  t h e  y e a r l y  income was $292.00.
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The l a t e s t  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  c r e d i t s  Texas wi t h  a r e s p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o f  12,354 r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Al l  denomina t ions  a r e  r e p r e ­
s e n t e d ,  many o f  which have m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n v e s t e d  in  houses  o f  
w o r s h i p ,  s c h o o l s ,  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  No s e c t i o n  o f  Texas i s  
w i t h o u t  a church .
In 1906 t h e  membership o f  a l l  denomi na t i ons  was 1 , 22 6 ,9 0 6 .  By 
1910 t h i s  f i g u r e  was e s t i m a t e d  a t  1 ,349 , 596 .  Church p r o p e r t y  was v a l ­
ued a t  $22 ,949 ,976  in 1906 and $26 ,392,472 in 1910.  The f i v e  l e a d i n g  
denomi na t i ons  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  memberships were B a p t i s t ,  401 ,720;  
M e t h o d i s t ,  317 ,495;  Roman C a t h o l i c ,  308 ,556;  D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
73 , 495 ;  and t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  6 2 , 0 9 0 . ^
F u r t h e r  ev i d en ce  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  zea l  was r e v e a l e d  by t he
r e v i v a l s  he ld  in t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  t he  c e n t u r y .  The f o l l o w i n g
i n s t a n c e s  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  e v a n g e l i c  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t i me s .
From Texas came an a cc oun t  o f  a Met hod i s t  r e v i v a l  on t h e  Glenwood 
Charge n e a r  F o r t  Worth,  where " t h e r e  was e v i d e n t  t h e  ' o l d - t i m e '  
power,  as  C h r i s t i a n s  were made happy and s h o u t e d . "  P a r t i c i p a n t s  
a l s o  " shou t ed  as  o f  o l d ,  and gave u nmi s t ak ab l e  e v i denc e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
j o y"  d u r i n g  a "most  g l o r i o u s "  r e v i v a l  a t  Oak Grove B a p t i s t  Church,  
in Navarro County,  Texas ;  Nocona,  Texas ,  Me t ho d i s t  t o l d  o f  be ing  
swept  by a s p i r i t u a l  w a v e . " 23
Soc i a l  problems which a f f e c t e d  t h e  Texas scene  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  i n c l u d ed  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  p r i s o n e r s ,  concern  
f o r  t h e  i n s a n e ,  and o t h e r s  c o nf i n ed  in e l eemosynary  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t he  
c a r e  o f  t h e  Co n f e de r a t e  v e t e r a n  and h i s  s po u se ,  and t h e  h i g h l y  emot iona l  
and c o n t r o v e r s i a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n .  These c o n d i t i o n s  o r i g i ­
n a t i n g  in t he  19th Cen t u r y ,  s u r f a c e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s .
^ The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Gu i de , 1912,  p. 137.
23 Kenneth E. B a i l e y ,  Southe rn  White P r o t e s t a n t i s m  (New York: 
Harper  and Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1964) ,  p. 21.
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Texas '  p r i s o n  sys tem seemed t o  be a p e r e n n i a l  problem Ruper t
Norval  Richardson s u g g e s t s  t h a t  from i t s  o r i g i n  in 1849 i t  was b e s e t
wi t h  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Soon a f t e r  t h e  H u n t s v i l l e  f a c i l i t y  was c o n s t r u c t e d
i t  became so crowded t h a t  a new one was s t a r t e d  a t  Rusk.  By 1871 t h e
"dea th  r a t e  o f  c o n v i c t s  doubled  and t h e  number o f  e sc a p e s  p e r  y e a r
i n c r e a s e d  more t han  t h r e e - f o l d .  In t h e  y e a r  1876 a l o n e ,  382 c o n v i c t s
made t h e i r  e s c a p e ,  a c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  a g g r a v a t e d  s e r i o u s l y  t h e  problem o f
24cr ime in t h e  s t a t e . "  However,
P e n i t e n t i a r y  and p r i s o n  r e f o r m ,  long o ve r due ,  began d u r i n g  t he  
p e r i o d  o f  t h e  Campbell  and C o l q u i t t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  In 1908 and 
1909 some o f  t h e  b ig  c i t y  newspapers  in  t h e  s t a t e  p u b l i s h e d  long 
s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p a l l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
in t he  p e n i t e n t i a r i e s .  These a r t i c l e s  had t h e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t ;  t he  
T h i r t y - f i r s t  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  1909 c r e a t e d  a commit tee  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The c o m m i t t e e ' s  r e p o r t  . . . caused  a s e n s a t i o n  ove r  
t h e  s t a t e .  I t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  c o n v i c t s  had been s h o t  o r  whipped t o  
de a t h  f o r  smal l  o f f e n s e s ;  t h a t  t h e y  were g iven  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t a s k s  
and were s e v e r e l y  pun i s hed  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  accompl i sh  them;  and t h a t  
food was poo r ,  c l o t h i n g  i n a d e q u a t e ,  and s a n i t a t i o n  worse .  F i n a n c i a l  
a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  penal  sys t em were in c o n f u s i o n ;  t h e  books were so 
p o o r l y  k ep t  t h a t  t h e y  cou l d  no t  be a u d i t e d . 25
With t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  i t  i s  no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h e  sys tem would c o n t i n ue
t o  be a s ou rc e  o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  concern  t o  t he  v o t e r s  o f  Texas .
The t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  m e n t a l l y  i l l  r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  concern 
d ur i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  immedia t e ly  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  c au s i ng  
Texas h i s t o r i a n  Ralph W. Steen  t o  condemn t h e  s t a t e  f o r  i t s  n e g l i g e n c e  
in a l l owi ng  so many p a t i e n t s  t o  remain in j a i l .  In 1899 Texas had only  
t h r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  i n s a n e  and "were f i l l e d  t o  capac ­
i t y  and . . . one t hous and  remained in  j a i l s ,  on poor  f a r ms ,  and in p r i ­
v a t e  homes."  In 1905 " i t  was e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  no l e s s  than  one t housand
24
R ic ha r ds on ,  p. 337.
“̂ McKay and Faulk,  pp. 31-32.
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26i n s a n e  pe r s ons  were c o n f i n e d  t o  county  j a i l s  and poor  f a r m s . "  In 1910
27t h e r e  were 4 ,053 p a t i e n t s  in h o s p i t a l s  o r  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  By 1913
t h e  number o f  t h o s e  m e n t a l l y  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  was a p pr ox im a te ly  f i v e  t h o u ­
s a n d ,  b u t  on ly  "350 remained on poor  farms and in county  j a i l s . "  Condi­
t i o n s  had improved by 1913,  b u t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime d e a l i n g  wi t h  m e n t a l l y  
i l l  was a n o t h e r  s o c i a l  concern  f o r  Texans.
The concern  t h a t  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  Lone S t a r  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  
t h e  i n f i r m  can be e v i denced  by t h e  number o f  e l eemosynary  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
which were a l r e a d y  in  e x i s t e n c e  in 1900 and t h o s e  which were b u i l t  
l a t e r .  The S t a t e  Orphan Asylum; t he  Bl i nd  Asylum; and t h e  Deaf ,  Dumb, 
and Bl ind  Asylum f o r  Colored Youth were among t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen ­
t u r y  e f f o r t s  t o  a i d  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e .  In 1907 t h e  P a s t e u r  Hosp i t a l  t o  
a i d  in t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  and t r e a t m e n t  o f  hydrophobia  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  In 
1911 t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  made p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and m a i n t e ­
nance  o f  two h o s p i t a l s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s .
In s p i t e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  advancement  t h e r e  was a gene r a l  a g r e e ­
ment  t h a t  more cou ld  be done.  Other  proposed and much needed i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s  such as  a s t a t e  home f o r  t he  l e p e r s ,  a s t a t e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  c ance r  
and p e l l a g r a ,  and a p s y c h o p a t h i c  h o s p i t a l  neve r  m a t e r i a l i z e d .
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  mood o f  Texas was d e c i d e d l y  in f a v o r  o f  more
a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e  s i c k  and needy.  Steen  c a p t u r e d  t h e  essence,  o f  t h i s
s p i r i t  when he wr o t e :
a s o c i e t y  which p roduces  pe r s ons  who a r e  m e n t a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  
i n c a p a b l e  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  t hemse l ves  i s  endowed wi t h  t he  du t y  o f  
c a r i n g  f o r  them. A c i v i l i z a t i o n  in  which p o v e r t y  i s  a c h r o n i c  a i l ­
ment and in which pauper i sm e x i s t s  s i d e  by s i d e  wi th  we a l t h  cannot
26 S t e e n ,  Twen t i e t h  Century  T e x a s , p. 174.
27
S t a t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t  o f  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  1917, p. 54.
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escape  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  t h o s e  whom t h e  machines  have 
t r a mp l e d .  Texas has e xp re s s ed  an i n t e r e s t  in t h e s e  peop le  who a re  
n e i t h e r  more nor  l e s s  t han  wards o f  s o c i e t y .  S o c i e t y  has g iven them 
much; pe rhaps  i t  owes them more,  f o r  in most  c as es  s o c i e t y  has made 
them what  t h e y  a r e . 28
The e mot i ona l i s m evoked by t h e  image o f  t h e  Co n f e d e r a t e  v e t ­
e ra ns  and t h e i r  wives  g e n e r a t e d  a mood among Texas which was both 
p a t r i o t i c  and a l t r u i s t i c .  The e x - s o l d i e r s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  were r e v e re d  
by t h e  masses .  C ons e que n t l y ,  s t a r t i n g  in O c t ob e r ,  1889,  a sum o f  
$4 ,050 ,000  had been a p p r o p r i a t e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  o l d ,  v e n e r a b l e
c i t i z e n s  and t h e i r  s po u se s .  By a c t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  in  1910 and
291911 one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  was a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  t h e s e  p e n s i o n e r s .
P r i o r  t o  1900 a home f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  aged and i n d i g e n t  ex-Confed-
e r a t e s  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  Fu r the r mor e ,  t h e r e  was a g i t a t i o n  by some o f  t h e
c i t i z e n r y  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a s i m i l a r  home f o r  t he  c a r e  o f  t h e
wives  and widows o f  t h e  v e t e r a n s .  A c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment f o r  t h i s
purpose  was d e f e a t e d  in 1907,  bu t  a s i m i l a r  one was approved in t he  1910
30ge ner a l  e l e c t i o n .  In i t s  concern  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  C i v i l  War s u r v i ­
vors  many o f  Texas '  c i t i z e n s  e x h i b i t e d  a t h o u g h t f u l  and b e ne v o l e n t  a t t i ­
t u de .
The q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  both  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
o v e r t o n e s .  The f l a v o r  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  problem can be i l l u s ­
t r a t e d  t h rough  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a word war between one o f  Texas '  l e a d i n g  
newspapers  and p roponen t s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n .  Such d e s c r i p t i o n  a l s o  empha­
s i z e d  t he  i n t e n s i t y  o f  f e e l i n g s  evoked and d e l i n e a t e d  t he  s ha r p  d i v i s i o n
28 S t e e n ,  Twen t i e t h  Century  T e x a s , pp.  174-82.
29The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide ,  1911,  p. 216.
30S t e e n ,  Twen t i e th  Century  T e x a s , p.  179.
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which emerged between t h e  pro  and a n t i  s o c i a l  f o r c e s .
Sam Acheson,  a u t h o r  o f  35,000 Days in T e x a s , a h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
D a l l a s - G a l v e s t o n  [Texas ]  Morning News, s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  newspaper  da red  
t o  t a k e  a s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  amendment.  As t h e  campaign drew 
t o  a c l o s e ,
a t t a c k s  on The News from c e r t a i n  moral  c r u s a d e r s  . . . i n c r e a s e d  
. . . .  Now t h e  pape r  uas used as a t a r g e t  in  t he  pos t -mor t em d i s ­
c u s s i o n s .  J .  C. B i g ge r ,  a fo rmer  Republ i can  o f f i c e h o l d e r ,  was
quoted  as  s a y i n g ,  " i t  i s  a p e c u l i a r  c o in c i d e n c e "  t h a t  The News 
i n a u g u r a t e d  i t s  c o s t l y  s p e c i a l  t r a i n  t o  Denison and Sherman j u s t  
b e f o r e  t h e  campaign opened.  Anheuser  Busch o f  S t .  Louis  and o t h e r  
brewer s  were c r e d i t e d  wi t h  having "bought"  The News, a char ge  o f  
c o r r u p t i o n  which s e v e r a l  c l e r i c a l  adv oca te s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  e n l a r g e d  
upon.  The News no ted  in sor row t h a t  some members o f  t h e  c l e r g y ,  
hav ing  gone upon t h e  h u s t i n g s ,  had "no t  h e s i t a t e d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  
a b us e ,  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  v i t u p e r a t i o n ,  angry  and p r o v o c a t i v e  l a n ­
guage and t h e  low a r t s  o f  t h e  demagogue."
Seve r a l  weeks a f t e r  t h e  amendment had been d e f e a t e d ,  one weekly
newspaper  e x p r e s s e d  t he  o p i n i o n  t h a t
t h e  two newspapers  a t  Da l l a s  and Ga l ves t on  [ The News] a r e  a bane f u l  
i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  c o u n t r y  in t he  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a l a ck  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  
r e l i g i o n  and good mo r a l s .  . . . The t ime  has come when ou r  peop le  
shou ld  g i v e  an emphat i c  condemnat ion t o  t h i s  c ou rs e  and v i c i o u s  
a t t a c k s  upon t he  C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t r y .
To t h e s e  c ha r ges  The News r e sponded:
Thi s  i s  one o f  t h e  foul  e r u p t i o n s  marking t he  seque l  o f  a moral  
p e s t i l e n c e  bred  by t he  p r o h i b i t i o n  campaign.  I t  i s  one o f  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  p r a c t i c a l  arguments  a g a i n s t  a g i t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  t h a t  
t h e y  b r i n g  f o r t h  a g i t a t o r s  enf lamed wi t h  b i g o t r y  and i n t o l e r a n c e  and 
r i o t o u s  w i t h  t h e  ve ry  drunkenness  o f  m a l i g n i t y .
Why t h i s  c o n c e r t e d  scheme t o  brand and p r o s c r i b e  The News as  an 
enemy o f  m o r a l i t y  and r e l i g i o n ?  I t  i s  because  The News met t h e  r i s ­
ing  v i r u l e n c e  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  c o n t e s t  wi th  a s i n c e r e  p l e a  f o r  
t emperance  in a l l  t h i n g s .
Thi s  r e b u t t a l ,  however ,  d id  no t  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  word war .  In 
Oc t ob e r ,  1887,  t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  Convent ion met  i n  D a l l a s  and o f f e r e d  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  which in p a r t  r e ad :  We r e g a r d  The News as dangerous  t o  t h e
mora l s  and good o r d e r  o f  s o c i e t y  and recommend t o  our  f r i e n d s  everywhere  
t o  shun i t  as  t h e y  would t h e  P o l i c e  G a z e t t e  o r  any o t h e r  impure l i t e r a -
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t u r e .  A mot ion t o  t a b l e  t he  r e s o l u t i o n  was made and ag r eed  upon,  bu t  
on l y  a f t e r  one o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  was a l l owed  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a p r a y e r  i n ­
s t e a d .  Major W. E. Penn,  a l a y  m i n i s t e r ,  “f e r v e n t l y  and f e e l i n g l y  
prayed  f o r  The News and a l l  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f ,  p e t i t i o n i n g  t h a t  t he y  
might  be d i r e c t e d  i n t o  r i g h t  p a t h s ,  might  c onduc t  t h e  j o u r n a l  in  a way 
t o  do good,  and t h a t  t he y  might  a l l  be saved f i n a l l y  in Heaven."
The News s t a f f  was o u t r a g e d  and was d e t e r mi ne d  t o  have t h e  f i n a l  
word.  The pape r  e d i t o r i a l i z e d :
Al though t h e  r e s u l t  was v i r t u a l  r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  t h e  ca lumnies  
a g a i n s t  The News i n v e n t e d  and d i s s e m i n a t e d  by t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
Texas B a p t i s t  and Hera ld  and k in d r e d  s p i r i t s  in  m a l i g n a n t  un­
c h r i s t i a n  and unsc r upu l ous  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  d i d  t hemse l ves  
and t h e i r  church  c r e d i t  by r e j e c t i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .
Major Penn might  ve ry  c o n s i s t e n t l y  supplemented  h i s  p r a y e r  
f o r  The News and a l l  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  wi t h  a p r a y e r  f o r  t he  r i d ­
dance o f  h i s  church from such p e s t i f e r o u s  e x c r e s c e n c e s . 31
Of a l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  in  t h e  f i r s t  two decades  o f  t h e  cen­
t u r y ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  dominated.  I t  was d e s t i n e d  t o  keep 
Texas in a d i v i s i v e  u p r o a r  u n t i l  t h e  s t a t e  r a t i f i e d  t h e  18th Amendment 
t o  t he  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Texas h i s t o r i a n  T. R. Fehrenbach 
r e l a t e s :
Democrats o f  each f a c t i o n  condemned each o t h e r .  . . . The brewery 
i n d u s t r y ,  which had become an i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  s t a t e ,  
r a i s e d  more than  $2 ,000 , 000  in  campaign f u n d s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  d r i n k i n g  
c a n d i d a t e s  no m a t t e r  what  t h e i r  o t h e r  p o l i t i c s .  C on v e r se ly ,  when a 
po l l  t a x  amendment went  t h rough  a f t e r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
r e q u i r i n g  a head t a x  in  o r d e r  t o  v o t e ,  t h i s  was h e r a l d e d  by t h e  p r o ­
h i b i t i o n i s t  r e f o r m er s  as a g r e a t  t r i umph f o r  m o r a l i t y .  I t  would 
hold  down t h e  Mexican,  b e e r - b i b b i n g  v o t e ;  p r o h i b i t i o n  was a n o t h e r  
Anglo-American u t t e r l y  i n c o mp r e h en s ib l e  t o  t h e  L a t i n  C a t h o l i c
m i n d .32
31 Sam II. Acheson,  35,000 Days in Texas :  a H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Da l l a s  
News and I t s  For ebea r s  (New York: The Macmil lan Company, 1938) ,  pp.  136-
38.
32T. R. Fehrenbach ,  Lone S t a r :  a H i s t o r y  o f  Texas and Texans 
(New York: The Macmil lan Company, 1968) ,  p.  636.
Thus ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  McKay, t h e  i s s u e  which o r i g i n a t e d  in 1886 was 
t o  come t o  a c l i max  in  1911,  r e s u l t i n g  in  "one o f  t h e  b i t t e r e s t  p o l i t i ­
cal  f i g h t s  in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  . . . In t h e  1911 campaign
The l e a d i n g  o r a t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  were a c t i v e  in  t h e  c o n t e s t ,  
speak i ng  t o  crowds o f  t hous ands  . . . .  Both groups  had t h e i r  
speeches  c a r r i e d  in f u l l  by t h e  l a r g e r  newspape r s ,  . . . " L e t t e r s  t o  
t h e  E d i t o r "  o f t e n  cover ed  e n t i r e  pages o f  t h e  p a pe r .  . . . During 
t he  l a s t  t e n  days o f  t h e  campaign t h e  l i s t  o f  announced s peak ing  
engagements  f o r  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  f r e q u e n t l y  covered  more than  an 
e n t i r e  newspaper  column.  In D a l l a s  a l on e  s i x t y  s peeches  a n i g h t  
were made d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  two weeks o f  t he  campaign.
The a n t i s  a rgued  " t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  would i n c r e a s e  t a x e s ,  would be harm­
fu l  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  and would be d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
government . "  The pros  r e sponded  wi t h  a s i m i l a r  a rgument ,  i n s i s t i n g  
" t h a t  t h e  open s a l o o n s  ' s e e k  t o  c o n t r o l  t he  p o l i t i c s  and government  o f
33t he  s t a t e ,  and a l l  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s c h o o l s . ' "
Lewis W. Newton and H e r be r t  P. G r a m b r e l l , in t h e i r  book A S oc i a l  
and P o l i t i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  T e x a s , t r a c e  t h e  development  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
t r e n d s  in Texas from s t a t e h o o d  t o  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  in  t he  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y .  They a rgue  t h a t  p r e - C i v i l  War p o l i t i c s  were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 
" v i g o r  and . . . e f f e c t i v e n e s s ; "  p o s t - C i v i l  War p o l i t i c s  were v i r t u a l l y  
non- e x i s t e n t  because  " t h e  mass o f  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  Texas . . . were e x ­
c luded  from t h e  f r a n c h i s e ; "  p o l i t i c s  f o l l o w i n g  t he  Republ i can  c a r p e t ­
bagger  regime were " e x p e c i a l l y  v i go r ous  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s when 
im p o r t an t  i s s u e s  were championed by l e a d e r s  a l mos t  as p i c t u r e s q u e  and 
c o l o r f u l  as  t h o s e  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c , "  and were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a p e r i o d  
o f  major  r e fo rm under  t he  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  James Stephen Hogg; p o l i t i c s  
between 1899 and 1907 " ceas ed  t o  hold  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  most  o f  t h e  c i t i ­
zens  o f  T ex as , "  r e s u l t i n g  in an e r a  o f  " p o l i t i c a l  peace"  under  t h e
^McKay, pp. 38-40.
92
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Governors  Sayers  and Lanham; p o l i t i c s  between 1907 and 
1911 b r ough t  " p o l i t i c a l  peace"  t o  an end and i n s t i t u t e d  an e r a  o f  more 
re form.  F i n a l l y ,  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  p romised a r e t u r n  t o  " p o l i t i c a l  
peace"  and a c e s s a t i o n  o f  u n n e c e s sa r y  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p romises  which were 
d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t o  k e e p . ^
Major  and minor  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s - - t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  which
t he  c a n d i d a t e s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c - - w e r e  d i s c u s s e d
in Chap t e r  3,  and w i l l  no t  be r e c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e .  However,  a summary o f
t h e s e  i s s u e s  w i l l  pe rhaps  add t o  t h e  t o t a l  f a b r i c  o f  t r e n d s  a f f e c t i n g
t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  Texans in t h e  e a r l y  1900 ' s .  The major  i s s u e s  which most
35concerned  t h e  v o t e r s  were p r o h i b i t i o n  and l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  " B a i l e y i sm,  
penal  r e f o r m,  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t ,  i n i t i a t i v e  and r e f e rendum,  l a b o r  r e l a ­
t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  R a n k i n - C o l q u i t t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  C o l q u i t t ' s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  b l a n k e t  p r i m a r i e s ,  runn ing  f o r  a s t a t e  o f ­
f i c e  wh i l e  ho l d i ng  a n o t h e r  one ,  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  Mexican b o r d e r ,  s t a b i l i ­
z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  marke t  and Governor  Campbe l l ' s  i n e p t n e s s  in o f f i c e .  
Minor i s s u e s  i n c l u de d  C o l q u i t t ' s  ach i evement s  w h i l e  a r a i l r o a d  commis­
s i o n e r ,  t a x a t i o n ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l o b b y i n g ,  l and  p o l i c y ,  g r a f t ,  l o c a l  s e l f -  
government ,  mental  i l l n e s s ,  n ep o t i s m ,  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  Texas A. and M. and 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  use  o f  pa rdon i ng  power ,  and t he  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  o f  a home f o r  wives  o f  Co n f e d e r a t e  v e t e r a n s .
34 Lewis W. Newton and H e r b e r t  P. G am b r e l ! , A S o c i a l  and P o l i t i ­
cal  H i s t o r y  o f  Texas ( D a l l a s ,  Texas :  Southwes t  P r e s s ,  1932) ,  pp.  375-93.
35 Lewis W. Newton and H e r b e r t  P. Ga mb r e l ! , Texas :  Yes t e rday  and 
Tomorrow ( D a l l a s ,  Texas :  T u r n e r  Company, 1949) ,  p.  280.  The a u t h o r s  
w r i t e :  "Thousands o f  common peop le  o f  Texas ,  when asked what  t hey
b e l i e v e d  abou t  a p u b l i c  q u e s t i o n  would answer ,  'What does B a i l e y  t h i n k  
o f  i t ? " '
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The p r e c ed i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  has a t t em p t e d  to  d e l i n e a t e  c e r t a i n  
a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  peop le  who composed Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  
1906,  1910,  and 1912 a u d i e n c e s - - a u d i e n c e s  r ang i ng  from 2 0 0 ^  t o  2 0 , 0 0 0 ^
p er s on s  who l i s t e n e d  t o  speeches  which were from one t o  two and o n e - h a l f
38hours  in l e n g t h .  C o l q u i t t  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  messages  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f
groups  wi t h  d i v e r s e  i n t e r e s t s .  Among o t h e r s  he spoke t o  f a r m e r s ,  b u s i -
39 40 41 42nessmen,  r a n c h e r s ,  Co n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r s ,  Germans,  me rc han t s ,
43b a n k e r s ,  c l e r k s ,  l a w y er s ,  and p o l i t i c i a n s .  He was u s u a l l y  f o l l owe d  by
44a corps  o f  newspaper  r e p o r t e r s .
Four e t h n i c  groups  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l a r g e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  com­
posed C o l q u i t t ' s  b a s i c  a u d i e n c e s .  F i r s t ,  were t h e  w h i t e  Americans who 
made t h e i r  homes p r i m a r i l y  in  Eas t  and West Texas .  These c i t i z e n s ,
45whose a n c e s t o r s  came main ly  from t h e  w es t e rn  group o f  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s ,
^ H o u s t o n  [Texas ]  Da i l y  P o s t , J u l y  14,  1910.
^ A u s t i n  [Texas ]  S t a t e s m a n , J u l y  6 ,  1911.
38 L e t t e r  from Rawl ins  M. C o l q u i t t  t o  Oscar  B. C o l q u i t t ,  May 2,  
1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
39
F o r t  Worth [Texas ]  S t a r - T e l e q r a m , Apr i l  18,  1912.
^ C o p y  o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  H a s k e l l ,  Texas ,  September  17,
1909,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in
Ar c h i v e s .
41 Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  B e l t o n ,  Texas ,  June  4,  1906,  Cam­
paign  o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
42 Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  New Ulm, Texas ,  Oc tober  9 ,  1909,
Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in
Archi  v e s .
^ T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  Da i l y  T r a n s c r i p t , J u l y  27,  1906.
^ Wi ch i t a  Weekly Times [ Wi ch i t a  F a l l s ,  T e x a s ] ,  March 18,  1910.
45Weston Joseph  McConnel l ,  S oc i a l  Cleavages  in Texas:  a Study o f
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"were f a r mer s  who were a t t r a c t e d  t o  Texas by t he  cheapness  and f e r t i l i t y  
46o f  t h e  s o i l . "  Second,  were t he  Negroes ,  c o n f i n e d  l a r g e l y  t o  Eas t  
Texas ,  whose l i t e r a c y  r a t e  was 38 .7  p e r  c e n t  in 1900 and 24 .6  pe r  c en t  
in  1910.  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  Negroes were t e n a n t  f a rmer s  whose d e s t i n y  
r e s t e d  l a r g e l y  wi t h  a group o f  w h i t e  l a n d l o r d s  who had l i t t l e  concern 
f o r  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  b l a c k  man. The t h i r d  g roup ,  t h e  Mexicans ,  were 
no t  much b e t t e r  o f f  t han  t h e  Negroes .  They,  t o o ,  were p l agued  by a high 
r a t e  o f  i l l i t e r a c y .  Most o f  them were u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r e r s  who were gen­
e r a l l y  s u p p r e s s e d  by w h i t e  Amer icans .  Both t h e  Negro and t h e  Mexican
47had l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e  on Texas p o l i t i c s .  The f o u r t h  g r oup ,  composed o f
t h o s e  Americans o f  f o r e i g n  e x t r a c t i o n ,  was l a r g e l y  dominated by people
o f  Germanic o r i g i n .  C h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  having  " love  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  f reedom
and f r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  . . . t h i s  g r o u p ' s  . . . h a b i t  and p r a c t i c e  o f
s o c i a l  d r i n k i n g  o f  wine and o t h e r  beve r ages  . . . was d e s t i n e d  t o  become
a f a c t o r  in Texas p o l i t i c s  in  t he  c o u n t i e s  in  which German-American
48p o p u l a t i o n  was p r e p o n d e r a n t . "
A g r i c u l t u r e  and m a nu f ac t u r i ng  formed t h e  co re  o f  t h e  Texas 
economy. In a d d i t i o n ,  d i s c o v e r y  o f  o i l  a t  S p i n d l e t o p  in 1901 was a 
major  boon t o  t h e  s t a t e .  The major  o c cu p a t i o n s  in t e rms  o f  p e r c e n t a g e  
o f  t h o s e  empolyed,  in o r d e r  o f  r a n k ,  were 1) f a rmi n g ,  l i v e s t o c k  r a i s i n g ,  
and f o r e s t r y ,  2) ma nu fa c t u r i n g  and mechanical  i n d u s t r i e s ,  3) t r a d e ,  4)
t h e  Proposed D iv i s i on  o f  t h e  S t a t e  (New York: Longmans,  Green,  and 
Company, 1925) ,  p. 143.
46 Newton and Gambre l ! , A S oc i a l  and P o l i t i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  Texas ,
p. 128.
47McConnel l ,  pp.  172-78.
48McKay, p. 20.
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domes t i c  and p e r s on a l  s e r v i c e s ,  5) t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  6) c l e r i c a l  w o r k e r s ,
. 49
and 7) p r o f e s s i o n s  which i n c lu d ed  t e a c h e r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  and l awyer s .
F u n da m e n t a l i s t  r e l i g i o n  p l ayed  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  in  t h e  l i v e s  
o f  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  Texans.  P r o t e s t a n t  d en o mi na t i on s ,  w i t h  t h e  
B a p t i s t s  and Church o f  C h r i s t  be ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g ,  e x e r c i s e d  con­
s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r o l  ove r  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  Such groups  were most
a c t i v e  in  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  These a r e a s ,
50f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t he  "Bi b l e  B e l t , "  e x h i b i t e d  a c o n s e r v a t i v e
51r e l i g i o u s  t emperament  which o f t e n  t h w ar t e d  many l i b e r a l  advances .
Texas p o l i t i c s  in  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  cou ld  be c l a s s i ­
f i e d  as m o d e r a t e l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  Al though t h e  Republ i can  P a r t y ,  P r o h i ­
b i t i o n  P a r t y ,  and t h e  S o c i a l i s t - L a b o r i t e  e x i s t e d ,  Texas was t hen  and i s
52now a t r a d i t i o n a l l y  Democrat i c  P a r t y  s t a t e .
Two s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  permeated t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  
t h e  peop le  were " B a i l e y i s m , "  which t e r m i n a t e d  about  1912,  and p r o h i b i ­
t i o n ,  which was r e s o l v e d  by t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  18th Amendment in  
1918. Othe r  ma jo r  i s s u e s  i n f l u e n c i n g  v o t e r  a t t i t u d e s  were penal  r e f o r m ,  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  ma rk e t ,  and t he  Mexican 
boundary problems .
49 /Hol l and  Thompson, e d . , The Book o f  Texas ( D a l l a s ,  Texas :  The
G r o l i e r  S o c i e t y ,  1929) ,  p. 66.
50W. Eugene Hoi I on ,  The Southwes t :  Old and New (New York:
A l f r e d  A. Knopf,  1961) ,  p. 388.
51 Wich i t a  F a l l s  [Texas ]  T i mes , May 6 ,  1978. The impact  o f  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e l i g i o u s  groups  i s  s t i l l  f e l t  in t h e  s t a t e .  On May 5,  
1978,  t h e  s t a t e  as  a whole d e f e a t e d  pa ra  mutuel  b e t t i n g  by a v o t e  o f  
476,320 t o  368 ,867.  Fu r the r mor e ,  some c o u n t i e s  t oday  a r e  t o t a l l y  dry  
and o t h e r s  r e f u s e  t o  a l l ow t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r  by t h e  d r i n k .
52
The Texas Almanac and S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Guide,  1968-69 ( D a l l a s ,  
Texas :  A. H. Bel os C o r p o r a t i o n ,  1967) ,  p.  591.
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The p r e ced i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  has been an e f f o r t  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  one of
t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  a u d i en c es  t o  whom C o l q u i t t  d e l i v e r e d
h i s  campaign speeches .  The f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  be an a t t e m p t  t o
d e s c r i b e  t h e  o c c a s i o n s  f o r  t h e  speeches  which C o l q u i t t  d e l i v e r e d .
As C o l q u i t t  s tumped t he  s t a t e  in  1906,  1910,  and 1912,  he had
in mind one major  o b j e c t i v e .  Thi s  o b j e c t i v e  i s  s u c c i n t l y  e x p r e s s e d  by
Stephen C. Shadegg in h i s  book How t o  Win an E l e c t i o n  who w r i t e s  t h a t
"The purpose  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  campaign can be summed up i n  one s e n t e n c e - -
t o  a dd r e s s  a p e r s u a s i v e  r e q u e s t  t o  e ve r y  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  t o  s u p p o r t
53yo ur  c a n d i d a t e  a t  t he  p o l l s . "  G a t he r in g  v o t e s ,  t h e n ,  was C o l q u i t t ' s
major  conce rn .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  however ,  he wanted t o  p r e s e n t  h i s
p o l i t i c a l  views and programs t o  t h e  masses  and t o  d i s c r e d i t  t he  programs
and views o f  h i s  opponent s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  in  1912,  C o l q u i t t  was f a ced
wi th  t he  t a s k  o f  de fend ing  h i s  f i r s t  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
In an a t t e m p t  t o  accompl i sh  h i s  o b j e c t i v e  C o l q u i t t  t r a v e l e d
e x t e n s i v e l y ,  t a k i n g  h i s  message t o  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  One o f
the  f i r s t  Texas gove rnor s  t o  use  an a u t omo bi l e  e x t e n s i v e l y  f o r  campaign-  
54i n g ,  h i s  i t i n e r a r y  c a r r i e d  him from Texarkana  in Eas t  Texas t o
Amar i l l o  in West Texas ,  from Wich i t a  F a l l s  i n  North Cen t r a l  Texas t o
Corpus C h r i s t i  in South Texas ,  and t o  numerous towns and communi t ies
55between t h e s e  d i s t a n t  p o i n t s .
Fred G a n t t ,  J r .  d e s i g n a t e s  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  p o l i t i c a l  
campaigning as t he  age o f  t h e  p l a t f o r m  s p e e ch ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t
53
Stephen C. Shadegg,  How To Win An E l e c t i o n :  The A r t  o f  P o l i t ­
i c a l  V ic t o r y  (New York: T a p l i n g e r  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1963) ,  p.  126.
^ D a l l a s  [Texas ]  Morning News, March 11 , 1904.
55 See Appendixes A, B, and C.
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t h e  s t ump- s peak i ng  t o u r ,  in  which t he  c a n d i d a t e s  mounted t he  hus ­
t i n g s  f o r  f a c e - t o - f a c e  mee t ings  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e ,  was t h e  most  
s i g n i f i c a n t  method o f  campaigning in Texas .  I t  produced t h e  s t a t e ' s  
most  famous o r a t o r s  in such f i g u r e s  as 0. B. C o l q u i t t ,  James E. 
Fe rguson,  Pa t  Ne f f ,  and Dan Moody, each o f  whom t r a v e l l e d  t o  speak 
in d i s t a n t  p a r t s  o f  t he  s t a t e  from b u n t - c o v e r e d  p l a t f o r m s ,  from beds 
o f  wagons,  from c o u r t h o u s e  s t e p s ,  o r  a t  s t r e e t  c o r n e r s . 5 6
In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m a k e s h i f t  podiums d e s c r i b e d  by G a n t t ,  a
v a r i e t y  o f  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g s  became C o l q u i t t ' s  " s t umps . "  In t h e  1906
campaign he spoke a t  T e r r e l l  on a s t a g e  c o n s t r u c t e d  " in  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a
57b e a u t i f u l  grove  o f  oaks"  and,  a t  F a r m e r s v i l l e  on a s t a n d  in t he  p u b l i c
s quar e  were " peop l e  s a t  on c h a i r s  in t h e  s t r e e t ,  on t h e  c u r b s t o n e s ,  and
58crowded t he  s i d e w a l k s . "  V i s i t i n g  D a l h a r t  in 1909,  h i s  podium was t he
main e x h i b i t  h a l l  and dance p a v i l l i o n  a t  t he  Tr ans -Canad i an  F a i r .  In
1910,  C o l q u i t t  spoke a t  a s k a t i n g  r i n k  in B a l l i n g e r ,  a p a v i l l i o n  in
59B e e v i l l e ,  and a farm wagon on t h e  main s t r e e t  in  DeKalb.  In 1912,  he
d e l i v e r e d  h i s  open ing  a d d r e s s  a t  Sherman from a p l a t f o r m  b u i l t  on t he
60s t e p s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  h igh s c h o o l .  L a t e r  in  t h a t  campaign he spoke in
Teague in  t he  Chautaugua Park where "many hundreds  o f  peop le  [were ]
f o r c e d  t o  remain s t a n d i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  t ime t he  speech  was
61being d e l i v e r e d . "
56 Fred G a n t t ,  J r . ,  The C h i e f  Exe cu t i ve  in  Texas :  a Study o f  
G u be r n a t o r i a l  L e a d e r s h i p  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas P r e s s ,  
1964) ,  p.  283.
^ T e r r e l l  Da i ly  T r a n s c r i p t , J u l y  27,  1906.
58 D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  22,  1906,  September  24,  1909,  May 3,  
1910,  and May 12,  1910.
59
Houston Dai ly  P o s t , J u l y  14,  1910.
^ F o r t  Worth S t a r - T e l e g r a m , Apr i l  28 ,  1912.
^ H o u s t o n  Da i l y  P o s t , May 19,  1912.
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In o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  C o l q u i t t  spoke a t  what  t h e  newspaper  d e s i g -
62n a t ed  " p o l i t i c a l  p i c n i c s . "  C o l q u i t t  d i s l i k e d  t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s  and
t r i e d  " to  make i t  a r u l e  t o  . . . speak on o c c a s i o n s  o t h e r  t han  a 
63p i c n i c "  because  "on such o c c a s i o n s  [he  had]  t o  make an a d d re s s  in  t he  
open a i r  t o  an aud i ence  t h a t  [was]  c o n t i n u a l l y  moving abou t  and one t h a t
CA
[was]  c r e a t i n g  c on fu s io n  and hub-bub . "  In s p i t e  o f  h i s  own d e s i r e s
C o l q u i t t  f r e q u e n t l y  compl ied w i t h  t h e  wi s hes  o f  h i s  a ud i e nc e s  because
65o f  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t he  p i c n i c .
The most  f r e q u e n t l y  used and most  f r e q u e n t l y  p r e f e r r e d  p l a t f o r m ,
however ,  was a t r a d i t i o n a l  s p e a k e r ' s  podium l o c a t e d  i n  a c o u r t h o u s e ,  a
66t h e a t r e ,  o r  an opera  house .  On t h e s e  o c ca s i o n s  C o l q u i t t  o f t e n  spoke 
t o  c a p a c i t y  crowds,  many o f  whom cou l d  n o t  g a i n  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  main 
h a l l . 67
Inc l ement  w e a t h e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r a i n  and h e a t ,  somet imes a f ­
f e c t e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  speak i ng  o c c a s i o n s .  In K e r r v i l l e t h e  c a n d i d a t e  a r r i v e d  
" a t  t he  h e i g h t  o f  an e l e c t r i c - s t o r m  bu t  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e  heavy r a i n  t h e r e
62 Da l l a s  Morning News, June 20,  1906.  See a l s o  t y p e w r i t t e n  
speak i ng  s c h e d u l e ,  Campaign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
63 L e t t e r  from Rawlins M. C o l q u i t t  t o  Gr os s ,  May 14,  1910,  
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t i n  A r c h i v e s .
64
L e t t e r  from Rawlins M. C o l q u i t t  t o  D a n i e l s ,  May 7,  1910,  
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t i n  A rc h iv e s .
65 B u l l e t i n ,  C o l q u i t t  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  May 31 ,  1912,  Campaign o f  
1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t i n  A r c h i ve s .
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  20 and 21 ,  1912,  Houston Da i ly  P o s t , 
J u l y  13,  1910,  and numerous o t h e r  newspapers  in 1906,  1910,  and 1912.
Houston Da i l y  P o s t , J u l y  25,  1906,  J u l y  19,  1910,  June  7,  
1912,  Da l l a s  Morning News, May 3,  1910,  Au s t i n  S t a t e s m a n , June  4,  1910,  
and numerous o t h e r  newspapers  in  1906,  1910,  and 1912.
99
was a band and a commit tee  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c i t i z e n s  w a i t i n g  f o r  him a t
68t h e  d e p o t . "  In Whar ton,  "Though handicapped  by heavy r a i n s ,  from a l l
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a l a r g e  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  aud i ence  met 0.  B.
69C o l q u i t t . "  The i n t e n s e  Texas h e a t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  prominent  in June
and J u l y ,  was braved  by Texas c i t i z e n s  on numerous o c c a s i o n s .  An a u d i ­
ence  i n  Cleburne  gave him un d i v i de d  a t t e n t i o n  in s p i t e  o f  " t h e  e x c e s ­
s i v e l y  ho t  n i g h t  [ w i t h ]  p e r s p i r a t i o n  f l owing  f r e e l y  through  t he  a u d i ­
ence  . . . . " ' 70 On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  wh i l e
P e r s p i r i n g  a t  e v e r y  p o r e ,  and wi th  h i s  c o l l a r  a w i l t e d  mass about  
h i s  neck ,  Mr. C o l q u i t t  was rushed  t o  t h e  h a l l  where he was t o  s pea k ,  
was i n t r o d u c e d  in  b r i e f  t e r m s ,  and mopping h i s  brow wi t h  a handke r ­
c h i e f  began h i s  a d d r e s s  t o  a crowd which t a xed  t he  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  
p l a c e .
P r i o r  t o  t h e  v i s i t  o f  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e ,  t h e  l o c a l  C o l q u i t t  c lub
h i g h l y  p u b l i c i z e d  h i s  a pp e a r a nc e .  In Brady,  f o r  example,  C o l q u i t t ' s
s pea k i ng  had been wel l  a d v e r t i s e d  ove r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  and many came 
from a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c ou n t r y  t o  h e a r  t h i s  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  Governor  
o f  Texas .  The town o f  Menard,  f o r t y  mi l e s  [ away] ,  was wel l  r e p ­
r e s e n t e d ,  a crowd coming from t h e r e  b e a r i n g  banner s  on t h e i r  v e h i ­
c l e s  announcing  t h a t  Menard [was]  f o r  C o l q u i t t  and a l l  wear ing  
C o l qu i t t - Me n ar d  badges .  Mason County was a l s o  wel l  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  
and a good number from Concho County were [ t h e r e ] . 71
O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  such t e c h n i q u e s  as "Rumors t h a t  Mr. C o l q u i t t  was going t o
make s e v e r a l  p e r t i n e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  occupan t  o f  t he  gove r -
72n o r ' s  s e a t  . . . s e r v e d  t o  whet  t h e  a p p e t i t e  o f  t h e  l i s t e n e r s  . . . . "
^ H o u s t o n  Da i l y  P o s t , May 21,  1910.
fTQ
San Antonio  [Texas ]  E x p r e s s , June 24,  1910.
^ C l e b u r n e  [ T exas ]  Da i l y  E n t e r p r i s e , J u l y  1,  1910.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  22,  1906,  and May 6 ,  1910.
72 U n id e n t i f i e d  and undated newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  C o lq u i t t  Scrap­
book, Campaign o f  1906, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin
Arch ives .
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A s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n s  f o r  C o l q u i t t ' s  a d d r e s s e s
were t h e  p r e - s p e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  Rober t  Gray Gunderson,  in a s s e s s i n g
t he  impact  o f  such a c t i v i t i e s ,  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t
In 1840,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  abandoned 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Olympia o f  s e c l u s i o n  f o r  t he  f e r v i d  c l amor  o f  t he  
a r e n a .  Songs ,  s l o g a n s ,  and p a ge a n t r y  were used t o  a r o u s e  t h e  mul­
t i t u d e ,  and g r e a t  c onven t i ons  were s t a g e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  e n t hu s i a s m .
Gunderson conc ludes  t h a t  t h e s e  Whig "campaign s t r a t e g i s t s  . . . c o n t r i b ­
u t ed  much t o  t he  development  o f  American p o l i t i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s . "
V a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t a c t i c s  o f  t he  Whig P a r t y  were e v i d e n t  in  t he  
campaigns o f  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  Texas p o l i t i c i a n s .  Al though 
C o l q u i t t  and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  d i d  n o t  go t o  t h e  ex t remes  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r ­
i z ed  t h e  campaign o f  1840,  t h e r e  were a c t i v i t i e s  p r ec ed in g  C o l q u i t t ' s  
speeches  which g e n e r a t e d ,  as  d i d  t h e  Whig c o n v e n t i o n s ,  " the  t e n s e
e xc i t e m e n t  o f  a c a r n i v a l ,  t h e  drama o f  a t e n t  show, t he  c o n v i v i a l i t y  o f
73a t a v e r n ,  and t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  f a n a t i c i s m  o f  a r e v i v a l . "
One o f  t h e  most  e l a b o r a t e  p r e - s p ee c h  c e l e b r a t i o n s  was accorded  
C o l q u i t t  i n  h i s  home town o f  T e r r e l l  on J u l y  26,  1912.  The Aus t in  
[ Texas ]  S t a tesman and t he  Da l l a s  [Texas ]  Morning News d e s c r i b e d  t he  
e v e n t :
when Governor  C o l q u i t t  e n t e r e d  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  h i s  o l d  county  o f  
Kaufman . . . pandemonium broke l o o s e .  He was accompanied h e r e  by 
l a r g e  d e l e g a t i o n s  from Grand S a l i n e  and Wi l l s  P o i n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  
band from t h e  fo r mer  p l a c e .  On r e ac h i n g  t he  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  T e r r e l l ,  
t h e  G ov e rn or ' s  c a r s  were a s s a i l e d  by screaming s team w h i s t l e s ,  t he  
c l a n g o r  o f  b e l l s  and t h e  y e l l s  o f  a t  l e a s t  12,000 s h o u t i n g  e n t h u ­
s i a s t s .  I t  was wi th  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  he made h i s  way th r ough  t he  
dense  crowd a t  t h e  depo t  t o  t he  c a r r i a g e  in w a i t i n g .  Led by t h e  
b o o s t e r  band,  t he  pa rade  formed and marched up town.  In t h e  pa rade  
were c a r r i a g e s  b e a r i n g  t w e n t y - f i v e  Co nf e de r a t e  V e t e r a n s ,  200 f a rmers
73 Rober t  Gray Gunderson,  "A P o l i t i c a l  and H i s t o r i c a l  Study o f  
t h e  1840 P r e s i d e n t i a l  Campaign" ( u np u b l i sh e d  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wiscons in ,  1948) ,  p. v. and pp.  178-79.
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on w h i t e  h o r s e s  b e a r i n g  t o r c h e s ,  Grand S a l i n e  Band and Free S t a t e  
c o n t i n g e n t ,  f i f t y  f a n n e r s  r i d i n g  t h e i r  c u l t i v a t o r s  and o t h e r  f a rming  
implement s ,  a u t omo bi l e s  g a l o r e  and t housands  o f  c i t i z e n s  a f o o t .
The l i n e  o f  march l e d  up main s t r e e t  t o  t he  home o f  Mr. and Mrs.
A. R. Andrews,  where t h e  Governor  s topped  f o r  a s h o r t  t ime and p a r ­
took o f  l uncheon .
Af t e r wa r d  t h e  pa rade  aga i n  formed and marched t o  t he  Ta be r n a c l e  
on V i r g i n i a  S t r e e t . 74
Pr ec ed i ng  t h e  sp ee ch ,
t h e  Governor  was p r e s e n t e d  by J a n i e  Bel l  G r i f f i t h  wi t h  a b e a u t i f u l  
bouquet  o f  f l o w e r s .  Miss G r i f f i t h ,  w i t h  g r a c e f u l  composure,  r e ­
c i t e d  a c a t c hy  p o l i t i c a l  rhyme in g i v i n g  t he  Governor  t h e  f l o w e r s .  
One c o u p l e t  ran t h i s  way:
"We've hear d  many t h i n g s  which we knew were no t  t r u e ,
But as Ramsey had no p l a t f o r m  he had t o  t a l k  about  y ou . "
During t h e  e ven i ng  f l a g s  waved and men and women shou ted  and 
app lauded  in  an a lmo s t  unc ea s i ng  t o r r e n t  o f  e n e r g e t i c  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  
The warmth o f  t h e  welcome bestowed on Governor  C o l q u i t t  i n  h i s  home 
town t o n i g h t  would a lmos t  seem o f  i t s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t  compensa t ion 
f o r  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  t h i s  campaign.
From a l l  o v e r  t h i s  county  and from a d j o i n i n g  c o u n t i e s ,  p a r t i c ­
u l a r l y  Van Zand t ,  where he spoke in t he  morning and a f t e r n o o n ,  
l a r g e  d e l e g a t i o n s  poured i n t o  T e r r e l l  t o n i g h t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  
l o y a l t y  t o  t h e i r  Ch i e f  Execu t i ve  and e x p re s s  t h e i r  s u r e t y  in t he  
s u cc e s s  o f  h i s  campaign.  The very  s t r e e t s  and s idewa l ks  o f  t he  c i t y  
t o n i g h t  cou ld  s c a r c e l y  c o n t a i n  t he  crowds t h a t  surged  t h rough  them. 
Local c i t i z e n s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  from 12,000 t o  15,000 o u t s i d e  peop le  
came in f o r  t h e  Go v er n or ' s  r e c e p t i o n . 75
Even though t h e  o c ca s i on  was s p e c t a c u l a r ,  i t  was no t  a t y p i c a l .
Many such d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were s t a g e d  d ur i ng  h i s  t h r e e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  
76campaigns .
Of c o u r s e ,  o t h e r  r e c e p t i o n s  were p i t c h e d  in a lower  key.
C o l q u i t t ' s  opening  speech in  Wich i t a  F a l l s  was an example.  The Wich i t a
7a
Au s t in  S t a t e s m a n , J u l y  27,  1912.  In 1910 C o l q u i t t  was 
g r e e t e d  by " f o r t y  young women c a r r y i n g  t o r c h e s . "  See Da l l a s  Morning 
News, J u l y  23,  1910.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  27,  1912.
~JC
T e r r e l l  Da i l y  T r a n s c r i p t , J u l y  27,  1906,  Kaufman [Texas ]  
Da i ly  P o s t , J u l y  22,  1906,  Wich i t a  Da i ly  Times [Wi ch i t a  F a l l s ,  Texas ] .  
Apr i l  28,  1912,  u n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  June 15,  1910,  
Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
A r c h i v e s ,  and numerous o t h e r  newspapers  in 1906,  1910,  and 1912.
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Weekly Times wr o t e :
Yes t e rday  was C o l q u i t t  day in  Wich i t a  F a l l s .  Some hundreds  o f  
t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  f r i e n d s  from o v e r  North Texas ,  many o f  them from 
d i s t a n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  were in  t h e  c i t y  t o  h e a r  him d e l i v e r  h i s  
opening a d d re s s  and c h e e r  him on.  The bad w e a t h e r  made t he  a t t e n ­
dance p roba b l y  s m a l l e r  than  i t  o t h e r w i s e  would have been ,  bu t  even 
in  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  d i s a g r e e a b l e  f e a t u r e ,  hundreds  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  
f r i e n d s  were h e r e .
The program f o r  t h e  morning has c o n s i s t e d  o f  an in fo r mal  r e c e p ­
t i o n  a t  t h e  E l k ' s  Club Room, where t h e  c i t i z e n s  t ook  advan t age  o f  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  meet  him. I t  had been p l anned  t o  t a k e  him f o r  an 
au tomobi l e  r i d e  o ve r  t h e  c i t y ,  bu t  on a c c ou n t  o f  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  t h i s  
was abandoned.  A b r a s s  band d i s p e r s e d  music  on t h e  s t r e e t s  d ur i ng  
the  morning.  . . .
Throughout  h i s  v i s i t  in t h i s  c i t y  Mr. C o l q u i t t  has met hundreds  
o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  and has r e c e i v e d  warm a s s u r a n c e  o f  s u p p o r t  in  t h e  
campaign.
At t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  y e s t e r d a y ,  Mr. C o l q u i t t  was 
then  t aken  ou t  t o  Lake W i ch i t a ,  w i t h  o t h e r  v i s i t o r s ,  and g iven  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s ee  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  a t  t h a t  r e s o r t .  At n i g h t  he and 
t h e  v i s i t i n g  newspaper  men were g u e s t s  a t  a box p a r t y  a t  "The Th i rd  
Degree , "  a t  t h e  Wich i t a  T h e a t r e .  Thi s  was f o l l o w e d  by a r e c e p t i o n  
a t  t he  E l k s '  Club,  where m a t t e r s  o f  a s o c i a l  n a t u r e  were e n j o y e d . 77
Music was a n o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p r e - s p e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  which 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  a tmosphere  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n s .  I n s t r u m e n t a l  mus i c ,  f o r  
example,  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  u t i l i z e d .  In t he  1910 campaign C o l q u i t t  was 
s e r enaded  on one oc ca s i o n  wi t h  such s e l e c t i o n s  as  " D i x i e , "  "How Dry I
70
Am," and "Oh, Mr. J ohnson ,  Turn Me Loose . "  In t h e  1906 campaign t h e  
l y r i c s  o f  a song e n t i t l e d  "A Camapign Symphony" were f r e q u e n t l y  v o c a l ­
i zed  d u r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s .  Thi s  song p r o c l a ime d :
Since  t h e  y e a r  1892,
When Jim Hogg l ed  t h e  f i g h t ,
N e ' e r  a man l i k e  C o l q u i t t  
Has s tood  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t .
Now, when you t r a v e l  e a s t ,
Tom Campbell  i s  t h e  c r y ;
Some o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  men b e l i e v e ,
H e ' l l  win and n o t  h a l f  t r y .
^ Wichi t a  Weekly Ti mes , March 18,  1910.
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D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  19,  1910.
And when you r i d e  t h e  w e s t e rn  p l a i n ,
Some few y o u ' l l  f i n d  f o r  B e l l ;
And when t h e  f i g h t  i s  o v e r ,
H e ' l l  come ou t  f a i r l y  w e l l .
When i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  you go,
Some have i t  i n  t h e i r  books ,
Tha t  our  n e x t  g ove r no r  w i l l  be 
A gent l emen named Brooks.
Now C a m p b e l l ' s ,  B r o o k s ' ,  and B e l l ' s  s u p p o r t  
Are in d i s t r i c t s  h e r e  and t h e r e ;
But a t  t h e  Dr e s e n t  t ime  in Texas ,
C o l q u i t t ' s  name i s  everywhere .
For  C o l q u i t t  knows no n o r t h ,  no s o u t h ;
He knows no e a s t  o r  we s t ;
But h e ' s  f o r  Texas ,  everywhere ;
For what  i s  r i g h t  and b e s t .
Now, a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h i s  campaign,
Campbell  some v o te s  w i l l  l a c k ;
And he w i l l  t r a v e l  s a d l y  home 
With s o r e  bumps upon h i s  back.
And when C o l q u i t t  i s  e l e c t e d ,
Y o u ' l l  h e a r  a sound from B e l l ,
But i n s t e a d  o f  a merry t i n k l e ,
' Tw i l l  be a f u n e r a l  k n e l l .
And now t h e  Brook i s  r i p p l i n g ,
O ' e r  p ebb l es  and o ' e r  s and ,
But a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,
I t  w i l l  mere ly  be a s t r a n d .
For when t h e  f i g h t  i s  o v e r ;
The campaign a t  an end;
C o l q u i t t  w i l l  be ou r  gove r no r ;
Hurrah f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  f r i e n d .
In t h e  campaigns o f  1906 and 1910 t h e  burdened t a x p a y e r s  o f  Texas p e r
haps found s o l a c e  in  a song e n t i t l e d  "The C o l q u i t t  Way," a s t a n z a  o f
which d e c l a r e d :
The q u e s t i o n  o f  t a x a t i o n  i s  a g r e a t  v e x a t i o n ;
I t  was always s o ,  t h e y  s a y ,
But t h e  C o l q u i t t  p l an  w i l l  be f a i r  t o  e ve r y  man,
And w i l l  s u r e l y  pay t h e  way.
To be more e x p l i c i t ,  ' t w i l l  wipe ou t  t h e  d e f i c i t ,
And make t h e  c r e d i t o r  gay;
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For h e ' l l  g e t  h i s  pay on t h e  ve ry  same d ay - -  
They adop t  t h e  C o l q u i t t  w a y . ' 9
In s p i t e  o f  t he  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  l y r i c s  t h e  a ud i e nc e s  seemi ng l y  en joyed
80t h e  songs .  They were " r e c e i v e d  wi t h  l oud  a p p l a u s e . "
In a d d i t i o n  t o  mus i c ,  banner s  and s i g n s  added t o  t h e  t o t a l  
e f f e c t  o f  t h e  speak i ng  s i t u a t i o n s .  For  C o l q u i t t ' s  c l o s i n g  speech a t  
T e r r e l l ,  "Across  Moore Avenue a t  i n t e r v a l s  were l a r g e  s t r e a m e r s  wi th  
d i f f e r e n t  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  such as  ' C o l q u i t t ,  t h e  Farmers '  F r i e n d , '
81'Kaufman County f o r  C o l q u i t t , '  [ and ]  ' C o l q u i t t ,  ou r  Next  G o v e r n o r . ' "
In F o r t  Worth above t he  s p e a k e r ' s  s t a n d  was a s t r e a m e r  which p r oc l a i med :
" C o l q u i t t - - t h e  Jackson o f  Texas Democracy.  He n ev e r  s o l d  t h e  t r u t h  t o
82s e r v e  p e o p l e . "
O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t he  speak i ng  a tmosphere  was i n t e n s i f i e d  by d i s ­
r u p t i o n s  in  t h e  au d i en ce .  At Sherman when a Reverend Bink ley  accused
C o l q u i t t  o f  "having f a l l e n  from g r a c e ,  ho t  words f o l l owe d  and t h e  band
83had t o  p l ay  ' D i x i e '  t o  q u i e t  t h e  mob o f  some 15,000 p e r s o n s . "  In 
P a r i s  a Co n f e de r a t e  v e t e r a n  began runn i ng  up and down t h e  p l a t f o r m ,  wav­
ing h i s  c o a t  w i l d l y  in t h e  a i r .  He then  commenced "what  would have been 
a s k i r t  dance had i t  been o f  t he  f emi n i ne  v a r i e t y  . . . . "  At a n o t h e r  
t ime a Ramsey s u p p o r t e r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t r i e d  t o  b reak  up t h e  r a l l y  . A
^ T e r r e l l  Da i ly  T r a n s c r i p t , J u l y  18,  1906,  J u l y  27 ,  1906,  and 
u n i d e n t i f i e d  and undated  newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  C o l q u i t t  Sc rapbook ,  Cam­
paign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar c h i v e s .
80 U n i d e n t i f i e d  and unda ted  newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  C o l q u i t t  Sc rap­
book,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
A rc h i ve s .
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T e r r e l l  Da i l y  T r a n s c r i p t , J u l y  27,  1906.
Op
Fo r t  Worth S t a r - T e l e q r a m , J u l y  25,  1912.
^ F o r t  Worth [Texas] Record , J u ly  12, 1910.
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d e m o n s t r a t i o n  ensued as  a t t e m p t s  were made t o  e j e c t  t he  man from the
h a l l .  F i n a l l y ,  wi t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t he  p o l i c e ,  t he  c on fu s io n  was q u i e t e d
84and C o l q u i t t  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  speech .
Two i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e s  g e n e r a t e d  by t he  speech o cca s i o n s  were 
t h e  p l a t f o r m  commi t t ees  and t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  o f  t he  s p e a k e r .  These ,  
though v a ry i n g  in  e l a b o r a t e n e s s ,  were c o n s t a n t  e l emen t s  in a l l  t he
r e c e p t i o n s  s t a g e d  f o r  C o l q u i t t .
The p l a t f o r m  commit tee  was u s u a l l y  composed o f  some o f  t he  most
promi nen t  c i t i z e n s  o f  t he  community and d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s  from ou t  o f
85town.  The a ssembl ages  o f t e n  i n c l u d e d  v e n e r a b l e  Co n f ede r a t e  v e t e r a n s ,
bus i nes smen ,  f a r m e r s ,  and p o l i t i c i a n s .  The Fo r t  Worth [Texas ]  S t a r -
Teleqram i n d i c a t e s  t h a t
Prominen t  a t  t h e  open ing  o f  t he  campaign and occupying s e a t s  on 
t h e  p l a t f o r m  was a l a r g e  Kaufman County d e l e g a t i o n  wear ing  county 
badges .
F o r t  Wor th ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  made t he  t r i p  by I n t e r u r b a n ,  a r r i v i n g  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  noon.  T h i s ,  as t he  d e l e g a t i o n  from D a l l a s ,  i nc lu de d  
many promi nen t  b u s i n e s s  men.
In a d d i t i o n ,  "On t he  p l a t f o r m  a l s o  were one hundred members o f  t he
Sherman C o l q u i t t  r e c e p t i o n  commi t t ee ,  headed by Eugene Cher ry .  There
were a l s o  two M e t ho d i s t  m i n i s t e r s ,  Col .  R. E. Smi th,  who i n t r o d u c e d
[ C o l q u i t t ]  and a number o f  Sherman l a d i e s . "
C o l q u i t t ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  were o f t e n  made by one ,  and somet imes
86t h r e e ,  c i t i z e n s  o f  t he  community.  On some o c c a s i o n s  s t a t e  l e a d e r s
84
D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  14,  1912,  and J u l y  21,  1912.
85 B r o a d s i d e ,  Campaign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  A us t i n  A rc h iv e s .
^ F o r t  Worth S ta r -T e le q ra m , Apri l  28, 1912, and u n i d e n t i f i e d
newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  June 12, 1910, C o l q u i t t  Scrapbook, Campaign of
1910, C o l q u i t t  P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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87were used t o  h e lp  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  e t h o s .  The i n t r o d u c t i o n s
oo
ranged from l e s s  t han  t en  minutes  t o  a lmos t  a f u l l  hour  in l e n g t h .
A t y p i c a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  was t he
m a s t e r f u l  a dd re s s  in b e h a l f  o f  [ C o l q u i t t ' s ]  c and i dacy  by Hon. W. J .  
Crawford.  . . .
Mr. Crawford s a i d ,  in p a r t :  "0 .  B. C o l q u i t t  has  done more f o r
t he  development  o f  our  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  than any man who has e v e r  
h e l d  S t a t e  o f f i c e .  He i n t e r e s t e d  h i m s e l f  s u c c e s s f u l l y  in t h e  move­
ment  t o  reduce  t h e  r a t e  on rough r i c e .  I t  was he who i n s t i t u t e d  t he  
f i g h t ,  b e f o r e  he became r a i l r o a d  commiss ioner ,  which r e s u l t e d  in  the  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  t he  r a t e s  on c rude  o i l ,  a m a t t e r  which v i t a l l y  a f f e c t e d  
ou r  p r o s p e r i t y  and i n c i d e n t a l l y  t h a t  o f  t he  e n t i r e  S t a t e ,  making i t  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  o i l  t o  be used as a f ue l  in our  f a c t o r i e s .  . . .
C o l q u i t t  i s  t he  c a n d i d a t e  o f  no c l a s s ,  c l i q u e  o r  c l a n ;  he i s  t he  
c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  peop le .  And i f  he i s  e l e c t e d  go ve rn o r  he w i l l ,  
l i k e  Hogg, be gove rnor .  And he w i l l  s t a n d  f o r  s o me t h i ng ,  and do
s o m e t h i n g . 89
Ot he r  f a c t o r s  which i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  a tmosphere  in which C o l q u i t t  
spoke i n c l u d e d  f a c t o r y  w h i s t l e s ,  rowdy c h e e r s  such as "Hurrah f o r  
C o l q u i t t , "  and a s even t een  gun s a l u t e  from a C on fe de r a t e  cannon.  Of ten 
f l o w e r s ,  somet imes as  many as seven v a s e s ,  were p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  l a d i e s
* +u •+ 90o f  t h e  community.
Thi s  c h a p t e r  has been an a t t e m p t  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  a u d i e n c e s  and 
o cca s i o n s  f o r  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  o r a t o r y  in b e h a l f  o f  h i s  t h r e e  cam­
pa igns  f o r  gove rnor  o f  Texas .  The aim o f  t h e  n ex t  c h a p t e r  w i l l  be an 
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t he  man who spoke in t h o s e  t h r e e  campaigns .
^ H o u s t o n  Da i ly  P o s t , J u l y  21,  1910.
O O
Da l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  22,  1906,  and J u l y  14,  1912.
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Houston Dai ly  P o s t , J u l y  26,  1906.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  13,  1910,  J u l y  14,  1912,  and 
J u l y  21,  1912.
Chapter  5
COLQUITT, THE SPEAKER
In d i s c u s s i n g  " th e  a v a i l a b l e  means o f  p e r s u a s i o n  w i t h i n  t he  
s p e a k e r , [ i t a l i c s  in t h e  o r i g i n a l ] "  Brembeck and Howell s t a t e "
We can t a l k  more meaningfu l  abou t  t h e  power o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  
t o  pe r suade  i f  we i n t r o d u c e  a g e n e r a l l y  a cc ep t ed  t e r m,  perhaps  
s t r a n g e  t o  some r e a d e r s ,  e t h o s  [ i t a l i c s  in t he  o r i g i n a l ] .  Thi s  
word may be b r o a d l y  t r a n s l a t e d  as " c h a r a c t e r . "  In t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  
p e r s u a s i v e  speech i t  i n c l u d e s  two e l e me n t s :  (1) The r e p u t a t i o n  or
p r e s t i g e  en joyed  by t he  s p e a k e r  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a u d i ­
ence and s u b j e c t  a t t h e m o m e n t  he beg ins  t o  s peak ,  and (2) t he  
i n c r e a s i n g  or  d i m i n i s h i n g  o f  t h a t  p r e s t i g e  as a r e s u l t  o f  what  he 
says  and does in t h e  s p e e c h J
A r i s t o t l e  r e co g n i ze d  t h e  v a l ue  o f  e t h o s  when he a dv i s ed  t h a t  i t  i s  po s ­
s i b l e  t h a t  a s p e a k e r ' s  " c h a r a c t e r  [ e t h o s ] [ i t a l i c s  in  t h e  o r i g i n a l ]  i s
2
t h e  most  p o t e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  means t o  p e r s u a s i o n . "
As Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  f a ced  h i s  aud i en ce s  in 1906,  1910,  and 
1912,  he was o b v i o u s l y  aware o f  t h e  impor t ance  o f  conveying t o  h i s  l i s ­
t e n e r s  a r e s p e c t a b l e  image.  Thi s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e n ,  p roposes  t o  d e s c r i b e  
and d i s c u s s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  e t ho s  as  a p a r t  o f  t he  t o t a l  f r ame ­
work o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c .  I t  w i l l  c o n s i d e r ,  f i r s t ,  t he  image 
c r e a t e d  by h i s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  and s ec ond ,  t h e  image which evolved  from h i s
^Winston Lamont Brembeck and Wi l l i am Smi ley Howel l ,  P e r s u a s i o n :  
a Means o f  S o c i a l  Cont ro l  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l , 
I n c . ,  1952) ,  p. 244.
2
Lane Cooper ,  t r a n s . ,  The R h e t o r i c  o f  A r i s t o t l e :  an Expanded 
T r a n s l a t i o n  wi t h  Supplementary  Examples f o r  S t ud en t s  o f  Composi t ion and 
P ub l i c  Speaking (New York: A p p l e t o n - C e n t u r y - C r o f t s , I n c . ,  1932) ,  p. 9.
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s p eeches .
When C o l q u i t t  began h i s  f i r s t  campaign f o r  g ove r no r  in A p r i l ,  
1905,  he had a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  as  a f o r m i d a b l e  p u b l i c  f i g u r e .  
The i n i t i a l  impact  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  was min ima l ,  bu t  as  t ime 
pa ss ed  p o l i t i c s  c o n t r i b u t e d  more and more t o  h i s  image as a p u b l i c  
s p e a k e r .
C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  p o l i t i c s ,  whe r e i n  a knowledge o f
p a r i i a m e n t a r y  p rocedure  en ab le d  him t o  s e c u r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  c a n d i -
3
d a t e  f o r  s t a t e  s e n a t o r ,  cou ld  h a r d l y  have been c o n s i d e r e d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
and was l i t t l e  no ted  by t h e  p u b l i c .  However,  as  t h e  y e a r s  p r o g r e s s e d  
C o l q u i t t  became more i nvo l ved  in p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and soon he became
4
a wel l -known and p o p u l a r  p o l i t i c i a n  in h i s  home coun t y  o f  Kaufman.
The f i r s t  s t a t e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  C o l q u i t t  h e ld  was t h a t  o f  s en a ­
t o r .  He s e r ved  in t h a t  c a p a c i t y  from 1885 t o  1889,  where he i n t r o d u c e d
5
a number o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s .  During h i s  t e n u r e  as 
s e n a t o r  h i s  name became known a l l  o ve r  t h e  s t a t e .  F i r s t ,  he c u l t i v a t e d  
f r i e n d s h i p s  wi th  Hogg, Cu lb e r s o n ,  and S a y e r s ,  a l l  o f  whom had been ,
g
were o r  were t o  be gove rnor s  o f  Texas .  His f r i e n d s h i p  wi t h  t h e  v e n e r ­
a b l e  Hogg, a i d ed  by C o l q u i t t ' s  campaign speeches  in  Hogg' s  b e h a l f ,
^See Chap t e r  2 ,  p. 21.
^ T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  T i m e s - S t a r , June  15,  1892.
^Wal ter  P r e s c o t t  Webb, e d . , The Handbook o f  T e x a s , Vol.  I 
( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  The Texas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1952) ,  p.  381.
6George P. Huckaby,  "Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t :  a P o l i t i c a l  Biog­
r a p hy , "  ( un p u b l i sh e d  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
A u s t i n ,  1964) ,  p.  34.  See a l s o  P i t t s b u r q  [Texas ]  G a z e t t e ,  Fe brua ry  13,  
1934.
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g r e a t l y  enhanced h i s  image .^  Second,  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  in t h e  s t a t e  s e n a t e  
he was a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  then  Governor  Culber son  as  S t a t e  Revenue a g e n t .  
Though " i t  was a f i n a n c i a l  s a c r i f i c e  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  j o b ,  . . .  he 
undoub t ed l y  d i d  so w i t h  t h e  hope and e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  i t  would he lp  him
O
f u r t h e r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  amb i t i o n s . "  C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f i c i e n t  pe r formance  o f
du ty  r e s u l t e d  in h i s  appo i n t men t  by C u l b e r s o n ' s  s u c c e s s o r ,  Governor
S a y e r s ,  as  a " t a x  e x p e r t  on t h e  Tax Commission,  a body c r e a t e d  by the
g
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  t a x  laws o f  t h e  s t a t e . "  T h i r d ,  C o l q u i t t  
a u th o re d  a d e l i n q u e n t  t a x  b i l l  which a cco r ded  him a s t a t e - w i d e  r e p u t a ­
t i o n ^  "as  an e x p e r t  on t a x  m a t t e r s  . . . .
I t  was d u r i n g  h i s  t e n u r e  as  a member o f  t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commis-
12s i o n ,  from 1902-1910 t h a t  C o l q u i t t ' s  name became a household  word.
C o l q u i t t  de c i d e d  t o  run f o r  t h a t  o f f i c e  in  1902 and in t h a t  campaign t he
Aus t in  [Texas ]  S ta t e sman d e s i g n a t e d  "Colonel  C o l q u i t t  . . .  a s t r o n g  man
. . . [who] had t h e  u n q u a l i f i e d  endorsement  and s u p p o r t  o f  Uni ted  S t a t e s
13S e n a t o r  C u l b e r s o n . "  As t h e  campaign p r o g r e s s e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  s t r e n g t h  
i n c r e a s e d  as s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  i n d i c a t e d .  Typ i ca l  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  r e c e i v e d
^ T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  Da i l y  T r a n s c r i p t , J u l y  25 ,  1905.
^Huckaby,  p. 44.
^ P i t t s b u r g  G a z e t t e , Februa ry  13,  1934.
10Webb, p. 381.
^ H u c k a b y ,  p. 43.
12 Huckaby,  p. 80.  The a u t h o r  w r i t e s  t h a t  t he  c r e a t i o n  o f  t he  
R a i l r o a d  Commission was "a pe r s on a l  t r i umph f o r  Governor  James S. Hogg, 
f o r  he had f o u g h t  v a l i a n t l y  f o r  a r a i l r o a d  commission w h i l e  he had been 
a t t o r n e y  g en er a l  o f  Texas ,  and had won t h e  Democrat ic  nomina t ion  and 
t he  s ubsequen t  e l e c t i o n  as go ve rn or  p r i n c i p a l l y  on t h i s  i s s u e  in 1890. "  
Thus,  C o l q u i t t  a ga i n  a s s o c i a t e d  h i m s e l f  wi t h  t h e  v e n e r a t e d  Texas he ro .
^ A u s t i n  [Texas]  S ta tem an, October  24, 1901.
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was t h a t  o f  a G r e e n v i l l e  l awyer  who wr o t e :
Your e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  f i s c a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and your  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  wh i l e  a member o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  . . . r e n d e r s  you 
t h e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  man in  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  . . .  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  y ou r  wel l  known r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  do ing  y o u r  du t y  w i t h o u t  [ s i c ]  
f e a r  o r  f a v o r  w i l l  g ive  you a g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e . ^
L a t e r  one o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  f r i e n d s ,  in  s ee k in g  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  c a n d i d a t e ,
s u g g e s t e d  C o l q u i t t  was
a man o f  f i n e  mental  a b i l i t y ,  h on e s t  and u p r i g h t  in a l l  h i s  d e a l ­
i n g s ,  and b l e s t  wi th  a r o b u s t ,  v i go r o us  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and in t he  
z e n i t h  o f  manhood,  o f  s o b e r  and t e m p e r a t e  h a b i t s ,  i n d u s t r i o u s  and 
e n e r g e t i c  in c o nd u c t i ng  h i s  own p r i v a t e  a f f a i r s  and an u n t i r i n g  
worker  in  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  any p u b l i c  du t y  r e q u i r i n g  d e t a i l e d  
w o r k . 15
C o l q u i t t  h i m s e l f  used c o r r e s p on de nc e  in an a t t e m p t  t o  b oo s t  h i s  
image.  He p r e p a r ed  and d i s t r i b u t e d  a form l e t t e r  which s t a t e d :
I am no t  unmindful  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s p e c i a l  knowledge i s  r e q u i r ­
ed t o  p r o p e r l y  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  which devo l ve  upon a R a i l r o a d  
Commissioner .  The t e c h n i c a l  knowledge n e c e s s a r y  may be o b t a i n e d  
from e x p e r i e n c e ,  bu t  such knowledge i s  u s e l e s s  u n l e s s  supplemented 
by t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  which w i l l  e n a b l e  one t o  app l y  i t  so 
t h a t  t he  people  w i l l  d e r i v e  a un i form b e n e f i t  t h e r e f r o m ,  and t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  can be a c q u i r e d  by an i n t i m a t e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  t he  
c o n d i t i o n s  which p r e v a i l  in t h e  v a r i o u s  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
Texas.
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  my e x p e r i e n c e ,  o b s e r v a t i o n  and s t u d y  has [ s i c ]  
enab l ed  me t o  a c q u i r e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  by c l o s e  
a p p l i c a t o n  I can d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  incumbent  upon a R a i l r oa d  
Commissioner .  I u nd e r s t a nd  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t he  peop le  o f  
Texas a r e  i n t e r - d e p e n d e n t .  No i n t e r e s t  can be i n j u r e d  w i t h o u t  
a f f e c t i n g ,  more o r  l e s s ,  t h e  whole p eo p l e .  I t  w i l l  be my e f f o r t ,  i f  
e l e c t e d ,  t o  so d i r e c t  t h e  powers which have been i n v e s t e d  in  t h e  
R a i l r o a d  Commission as  t o  b e n e f i t  a l i k e  each o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t he  
S t a t e  w i t h o u t  i n f l i c t i n g  i n j u r y  upon any cl a s s J 6
14 L e t t e r  from Evans t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J a n u a ry  4 ,  1902.  See a l s o  
l e t t e r s  from P i t t s  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J a n ua ry  2 ,  1902;  March t o  C o l q u i t t ,  
J a n u a ry  17,  1902; C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
Ar c h i v e s .
^ L e t t e r  from D i l l a r d  t o  Love,  March 23,  1902,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ F o r m  l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  "Dear S i r , "  March 26,  1906,
m
The impact  o f  t h e  i n a r t i s t i c  e thos  g e n e r a t e d  by C o l q u i t t ' s  mem­
b e r s h i p  on t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commission i s  t hu s  d e l i n e a t e d :
b e f o r e  t h e  commercial  use  o f  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  b u s s e s ,  t r u c k s ,  and a i r ­
p l a n es  t h e  r a i l w a y s  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  c h i e f  means o f  i n l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a ­
t i o n .  C o ns e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  e n t i r e  populace  was v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
f r e i g h t  and p a s s e n g e r  r a t e s ,  accommodat ions and s e r v i c e s ,  and any­
t h i n g  e l s e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  t h e  r o ad s .  There  was a l s o  a 
f u r t h e r  r ea s on  f o r  i n t e r e s t  d u r i n g  t he  f i r s t  decade o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y .  That  was t h e  age o f  t h e  "muckrakers"  and o f  P r e s i d e n t  
R o o s e v e l t ' s  " t r u s t  b u s t i n g . "  So f a r  as Texas was c on ce r ned ,  t he  
r a i l r o a d s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c h i e f  examples  o f  b ig  b u s i n e s s  t r u s t s ,  and 
most  o f  t h e  Texas l i n e s  were owned and c o n t r o l l e d  by ou t  o f  s t a t e  
c o r p o r a t i o n s .  This  f a c t  a l on e  was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make them s u s p e c t  
in t h e  minds o f  Texans .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t he  r a i l r o a d  commission was 
looked upon as  a champion o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  people  a g a i n s t  t he  
o r g a n i z e d  g reed  o f  p r e d a t o r y ,  E a s t e r n  c a p i t a l i s t s .  I n t e r e s t  was 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  upon t h e  commiss ion,  a l s o ,  because  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t he  
f i r s t ,  and f o r  a long t i m e ,  t h e  on l y  agency which had been s u c c e s s ­
f u l  in  c heck i ng  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l a r g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s . ^
C o l q u i t t ,  t h e n ,  had a p o t e n t  v e h i c l e  t o  he lp  him p r o j e c t  a f a v o r a b l e
image t o  h i s  l a r g e l y  r u r a l , a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  and i n d u s t r i a l l y  o r i e n t e d
a u d i e n c e s  and he f r e q u e n t l y  took  advan tage  o f  t he  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i t
a f f o r d e d  him.
The f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  came when t he  g e ne r a l  manager  o f  t he
M i s s o u r i ,  Kansas ,  and Texas Rai lway Company compla ined in a l e t t e r  o f
t h e  " cha rged  c o n d i t i o n s  and s u r r o u n d i n g s  in t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d s
18as  compared t o  t h o s e  p r e v a i l i n g  a few y e a r s  a go . "  In t y p i c a l  f a s h i o n  
C o l q u i t t  r e p l i e d  wi t h  a l e n g t h y  d e f e nse  o f  t he  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  R a i l r o a d  
Commission.  He a rgued :
You say t h e  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t i o n  has l a r g e l y  i n c r e a s e d  and g ive  as  
one r ea son  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  m a t e r i a l s  and s u p p l i e s  . . . .
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar ch i ves .
^ H uckaby ,  p. 117.
1 ft
D allas  [Texas] Morning News, April  23, 1903.
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In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  you say you "have f e l t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t he  
demands o f  o r g a n i z ed  l a b o r ,  having  been o b l i g e d  t o  make an i n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  wages o f  y o u r  employees  which w i l l  swel l  t h e  t o t a l  o f  yo u r  
pay r o l l s  ove r  $200,00 p e r  y e a r . "  And you add t h a t  " t h e s e  a r e  mat ­
t e r s  wi th  which t he  p u b l i c  i s  f a m i l i a r . "
"There has b e e n , "  t o o ,  you s a y ,  "du r i ng  t he  p a s t  s e a s o n ,  e x t r a ­
o r d i n a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  on a c c o u t  o f  t he  unusual  w e a th e r  c o n d i -  
i t i o n s .  . . . "
In t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e  gener a l  i n c r e a s e  in p r i c e s  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  
which may be due ,  whol ly  o r  p a r t i a l l y ,  t o  c ombi na t i ons  formed f o r  
t h e  purpose  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t he  o u t p u t  and p r i c e s  o f  such m a t e r i a l s ,  
t h e  g e ne r a l  p u b l i c  has had t o  pay t h e s e  i n c r e a s e d  p r i c e s  as wel l  as 
t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  companies l i k e  y o u r s .  I f  you a r e  t o  recoup t h i s  
i n c r e a s e  in c o s t  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  t he  p r i c e  o f  which may o r  may no t  be 
c o n t r o l l e d  by t h o s e  who c o n t r o l  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  compani es ,  by an 
i n c r e a s e  o f  f r e i g h t  r a t e s  on t h e  people  o f  t he  s t a t e ,  how and by 
what  cou r s e  a r e  t he  o t h e r  consumers o f  s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l s  in Texas ,  
and t h e  m a n uf a c t u r e r s  and p r oduce r s  o f  t he  m a t e r i a l s  and p r o d u c t s  
making up y o u r  t o nn ag e ,  going t o  be re imbur sed?  The f r e i g h t  e i t h e r  
comes ou t  o f  t he  va lue  o f  t he  raw m a t e r i a l  o r  i s  added t o  t h e  c o s t  
o f  t h e  manufac t u r ed  a r t i c l e s  f o r  t he  consumer t o  pay.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
ou r  S t a t e  a pp ea r s  to  be b e a r i n g  both t h e s e  bu r dens .  Sha l l  y o u r  com­
pany,  as  a c i t i z e n  o f  t he  S t a t e ,  c a r r y  i t s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  burden as  a 
consumer ,  o r  s h a l l  you t r a n s f e r  i t ,  by s a n c t i o n  o f  t h e  Commission,  
t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r s  o f  t h o se  who must  have i t  added t o  t he  amount t o  be 
deduc t ed  from t h e  p r o d u c t s  which c o n t r i b u t e  a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  va l ue  
f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  t he  marke t?
You would have us i n c r e a s e  t he  r a t e s  so as  t o  c o v e r  t h e  $200,000 
which you a r e  t o  pay ou t  in i n c r e a s e d  s a l a r i e s  in compl i ance  wi th  
t h e  demands o f  y ou r  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r e r s .  I presume t o  p r e v e n t  a 
s t r i k e  . . .
Thi s  m a t t e r  o f  s a l a r i e s  i s  an i s s u e  between t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
companies and t h e i r  employees ,  and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  burdens  o f  a com­
promise  o f  t h i s  kind should  no t  be s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r s  o f  t h o s e  
hav ing  no v o i c e  in t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t .
U n f o r t n a t e l y  f o r  a l l  b u s i n e s s  in t h i s  S t a t e  t h e  un p r e ced e n t ed  
and con t i n u ou s  r a i n s  has [ s i c ]  d e c r e a s e d  b u s i n e s s  o f  a lmo s t  eve r y  
kind and i n c r e a s e d  t h e  expense  o f  c a r r y i n g  i t  on.  But s h a l l  we add 
y o u r  m i s f o r t u n e s  t o  t he  burdens  o f  o t h e r s  s u f f e r i n g  from t h e  same 
c a u s e .  . . .
Ours i s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  S t a t e  and t h e  f a rmer  who owns h i s  l and  
and produces  f r e i g h t  f o r  y o u r  r o a d ,  i s  t h e  s a f e s t ,  b e s t  and most  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  o f  our  c i t i z e n s h i p .  He can be r e l i e d  upon t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p r o p e r t y  and p r e s e r v e  good government .  Should we no t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  p l a c e  a l l  t h e  burdens  upon him?
I t h i n k  t h e  Commission shou ld  be c an d id  enough t o  say  t o  you 
t h a t  i t  canno t  o f f e r  any encouragement  in yo ur  d e s i r e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  
r a t e s .  The c o n d i t i o n s  o f  ou r  p e o p l e ,  as a r e s u l t  o f  some o f  t he  
cause s  o f  which you compla in ,  a r e  even much worse t ha n  y o u r s .  I 
t h i n k  you may be a s s u r e d  o f  j u s t  and f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  a t  t h e  hands o f  
t h e  Commission,  b u t  I c anno t  b r i n g  mys e l f  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  you pay 
a l l  y ou r  income ou t  by means o f  i n c r e a s e d  s a l a r i e s  t h a t  t h e  burden 
r e s u l t i n g  from y o u r  own a c t  shou ld  be s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  peop l e  upon
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19whose p r o s p e r i t y  you own so much depends .
The Da l l a s  Morning News p u b l i s h e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  l e t -
20t e r  and s u p p o r t  and p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  Commiss ioner ' s  a c t i o n  came from
s e v e r a l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The p r e s i d e n t  o f  Georgetown Oil Mi l l s
d e c l a r e d ,  "Allow me S i r  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t he  C i t i z e n  Ship  [ s i c ]  o f  Texas
21in having  such a man as y o u r s e l f  as R. R. Commiss ioner . "  Another
c o n s t i t u e n t  wr o te :  " P l e a s e  a l l o w t h e  w r i t e r  t o  e x p re s s  h i s  s i n c e r e
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  you in t h e  high p o s i t i o n  which he he lped  t o  e l e v a t e  you
& wish t o  be a b l e  t o  in t he  n e a r  f u t u r e  t o  s t i l l  h e lp  advance you t o  t he
22h i g h e s t  g i f t  o f  t he  p e o p l e . "  A t h i r d  r e a d e r  r e q u e s t e d  a copy o f
C o l q u i t t ' s  l e t t e r  so t h a t  i t  cou ld  be
r eproduced  in  a l o c a l  pape r  in ou r  coun ty .  The a r t i c l e  was such a 
comple te  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  t h a t  b a s e l e s s  char ge  t h a t  you were be ing  run 
f o r  Commissioner  in t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t he  r a i l w a y  companies t h a t  I 
d e s i r e  t o  have i t  p u b l i s h e d  n o t  on l y  t o  v i n d i c a t e  you b u t  mys e l f  in 
s u p p o r t i n g  yo u r  c a n d i d a c y . 23
The h i g h l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  q u e s t i o n  which came t o  be l a b e l e d  t he
Hous t on-Gal ves ton  d i f f e r e n t i a l  gave C o l q u i t t  a second o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
advance h i s  p o l i t i c a l  image.  An acc ou n t  o f  t h e  problem i s  p r e s e n t e d  by
S. G. Reed who p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  t h e  reason  f o r  t he  d i f f e r e n t i a l  was to
e q u a l i z e  t he  f r e i g h t  r a t e s  which t h e  s h i p p e r s  p a i d .  I t  made no d i f f e r -
^ L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  A l l e n ,  Apr i l  21 , 1903,  C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
20 D a l l a s  Morning News, Apr i l  23,  1903.
^ L e t t e r  from W h i t t l e  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  23,  1903,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  Ar ch i ves .
^ L e t t e r  from Wilson t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  23 ,  1903,  C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ L e t t e r  from Evans to  C o l q u i t t ,  Apri l  23, 1903, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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ence whe t he r  t he  goods be ing  s h i pped  pa ss ed  t h rough  both  o f  t he  c i t i e s .  
The d i f f e r e n t i a l  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  w a t e r  f r e i g h t  c ha r ges  between 
t he  two c i t i e s .  Ga lves ton  was f a vo r e d  on incoming f r e i g h t  and Houston 
on t h e  ou t go i ng .  Goods s h ipped  from Ga l ves t on  t o  D a l l a s  would no t  be 
a p t  t o  go v i a  Houston because  t h e  r a t e s  would be c h e a p e r  i f  s h i pp ed  by 
t he  d i r e c t  r o u t e .  On t he  o t h e r  hand,  goods going from Da l l a s  t o  
Galves ton  cou ld  t r a v e l  v ia  Houston f o r  t he  same r a t e  as  by t h e  d i r e c t  
r o u t e .  This  a r r angement  was n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  w i t h  t he  Ga lves ton  s h i p ­
p e r s  and t hey  waged a c o n t i n u i n g  b a t t l e  t o  g e t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  removed.
24C o l q u i t t ,  o f  c ou r s e  f av o r e d  r e t a i n i n g  t he  d i f f e r e n t i a l .
Al though t he  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s s u e  was no t  " s e t t l e d  u n t i l  t h e  
I n t e r s t a t e  Commission g r a n t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e q u a l i z a t i o n  o r  r a t e s  in
Of.
1925, "  i t  i n i t i a t e d  a war o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  
on C o l q u i t t ' s  e t h o s .
The war o f  l e t t e r s  began on Apr i l  3,  1905,  when George C. J e s t e r ,  
former  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  penned t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  t o  C o l q u i t t .
R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  r e c e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  Commissioners  
r e g a r d i n g  t he  r a i l w a y  r a t e s ,  compress  c ha r ges  and t h e  Houston-  
Ga lves ton  d i f f e r e n t i a l ,  in which you took  a p romi nen t  p a r t ,  i t  
appea r s  t o  me t h a t  t he  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  o w n e r - s e l l e r  o f  t he  c o t t o n  
have no t  been c o n s i d e r e d  in t he  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n .  That  t he  
r e d u c t i o n  in f r e i g h t s ,  r a i l  o r  w a t e r ,  . . .  do no t  [ s i c ]  . . . 
i n s u r e  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  owner t h e r e o f  a t  t h e  p l a c e  o f  sh ipment  
i s ,  t o  my mind,  so s i l l y  as no t  wor th  d i s c u s s i n g  . . . .
24S. G. Reed,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Texas R a i l r o a d s  and o f  T r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n  Co nd i t i o n s  under  Spain and Mexico and t h e  Republ i c  and t he  
S t a t e  (Hous ton,  Texas:  The S t .  C l a i r  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1941) ,  pp.  
644-51.
^ H u c k a b y ,  p. 126.
n c
Da l l a s  Morning News, Apr i l  3 ,  1905.  The l e t t e r s  were pub­
l i s h e d  in f u l l  by t he  Da l l a s  Morning News.
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The c o n t r o v e r s y  between Houston and Ga lves ton  i s  o f  no concern  
t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  e x c e p t  in so f a r  as i t s  a d j u s t m en t  may be 
o f  b e n e f i t  o r  o t h e r w i s e  t o  t he  S t a t e  a t  l a r g e .  As i t  can no t  be 
a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e op le  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  shou l d  pay t r i b u t e  t o  
e i t h e r  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t i e s  . . . .  The owner o f  t he  c o t t o n - s a y  in 
D a l l a s - - i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  l owes t  f r e i g h t  r a t e ,  say  t o  Ga lves ton  o r  
New O r l e a n s ,  t h a t  t h e  c a r r i e r  can a f f o r d ,  . . . and t h i s  s t a t e  o f  
a f f a i r s  can no t  be b r o u g h t  abou t  u n l e s s  a l l  u nn ece s s a r y  expenses  t o
t h e  c a r r i e r  a r e  e l i m i n a t e d . 2 7
C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r s t  r e s po n se  t o  J e s t e r  was in t h e  form o f  an i n t e r ­
view by t h e  D a l l a s  Morning News. C o l q u i t t  s t a t e d :
The q u e s t i o n s  which he [ J e s t e r ]  propounds  t o  me d i r e c t l y  as  a 
member o f  t he  commission were a l l  i n q u i r e d  t o  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r ­
i n g ,  and i t  i s  t o  be r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  Gov. J e s t e r  d i d  no t  a t t a c h  
enough i mpor t ance  t o  t h a t  h e a r i n g  t o  come and h e a r  t he  q u e s t i o n s  
d i s c u s s e d  by t h e  f r e i g h t  a g e n t s ,  by t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Houston and 
Ga lves ton  and by t he  members o f  t h e  commission and t he  gene r a l  
a t t o r n e y s  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t he  
q u e s t i o n  in  h i s  f i r s t  open communicat ion t o  me shows c l e a r l y  t h a t
Gov. J e s t e r  does no t  f u l l y  u n d e r s t an d  t he  i s s u e s  which he r a i s e s
h i m s e l f .  However,  when I s h a l l  have t h e  t ime I may answer  h i s  
i n q u i r i e s  in d e t a i l . 28
On Apr i l  17,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  found t h e  t ime  and wro te  a l e n g t h y  
l e t t e r  which was a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  in t h e  Da l l a s  Morning News. P o r t i o n s  
o f  t h a t  l e t t e r  f o l l o w .
The m a t t e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  between Houston and Ga lves ton  i s  an 
a r b i t r a r y  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  r a t e s  between t h o s e  two p o i n t s  . . . .  But 
i n  no ca s e  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  h i g h e r  t o  Ga lves ton  
from Houston than  i t  i s  on t he  same a r t i c l e s  from Ga lves ton  t o  
Houston.  In each c as e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  f i x e d  by t h e  charge  f o r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  b o a t s  p l y i n g  Bu f f a lo  Bayou between Houston and 
G a l ves ton .  Houston pays t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  on inbound A t l a n t i c  s e a ­
board f r e i g h t  and Ga l ves ton  pays t he  d i f f e r e n t i a l  on outbound s e a ­
board o r  t r a n s - A t l a n t i c  f r e i g h t  . . . .
The Ga l ves t on-Hous t on  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  a q u e s t i o n  l o c a l  t o  t h o s e  
two c i t i e s  which . . . may soon be s e t t l e d  by g i v i n g  t o  Houston t h e  
same ocean r a t e s  t h a t  Ga l ves t on  h a s ,  and t o  Ga lves ton  t h e  same r a i l ­
road r a t e s  t h a t  Houston ha s .  This  w i l l  be done by t he  improvement
27 D a l l a s  Morning News, Apr i l  3,  1905,  and l e t t e r  from J e s t e r  
t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  3 ,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
OQ
Dallas  Morning News, April  5,  1905.
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o f  B uf f a l o  Bayou and i t s  n a v i g a t i o n  by l a r g e r  s t e a me rs  . . . .  P e r ­
s o n a l l y  I have always f e l t  an i n t e r e s t  in t h e  development  o f  
Ga lves ton  and t h e  commission has done a l l  i t  cou ld  t o  b u i l d  i t  up as  
a g a i n s t  New O r l e a n s ,  and I can have no q u a r r e l  w i t h  you about  
G a l v e s t o n ,  f o r  I am and have been a good f r i e n d  t o  t h e  c i t y  and 
y o u r s e l f .
But t h e  pe op le  have a j u s t  q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h e  commission f o r  
a l l o w i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  e x o r b i t a n t  r a t e s  on c o t t o n  t o  s t a n d  as long as 
t h e y  h a v e . 29
C o l q u i t t ' s  r e p l y  t o  J e s t e r  r e s u l t e d  in a momentary l u l l  in t he  
f i g h t ,  bu t  a f t e r  t he  announcement  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  i n t e n t  t o  run f o r  g ov e r ­
nor  in 1906,  t h e  b a t t l e  was aga i n  renewed.  In Oc to be r ,  1905,  many news­
paper s  p u b l i s h e d  i d e n t i c a l  e d i t o r i a l s  a t t a c k i n g  t he  p o s i t i o n  o f  t he
30R a i l r o a d  Commission and C o l q u i t t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  One o f  t he  most  dam­
ag ing  c ha r ges  was t h a t  C o l q u i t t  had used t he  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s s u e  f o r  p o l ­
i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .  C o l q u i t t  r e t a l i a t e d  by i s s u i n g  an open l e t t e r  t o  t h e
Ga l ves t on  [Texas ]  Da i l y  News demanding " t h a t  t h e y  prove  t h a t  t he  d i f f e r -
31e n t i a l  was c r e a t e d  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  purpose  o r  admi t  t h e i r  e r r o r . "  
C o l q u i t t ' s  a c t i o n  ended t h e  l e t t e r  war and caused  t h e  Houston [Texas ]  
C h r o n i c l e , a pape r  which had n ev e r  been kind t o  him t o  e d i t o r i a l i z e :
The C h r o n i c l e  has f r e q u e n t l y  d i s a g r e e d  wi t h  t h e  Hon. 0.  B. 
C o l q u i t t ,  and i s  in no way p r e j u d i c e d  in h i s  f a v o r ,  bu t  i t  must  do 
him t he  j u s t i c e  t o  s ay  t h a t  h i s  open l e t t e r  t o  t h o s e  c a r p i n g  c r i t i c s  
a t  Ga lves ton  was a m a s t e r l y  one and c om p l e t e ly  d i s c l o s e d  t he  s e l f ­
i s h n e s s ,  f a l s i t y  and a b s u r d i t y  o f  t h e  c l a i m made by t h e  Ga lves ton  
Chamber o f  Commerce and i t s  l i t e r a r y  b u r e a u . 32
?  9Da l l a s  Morning News, Apr i l  17,  1905,  and l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  
t o  J e s t e r ,  Apr i l  14,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
30 L e t t e r  from P i e r c e  C o l q u i t t  t o  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ,
Oc tober  24,  1905,  and l e t t e r  from Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  t o  Johnson ,  
Oc tober  26,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  Papers  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
A rc h i ve s .
31 Ga lves ton  [Texas ]  Da i ly  News, December 3,  1905.
32Houston [Texas] C h ro n ic le ,  December 5, 1905.
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The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  on 
C o l q u i t t ' s  e t h o s  came as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  an a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  in t he  
Houston Da i l y  P o s t . The Pos t  con tended  t h a t
Al though ex -Gover nor  J .  S. Hogg had n o t  e x p r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  on t h e  Ga l ves ton  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  r e v i ­
val  o f  t h e  a g i t a t i o n  o f  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  was begun s e v e r a l  weeks ago ,  
i t  i s  known t h a t  he has t a ke n  a deep i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  He 
had a good deal  t o  s ay  on t h e  s u b j e c t  d u r i n g  h i s  r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  
A u s t i n ,  and he i n t i m a t e d  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s  t h a t  he had been c o nv e r t ed  
by t he  argument  a g a i n s t  t h e  a b o l i s h m e n t  of -  t he  d i f f e r e n t i a l  as 
advanced by R a i l r o a d  Commissioner  0.  B. C o l q u i t t  i n  h i s  p u b l i s h e d  
communicat ions .
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  Ga lves ton  have been t r y ­
ing f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Mr. Hogg t o  b r i n g  
abou t  t h e  a b o l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  makes h i s  p o s i t i o n  on t he  
p r o p o s i t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime  u n u s u a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  In a c o n v e r s a t i o n  
wi t h  Mr. C o l q u i t t  and o t h e r  f r i e n d s  a t  t h e  Dr i s k i  11 a day o r  two 
b e f o r e  h i s  r e c e n t  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n ,  Mr. Hogg s t a t e d  t h a t  
he c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  communicat ion o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t  on 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n  t h e  a b l e s t  S t a t e  document  t h a t  had e v e r  
emanated from t h e  c a p i t o l  b u i l d i n g .  The P o s t  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  was 
p r e s e n t  when t h i s  remark was made by t h e  e x - g o v e r n o r .
Mr. Hogg went  f u r t h e r  and d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had 
r e s o l v e d  i t s e l f  down t o  one o f  money as  f a r  as  t h e  b u s i n e s s  e l ement  
o f  Ga lves ton  was con ce rn ed .  He i l l u s t r a t e d  t h i s  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  t he  
pa id  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  which were be ing  c i r c u l a t e d  in t he  i n t e r e s t  o f  
t h a t  p o r t  and c i t y . 33
While a member o f  t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commission,  C o l q u i t t  a l s o  made 
e f f o r t s  t o  improve t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  f r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e  g rower s ,  c o t t o n  
g rowers ,  and lumbermen.  Thi s  coup led  w i t h  h i s  views on f r e e  r a i l r o a d  
p a s s e s ,  s e r v e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  h i s  i n a r t i s t i c  e t h o s .  C o l q u i t t ' s  advocacy 
o f  p o l i c i e s  in t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and i n d u s t r y  o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  
in c l a s h e s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  two R a i l r o a d  Commiss ioners .  When t h i s  hap­
pened C o l q u i t t  would t a k e  h i s  c a s e  t o  t he  p u b l i c .  He wro te  l e t t e r s  
which were s u b s e q u e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  in newspapers  d e fe n d i n g  h i s  p o i n t  o f
33
Houston Da i ly  P o s t , December 30,  1905.
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34view.  In one i n s t a n c e ,  when one o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  on t he  Comn-:s s i o n
accused  him o f  p l a y i n g  w i t h  p o l i t i c s  wi th  t he  r a t e  i s s u e s ,  C o l q u i t t
r e p l i e d :  "What e v e r  may be t h e  r e s u l t s  t o  my own p o l i t i c a l  f o r t u n e  i t
i s  n o t  o f  so much concern  t o  me, as t h e  hope I have o f  be ing  a b l e  t o  do
35some p u b l i c  good. "
C o l q u i t t ' s  R a i l r o a d  Commission r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  seemingly  
had a s t r o n g  impact  in sh ap in g  t he  image he conveyed t o  t he  e l e c t o r a t e .  
These e f f o r t s  m o t i v a t ed  one o f  h i s  a dmi r e r s  t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  t o  t he  
Houston C h r on i c l e  which s t a t e d :  "Col .  C o l q u i t t  i s  by no means a
s t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o f  Texas ,  h i s  a c t s  as a r a i l r o a d  commiss ioner  
be i ng  known f a r  and wide and which have c l e a r l y  d e mons t r a t ed  him t o  be 
t h e  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  common p eo p le .  He has j u s t l y  been dubbed t h e  second 
Jim Hogg.
By f a r  t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  
i n a r t i s t i c  e t h o s  were h i s  t h r e e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaigns and two terms 
as  t he  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t he  s t a t e .  These ch an ne l s  p rov ided  o p p o r t u ­
n i t i e s  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  t he  f a v o r a b l e  image o f  C o l q u i t t ,  t he  s p e a k e r .
Five  f e a t u r e s  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaigns he lped  t o  
shape  h i s  image.  They i n c l u d e d  1) t he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  C o l q u i t t  c l u b s ,  2) 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  r e p u t a t i o n  through  t h e  t e s t i mo n y  o f  f r i e n d s  and sup­
p o r t e r s ,  3) t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  endor semen t ,  4) t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of
34 Houston Da i ly  P o s t , December 30,  1905.
35Memorandum from C o l q u i t t  t o  M ay f i e ld ,  J u l y  13,  1905,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar ch i ves .
36 L e t t e r  from F. W. King to  Houston C h r o n ic l e , June 1, 1906,
C o l q u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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o f  campaign l i t e r a t u r e ,  and 5) t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  newspaper  c ove r age .
These f e a t u r e s  were c o n s t a n t  e l emen t s  in a l l  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  campaigns .
The o v e r a l l  purpose  o f  C o l q u i t t  c l u b s  was t o  advance t h e  cause
o f  t he  c a n d i d a t e .  Chap t e r  4 i l l u s t r a t e d  one o f  t he  c h i e f  r o l e s  o f  t he
37c l ub s  in t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t he  s pea k i n g  o c c a s i o n s .  I n f l u e n c i n g
C o l q u i t t ' s  e t h o s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a second i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  p l ayed  by t h e  c l u b s .
A c i r c u l a r  p r e p a r ed  by t h e  C r o c k e t t  C o l q u i t t  Club and ma i l ed  " to  eve r y
v o t e r  in Houston County" i l l u s t r a t e d  t he  p r oc edur e  used by t h a t  c lub  in
advanc ing  C o l q u i t t ' s  image.  In p a r t ,  t h e  c i r c u l a r  s a i d :
Mr. C o l q u i t t  i s  in eve r y  s e n s e  o f  t he  t e rm a s e l f - m a d e  man, one
whose p o l i t i c a l  f o r t u n e s  a r e  no t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a f o r t u i t o u s  e ve n t
nor  based  s o l e y  upon t he  good w i l l  o f  any f a c t i o n  o r  e n t r e n c h e d  by
any d e s i g n i n g  man o r  s e t  o f  men who a r e  in t he  h a b i t  o f  t a k i n g  so 
much s t o c k  in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  . . . .
In e ve r y  p o s i t i o n  t o  which h i s  a s p i r a t i o n  have l e d  him and 
in  which t h e  s u f f r a g e  o f  t h e  peop l e  has p l a ce d  him he has  met wi t h  
f u l l  measure t he  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  t he  o f f i c e  and t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  
h i s  f r i e n d s .  As r a i l r o a d  commis s ione r ,  he has ma s t e r e d  t he  r a t e  
s i t u a t i o n  in  Texas ,  and has d i s c h a r g e d  h i s  d u t i e s  wi t h  r a r e  good 
judgement ,  wi t h  f e a r l e s s  i ndependence  and wi t h  u n c h a l l e n g i n g  f a i r ­
n e s s .  And such t r a i t s  w i l l  wel l  become t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h i s  
g r e a t  s t a t e .  . . .
We f a v o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t  because  he s t a n d s  f o u r ­
s qua r e  t o  a l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  winds t h a t  blow;  because  he r e p r e s e n t s  
t h e  b e s t  and most  a n c i e n t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e mo cr a t i c  p a r t y ;  
because  he i s  making a c l e a n  and c l e a r - c u t  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n ,  which i s  t h e  p a l l a d i u m  o f  our  h ope s ,  t he  bulwark o f  ou r  l i b ­
e r t y  and ou r  b e s t  g u a r a n t e e  f o r  p r o s p e r i t y  and h a pp i nes s  and peace ;  
because  he w i l l  f i l l  wi t h  becoming d i g n i t y ,  wi t h  f i n e  d ip lomacy ,  
wi th  marked a b i l i t y  and wi t h  u n s e l f i s h  p a t r i o t i s m  t h e  high o f f i c e  
t o  which in a few days t h e  peop le  o f  Houston county  and o f  Texas a t  
l a r g e  w i l l  c a l l  h i m . 38
A second method o f  augment ing C o l q u i t t ' s  i n a r t i s t i c  image 
c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  t h rough  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f
^ S e e  Chap t e r  4 ,  p. 99.
38C i r c u l a r ,  Campaign o f  1910, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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f r i e n d s  and s u p p o r t e r s .  Thi s  concep t  i n c l u d ed  1) t he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
pe r s on s  who spoke f o r  C o l q u i t t ,  2) i n f l u e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  e nd o r s em e n t s ,  and 
3) t he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p r i v a t e  endorsement  t h rough  l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t .  In 
t h e s e  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  C o l q u i t t  b e n e f i t t e d  n o t  on ly  from what  was s a i d  
abou t  him,  bu t  from t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  pe r son  who s a i d  i t .  In many 
c a s e s  t he  i n d i v i d u a l s  working in C o l q u i t t ' s  b e h a l f  were wel l  known s t a t e  
and l o c a l  f i g u r e s  who en joyed  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s p e c t  from t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  domains .
C o l q u i t t  u t i l i z e d  many s pe a k e r s  i n  h i s  t h r e e  campaigns .  He
r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on l o c a l  s p e a k e r s ,  u s ing  l a w y e r s ,  j u d g e s ,  s t a t e  s e n a t o r s
39and promi nen t  county  o f f i c i a l s .
Typi ca l  o f  a l o c a l  speech was t he  one d e l i v e r e d  by T. H. Stone 
i n  Weimar,  Texas ,  on J u l y  25,  1906. On t h a t  oc ca s i o n  Stone "made one o f  
t h e  most  e f f e c t i v e  a d d r e s s e s  heard  . . .  in  t h i s  campaign . "  B a s i c a l l y ,  
t h e  a d d r e s s  was a speech o f  p r a i s e  f o r  C o l q u i t t  coup led  wi th  d e n u n c i a ­
t i o n  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  opponen t s .  Of C o l q u i t t ,  S tone  s a i d :
I am h er e  . . .  t o  speak in b e h a l f  o f  one who i s  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  
o f  a l l  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t he  o f f i c e  o f  gov e rn or - - Ho no rab l e  0.  B. 
C o l q u i t t .  In t h i s  campaign t h e r e  a r e  i s s u e s  i m p o r t an t  t o  t he  
peop le  and v i t a l  t o  t h e  de mo cr a t i c  t h e o r y  o f  government .  The vo t e  
n e x t  S a t u r d a y  w i l l  de t e r mi ne  whe t he r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  o r  
t h e  peop le  s h a l l  r u l e  in Texas ,  f o r  t he  S t a t e  needs  a t  t h i s  t ime  a 
broad  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  man in t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e - - a  man o f  
d i s c i p l i n e d  w i l l ,  c l e a r  c o ur ag e ,  i n f l e x i b l e  backbone and a con­
s c i e n c e  t h a t  can no t  be swerved from t he  pa th  o f  du t y .  Such a man,
39 L e t t e r s  from Rawlins M. C o l q u i t t  t o  Aycock,  Durham, B r i t e ,  
C a r l ,  Wr i gh t ,  Maurray,  C l a y t o n ,  King,  and S t u b b s ,  J u l y  11,  1910;  l e t t e r s  
from Rawlins  M. C o l q u i t t  t o  C o l l i n s  and Ro b e r t so n ,  J u l y  13,  1910;  l e t ­
t e r s  from Rawlins M. C o l q u i t t  t o  P u c k e t t ,  M i l l e r ,  and McDonald,  J u l y  14,  
1910;  l e t t e r  from Rawlins M. C o l q u i t t  t o  McKay, J u l y  15,  1910;  l e t t e r  
from Rawl ins  M. C o l q u i t t  t o  Wood, J u l y  18,  1910; and l e t t e r  from Oscar  
Branch C o l q u i t t  t o  H i l l ,  December 13,  1909;  C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar ch i ves .  See a l s o  Houston Dai ly  P o s t , J u l y  19,
1912,  and San Antonio  E x p r e s s , J u l y  25,  1912.
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my f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s ,  i s  Hon. 0. B. C o l q u i t t . ^ 0
In a d d i t i o n  t o  l o c a l  s p e a k e r s ,  C o l q u i t t  p r o f i t e d  from prominent
s t a t e  f i g u r e s .  Judge Bar ry  M i l l e r  o f  t he  Cr iminal  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  o f
Da l l a s  County,  a w i de ly  known f r i e n d  and s u p p o r t e r  o f  Un i t ed  S t a t e s
S e n a t o r  Char l e s  A. Cu l be r s o n ,  who was l a t e r  t o  s e r v e  as  L i e u t e n a n t  Gov- 
41e r n o r  o f  Texas ,  made s e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  s peeches  f o r  C o l q u i t t  i n  1912.
In one o f  t h o s e  s p e e c h e s ,  M i l l e r  d e c l a r e d :
I have always s up po r t e d  C o l q u i t t  and I am going t o  t e l l  you why.
He i s  t he  kind o f  man I love  t o  s u p p o r t .  I know what  i t  i s  to  
t r e a d  t h e  w in e pr e ss  a l o n e .  I know what  i t  i s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a l i f e  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c o n f l i c t  and v i c i s s i t u d e s  w i t h o u t  money and w i t h o u t  
i n f l u e n c e ,  and I t e l l  you I love  a man who c an ,  in t he  f a c e  o f  
a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c a r ve  f o r  h i m s e l f  a p l a c e  in t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  
h i s  count rymen by t h e  honor  t h i s  man has won f o r  h i m s e l f .  When h i s  
opponent  was e n j oy i n g  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  o f  h i s  f o r b e a r s ,  
when he was going p l a c i d l y  t h rough  t h e  b i g g e s t  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  when he 
was r e c e i v i n g  t h o s e  g r e a t  a id s  t o  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s  coming from edu­
c a t i o n ,  Oscar  B. C o l q u i t t  was s t u d y i n g  in t h e  b i t t e r  school  o f  
e x p e r i e n c e  and h i s  c u r r i c u l u m  t h e  ha rd  knocks o f  p o v e r t y ,  h i s  o p po r ­
t u n i t y  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  comes t o  t h e  b a r e f o o t  son o f  a t e n a n t  
f a r mer  on an Eas t  Texas sandy farm l a n d .  . . .  He came wi t h  h i s  
p a r e n t s  from t h e  r ed  o l d  h i l l s  o f  Georgia  when a s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  
boy.  They came n o t  wi t h  w e a l t h .  They came as t e n a n t  f a r m e r s ,  and 
r e n t e d  a l i t t l e  farm down here  in Eas t  Texas f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s - - t h i s  
man t h a t  i s  today  t h e  Governor  o f  T e x a s - - t h e  t h r e e  most  i m p o r t an t  
y e a r s  t h a t  shou ld  have been s p e n t ,  and t h a t  Ramsey was p e r m i t t e d  t o  
spend ,  in  a c o l l e g e ,  he s p en t  t i l l i n g  t h e  sandy s o i l . 42
Six y e a r s  e a r l i e r  Judge M i l l e r  had t h e  honor  o f  p l a c i n g
C o l q u i t t ' s  name in nomina t ion  a t  t h e  1906 Democrat ic  Convent ion in
D a l l a s .  At t h a t  t ime M i l l e r  made
40
Houston Dai ly  P o s t , J u l y  26,  1906.
41
Seth  Shepard McKay, Texas P o l i t i c s ,  1906-1944:  w i t h  Spec i a l  
Reference  t o  t h e  German Count i e s  (Lubbock,  Texas:  Texas Tech P r e s s ,  
1952) ,  p.  188.
42 Broadside ,  Campaign o f  1912, C o l q u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i t y  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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an e l o q u e n t  speech . . .  t o  t h o s e  in  [ t h e ]  conven t i on  whose h e a r t s  
b e a t  in  sympathy w i t h  masses  . . . [who were ]  demanding t h a t  o f  
t h i s  conven t i on  t he  nomina t ion  o f  a man who i s  no t  a "dreamer  o f  
d reams , "  b u t  a man "who does t h i n g s , "  [and an i n d i v i d u a l  whom] no 
man has  been a b l e  t o  p o i n t  t o  a s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e  where he f a l t e r e d  
in h i s  d evo t i on  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  t h e  peop le  nor  a s i n g l e  
t ime when he s tood  wi th  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  s ee k i ng  advan tage  through  
l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .
C l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  s p e a k e r s  in C o l q u i t t ' s  b e h a l f  were t he  
s p e a ke r s  who i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  on t he  h u s t i n g s .  T y p i c a l l y ,  t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l  was a p romi nen t  l o c a l  c i t i z e n  whose speech  f o l l owed  a p a t ­
t e r n  o f  p r a i s i n g  C o l q u i t t  and l a mb a s t i n g  h i s  o p p o n e n t s . ^
The i n f l u e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  endor semen t s  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  c and idacy  
was a n o t h e r  method o f  moulding h i s  i n a r t i s t i c  image.  Thi s  t e ch n i q u e  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  both i n d i v i d u a l  and group s a n c t i o n s .
Seve ra l  i n d i v i d u a l s  p u b l i c l y  acknowledged t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  
C o l q u i t t .  M. H. G o s s e t t ,  "a c o n s i s t e n t  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t , "  i n  an open l e t ­
t e r  t o  t h e  Kaufman [Texas ]  Da i l y  P o s t , wro t e  t h a t  in  h i s  " judgement  
whe ther  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e rn o r  f a v o r s  o r  opposes  p r o h i b i t i o n  i s  n o t  a 
v i t a l  o r  m a t e r i a l  i n q u i r y  in t h i s  c o n t e s t . "  He then  added:
Mr. C o l q u i t t  has  been a p u b l i c  s p i r i t e d  and h o n es t  c i t i z e n  of  
Kaufman county  f o r  twenty  y e a r s ,  and has proven in an eminen t  degree  
h i s  c a p a c i t y  in  s e v e r a l  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s ,  r emarkab le  a p t n e s s  f o r  u s e ­
fu l  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .
I t  i s  my good f o r t u n e  t o  have a p e r s on a l  and f r i e n d l y  a c q u a i n t ­
ance wi t h  a l l  o f  t he  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  g o v e rn o r ,  and I e s t eem them 
honor ab l e  and p a t r i o t i c  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e ,  bu t  I am p e r ­
suaded t h a t  t h e r e  can be no s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n  b u t  t h a t  t he  democracy 
o f  Kaufman county  w i l l  g ive  i t s  f e l l o w - c i t i z e n ,  Mr. C o l q u i t t ,  t h a t  
c r e d i t a b l e  m a j o r i t y  t o  which h i s  m e r i t s  as  a democr a t ,  a c i t i z e n  
and a p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  o f  t he  s t a t e  j u s t l y  e n t i t l e  h i m. 45
48
Houston Dai ly  P o s t , August  8,  1906.
44 Da l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  9 ,  1910,  and Houston Da i ly  P o s t ,  
June 14,  1912.
45
Kaufman [Texas] Daily  P o s t , J u ly  25, 1906.
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A o ne - t i me  opponent  o f  C o l q u i t t ,  Uni ted  S t a t e  Congressman A l b e r t  S.
46Bu r l e so n ,  who l a t e r  became P o s t m a s t e r  General  in W i l s o n ' s  c a b i n e t ,  
commented:
I have watched wi th  i n t e r e s t  t he  c o u r s e  pur sued  by Governor  
C o l q u i t t  d u r i n g  t h i s  campaign,  and whereas  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  he 
has been s o l e l y  t r i e d ,  i t  has been g r a t i f y i n g  t o  me t h a t  he has 
i n v a r i a b l y  upheld  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  o f f i c e  he ho lds  and a t  
t h e  same t ime a s s e r t e d  t h e  r i g h t ,  which ,  as  a c i t i z e n ,  i t  was no t  
on l y  h i s  p r i v i l e g e ,  bu t  h i s  du t y  t o  e x e r c i s e — t o  r a i s e  h i s  v o i ce  in 
s u p p o r t  o f  t h o s e  p o l i c i e s  which he b e l i e v e s  w i l l  redound t o  t he  
b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  our  S t a t e .  As you know, I d id  n o t  s u p p o r t  him in 
h i s  l a s t  r a c e  f o r  t he  g o v e r n o r s h i p ,  bu t  I have d e t e r m i n e d ,  r e g a r d ­
l e s s  o f  t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  c o n t e s t  and r e g a r d l e s s  o f  who may oppose 
him, t o  l end  my humble endeavor s  towards  s e c u r i n g  h i s  r en omi na t i on  
as  h i s  own s u c c e s s o r .  I do t h i s  because  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  by h i s  
c ou r s e  as gove rnor  he has d e se rv ed  i t . 47
Group endorsements  came from such o r g a n i z a t i o n s  as  a t e a c h e r s '
group who applauded  C o l q u i t t  "because  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  e d u c a t i o n , "
a C o l q u i t t  C i t i z e n s '  Committee composed o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  from a l l  ove r
t h e  s t a t e  who d e s i g n a t e d  C o l q u i t t  as  "one Governor  who has t r i e d  t o  l i v e
up t o  h i s  p l a t o f r m  p ledges  [ and]  . . . c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o u g h t  f o r  h i s
49measures  approved by t h e  peop le  who e l e c t e d  h im,"  and "One hundred 
and f i f t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c i t i z e n s  from ev e r y  walk o f  l i f e  in Texas" 
who c h a r a c t e r i z e d  C o l q u i t t  "As a f a i t h f u l  and f e a r l e s s  exponen t  o f  t h e s e  
p r i n c i p l e s  [ t e a c h i n g  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e  and t h e  r i g h t  o f  l o c a l  s e l f  
gove rnment ] ,  as  a p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  o f  proved a b i l i t y  and as  a man o f  
c l ea n  p u b l i c  l i f e . "  These a c c o l a d e s  were fo l l owe d  by a long l i s t  o f
46Webb, p. 248.
^ H o u s t o n  Da i ly  P o s t , May 21,  1911.
48 C i r c u l a r ,  Campaign o f  1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  Aus t in  Arch i ves .
49 Pamphlet, Campaign o f  1912, C o l q u i t t  P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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50names and pe rhaps  gave added s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  endor semen t s .
C o l q u i t t ’s p r i v a t e  c o r r e s p o n de nc e  r e v e a l e d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  e t hos
b u i l d i n g  t e c h n i q u e .  His f i l e s  a r e  r e p l e t e  wi t h  l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  from
51h i s  f r i e n d s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  Most o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  took t he  form o f
a s s e s s i n g  t h e  wor th  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  c h a r a c t e r  and a p l edge  t o  f u r t h e r
h i s  cause  in any way p o s s i b l e .  From T e r r e l l  came an o f f e r  t o  "speak
a good.word f o r  a man I have known f o r  20 y e a r s  and know he w i l l  make
52t h e  b e s t  gov.  t h e  s t a t e  e v e r  h a d . "  A v o t e r  from Kaufman v o l u n t e e r e d
t o  use  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  in South and Cen t r a l  Texas "as  a c o l o r e d  man . . . "
53because  he f e l t  C o l q u i t t  u n d e r s t oo d  " t he  g r e a t  needs  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "
A fo r mer  Arkansas  c i t i z e n ,  t hen  l i v i n g  in San An t on i o ,  informed C o l q u i t t
t h a t  he was "an Ark.  P o l i t i c i a n  o f  t h e  J e f f  Davis k ind"  who had he lped
" to  pu l l  him [ Da v i s ]  t h r ough  e ve r y  t i m e . "  He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  he cou ld  do
l i k e w i s e  f o r  C o l q u i t t  and promised i f  C o l q u i t t  would send him a " l o t  o f
l i t e r a t u r e  and p i c t u r e s  [he  would]  s ee  t h a t  eve r y  f a r me r  between he re
[San An t on i o ]  and Texarkana  [ g o t ]  o n e . "  He t hen  a d v i s e d  C o l q u i t t  t o
"Tel l  t h e  p eop l e  who you a r e  and convince  them t h a t  t he  ve ry  humbles t
man in t he  walks  o f  l i f e  w i l l  be as welcome a t  t h e  Cap i t o l  a t  Aus t in  i f
54you a r e  e l e c t e d  as  t he  r i c h e s t  [man] . "  Many o f  t h e s e  pe r s ona l  e n do r s e -  
50 B r o a d s i d e ,  Campaign o f  1 S I 0 ,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h iv e s .
^ S e e  Ch ap t e r  3,  pp.  3 ,  19,  and 39.
5?
L e t t e r  from P o r t e r  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  21,  1906,  C o l q u i t t  
Pa pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar c h i v es .
^ L e t t e r  from Grant  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  21 , 1906,  C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t in  Ar c h i v es .
54L e t t e r  from Har is  to  C o l q u i t t ,  June 29, 1905, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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55merits were l a t e r  p u b l i s h e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  e l e c t o r a t e .
The h e i g h t  o f  e t ho s  by word o f  mouth was r e v e a l e d  in a form l e t ­
t e r  by a w h o le s a l e  g r o c e r  t o  h i s  t r a v e l i n g  s a l e sman .  In p a r t ,  t h e  
l e t t e r  s t a t e d :
We n e ve r  b e l i e v e  in mixing p o l i t i c s  wi t h  b u s i n e s s ,  as  t h e  two 
do no t  work wel l  t o g e t h e r .
We b e l i e v e ,  however ,  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h i s  f i r m  and t he  
i n t e r e s t  o f  eve r y  c i t i z e n  o f  Kaufman County . . . a r e  l a r g e l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  in t he  can d i d a cy  o f  our  wor thy  c i t i z e n  and n e i g h b o r ,
Hon. 0. B. C o l q u i t t  in h i s  r ac e  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Governor  o f  t he  
g r e a t  S t a t e  o f  Texas.
B e l i e v i n g  t h i s ,  we d e s i r e  t o  c a l l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  our  sa lesmen 
and t r a v e l i n g  men t o  Mr. C o l q u i t t ' s  c and i dacy  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  and 
w h i l e  we do no t  want  you t o  a l l o w  p o l i t i c s  in  t he  l e a s t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
wi t h  y ou r  d u t i e s  as  sa l esmen o f  t h i s  f i r m ,  s t i l l  we want  you t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  we r e g a r d  t h e  cand i dacy  o f  Hon. 0. B. C o l q u i t t  t o  our  
i n t e r e s t ,  and any word t h a t  you may say  in h i s  b e h a l f  w i l l  be a p p r e ­
c i a t e d  by us .  . . .
There  has been an imp r es s i on  made by t h o s e  opposed t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  
c and i dacy  t h a t  he i s  w i t h o u t  f r i e n d s  in h i s  own town.
We want  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  t h i s  e r ro n e ou s  i mp r es s i o n .
C o l q u i t t  has come from t he  masses and by hard  work and c o n s c i ­
e n t i o u s  endeavor  has made a s u c c e s s  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  which he has 
u n d e r t a ke n .
He has done more t o  a l l e v i a t e  t he  i n e q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
r a i l r o a d  c o r p o r a t i o n s  and t h e  e x p re s s  companies  d ur i n g  t h e  t ime  he 
has s e r v ed  as R a i l r o a d  Commissioner  t han  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  R a i l r o a d  Com­
m i s s i o n e r s  combined.
He would make Texas an i de a l  Governor ;  one whom eve r y  c i t i z e n  
cou ld  f e e l  j u s t l y  proud o f .  . . .
Anything you can do f o r  him,  as  s u g g e s t e d  in t h i s  c i r c u l a r ,  
w i t h o u t  be ing  o f f i c i o u s  in  any manner ,  would be a p p r e c i a t e d  by t he  
f i r m  which g i ve s  you employment .
The i n f l u e n c e  o f  campaign l i t e r a t u r e  was a dominant  e l emen t  in
t h e  advancement  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  image.  He made e x t e n s i v e  use
57o f  p amph l e t s ,  b r o a d s i d e s ,  p r i n t e d  s p ee c h e s ,  and speech e x c e r p t s .
55 B u l l e t i n ,  C o l q u i t t  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Campaign o f  1912,  June 5,  
1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t i n .
56 C i r c u l a r  l e t t e r  from Craddock to  t r a v e l i n g  sa lesman,  April  29,
1906, C o l q u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
^ S e e  Chapter  3,  pp. 9,  23, and 41.
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The campaign l i t e r a t u r e ,  w h i l e  aimed a t  s e l l i n g  C o l q u i t t ' s  t o t a l  package,  
f r e q u e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  m a t e r i a l s  d e s i gn ed  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  r e i n f o r c e  h i s  
image.  A 1906 pamphle t  d e c l a r e d :
C o l q u i t t  i s  a man o f  s t r o n g  i n i t i a t i v e .  He i s  a man who does as 
wel l  as says  t h i n g s .  He i s  t h e  R oo se ve l t  o f  Texas .  Make him Gov­
e r n o r  o f  Texas ,  and in  l e s s  t han  a y e a r  e ve r y  m o t h e r ' s  son o f  t h o s e  
who opposed him w i l l  be proud t h a t  he i s  Go v e rn o r . 58
From a 1910 b r o a d s i d e  came t h e  c o l o r f u l  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  was
a s t r a i g h t - f r o m - t h e - s h o l d e r  f i g h t e r .  He has t h e  courage  o f  h i s  
c o n v i c t i o n s  and he n ev er  knows when he i s  whipped.  He i s n ' t  a 
mas q u e ra de r ,  a h y p o c r i t e ,  a t r i mmer  o r  a q u i t t e r .  He began as  a 
p r i n t e r  boy w i t h o u t  money o r  w i t h o u t  f r i e n d s  and he has f o u g h t  h i s  
own b a t t l e s  in  h i s  own way d u r i n g  a l l  t h e  y e a r s  o f  a busy l i f e .
When s u c c e s s f u l  he has n e ve r  b o a s t e d ;  d e f e a t e d  he has never  
s q uea l e d  l i k e  a s t u c k  p ig  o r  squawked l i k e  a f a t  goose wor s t ed  in 
a c o n t e s t  wi t h  a game c h i c k e n .  E. A. Cal v in  i s  emi ne n t l y  c o r r e c t .  
C o l q u i t t  i s  a ve ry  i nde pen d e n t  chap and s n i f f s  l i k e  a f r e e  bronco 
on t h e  f r e e  r ange  when t h e  man wi t h  t he  b ra nd i n g  i r o n  g e t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  h a i l i n g  d i s t a n c e .  Men a r e  born f r e e ,  in t h e  South a t  l e a s t ,  
and r e a l  men have no use f o r  b ra n d i n g  i r o n s  o r  b r a n d s . 59
A 1912 b u l l e t i n  p r o c la ime d :
When t h e  peop le  meet  t h e  Governor  f a c e  t o  f ac e  and h e a r  him 
s pea k ,  when t h e y  l a y  a s i d e  a l l  p r e j u d i c e s ,  and measure t h e  Gover­
n o r ' s  p o l i c i e s  which a r e  o f  pure  democracy,  f r e e  o f  a l l  i sms ,  then 
t he y  know t h e i r  Governor  and l i k e  him b e t t e r  t han  e v e r  b e f o r e .  
Governor  C o l q u i t t  i s  a human man, i n t e n s e l y  human and k ind .  He 
says  what  he t h i n k s  and does  what  he t h i n k s  i s  r i g h t .  His o f f i ­
c i a l  r e c o r d  w h i l e  wrought  under  many o b s t a c l e s  s t a n d s  a g r e a t  
c r e d i t  t o  t h e  Governor  and t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s . 60
Newspaper c ove r age  a cco r ded  C o l q u i t t  was a p o t e n t  conveyer  o f  
e t h o s .  S ince  t he  newspaper  was t h e  on l y  form o f  mass media d ur i n g  h i s
CQ
Pamphle t ,  Campaign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
59 B ro a d s i d e ,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h iv e s .
finB u l l e t i n ,  C o lq u i t t  H e a d q u a r te r s , Campaign o f  1912, June 8,
1912, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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campaigns ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  p r e s s  cou ld  be a dec ided  a s s e t  o r  a
d i s t i n c t  l i a b i l i t y .  C o l q u i t t ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  was g e n e r a l l y  f a vo re d  by
Texas newspaper s .  Hugh Nugent F i t z g e r a l d ,  d e s i g n a t e d  as  " t he  dean o f
61Texas p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r s , "  g i v e s  a f i r s t h a n d  accoun t  o f  t he  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  Texas gove r no r s  from Hogg t o  Moody. C o l q u i t t ,  F i t z g e r a l d  s a y s ,  "was 
one o f  t h e  b e s t  copy makers t h a t  e v e r  he ld  o f f i c e  in Texas ;  newspaper  men 
were h i s  f r i e n d s ;  h i s  o f f i c e  and t h e  mansion were open t o  them a t  a l l  
t i m e s .
Al l  o f  t h e  Texas newspapers  were no t  f r i e n d l y  t o  C o l q u i t t .
C O
However,  he r e c e i v e d  s u p p o r t  from t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  them. T h i s ,  
coup led  w i t h  h i s  knack f o r  making news,  r e s u l t e d  in c o n s i d e r a b l e  cov­
e r a g e  o f  h i s  campaigns .  His campaign t r a i l s  were f r e q u e n t l y  fo l l owed
64by a co rps  o f  r e p o r t e r s  who o f t e n  d e t a i l e d  in l a u d a t o r y  terms  t h e  
s i z e  and t emperament  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e s ,  t he  magni tude  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n s ,  and summar ies ,  e x c e r p t s ,  o r  f u l l  co p i e s  o f  t he  
s pee ch es .  A s u r v ey  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h e a d l i n e s  and s u b h ea d l i n e s  w i l l  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o p u l a r i t y  as  r e v e a l e d  t h rough  news-
61Webb, p. 604.
62 Hugh Nugent  F i t z g e r a l d ,  Governors  I Have Known ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  
Aus t in -Amer i can  S t a t e s m a n , 1927) ,  p.  32.
63 In 1906 C o l q u i t t  had t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t he  Houston Da i ly  P o s t , 
t h e  Beaumont [Texas ]  E n t e r p r i s e , t h e  Da l l a s  [Texas ]  Democrat , t h e  Da l l a s  
[Texas ]  Times H e r a l d , and t h e  San Antonio  [Texas ]  E x p r e s s . He was 
opposed by t h e  Houston C h r o n i c l e , t he  D a l l a s - G a l v e s t o n  [Texas ]  News, 
and t h e  Da l l a s  Morning News; Huckaby,  pp.  148-49.  In 1910 he added t o  
t h o s e  a l r e a d y  s u p p o r t i n g  him t h e  Fo r t  Worth [Texas ]  Record and t h e  
Fo r t  Worth [Texas ]  S t a r - T e l e g r a m . Those newspapers  no t  s u p p o r t i n g  him 
in 1906 d id  n o t  s u p p o r t  him in 1910; Huckaby,  pp.  213-15.  In 1912 t h e  
p a t t e r n  o f  s u p p o r t  was b a s i c a l l y  t he  same as in 1910; Huckaby,  p.  301.
r n
Wi chi t a  Weekly Times [Wi ch i t a  F a l l s ,  Te xa s ] ,  March 19,  1910,  
and Da l l a s  Morning News, March 19,  1906.
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p aper  cover age .
Memorable day in c i t y ' s  h i s t o r y ;  Mr. C o l q u i t t  opened h i s  cam­
pa ign  f o r  Governor  under  most  f a v o r a b l e  a u s p i c e s ;  many prominen t  
v i s i t o r s  h e r e ,  much e n t hu s i a s m m a n i f e s t e d . 65
10,000 c h e e r  0.  B. C o l q u i t t ;  g r e a t  o v a t i o n ;  s o l i d  a c r e  o f  humani ty ;  
men and women g r e e t  home r u l e  c a n d i d a t e  on f i r s t  a pp ea r ance  in 
F o r t  Wor t h . 66
He n a i l e d  l i e s ;  C o l q u i t t  recommended t he  golden  r u l e  t o  h i s  s l a n ­
d e r e r s ;  on ly  f r a n k  c a n d i d a t e ;  a s p i r a n t  b e l i e v e s  he i s  t h e  on l y  man 
in r a c i n g  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n fe s s  t o  even t r i v i a l  human f r a i l  t i e s . 67
C o l q u i t t  g iven royal  r e c e p t i o n  in Grayson County;  g r e a t  crowds 
h e a r  and app laude  him a t  Van A l s tyne  and Sherman;  e n th u s i a s m  runs  
h i g h ;  banner s  b e a r i n g  i n s c r i p t i o n  "Sherman f o r  C o l q u i t t  and Con­
s t i t u t i o n "  a r e  c o n s p i c u o u s . 6°
Packed house g r e e t s  C o l q u i t t  in D a l l a s ;  M a j e s t i c  T h e a t e r  o v e r f l o w s ;  
c o r d i a l  r e c e p t i o n ;  d e c l a r e s  B a i l e y  "Bi gges t  Democrat" a t  p r e s e n t  
t ime wh i l e  r e p l y i n g  t o  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  from a u d i e n c e . 69
Immense crowd ch ee r s  as  Governor  h i t s  t he  h igh s p o t :  . . .  he 
c o u ra g eo u s l y  t e l l s  o f  o pponen t s '  p l an  t o  d e f e a t  him; he o u t l i n e s  
t h e  ach i evement s  o f  h i s  t e rm;  t e l l s  o f  penal  r e fo rm s i n c e  he was 
e l e c t e d ,  e x p l a i n s  removal o f  pens ion  c l e r k ,  r e p l i e s  t o  many a t t a c k s ,  
some o f  them s l a n d e r o u s ,  made by Judge Ramsey.70
Another  e f f e c t i v e  method o f  advancing  C o l q u i t t ' s  i n a r t i s t i c
image was t h a t  o f  t h e  commonly used e d i t o r i a l  endor semen t .  In t he
advocacy o f  h i s  1910 c a n d i d a c y ,  t he  Houston Da i ly  P o s t  a rgued  t h a t
Of a l l  t he  c a n d i d a t e s  who seek t he  d e mo cr a t i c  n o mi na t io n ,  Mr. 
C o l q u i t t  i s  in t h e  P o s t ' s  judgement ,  t he  one b e s t  f i t t e d  f o r  t he  
r e q u i r e me n t s  o f  t h i s  t ime .
He i s  f i r s t  o f  a l l  a sound democr a t ,  and h i s  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  
has demons t r a t ed  t h a t  he i s  a h i g h l y  compe t en t ,  c o ur a ge ou s ,  b r oad-
Da i l y  Ga z e t t e  [McKinney,  T e x a s ] ,  May 13,  1910.
^ F o r t  Worth Record , J u l y  19,  1910.
^ H o u s t o n  Da i ly  P o s t , J u l y  6 ,  1910.
^ F o r t  Worth Record , J u l y  12,  1910.
69
Da l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  21,  1910.
^ A u s t i n  S tatesman,  Ju ly  16, 1912.
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minded,  p a t r i o t i c  and i n t e l l i g e n t  o f f i c i a l .
He i s  p os s e s s e d  o f  a s t r a i n  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  t h a t  i s  needed in 
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e .
His d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s e r v i c e  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  commission had i n d i ­
c a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  he i s  wel l  f i t t e d  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t he  p o l i c i e s  upon 
which h i s  c and i dacy  i s  based .
He t h i n k s  c l e a r l y ,  a c t s  wi t h  d e c i s i o n  and i s  t emp e ram en t a l l y  
a dap t e d  t o  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k s  which r e q u i r e  good j udgement ,  a s t r o n g  
s ens e  o f  j u s t i c e  and an abundance o f  c o u r a g e ,  ener gy  and pu r pos e .
I t  i s  because  in t h e s e  r e s p e c t s  he e x c e l s  t h a t  t h e  P os t  p r e ­
f e r s  him t o  t h o s e  who a r e  a s k i n g  f o r  t he  n o m i n a t i o n . 71
On t h e  day o f  h i s  f i r s t  i n a ug u r a l  t h e  Beaumont E n t e r p r i s e  t o l d  i t s
r e a d e r s  t h a t
Mr. C o l q u i t t  p o s s e s s e s  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  e x p e c i a l l y  f i t  him f o r  t he  
o f f i c e ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  i n t e l l e c t  and v i g o r ,  and no man has more i n t i ­
mate knowledge o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  needs  and i t s  a f f a i r s  o f  government .  
He has r en de red  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s e r v i c e  as s e n a t o r  and r a i l r o a d  com­
m i s s i o n e r ,  and t h e  s t e p  t o  t he  h i g h e s t  o f f i c e  i s  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  
peop le  o f  Texas i s  l a r g e l y  a reward f o r  du ty  wel l  pe r formed.  Mr. 
C o l q u i t t  has worked h i s  way up from t he  ranks  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  and 
t h e  honor  c o n f e r r e d  upon him i s  a n o t h e r  l e s s o n  o f  encouragement  t o  
t h e  boy who has t o  make h i s  way o v e r  o b s t a c l e s .  Mr. C o l q u i t t ,  t h e  
man, won h i s  f i g h t  on i n t r i n s i c  m e r i t ,  which i s  t h e  same t h a t  
e n ab le d  Mr. C o l q u i t t ,  t h e  g o v e rn o r ,  t o  win h i s  f i g h t .  Bes ides  he 
teems wi th  t h e  Texas s p i r i t ,  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t he  day and t i m e ,  and 
r e f l e c t s  t h e  hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b e s t  c i t i z e n r y  on e a r t h .  
He has promised t o  d evo t e  h i m s e l f  t o  t he  m a t e r i a l  advancement  o f  
t h e  s t a t e ,  and knowing so wel l  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and r e s o u r c e s  no 
incoming g ove r no r  has been b e t t e r  equipped  t o  b r i n g  abou t  t h e  end 
most  d e s i r e d  by t h e  p e o p l e ,  p r o s p e r i t y  and p e a c e . 72
Thus ,  i t  a ppea r s  t h a t  t he  newspapers  no t  only  kep t  C o l q u i t t ' s  
name and image c o n s t a n t l y  i n  p u b l i c  view,  bu t  p r o j e c t e d  them t o  a r e a s  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  somet imes n o t  r e ached  by o t h e r  media.  Such emphas is  on 
t h e  c a n d i d a t e  was bound t o  have a dec i ded  impact  on t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .
C o l q u i t t  used h i s  r e c o r d  as  gove rnor  o f  t he  s t a t e  o f  Texas to  
e s t a b l i s h  both  h i s  i n a r t i s t i c  and a r t i s t i c  e t h o s .  Because so much o f  
h i s  s p e a k i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1912 campaign,  s t r e s s e d  h i s  gub-
^ H o u s t o n  Da i l y  P o s t , Februray  16,  1910. 
72 Beaumont E n t e r p r i s e , January  1, 1911.
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e r n a t o r i a l  a ch i e ve men t s ,  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  image w i l l  be i l l u s t r a t e d  
t hrough  t he  speeches  t h e ms e l ve s .
Brembeck and Howel l ,  in d e l i n e a t i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  e t h o s ,  quo te
the  t r a d i t i o n a l  A r i s t o t e l i a n  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e rm.  The a u t h o r s  then
conclude  t h a t  wh i l e  r e p u t a t i o n  o r  t he  i n a r t i s t i c  image o f  t h e  s p e a k e r
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  " A r i s t o t l e  [ s t r e s s e d ]  t h a t  t h e  c onduc t  o f  t h e  s p e a ke r
and t he  speech i t s e l f ,  can do much t o  communicate t h e  ' p r o b i t y '  o f  t he
73s p e a ke r  t o  t he  a u d i e n c e . "  The n ex t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  w i l l  be concerned wi t h  t h e  i mp r es s i o n  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  " c r e a t e d
74by t he  speech i t s e l f , "  which c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  o f  
Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t .
Three d i s t i n c t  a s p e c t s  o f  C o l q u i t t ,  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  emerged upon 
an exami na t ion  o f  h i s  sp ee ch es .  They r e v e a l e d  1) t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  r a p ­
p o r t  o r  a tmosphere  o f  good w i l l  wi t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  2) t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  
knowledge and 3) t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s .
One o f  t he  t e c h n i q u e s  used in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f r i e n d l y  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  stemmed from h i s  f r e q u e n t s  compl iments  o f  
t he  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  h i s  a u d i e nc e .  For example ,  in t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
h i s  speech a t  Haske l l  in 1909,  he commented on t h e  growth and d e v e l o p ­
ment o f  t h a t  West Texas town.  He remarked:
I am more than  g l a d  t o  come t o  t h i s  g r e a t  s e c t i o n  o f  ou r  S t a t e  
and mingle  wi th  and speak t o  t h e  peop le  abou t  m a t t e r s  o f  concern  
t o  them. I am d e l i g h t e d  t o  n o t e  t h e  growth and development  h e r e ,  
and am in  f u l l  sympathy wi th  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  make f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s ;  
b u t  b e f o r e  coming he re  I knew t h e  p r o g r e s s  you were making f o r  in 
t h e  R a i l r oa d  Commission o f f i c e  we have d a i l y  r emi nde r s  o f  y o u r  
e f f o r t s  and e n e r g i e s  and p r o g r e s s .  Thi s  i n c r e a s e  i n  r a i l r o a d  m i l e ­
age and t h e  tonnage  of  t h e  r a i l w a y s  a r e  e v i d e n c e s  o f  y o u r  p r o s p e r -
^Brembeck  and Howel l ,  p.  245.  
^ C o o p e r ,  p.  8.
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C o l q u i t t ' s  Wi ch i t a  F a l l s  Speech in 1910 a f f o r d e d  him an oppor ­
t u n i t y  t o  p r a i s e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h a t  c i t y ' s  c i t i z e n s .  He s t a t e d :
Looking ove r  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  a p l a c e  in  which t o  f o r m a l l y  open 
my canvass  f o r  g ove r no r  o f  Texas ,  I s e l e c t e d  Wich i t a  F a l l s ,  
because  yo u r  p r o g r e s s ,  e n t e r p r i s e  and development  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  
t h e  p r o g r e s s  and deve lopment  I want  t o  s ee  p r e v a i l  a l l  o ve r  t he  
S t a t e .  Thi s  p r o g r e s s  and deve lopment ,  I b e l i e v e ,  should  be t he  
f i r s t  c a r e  o f  t he  n e x t  g ov e r n o r  o f  Texas .  I know something o f  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  t h e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  c i t i z e n s  o f  Wich i t a  F a l l s ,  have made t o  
b r i n g  t h i s  community t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  and growth.  
I t  i s  no smal l  t a s k  t o  b u i l d  and deve l op  a c i t y ;  i t  i s  s t i l l  a
g r e a t e r  u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  b u i l d  and deve l op  a S t a t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  one
wi th  t he  immense a r e a  o f  Texas .  To do e i t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h e r e  
must  be c o n c e s s i o n s ,  un i son  o f  e f f o r t  and f a i r  d e a l i n g ;  and t he  
laws should  be such as  t o  r e s t r a i n  and p r o h i b i t  u n f a i r  d e a l i n g ;  
bu t  t he y  shou ld  be f a i r  and j u s t  and p r o t e c t  l e g i t i m a t e  i n v e s t ­
ment s ,  s t i m u l a t e  i n d u s t r y  and encour age  development .
You have succeeded  h e r e  t o  a deg r ee  t h a t  i s  r e ma r k a b l e ,  and i t  
i s  a g r e a t  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  i n d o m i t a b l e  w i l l ,  i n d u s t r y  and go-ahead-  
t i v e n e s s  [ s i c ]  o f  y o u r  p eo p l e .  I am g l a d ,  t o o ,  t h a t  I s e l e c t e d  a 
community b ig  and broad  enough in i t s  p o l i t i c a l  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  a l l  
i t s  c i t i z e n s  t o  c o - o p e r a t e ,  as  I s ee  you have done,  t o  make i t
p l e a s a n t  f o r  me and my f r i e n d s  upon t h i s  o c c a s i o n . 76
At Sherman in 1912 C o l q u i t t  l auded  both  t h e  coun ty  and i t s
r e s i d e n t s .  At t h e  same t ime he e x p r e s s e d  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e
s u p p o r t  t h e  coun ty  had g iven  him in p r e v i o u s  campaigns .  He s a i d :
I was g l ad  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  f r i e n d s  t o  open my cam­
paign f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n  h e r e  in t h i s  g r e a t  coun ty  and in t h i s  c e n t e r  
o f  s ch oo l s  and r e f i n e m e n t s .  Grayson coun t y  i s  made up o f  b r o a d­
minded,  i n t e l l i g e n t  and generous  p eo p l e .  She has f u r n i s h e d  t he  
S t a t e  wi th  many a b l e  and t r u e  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s ,  and,  in t h e  p a s t ,  
as  she w i l l  in t h e  f u t u r e ,  has had g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  in s hap ing  
p u b l i c  p o l i c y  in t h i s  S t a t e .
I remember w i t h  p l e a s u r e  and now acknowledge wi t h  g r a t i t u d e  
t he  vo te  o f  endorsement  Grayson county  gave me when I was f i r s t  
e l e c t e d  on t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commission in 1902,  t o  succeed  t h e  lamen-
75Copy o f  speech  d e l i v e r e d  a t  H a s k e l l ,  Texas ,  September  17,  
1909,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
A r c h i ve s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  Haskel l  Speech.
7 fi
Copy o f  open ing  speech  d e l i v e r e d  a t  Wich i t a  F a l l s ,  Texas ,  
March 17,  1910,  Campaign o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas 
a t  Aus t in  A r c h i v e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
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t e d  John H. Reagan,  and a ga i n  in 1910 when you gave me a s p l e n d i d  
p l u r a l i t y  o f  o ve r  n ine  hundred vo t e s  f o r  Governor  o f  t h e  S t a t e .
C o l q u i t t  f u r t h e r  g e n e r a t e d  good w i l l  by r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s pea k i ng
o c c a s i o n s .  In h i s  c l o s i n g  speech o f  t h e  1906 canvas s  a t  T e r r e l l ,  he
acknowledged t h a t  " the  s p l e n d i d  r e c e p t i o n  a cco r ded  [him] by [ h i s ]  home
77peop le  would e v e r  be a p r e c i o u s  memory f o r  [ h i m ] . "  He t e rmed t h e
r e c e p t i o n  g iven  him in  Cleburne  in 1910 " e v e r y t h i n g  I cou ld  wish 
78f o r  . . . . "  A f t e r  be ing  p r e s e n t e d  f l o w e r s  a t  h i s  c l o s i n g  speech
in  1912,  C o l q u i t t  r emarked ,  "I  p r i z e  t h e s e  f l o w e r s  . . . more than
words can t e l l  and t he  b e a u t i f u l  s e n t i m e n t  which accompanied them,  bu t
79more t han  a l l ,  I p r i z e  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  t h i s  s p l e n d i d  p e o p l e . "
A second t e c h n i q u e  employed by C o l q u i t t  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  r a p ­
p o r t  w i t h  h i s  a ud i enc e  was h i s  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  C on fe de r a t e  s o l d i e r .  His 
a u d i en c e  o f t e n  i nc lu de d  members o f  t h i s  v e n e r a t e d  group and h i s  e x p r e s ­
s i o n  o f  concern  e l i c i t e d  approval  by o t h e r  members o f  t h e  a u d i en c e .
C o l q u i t t ' s  most  e l o q u e n t  p l e a  f o r  t he  e x - s o l d i e r  was in a 1906 
speech a t  Be l ton .  On t h a t  oc ca s i on  he d e c l a r e d :
I hope t h a t  God may w i t h e r  t h i s  hand and p a l s y  t h i s  tongue i f  I 
s h a l l  e v e r  be found ready  o r  w i l l i n g  t o  p e r v e r t  t h e  he ro i sm t he  
v a l o r ,  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  and t he  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  men who fo l l owed  Lee 
and Jackson  and Johnson and F o r r e s t  i n t o  a means o f  o b t a i n i n g  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e .  (Tremendous a p p l a u s e . ) 8 0
Copy o f  open ing  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  Sherman,  Texas ,  Apr i l  27,
1912,  Campagin o f  1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in
A r c h i v e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  Sherman Speech.
70
Cleburne  [Texas ]  Da i ly  E n t e r p r i s e , J u l y  1,  1910.
79
Aus t in  S t a t e s m a n , J u l y  27,  1912.
80 Copy o f  speech d e l iv e r e d  a t  Bel ton ,  Texas , June 4,  1906,
Campaign o f  1906, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin
A rch ives ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as Belton Speech.
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Another  example o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  r e s p e c t  f o r  t he  o l d  s o l d i e r s  was 
ev idenced  in an e a r l i e r  speech  made a t  McKinney in 1906. There  he 
p l edged:
I f  I am c a l l e d  t o  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  Gov­
e r n o r ,  I s h a l l  do what  I can in a p r o p e r  way t o  make t h e  d e c l i n i n g  
y e a r s  o f  t h o s e  who need t h e  p u b l i c  bounty  e a s y  and p l e a s a n t .  I t  i s  
t h e  duty  o f  t h e  younge r  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  South in making an e f f o r t  
t o  c a r e  f o r  them and t o  bes tow t h e  generous  c a r e  a d u t i f u l  son would 
devo t e  t o  h i s  f a t h e r - - n o t  p en ur i o us  and n i g g a r d l y ,  bu t  generous  and 
a f f e c t i o n a t e .
A more u n i v e r s a l  appea l  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r a p ­
p o r t  w i t h  h i s  a ud ien c e  was made in  C o l q u i t t ' s  1906 opening speech a t  
McKinney. There  he vo i c ed  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t
t h e  need o f  t h e  hour  i s  t he  f a i t h f u l  pe r fo rmance  o f  du t y  by p u b l i c  
s e r v a n t s ,  and a f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  p l ed g es  made in t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
t h e  masses .  . . .  I hope t o  be t h e  p e o p l e ' s  c a n d i d a t e .  I w i l l  
no t  be t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  and too l  o f  any combina t ion  o r  s e l f i s h  i n t e r ­
e s t s .  . . .  I w i l l  meet  t h e  i s s u e s  s q u a r e l y  and t e l l  t h e  people  
what  I t h i n k  t h e y  ough t  t o  know. I make no appeal  t o  c a s t e ,  c l a s s ,  
o r  c l a n ,  bu t  appea l  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  r ea son  and judgement .  The 
p u b l i c ' s  w e l f a r e  and e v e r y  c i t i z e n ' s  p r o p e r t y ,  and each c i t i z e n ' s  
r i g h t s  ought  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  equal  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t he  l aw,  and each 
ought  t o  be e q u a l l y  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  a government  r e g u l a t e d  by l a w . 81
These s e n t i m e n t s ,  r e f l e c t e d  in a number o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
82
a d d r e s s e s ,  pe rhaps  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  a r t i s t i c  image o f  t he  
s pea ke r .
C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f o r t s  a t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i m s e l f  as  a knowledgeable  
i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  second d i s t i n c t  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  a r t i s t i c  e t h o s .  
Al though he o f t e n  l amented  t h a t  he d id  "no t  . . . en jo y  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f
81 Copy o f  open ing  speech  d e l i v e r e d  a t  McKinney, Texas ,  June 4,  
1906,  Campaign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
A r c h i v es ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  McKinney Speech.
82 See Be l ton  Speech;  Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech;  Houston Da i l y  P o s t , 
June 16,  1910;  and Au s t in  S t a t e s man ,  J u l y  8 ,  1912.
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83a c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  . . . , "  and a l t ho ug h  h i s  modesty pe rhaps  p r e ­
c luded  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  o f  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p rowess ,  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  n e v e r ­
t h e l e s s ,  de mo ns t r a t ed  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  in s e v e r a l  a r e a s .
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r e c o r d  o f t e n  demon­
s t r a t e d  t h a t  he was knowledgeable  i n  a f f a i r s  o f  Texas government .  In 
h i s  Haske l l  Speech in 1909 C o l q u i t t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  development  o f  t he  
r a i l r o a d s  in  t he  s t a t e .  His a ud i enc e  was reminded o f  h i s  t e n u r e  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  on t he  R a i l r oa d  Commission,  a p o s i t i o n  which gave c redence  
t o  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  as an e x p e r t  w i t n e s s .  He s t a t e d :
Wi thin  t h e  same t e r r i t o r y  wes t  o f  t he  l i n e  I have ment ioned 
r a i l r o a d  b u i l d i n g  and development  have been t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  t o o ,  
s i n c e  I have been a member o f  t h e  Commission.  Since  1903,  1273 
m i l e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  have been b u i l t  i n  t he  w e s t e rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  
as  shown by t h e  l a s t  annual  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Commission.  During t he  
l a s t  y e a r  563 mi l e s  o f  r a i l w a y  were b u i l t  in  Texas ,  most  o f  i t  in 
t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  and t h e r e  a r e  633 mi l e s  now under  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n ,  most  o f  i t  be ing  in West Texas.
In e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commission and t h e  f r e i g h t  r a t e
o f  c o t t o n ,  C o l q u i t t  s a i d :
When t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commission was c r e a t e d  and a f t e r ,  u n t i l  1894,  t h e  
maximum c o t t o n  r a t e  was 70 c e n t s  p e r  hundred pounds ,  o r  $3 .50 per  
b a l e ,  and t h a t  was t he  r a t e  b a s i s  on which i t  was s o l d  by t he  
f a rme r .  At compet ing p o i n t s  r e b a t i n g  was more o r  l e s s  t h e  r u l e ,  
bu t  t h e  r e b a t e  was in f a v o r  o f  t h e  buye r .  The Commission reduced 
t he  r a t e s  in 1894 from 70 t o  65 c e n t s  pe r  hundred pounds;  aga in  in 
1897 from 65 t o  60 c e n t s  and in 1905 t h a t  r a t e  was aga i n  reduced 
from 60 t o  55 c e n t s .  During t he  y e a r s  1895 t o  1908,  both i n c l u s i v e ,  
a c c r o d i n g  t o  government  r e p o r t s  t h e r e  were 35,878,031 b a l e s  o f  
c o t t o n  produced ,  and t h e  r e d u c t i o n  in  t h e  f r e i g h t  r a t e  from t h a t  
in e f f e c t  in 1894,  on t h i s  c o t t o n ,  was $ 2 0 , 0 6 9 , 1 2 1 . ° 4
C o l q u i t t ' s  r e c o r d  as  g o v e rn o r  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  f u r t h e r i n g  t he  
image o f  h i s  i n t e l l e c t .  His d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  i s s u e ,  l i q u o r  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  funds  t h e r e o f  a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  t he
83McKinney Speech.  See a l s o  Da l l a s  Morning News, June 1,  1910. 
^ H a s k e l l  Speech.
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Mexican b o r d e r  problem,  C on fe de r a t e  p e n s i o n s ,  p e n i t e n t i a r y  a f f a i r s ,  and 
t h e  G ov er no r ' s  Conference  on Cot ton  r e p r e s e n t e d  a r e a s  on which t h e  
Governor  was wel l  v e r s ed .  His comments on t h e  c o t t o n  c o n f e r e n c e  t y p i ­
f i e d  e x p e r t i s e  r e s u l t i n g  from h i s  f i r s t  t e rm as gove r no r .  He commented:
A c on f e r en c e  was he ld  a t  New O r l e a n s ,  Oc tober  30 and 31,  and r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t he  f a r m e r s '  un ions  from d i f f e r e n t  S t a t e s  were p r e s e n t  
upon i n v i t a t i o n .  Bankers  and a l l  o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  g r e a t  
problem were asked t o  g ive  t h e i r  a i d  and encouragement  t o  t h e  con­
f e r e n c e .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  mee t ing  I had r e q u e s t e d  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
S t a t e  a s t a t e m e n t  from t h e  American c o n s u l s  in a l l  p a r t s  o f  t he  
w or l d ,  showing t h e  amount o f  c o t t o n  needed f o r  consumpt ion .  The 
r e p l i e s  showed t h e  wor ld  would r e q u i r e  a p p r o x i ma t e l y  21 , 000 , 000  
b a l e s .  . . .
A day was s p e n t  in d i s c u s s i n g  p l a ns  and h e a r  t h e  view o f  v a r i o u s  
pe r sons  from d i f f e r e n t  S t a t e s .  The w o r l d ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  f o r  
t h e  y e a r  was e s t i m a t e d  a t  abou t  20 ,5 0 0 , 0 0 0  b a l e s — 14 , 500 , 000  from 
t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  and 6 , 00 0 , 00 0  from t h e  r e s t  o f  t he  wor l d .  Cot ton 
had gone down and was quoted  on t h e  30th  o f  Oc tober  a t  6 3 /8  c e n t s  
f o r  mi dd l i ng  in New Or l e an s .  The e x p e r t s  were e s t i m a t i n g  t he  crop 
a t  15 , 000 ,000  b a l e s  f o r  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  and t he  Government had 
f i g u r e d  i t  a t  l e s s  than  14,000 000 b a l e s .  The a d op t i o n  o f  a p lan 
t o  check t h e  d e c l i n i n g  p r i c e  was conceded t o  be someth ing  a l mos t  
i m p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  a f t e r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  were o v e r  a commit tee  was 
a pp o i n t e d  t o  draw up an a d d r e s s  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  p l a n s  ag reed  upon 
by t h e  c o n f e r e n c e . ^
C o l q u i t t  po sse ss ed  an i n t i m a t e  knowledge o f  t h e  Texas c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n .  He f r e q u e n t l y  made r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h i s  document ,  o f t e n  q u o t i n g  
v e rba t i m long pa ssages  and then  e x p l i c a t i n g  t h e i r  meanings .  His 
s peeches  a r e  r e p l e t e  w i t h  examples  o f  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e .  In McKinney he 
r e c i t e d  S e c t i o n  22 o f  A r t i c l e  3,  which d e a l t  w i t h  d i s c l o s u r e  by a l e g ­
i s l a t o r  o f  any p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t  he may have in a b i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e ,  c onc l ud i ng  t h a t  "This  p r o v i s i o n  c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  a member 
cou ld  be i n f l u e n c e d  in c a s t i n g  h i s  v o t e  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  a measure  by h i s
O C
per sona l  i n t e r e s t . "  C o l q u i t t  d i r e c t e d  h i s  Wich i t a  F a l l s  a ud i enc e  to
^ S h e r m a n  Speech.  
86McKinney Speech.
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A r t i c l e  17 o f  t he  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  which p r e s c r i b e d  " t he  mode o f  p r o ­
pos ing  and s u b m i t t i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments ,"  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  " t he
makers  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n t e n d e d  t o  p ro v i d e  a g a i n s t  f r e q u e n t  change
87in t h e  o r g a n i c  law o f  t h e  S t a t e . "  To a Houston aud ien ce  he j u s t i f i e d  
h i s  s t a n c e  on t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  q u e s t i o n  by s u g g e s t i n g  " t h a t  t he  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  p ro v id e s  t h a t  t h e  people  o f  each c o u n t y ,  p r e c i n c t ,  
c i t y ,  and town s h a l l  d e t e r m in e  whe t he r  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r s  s h a l l  be
s o l d  t h e r e i n  and g i ve s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  peop le  t o  govern and c o n t r o l  
88t h e m s e l v e s . "  By 1912 q u o t i n g  and e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  were 
such i n t e g r a l  p a r t s  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  makeup t h a t  he qu ipped :
Ramsey says  I am i g n o r a n t .  He says I w o u l d n ' t  know t he  c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n  from H o s t e t t e r ' s  a lmanac .  . . . The c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  w r i t t e n  
in  p l a i n  and s i mp l e  l a n g u ag e ,  so t h a t  a common man l i k e  I am can 
g r a s p  i t .  I used t o  t h i n k  I d i d  know something  abou t  t h e  c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n ,  bu t  s i n c e  Tom Campbell  a p p o i n t e d  Ramsey Judge o f  t he  Supreme 
Cour t  he s h o t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  so f u l l  o f  h o l e s  I w o u l d n ' t  know i t  
now i f  I met i t  in t h e  r o a d . 89
C o l q u i t t ' s  knowledge o f  government  was no t  l i m i t e d  t o  an u nde r ­
s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  Texas c o n s t i t u t i o n .  His d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  and 
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d e mo cr a t i c  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  f u r t h e r  enhanced t he  image o f  
h i s  i n t e l l e c t .  In h i s  San Saba Speech in 1909 he a r t i c u l a t e l y  d e l i n ­
e a t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was based .  He remarked:
The government  o f  a l l  S t a t e s  and n a t i o n s ,  which have p r o t e c t e d  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and h i s  r i g h t s  and t h e  enjoyment  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  
sp r ang  from t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  and pe r sona l  c o n t a c t ,  t hus  
forming s o c i e t y  and making n e c e s s a r y  some r u l e s  o f  conduct  whereby 
t h e  weaker  members o f  s o c i e t y ,  o r  t h e  m i n o r i t y  members o f  s o c i e t y ,  
o r  o f  government ,  i f  you p l e a s e ,  would r e c e i v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
whole ,  as  a g a i n s t  t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  o f  t he  s t r o n g ,  o r  t h e  a b s o l u t e
87
Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
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Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
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w i l l  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  These governments  always began a t  home--were 
b u i l t  up from t h e  bot tom,  from t h e  ne ighborhood ,  from t he  t r i b e ,  and 
were l o c a l .  And when t h e s e  " l oc a l  gove rnment s , "  by f e d e r a t i o n  wi th  
o t h e r  l o c a l  government s ,  formed o r  made up a S t a t e  o r  n a t i o n ,  and 
t h e  h a b i t s ,  customs and r i g h t s  o f  t he  people  o f  t he  s e v e r a l  t r i b e s  
o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  forming t he  whole were r e co gn ize d  and f i r m l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i t  i n s u r e d  happ i nes s  and p r o s p e r i t y  t o  such S t a t e  o r  
n a t i o n .
C o l q u i t t  t hen  c i t e d  an example t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how t he  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  l o c a l  government  worked.  He commented:
I t  was in t h i s  way t h a t  t he  government  o f  England began.  In t he  
v i l l a g e  moot ,  where t he  v i l l a g e r  and t h e  countrymen met t o  d i s c u s s  
q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  common good and f o r  mutual  w e l f a r e ,  i n d i v i d u a l  
c o nc e s s i o n s  were made,  compromises ag reed  t o  and l o c a l  government  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t  has been s a i d  by a g r e a t  h i s t o r i a n  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  
England has been sprung from t he  r u l e  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  " townshi p  o r  v i l l a g e  was t h e  p r imary  and p e r f e c t  t ype  o f  
Eng l i sh  l i f e ,  d o m e s t i c ,  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l . "  I b e l i e v e  I hazard  
n o t h i n g  in  s ay i ng  t h a t  no g r e a t  government  can be permanent ,  nor  i t s  
people  happy,  t h a t  does n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t he  p r imary  r i g h t  o f  i t s  
s m a l l e r  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  o r  t h e  people  t h e r e o f ,  from which good gov­
ernment  comes.
C o l q u i t t  c o n t i n u e d :
England,  wi t h  a l l  h e r  p r e s t i g e  and power,  has n e ve r  been a b l e  t o  
improve t h e  sys t em which s prang  from t h e  home r u l e  o f  h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  
and t hey  have always  been s t r o n g  enough t o  m a i n t a i n  i t  f o r  them­
s e l v e s ,  even though t h e i r  monarch might  o p p r e s s  h i s  c o l o n i e s  and 
d e pende nc ie s  t h r ough  g r a n t s  o f  power t o  him by t h e  P a r l i a m e n t ,  
which Engl ishmen would no t  s u r r e n d e r  i n t o  h i s  keep ing .  When t h e i r  
s o v e r e i g n s  have a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  l o c a l  i ndependence ,  t he  
Eng l i sh  v i l l a g e s  have always r i s e n  and d r i v e n  them from t h e i r  p l ace  
o f  a u t h o r i t y .  These v i l l a g e r s  demanded and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  make t h e  laws f o r  t hems e l ves  t h rough  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in P a r l i a ­
ment .  They e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  form o f  n a t i o n a l  gove rn ­
ment ,  and u l t i m a t e l y  t h e y  made t h e i r  L e g i s l a t u r e  o r  P a r l i am e n t  
m a s t e r  o f  t h e i r  k ing .
In con c l ud i ng  h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t he  concep t  o f  democr a t i c  s e l f -  
government  C o l q u i t t  a n a l o g i z e d :
So i t  i s  wi th  us .  Our a n c e s t o r s  came from t h e s e  B r i t i s h  v i l ­
l a g e r s  and s e t t l e d  t he  c o un t r y .  The king g r a n t e d  them " c h a r t e r s , "  
which t he y  t h o u g h t  would p r o t e c t  them from f r e q u e n t  change in t he  
fundamental  law . . . . Whenever t h e s e  changes  were made,  o r  
s o u g h t ,  i t  r e s u l t e d  in s t r i f e  and b i t t e r n e s s  and r e s en t m e n t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  king and h i s  government .  I t  was no t  so much t he  t a x  on t e a  t h a t  
caused  t he  c o l o n i s t s  o f  Mas sa ch u se t t s  t o  throw i t  ove rboa rd  in t he  
Boston h a r b o r  as  i t  was t h e  r e s en t m e n t  o f  t h e  peop le  a g a i n s t  t h e
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Eng l i sh  government  f o r  denying t o  them a vo i ce  in t he  l e g i s l a t i o n -  
denying  them l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  b a s i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t he  
Eng l i sh  v i l l a g e r s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  Hence,  t h e  government  o f  t he  
Eng l i sh  c o l o n i e s  come from t h e  t o p - - t h e  k i n g - - a n d  no t  from t he  peo­
p l e  a c t i n g  by t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  v i l l a g e s  and d i s t r i c t s .  
And s o ,  in t h e i r  q u a r r e l  wi t h  t h e  k i n g ,  t he  c o l o n i e s  i n s i s t e d  on t he  
g r e a t  r i g h t  o f  equal  government  as  s ec u re d  t o  them under  t h e i r  
c h a r t e r s ,  which was t h e i r  fundamenta l  law— t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n . 9 0
C l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t he  n a t u r e  o f  l o c a l
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was h i s  f a m i l i a r i t y  wi t h  American h i s t o r y .  In a 1912
speech a t  Sherman,  wh i l e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r e c a l l  o f  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  by
i n i t i a t i v e  and r e f e rendum,  he o bs e r ved :
Othe r  n a t i o n s  and p eop l e s  have t r i e d  t he  t h e o r y ,  as  h i s t o r y  t e l l s  
us bu t  under  d i f f e r e n t  names.  Washington,  F r a n k l i n ,  Madison,  
Hamil ton and o t h e r  fo u n d e r s  and f a t h e r s  o f  ou r  government  and Con­
s t i t u t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  i t ,  d i s c u s s e d  i t  and r e j e c t e d  i t .  They had 
b e f o r e  them t he  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  and p r o f i t e d  by i t .  
Governor  Randolph o f  V i r g i n i a ,  when he o f f e r e d  h i s  r e s o l u t i o n s  in 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c onven t i on  t h a t  met a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in 1787 
i n c l u d e d  in  them p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e c a l l  o f  Congressmen.  But 
when t h a t  c l a u s e  and t he  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i t  were passed  upon,  i t  was 
r e j e c t e d  unan imous ly ,  e ve r y  one o f  t h e  S t a t e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in t he  
c on v en t i on  v o t i n g  a g a i s t  i t ,  and t h e  vo t e  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  was 
unanimous,  as i s  d i s c l o s e d  by t h e  minu tes  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
c o n v e n t i o n .  For m y s e l f ,  I w i l l  a b i de  t h e  wisdom o f  men l i k e  
Washington,  Madison,  and Benjamin F r a n k l i n . 91
F u r t h e r  e v i denc e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  American h i s t o r y  was
r e v e a l e d  in a speech  a t  New Ulm in 1909.  He s a i d :
Every r e a d e r  o f  h i s t o r y  knows o f  t he  s a l u t a r y  e f f e c t  upon t he  hap­
p i n e s s  o f  t h e  people  in t h e  c o l o n i e s  o f  t h e s e  two men [Wi l l i am 
Penn and Roger Wi l l i ams ]  as  compared t o  t h o s e  who were i n h a b i t a n t s  
o f  some o f  t h e  New England c o l o n i e s  where t h e  "b lue  laws" sough t  
t o  r e g u l a t e  and c o n t r o l  t h e  conduc t  o f  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  beyond a 
r e a s o n a b l e  d eg re e .  Penn,  an Engl i shman,  and Wi l l i a ms ,  a Welshman, 
had been d r i v e n  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and t o  t h e  endurance  o f  g r e a t  h a r d ­
s h i p s ,  on accoun t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  i n t o l e r a n c e  and 
t h e  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  laws o f  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l and  . . . .
90 Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  San Saba ,  Texas ,  J u l y  29,  1909,  
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The " c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  German day,  which [was]  in commemoration o f  
t h e  f i r s t  German c o l o n i s t s  in Amer ica , "  a l lowed C o l q u i t t  no t  o n ly  t o  
advance h i s  image o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  bu t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  good w i l l  wi t h  h i s  
a u d i e nc e .  He o bs e r ved :
From t h e  b e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n a b l e  t he  f i r s t  German c o l o n i s t s  
founded t h e  town o f  Germantown, P a . ,  Oc tober  6,  1682. In 1681 King 
Ch a r l e s  I I  o f  England pa id  a d e b t  which he owed t o  Wi l l i am Penn o f  
s i x t e e n  t hous and  pounds s t e r l i n g  by g r a n t i n g  t o  him t w e n t y - s i x  m i l ­
l i o n  a c r e s  o f  l and  in America.  . . . Penn e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  co lony  as 
a p l a c e  o f  r e f u g e  f o r  a l l  o f  t h o s e  who were s u f f e r e r s  in t h e  o ld  
c o u n t r y  from p e r s e c u t i o n  f o r  c on sc i e n ce  s a k e ,  and he i n v i t e d  a l l  who 
wanted t o  be f r e e  t o  s e t t l e  in h i s  co lony.
Next ,  C o l q u i t t  app lauded  t he  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  German peop le  
t o  American s o c i e t y .
In t h e  war f o r  i ndependence  o f  t h e  American c o l o n i e s  t h e  
German-Americans and t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  d i d  t h e i r  f u l l  d u ty .  . . .
The German c o l o n i s t s  and t h e i r  de s c e nd a n t s  were fo r emos t  in  t he  
e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  ou r  c o u n t r y ' s  development ;  t he y  were p i o n e e r s  and 
pushed f u r t h e s t  i n t o  t he  h e a r t  o f  t he  f o r e s t  and w i l ds  o f  t he  
u n c i v i l i z e d  c o u n t r y ,  b r i n g i n g  i t  under  c u l t i v a t i o n  and dev e l op i n g  
t h e  a r g i c u l t u r a l , mechanical  and i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s .  . . .  In ever y  
S t a t e ,  c i t y ,  town and v i l l a g e  we meet  men o f  p re -eminence  in  a l l  
walks  o f  l i f e  who a r e  o f  German d e s c e n t ,  so t h a t  i t  can t r u l y  be 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  German c o l o n i s t s  and t h e i r  d e sc en d an t s  have done 
t h e i r  f u l l  d u t y ,  a long  wi th  t he  de s c e nd an t s  o f  o t h e r  o f  t he  e a r l y  
s e t t l e r s ,  in t h e  development  o f  our  g r e a t  Union o f  S t a t e s .
F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  commented on t he  e f f e c t  t he  German r ac e  had
on t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t he
accompl i shments  and s t a n d i n g  in t he  h i s t o r y  o f  our  S t a t e  show t h a t  
many o f  t h e  e a r l y  German s e t t l e r s  were s c h o l a r l y  and wel l  equ ipped  
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  t o  g r a p p l e  wi th  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and 
t h e i r  impress  has been l e f t  upon t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Texas.
He t hen  c i t e d  t h r i t y - n i n e  examples  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  ach ievement s  o f  
German-Texans.  His l i s t  i nc lu d e d  p h y s i c i a n s ,  a u t h o r s ,  j u r i s t s ,  e d i ­
t o r s ,  c i t y  a t t o r n e y s ,  s t a t e  s e n a t o r s ,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  congressmen,  Uni t ed  
S t a t e s  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  l a w y e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  Co nf ede r a t e  s o l d i e r s ,  
bank p r e s i d e n t s ,  a member o f  T a f t ' s  c a b i n e t ,  bus ines smen ,  p r o f e s s o r s ,  a 
member o f  t h e  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  Commission,  a Commissioner  o f  t h e  Texas
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Land O f f i c e ,  and e d u c a t o r s .  A t y p i c a l  example o f  t he  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
c i t e d  by C o l q u i t t  f o l l o w s :
Hon. Gus Maetze was r e p u t ed  t o  be a man o f  f i n e  a t t a i n m e n t s ,  a
t e a c h e r  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  and i t  was from h i s  t h a t  many o f  t h e  young
men o f  Aus t in  county  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n  and t r a i n i n g .  He 
was a t  one t ime a member o f  t he  S t a t e  S e n a t e . 92
C o l q u i t t ' s  use o f  q u o t a t i o n s  from wel l  known p e r s on s  c o n s t i t u ­
t e d  a f i n a l  method by which he demons t ra t ed  h i s  s a g a c i t y .  To d e l i n ­
e a t e  t he  n a t u r e  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  he chose  t h r e e  q u o t a t i o n s  from
J e f f e r s o n .  F i r s t ,  C o l q u i t t  s a i d  he " s t i l l  adher ed  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e
which Thomas J e f f e r s o n  t a u g h t ,  t h a t  t he  government  which governs  l e a s t  
93i s  b e s t . "  Second,  he s t a t e d  in t h a t  " J e f f e r s o n  in h i s  f i r s t  i n a u ­
gura l  a d d r e s s ,  s a i d  t h a t  some t h i n k  t h a t  man canno t  be t r u s t e d  wi th  
t h e  government  o f  h i m s e l f .  Can he then  be t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  government  
o f  o t h e r s ? "  T h i r d ,  he e n u n c i a t e d  J e f f e r s o n ' s  p h i l o s o ph y  t h a t  c a l l e d
f o r  t he  " d i f f u s i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  and t he  a r r a i g n m e n t  o f  a l l  abuses  a t
94t h e  b a r  o f  p u b l i c  r e a s o n . "
In d i s c u s s i n g  t he  n a t u r e  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law C o l q u i t t  r e f ­
e r r e d  t o  John C. Calhoun who had d e c l a r e d :
There  can be no c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h o u t  n e g a t i v e  power ,  and no 
n e g a t i v e  power wi t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  m a j o r i t y — i t  f o l l o w s  n e c e s ­
s a r i l y  t h a t  where t he  numer ical  m a j o r i t y  has t h e  s o l e  c o n t r o l  o f  
t he  government  t h e r e  can be no c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  as  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
i m p l i e s  l i m i t a t i o n  o r  r e s t r i c t i o n - - a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  i n c o n s i s -
92 Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  New Ulm, Texas ,  Oc t obe r  9 ,  1909,  
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Haskel l  Speech.
94 Copy o f  speech d e l iv e r e d  a t  Honey Grove, Texas, August 6,
1909, Campaign o f  1910, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin
Arch ives ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as Honey Grove Speech.
141
t e n t  wi t h  t he  i dea  o f  s o l e  o r  e x c l u s i v e  power.  And hence ,  t he  
n u m e r i c a l ,  unmixed wi th  t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  m a j o r i t y ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  forms 
in a l l  c a s e s ,  a b s o l u t e  government .
When d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  q u e s t i o n  in P a l e s t i n e ,  Texas ,  
1911,  C o l q u i t t  a v a i l e d  h i m s e l f  o f  a s t a t e m e n t  by Sam Houston.  Houston 
had been approached by a d e l e g a t i o n  o f  m i n i s t e r s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  he 
a dvoca te  p r o h i b i t i o n  laws.  He r e p l i e d  wi th  a d e t a i l e d  t r e a t i s  on t he  
laws o f  n a t u r e  and then  conc luded:
To u nd e r t ak e  t o  p r e s c r i b e  r u l e s  o f  conduc t  f o r  o t h e r s  . . .  by 
l e g i s l a t i v e  en ac tme n t ,  i s  a s p e c i e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  no t  be 
t o l e r a t e d  in a f r e e  l and .
Moral s u a s i o n  i s  t h e  on l y  l e g i t i m a t e  weapon t h a t  m i n i s t e r s  o f  
gospel  can make use  o f  t o  win men from v i c e  o f  e ve r y  d e s c r i p t i o n . 96
In a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  C o l q u i t t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a l i t e r a r y  f i g u r e .
In condemning t h e  s t a t e  ownership  o f  r a i l r o a d s  he quo ted  Wi l l i am 
Shakespea re  t o  d emo ns t r a t e  t h a t  a double  s t a n d a r d  e x i s t e d  f o r  e n f o r c e ­
ment o f  laws govern ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e l y  owned and s t a t e  
owned r a i l r o a d s .  He charged  t h a t
Few i f  any o f  t h e s e  s t a t u t e s  have been compl ied w i t h  by t h e  S t a t e  
in t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  i t s  r o a d s .  Thi s  l e ad s  me t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  
a s ay i ng  in S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  "Measure f o r  Measure: "
"Twice t r e b l e  shame on Angelo,
To weed my v i c e  and l e t  h i s  g o . "97
A t h i r d ,  and perhaps  t h e  most  d i s t i n c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  
e t h i c a l  a p p e a l ,  was h i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  as  a man o f  good
95 San Saba Speech.
96 Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  P a l e s t i n e ,  Texas ,  J u l y  13,  1911,  
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A r c h i v e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  
r e f e r r e d  t o  as  P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
97Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech.  A c t u a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  misquoted  
Shakespea re .  The c o r r e c t  q u o t a t i o n  i s  "Twice t r e b l e  shame on A n g e lo , /  
To weed my v i c e  and l e t  h i s  grow!" See 6.  B. H a r r i s o n ,  e d . ,  
Shakespea re :  Major  Pl ays  and t h e  S o n n e t s , (New York:  H a r c o u r t ,  Brace 
and Company, 1948) ,  p. 766.
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c h a r a c t e r .  C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  r e v e a l e d  him t o  be an i n d i v i d u a l  o f
admi r ab l e  a t t r i b u t e s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  h i s  a d d r e s s e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  
98image as 1) a s e l f -m a d e  man, 2) an h o n e s t  man, 3) a courageous  man 
a moral  man, 5) a conce rned  man, 6 ) a f a i r  man, and 7) an humble man.
On s e v e r a l  o c ca s i o n s  C o l q u i t t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  convey t h e  image o f
99what  has been somet imes d e s c r i b e d  as t h e  " s e l f - m a d e  man." He f r e ­
q u e n t l y  r e l a t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y  as  he s tumped t h e  s t a t e .
I was born in t h e  grand o l d  S t a t e  o f  Georgia  and came t o  Texas
when I was 16 y e a r s  o l d .  I began l i f e  in  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  p a r t  o f  
Texas as  a t e n a n t  f a r mer  boy,  going t o  school  a f t e r  t h e  c rops  were 
l a i d  by.  I d id  t h i s  t h r e e  y e a r s  and n o t  having  ea r ned  enough t o  
buy a Sunday g o - t o - m e e t i n g - s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s  I went  t o  town,  where I 
worked a t  a n y th i n g  I could  f i n d  t o  do.  I d i d  c a r p e n t e r  work,  c a r ­
r i e d  a hod,  worked as  a p o r t e r  a t  a r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  and f i n a l l y  
went  t o  work in  a p r i n t  o f f i c e  under  a s i x  mo nt h ' s  c o n t r a c t  f o r  
$12.50 a month.  I p a id  $10.00 a month board and $1 .25 a month t o  
my l a n d l a d y  f o r  wash ing .  This  l e f t  me t h e  b o u n t i f u l  sum o f  $1.25 
a month t o  p lunge on.  From t h a t  humble s t a t i o n  I have c l imbed 
u n t i l  t o n i g h t  I en j oy  t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  be ing  t h e  Governor  o f  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  S t a t e  in  t he  Union
Perhaps  t h e  most  dominant  a s p e c t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  c h a r a c t e r  was 
h i s  h one s t y .  His s peeches  were r e p l e t e  wi t h  s t r i k i n g  examples  o f  t h i s  
q u a ! i t y .
F i r s t ,  C o l q u i t t  p r e s e n t e d  h i m s e l f  as be i ng  t r u s t w o r t h y .  On t h e
i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  C o l q u i t t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .  
Throughout  h i s  t h r e e  campaigns h i s  veiws remained c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s
98 One image may f a l l  in one o r  more c a t e g o r i e s .  An image in 
more than  one c a t e g o r y  was c l a s s i f i e d  i n  t e rms  o f  i t s  dominant  f e a t u r e .  
I t  i s  a l s o  r e co g n i ze d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  e t h i c a l  a p p e a l s  cou ld  
a l s o  be c o n s i d e r e d  l o g i c a l  o r  mot ive  a p p e a l s .  However,  an a t t e m p t  has 
been made t o  avo id  o v e r l a p p i n g  as  much as  p o s s i b l e .
99
Huckaby,  p. 63.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  14,  1912.  See a l s o  u n i d e n t i f i e d  
copy o f  campaign sp ee ch ,  Campaign o f  1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A r c h i v e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  1912 Campaign 
Speech.
143
opening speech in t h e  1906 campaign.
C o l q u i t t  announced t h a t  he was "opposed t o  t h e  submiss ion  o f  a
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment f o r  S t a t e  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  and would oppose i t s
a dop t i on  i f  s u b m i t t e d . ^  A s i m i l a r  view was e x p r e s s e d  in  1910 when
102he s t a t e d  "I  d o n ' t  e ndo r s e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n . "  During 
t he  1912 campaign he a f f i r m e d  h i s  s t a n c e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  when he s a i d  
"I  f r a n k l y  t o l d  you t h a t  I opposed t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  and I 
s t a n d  today  where I s tood  t h e n .  I am an a n t i  and not  a pro and would 
n o t  p l ay  t he  h y p o c r i t  [ s i c ]  t o  hold  t h e  G ov e rn or ' s  o f f i c e .
Second,  C o l q u i t t ' s  a t t i t u d e  toward an h ones t  b a l l o t  was 
r e v e a l e d  by h i s  s peech .  He promised  t o  "go t o  t h e  l i m i t s  t o  p r e v e n t  
and puni sh  t he  c a s t i n g  o f  any d i s h o n e s t  b a l l o t  . . . , [would]  s corn  
t he  nomina t ion  i f  [ h e ]  knew [he g o t ]  i t  by i l l e g a l  b a l l o t s ,  and would 
r e f u s e  t o  a c c e p t  [ t h e  n o m i n a t i o n ] . "
A t h i r d  way t h a t  C o l q u i t t  d em o n s t r a t e d  h i s  h o ne s t y  was t h rough  
h i s  d en i a l  o f  u s ing  p u b l i c  money i r r e s p o n s i b l y .  In 1912 a t  D a l l a s  he 
obse r ved :
My opponent  i s  no t  h o l d i n g  up h i s  f i t n e s s  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e .  In 
f a c t ,  he i s  doing n o t h i n g  bu t  h o l d i n g  up my s ho r t co mi ng s .  His 
e n t i r e  campaign i s  based on my d e m e r i t s .
I s e r ved  f o u r  y e a r s  in t h e  S t a t e  S e n a t e ,  e i g h t  y e a r s  on t h e  
R a i l r o a d  Commission and e i g h t e e n  months as Governor ,  and I c h a l ­
l enge  any man t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  t ime  t h a t  I employed t h e  powers o f  
my p u b l i c  o f f i c e  t o  advance  my own p r i v a t e  f o r t u n e s  a t  t h e  expense  
o f  t h e  p u b l i c .
^ M c K i n n e y  Speech.
102
San Antonio E x p r e s s , Apr i l  19,  1910.
1 0 3
Wichi t a  Da i l y  Times [Wi ch i t a  F a l l s ,  T e x a s ] ,  Apr i l  28,  1910.  
See a l s o  Da l l a s  Morning News, June 22,  1906,  San Antonio  E x p r e s s ,
Apr i l  29,  1910,  and Cleburne  [Texas ]  Da i l y  E n t e r p i r s e , J u l y  1,  1910.
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To a cha r ge  t h a t  he was " r i d i n g  a round t he  c o u n t r y  p l a y i n g  
p o l i t i c s  a t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  expense  . . . , "  he r e t o r t e d  t h a t  "he cound no t  
draw a c e n t  from t he  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  swear ing  t o  i t  . . . . Even a 5<f 
s t r e e t  c a r  f a r e  must  be a t t e s t e d  t o  have been pa id  ou t  w h i l e  on s t a t e  
b u s i n e s s .
F o u r t h ,  C o l q u i t t  b randed as  f a l s e  t he  s t a t e m e n t s  made by h i s  
opponent s  t h a t  t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t  had a i d ed  him in h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  
campaigns and c o n t r o l l e d  h i s  appo i n t men t s  t o  s t a t e  o f f i c e .  He d e c l a r e d :
I deny t h a t  I owe t h e  s a l o o ns  f o r  my f i r s t  e l e c t i o n .  . . .  I 
i n s t r u c t e d  my county  campaign managers  no t  t o  t a k e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
from l i q u o r  d e a l e r s ,  and e ve r y  one t h a t  t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  commit tee  l a s t  summer t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  e v e r y b o d y ' s  
b u s i n e s s  e x c e p t  i t s  own, so t e s t i f i e d . ! 05
Regarding t h e  char ge  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t ,  avowed:
I want  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  t he  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  o r  no o t h e r  i n t e r ­
e s t s  have d i c t a t e d  my p o l i c i e s  o r  a pp o i n t me n t s .  For s i x t e e n  
months I have been g ove r no r  o f  Texas myse l f  and I a s s u r e  you t h a t  
I owe no one a d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  which I must  pay e x ce p t  t he  
peop le  o f  T e x a s . !06
F i f t h ,  C o l q u i t t  o f t e n  r e v e a l e d  h i s  hones t y  by d a r i n g  h i s  oppo­
n e n t s  t o  examine h i s  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  l i f e .  In 1910 he a s s e r t e d :
" I  am no t  r u n n i ng  f o r  Governor  because  I 'm t r y i n g  t o  h ide  a n y t h i n g .
. . . My r e c o r d  i s  open t o  you ,  as R a i l r o a d  Commissioner  and in p o l ­
i t i c s .  I f e a r  no a t t a c k  which may be made upon e i t h e r . I n  1912 
he announced:  " I f  you can f i n d  in a l l  my r e c o r d  as  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t
where I have done one t h i n g  t o  b e n e f i t  my se l f  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  I
104
D a l l a s  Morning News, Februa ry  27,  1910,  J u l y  14,  1912,  and 
J u l y  27,  1912.
105 Houston Da i ly  P o s t , June 8 ,  1912.
^ F o r t  Worth S t a r - T e l e q r a m , May 5,  1912.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, March 20,  1910.  See Also LaGrange 
[Texas ]  J o u r n a l , J u l y  25,  1906,  and Aus t in  S t a t e sman ,  May 16,  1912.
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108w i l l  no t  on ly  q u i t  t he  r a c e  f o r  g o v e r n o r ,  b u t  I w i l l  r e s i g n . "
C o l q u i t t  a l s o  c onse n t e d  t o  have h i s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  s c r u t i n i z e d .  He p r o ­
c l a i med:
I s t a n d  ready  f o r  them t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  my p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  t o o .
I am w i l l i n g  t h a t  a commit tee  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i f
[ wh e t he r ]  my r e co r d  i s  no t  as  c l e a r ,  and as  w h i t e  as t h a t  o f  my 
opponent .  I f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  commit tee  w i l l  n o t  so d e c l a r e  I am 
ready  t o  r e t i r e  from t h e  r a c e J 09
Courage was a dominant  a t t r i b u t e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  c h a r a c t e r .  His 
speeches  s ug g e s t e d  t h a t  he was ,  i n d e e d ,  h i s  own man, and not  t he  
p o l i t i c a l  t oo l  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  "I  am n o t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  o f  any c o mb i n a t i o n ,  r i n g ,  c l i q u e ,  o r  c l a n ,  nor  have any made 
promises  o f  s u p p o r t  t o  me in any shape  o r  form wh a tev e r .  . . .  I w i l l  
no t  be t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  any combi na t i on  o f  s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t . T o  a
S t e p h e n v i l l e  a ud i enc e  in 1912 he d e c l a r e d :
I hope t h a t  I s h a l l  n e ve r  be coward enough t o  s u r r e n d e r  my i n d i ­
v i dua l  c h a r a c t e r  and manhood even f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g ov e r no r .  I 
would pe rhaps  have been w i t h o u t  o p p o s i t i o n  i f  I had been a p o l i t i c a l  
coward and bowed-down and k i s s e d  t h e  t o e s  o f  Thomas Mi t c h e l l  
Campbel l .  But I would n o t  do i t ,  and he p u l l e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  shadow 
[Ramsey] o f f  t he  supreme c o u r t  t o  run a g a i n s t  m e J ^
The q u i n t e s s e n c e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  b e l i e f  in m a n l i n e s s  was a l s o  e x p r e s s e d
in a G a i n s e v i l l e  speech .  He vowed: "I am n o t  a f r i a d  o f  a n y t h i n g
e x ce p t  a snake .  I l i k e  t o  s ee  a man be a man; t o  s t a n d  o u t  b e f o r e  h i s
countrymen and defend h i m s e l f  and defend  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s ;  to  s t a n d  f o r
108Aus t in  S t a t e s m a n , June  7,  1912.  See a l s o  Houston Dai1y 
P o s t , June 5,  1912,  and D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  16,  1912.
109 Houston Dai ly  P o s t , June 5,  1912.
^^McKinney Speech.  See a l s o  Da l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  20,
1912.
I l l Houston Daily  P o s t , June 8 ,  1912.
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112something and t r y  t o  do someth ing  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  good."
C l o s e l y  a l l i e d  wi t h  C o l q u i t t ' s  own man image was h i s  e a g e r n e s s  
t o  f i g h t  f o r  a p r i n c i p l e .  Two examples  i l l u s t r a t e d  h i s  s p i r i t .  F i r s t ,  
he s a i d :
My c o n s c i e n c e  w i l l  be my g u i de .  I w i l l  s t a n d  by what  I 
b e l i e v e  t o  be r i g h t ,  even though I have t o  f i g h t  a whole r eg i men t  
t o  do so .  I am no t  l i k e  Colonel  Campbe l l ' s  man, John M. Duncan,  
going a round s t umps ,  I am t a k i n g  them up as I g o J ' ^
Second,  in a d d r e s s i n g  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  in Denton in 1912 he s t a t e d :
Ramsey and h i s  c o h o r t s  . . . a r e  t h e  most  d e s p e r a t e  gang o f  p o l i ­
t i c i a n s  t h a t  e v e r  t r i e d  t o  d e f e a t  t he  p e o p l e ' s  w i l l  in t h i s  S t a t e ,
but  I ' l l  s t a n d  f l a t - f o o t e d  and f i g h t  them and f i g h t  ever y  p o l i t i ­
c i a n  i n  Texas u n l e s s  I t h i n k  he i s  r i g h t .
C o l q u i t t ' s  f i g h t i n g  s p i r i t  was f u r t h e r  ev idenced  on o t h e r  
o c c a s i o n s .  Speaking  in  Au s t in  in 1910,  he remarked:  "I have d e t e r ­
mined t o  f i g h t  as  hard  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  peace and l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t  a f t e r  I 
become Governor  o f  t he  S t a t e  as  I f ou g h t  f o r  i t  in winning t he  nomina­
t i o n  l a s t  S a t u r d a y . "  Again ,  in t he  1910 campaign he p o i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  
Campbell " s a i d  t h a t  any one who proposed  t o  r e p e a l  any o f  h i s  laws 
would have t o  meet  h i s  w ra t h .  Wel l ,  I am h i s  h u c k l e b e r r y . " ^
Another  e l ement  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  courage  can be viewed through 
h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  m i n i s t e r s  and church  members.  He was no t  a t  a l l  
h e s i t a n t  t o  a t t a c k  them when he f e l t  t he y  had u n j u s t l y  c r i t i c i z e d  him. 
Speaking t o  h i s  hometown a ud i enc e  in 1906,  he l a b e l e d  members o f  h i s  
church  "gambler s  who [had ]  wagered money a g a i n s t  [ h i s ]  c and idacy  [and
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, March 1910.
^ Times H e r a l d , J u l y  21 , 1906.
^ ^ D a l l a s  Morning News, March 20,  1910,  J u l y  26,  1910,  and 
J u l y  24,  1912.
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115denounced]  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n . "  On a n o t h e r  o c ca ­
s i o n  he vo i ced  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  " t h a t  t h e  p l a ce  f o r  a p r e a c h e r  i s  in t he
p u l p i t ,  and t h a t  he ought  t o  p reach  t he  Gospel and no t  a d o c t r i n e  o f
h a t e  and fo r ce . "  F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  c a s t i g a t e d  h i s  p e r e n n i a l  enemy 
George Rankin.  He commented:
I s ee  t h a t  Dr. Rankin p u b l i s h e d  a l e t t e r ,  o r  r a t h e r  t h e  
e x t r a c t  o f  a l e t t e r ,  which I wro t e  t o  Judge Hamner o f  Co lo rado ,
Tex. I always t h o u g h t  t h a t  when a man began p u b l i s h i n g  l e t t e r s  
which he had r e c e i v e d  o r  had w r i t t e n ,  he ought  t o  p u b l i s h  a l l  o f  
them. I always do,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o s t s c r i p t s .
C ha l l en g i ng  h i s  opponent s  t o  d eba t e  him on t h e  stump c o n s i d e r ­
a b l y  enhanced C o l q u i t t ' s  c ou r age .  In 1910 in a speech a t  G a i n e s v i l l e  
he s a i d  o f  Davidson:  "He i s  n o t  my kind o f  a man. . . .  I f  he was he
would g e t  o u t  and meet  me on t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  I c h a l l e n g e  him now t o
meet  me anywhere in T e xa s . "  In t h a t  same speech he u rged :  "Let
Johnson and P o i n d e x t e r  d e b a t e ;  l e t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  s e l e c t  t h e i r
116c a n d i d a t e  and I w i l l  meet  him a t  P h i l l i p p i . "  F i n a l l y ,  in t he  1912
campaign C o l q u i t t  announced:  "I  am ready  t o  meet  him [Ramsey] on t he
stump and d i s c u s s  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  and t h e s e  t h i n g s  he c a l l s  i s s u e s  t h r e e
t imes  a day u n t i l  t h e  t w e n t y - s e v e n t h  day o f  n e x t  J u l y . " ^
In a d d i t i o n  t o  c h a l l e n g i n g  h i s  a d v e r s a r i e s  t o  d e b a t e ,  C o l u q i t t
f r e q u e n t l y  condemned them f o r  d i r t y  p o l i t i c s .  In 1910,  a f t e r  r e a d i n g
a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by one o f  h i s  o pp on en t s ,  he cha r ged :
Thi s  l e t t e r  . . . i s  on a p a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  i gn o r a nc e  o f  
Davidson h i m s e l f .  . . .  I t  i s  one o f  t he  c h e a p e s t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  
o f  cheap p o l i t i c s  in t h i s  campaign.  . . . And I s ay  t h i s  because
115 U n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper  c l i p p i n g  J u l y  28,  1906,  Campaign o f  
1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
" ^ D a l l a s  Morning News, Februa ry  27,  1910,  and March 20,  1910.
^ H o u s t o n  Daily  P o s t , June 5, 1912.
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I b e l i e v e  D av i d so n ' s  campaign manager  came he re  t o  h ea r  what  I 
would say .  I w i l l  say  n o th i n g  abou t  any man t h a t  I am no t  w i l l i n g
t o  say  t o  h i s  f a c e . n 8
In 1912 C o l q u i t t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i s  enemies  as  " the  most  d e s p e r a t e  gang
o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  in Texas [who would]  . . . r e s o r t  t o  any method in a
ho p e l e s s  e f f o r t  t o  w i n . "  Of h i s  o pp o ne n t s '  t o t a l  campaign C o l q u i t t
cha r ged :  "Judge Ramsey had p i t c h e d  h i s  campaign upon t h e  l owes t  s c a l e
119e v e r  seen in Texas ,  w i t h o u t  a s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n . "
C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  as  a moral man c o n s t i ­
t u t e d  a f o u r t h  d i s t i n c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  His speeches  dem­
o n s t r a t e d  h i s  m o r a l i t y  in t h r e e  a r e a s .
F i r s t ,  he promised t h a t  he would make a c o n s c i e n t i o u s  e f f o r t
t o  g ive  t h e  peop l e  an h o n e s t  government .  He vowed t h a t  he would ban-
120 121i s h  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  n e p o t i s m ,  g r a f t ,  and p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l
a pp o i n t me n t s .  He promised t h a t  he would c o n t r o l  t he  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c
122and re form t he  campaign c o n t r i b u t i o n  sys tem.  C o l q u i t t  conceded
t h a t  w h i l e  o f f i c i a l  c onduc t  o f  governmental  pe r s onne l  "may no t  be
c r i m i n a l  o r  c o r r u p t  as  d e f i n e d  by l aw,  y e t  i s  i s  banefu l  and i n j u r i o u s
t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  and b e g e t s  d i s t r u s t  o f  honor  and i n t e g r i t y  o f  men in 
123p u b l i c  o f f i c e . "  In s h o r t ,  C o l q u i t t  promised t h a t  i f  " e l e c t e d  Gov-
] I O
San Antonio  E x p r e s s , May 19,  1910.
119Da l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  17,  1912,  and J u l y  27,  1912.
^ M c K i n n e y  Speech.
121 " I f  I Were Gove r no r , "  copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  D a l l a s ,  
Texas ,  November 8 ,  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  
A r c h i v e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  " I f  I Were Governor"  Speech.
122 Sherman Speech.
1 2 3 " I f  I Were Governor"Speech.
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e r n o r  o f  Texas ,  t h i s  S t a t e  by t he  e t e r n a l  Gods,  s h a l l  have a c l ea n  
124a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . "
Second,  C o l q u i t t ' s  a l l u s i o n s  t o  t h e  Bi b l e  and t he  t e a c h i n g s  o f
C h r i s t  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  impact  o f  h i s  m o r a l i t y .  Al though he f r e q u e n t l y
125r e f e r r e d  t o  h i m s e l f  as  a s i n n e r  and "A Met hod i s t  Bishop once p r o ­
posed t o  k i ck  him ou t  o f  t he  Me t ho d i s t  Church f o r  h i s  s t an d  on t h e
126l i q u o r  q u e s t i o n , "  h i s  s peeches  were s p r i n k l e d  wi th  r e l i g i o u s  r e f e r ­
e nce s .  A f t e r  d e m on s t r a t i n g  t h e  use o f  t h e  "ba t "  d i s d a i n f u l l y  r emarked ,
"Whether I be s i n n e r  o r  s a i n t ,  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  no t  i ndulged  in t h i s  
127a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . "  On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  he commented,  "I  d o n ' t  want  t o
b o a s t  abou t  my r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  I have go t  more in my h e a r t  in f i v e  minutes  
t han  Ramsey and Campbell  had in f o u r  y e a r s . "  In speak i ng  o f  h i s  oppo­
n en t s  in 1912,  he o bs e r ved :
I am t he  on l y  man in t h i s  campaign t h a t  i s  p r each i ng  t he  r e a l  
r e l i g i o n  o f  J es us  C h r i s t  in t he  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t he  b u s i n e s s  a f ­
f a i r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  Come, l e t  us pu t  ou r  s h o u l d e r s  t o  t he  whee l ,  
and c a r r y  t he  c r o s s  o f  t r u t h  and j u s t i c e  t o  v i c t o r y  on today  week.  
These p o l i t i c i a n s  in p r o h i b i t i o n  c l o ak s  have f o r g o t t e n  t he  Sermon 
on t h e  Mount and t he  Golden R u l e J 2 8
T h i r d ,  because  o f  h i s  views on p r o h i b i t i o n  C o l q u i t t  somet imes 
had t o  c o u n t e r  t h e  cha r ge  o f  be ing  "under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  i n t o x i ­
c a t i n g  l i q u o r . "  To meet  t h i s  a c c u s a t i o n  C o l q u i t t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had
124 U n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  J u l y  28,  1906,  C o l q u i t t  
Sc rapbook,  Campaign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
125 See Aus t in  S t a t e s man ,  May 16,  1910 and Da l l a s  Morning News, 
J u l y  16,  1912,  and J u l y  17,  1912.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, March 9,  1940.
127 Houston Da i ly  P o s t , June 5 ,  1912.
128Dallas  Morning News, J u ly  21, 1912, and J u ly  24, 1912.
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n ev er  been drunk in h i s  l i f e  and then  c h a l l e n g e d  "anyone t o  say t h a t  
t h e y  [had]  e v e r  seen [him]  under  t he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  
1 i q u o r .
C o l q u i t t ' s  endeavor  t o  p r o j e c t  an image o f  conce rn  f o r  t h e  
peop le  o f  Texas e x h i b i t e d  a n o t h e r  d imens ion o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  His 
r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  h i s  people  encompassed 1) t h e  f a r m e r ,  2) t h e  
l a b o r e r ,  3) t h e  m e n t a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  i l l ,  4) t he  c i t i z e n s  a long  t he  
Texas-Mexican b o r d e r ,  5) t he  c i t i z e n s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  e d u c a t i o n ,  and 
6) t h e  s t a t e  p r i s o n e r s .
C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  m a n i f e s t e d  h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t he  
f a r mer  in many ways.  Two a r e a s ,  however ,  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  imminent .
The f i r s t  was t h e  Cot ton  Confe rence  c a l l e d  by t he  Governor  in 1911.
When c r i t i c i z e d  by h i s  opponent  f o r  i n s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  mee t ing  C o l q u i t t  
r e p l i e d :
Aga in ,  my f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s ,  he [Ramsey] says  I ought  no t  t o  be 
r e - e l e c t e d  Governor  because  l a s t  f a l l  I c a l l e d  a c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t he  
Governors  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  p roduc i ng  s t a t e s .  Thi s  was done f o r  t he  
purpose  o f  c o n f e r r i n g  t o g e t h e r  and d e v i s i n g  some p l a n ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  
whereby we cou ld  be o f  some a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t he  c o t t o n  grower  and 
check ing  t he  downward t endency  o f  t h e  p r i c e  o f  c o t t o n .  He says  t h a t  
I d i d  t h a t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  and t h a t  c o t t o n  went  down two 
c e n t s  a pound a f t e r  t h a t  c on f e re nc e  was h e l d ,  and e v e r y  f a rmer  in  
Texas knows t h a t  from t h a t  t ime  c o t t o n  commenced t o  go up u n t i l  
now i t  i s  two and o n e - h a l f  c e n t s  pe r  pound h i g h e r  t han  i t  was 
t h e n J 30
In a n o t h e r  speech d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  same t o p i c  C o l q u i t t  met  t h e  cha r ge  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n  by r e t o r t i n g :
Now, i f  I p l ayed  p o l i t i c s  in  c a l l i n g  t h a t  c o n f e r e n c e ,  I want  to  
say t h a t  i s  t h e  kind o f  p o l i t i c s  a Governor  o f  a c o t t o n - p r o d u c i n g  
S t a t e  ought  t o  p l a y ,  and I am going t o  keep i t  up as  long as  I am 
Governor .
129
Houston Da i ly  P o s t , J u l y  5 ,  1910.
130 1912 Campaign Speech.
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The t ime  i s  coming,  my f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s ,  when,  wi th  t h e  c o o p e r a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  banker  and t h e  bus i nes sman ,  t he  f a rmer s  o f  t he  South a r e  
going t o  have a v o i c e  and i n f l u e n c e  in  de t e r mi n i ng  t he  va l ue  o f
c o t t o n J 31
The second a r e a  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  conce rn  was d e mons t r a t ed  by h i s  
advocacy o f  bonded warehouses .  He announced:
I e x p e c t  t o  recommend t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  when i t  meets  n ex t  
J a n u a r y  a law whereby bonded warehouses  may be e s t a b l i s h e d  in e ve r y  
community.  . . . P r ope r  warehouse  f a c i l i t i e s ,  wi t h  p r o p e r  laws r e g ­
u l a t i n g  sampl ing  and g ra d in g  c o t t o n ,  w i l l  make warehouse r e c e i p t s  
f o r  c o t t o n  as  good s e c u r i t y  as bank s t o c k .  I t  w i l l  e n a b l e  t he  
f a r mer s  t o  marke t  t h e i r  c o t t o n  g r a d u a l l y .  He can borrow money a t  
a low r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t  on h i s  warehouse  r e c e i p t  and d i s c h a r g e  h i s  
de b t s  w i t h o u t  be i ng  f o r c e d  t o  rush  h i s  c o t t o n  t o  marke t  a t  a s a c r i ­
f i c e .  132
C o l q u i t t ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a harmonious r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h
the  l a b o r  f o r c e  f u r t h e r  enhanced h i s  e t h o s .  In 1912 he s a i d ,  "The
h o n es t  l a b o r i n g  men can reach  me and i n t e r v i e w  me a t  any hour  o f  t h e
n i g h t  o r  day and I am w i l l i n g  t o  c o o p e r a t e  t o  t he  l i m i t s  t o  improve h i s  
133c o n d i t i o n s . "  On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  C o l q u i t t  reminded h i s  a ud i en ce  t h a t  
h i s  v o t i n g  r e c o r d  would c onf i rm h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  working f o r c e .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  from t h e  t ime he was in t he  S t a t e  s e n a t e  in 1895 t h rough  h i s  
f i r s t  t e rm as  Governor  he had " a i d ed  in t he  pas sage  o f  a l l  [ l a b o r ]  meas­
u r e s  e x c e p t  one.
I n d i v i d u a l s  p lagued wi th  mental  i l l n e s s  were among t h o s e  f o r  
whom C o l q u i t t  had an a f f i n i t y .  In h i s  1906 campaign he vo i ced  t h e  o p i n ­
ion t h a t  "The coun ty  j a i l  wi t h  i t s  ha rd  l i v i n g  and h a r d e r  s u r r o u n d i n g s
131 B u l l e t i n ,  C o l q u i t t  H e a d qu a r t e r s ,  J u l y  2,  1912,  Campaign o f  
1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas as Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
132 Sherman Speech.
133D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  14,  1912.
1 34 For t  Worth S ta r -Te legram ,  Ju ly  25, 1912.
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135i s  no t  a p l a ce  t o  keep a poor  human be i ng  who has l o s t  h i s  r e a s o n . "
In 1910 he advoca t ed  t h a t  "The i n s a n e  asylums o f  t he  S t a t e  shou ld  be
136e n l a r g e d  . . . and i f  n e c e s s a r y  a new asylum shou l d  be b u i l t . "  In 
1912 he p o i n t e d  t o  h i s  ach ievement  in improving t h e  e l eemosynar y  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s .  He remarked:  "When I became Governor ,  i t  was e s t i m a t e d  t h a t
t h e r e  were ove r  f i v e  hundred in san e  p e r s on s  in t h e  c oun t y  j a i l s ,  and
now t h e r e  a r e  on ly  127 in a l l  t h e  j a i l s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  and room w i l l  be
137made f o r  t h e s e  in  a s h o r t  space  o f  t i m e . "
C o l q u i t t  was e q u a l l y  c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  needs  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l l y  
i l l .  In 1910 he acknowledged t h a t
The p u b l i c  h e a l t h  i s  a lways a m a t t e r  o f  f i r s t  i mpor t anc e .  At 
t imes  i t  r e q u i r e s  g r e a t  v i g i l a n c e  on t he  p a r t  o f  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r s  
t o  keep ou t  o f  Texas p e s t i l e n t i a l  d i s e a s e s  and t o  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  
s p r ead  a f t e r  t he y  deve lop  w i t h i n  ou r  b o r d e r s .  Ample p r o v i s i o n ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  shou ld  always be made f o r  such e me r g e nc i e s .  The S t a t e  
shou ld  b u i l d  and m a i n t a i n  a s a n i t a r i u m  f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  i n d i ­
gen t  consumpt ives  and a l e p r o s y  co lony  shou l d  be e s t a b l i s h e d  where 
t h o s e  a f f l i c t e d  wi t h  t h a t  d i s e a s e  cou ld  be p r o p e r l y  c a r e d  f o r  and 
s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  p u b l i c . 138
The Texas-Mexican b or de r  problem which e r u p t e d  in C o l q u i t t ' s
f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and c on t i n ue d  d u r i n g  h i s  second a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
a f f o r d e d  him a n o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  enhance  f u r t h e r  h i s  image o f  concern
f o r  t he  p eop l e .  In speak i ng  o f  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  he s a i d :
That  Mexican b o r de r  s i t u a t i o n  has been a p e r p l e x i n g  one t o  h and l e .
We had t o  r e c o gn i ze  and g ive  due c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  t r e a t y  s t i p ­
u l a t i o n s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  between t he  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  and 
t he  Mexican Government .  We have done t h a t ,  and y e t  we have given  
adequa t e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  l i v e s  and p r o p e r t y  o f  ou r  Texas c i t i -
135Times H e r a l d , J u l y  31,  1906.
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
137 Sherman Speech.
^33Wichi t a  F a l l s  Speech.
The i s s u e  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  he l ped  t o  advance C o l q u i t t ' s
i n t e r e s t  in t he  wel l  be ing  o f  Texans .  His a t t i t u d e  toward t he  q u a l i t y
and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  was i n d i c a t e d  in h i s
opening speech in McKinney in 1906.  There  he e x p r e s s e d  t h e  d e s i r e  t o
make t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas ,  Texas A. and M. Co l l ege  and t he  i n d u s t r i a l
and normal s ch oo l s  " t he  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  k ind"  in o r d e r  t o  "pu t  in r each  o f
ever y  c ou n t ry  boy and g i r l  a chance  t o  g e t  a c o u n t r y  school  t r a i n i n g
wi th  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i n i s h  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  in t h e i r  own be loved s t a t e
in t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e i r  own making- -one  equal  t o  t h e  b e s t  in a l l  t he  
140l a n d . "  In h i s  second campaign in 1910 he d e c l a r e d :  "I  want  t he
e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  Texas made b e t t e r .  I want  eve r y  c ou n t ry
141school  t o  have a competent  t e a c h e r  w i t h  a good s a l a r y . "  In h i s  1912
speech a t  Sherman he r e a f f i r m e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  v a l ue  o f  e d u c a t io n
when he s t a t e d ,  "An e duca te d  c i t i z e n s h i p  wi th  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e
142h e a r t  as o f  t he  mind,  i s  t he  b e s t  g u a r a n t e e  o f  a good government . "
A s i t u a t i o n  which r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  from C o l q u i t t
was t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t he  p r i s o n e r s .  Thi s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e ,  which a l lowed
143C o l q u i t t  t o  u t i l i z e  both  e t h i c a l  and p a t h e t i c  a p p e a l s ,  in somewhat 
d ra ma t i c  f a s h i o n ,  c e n t e r e d  around 1) p e n i t e n t i a r y  r e fo r m,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  





Aus t in  S t a t e s m a n , May 16,  1910.
142 Sherman Speech.
143 P a t h e t i c  a p p ea l s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in Chap t e r  6.
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In 1906 C o l q u i t t  t ermed t h e  management o f  t h e  p r i s o n  sys t em "a 
b u s i n e s s  problem" which cou ld  be s o l ved  i f  p r i s o n  o f f i c i a l s  would u t i ­
l i z e  t h e  numerous avenues a v a i l a b l e  " f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  and p r o f i t a b l e
144employment o f  [ s t a t e ]  c o n v i c t s . "  Concern f o r  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  became a
major  i s s u e  in t h e  1910 campaign as  C o l q u i t t  s tumped t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  t h e
" b a t , "  an i n s t r u m e n t  used by o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  t o  d i s c i  - 
145p l i n e  i nma t e s .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  use  o f  t h i s  weapon o f  
t o r t u r e ,  C o l q u i t t  proposed t h a t  t h e  " s t r i p e "  and t h e  c o n v i c t  l e a s e  s y s ­
tem would no l o n g e r  be used .  He f u r t h e r  recommended t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
o f  a work program t h a t  would no t  compete w i t h  f r e e  l a b o r ,  a l l ow i ng  
th o s e  " i n c a r c e r a t e d  t o  l e a r n  a t r a d e  from which t h e y  [ c o u l d ]  make an 
h on es t  l i v i n g  when t h e y  [had ]  s e r ved  t h e i r  t e rm wi t h  t h e  S t a t e .  In
1912 C o l q u i t t  t o l d  h i s  au d i en c es  t h a t  he had b rough t  ab ou t  penal  r e fo rm.  
He s t a t e d :
I promised you in t h a t  campaign t h a t  t h e r e  would be p r i s o n  
re form.  I s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t r i p e  ought  t o  be a b o l i s h e d  and t h a t  t he  
c o n t r a c t  l e a s e  sys tem should  go.  I t o l d  you t h a t  i f  I were e l e c t e d  
gove rnor  I would see  t h a t  c o n v i c t  l a b o r  would be t a ken  ou t  o f  
c om p e t i t i o n  wi t h  f r e e  l a b o r .  Thi s  sys tem has been a b o l i s h e d J 4 7
On June 4 ,  1912,  C o l q u i t t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  t e rm
148as Governor  he had pardoned a pp r o x im a t e l y  t h r e e  hundred p r i s o n e r s .
In d e f e ns e  o f  t h i s  r e co rd  he remarked:
144 McKinney Speech.
145
Da l l a s  Morning News, March 9,  1910.
146
Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
147
F o r t  Worth S t a r - T e l e q r a m , J u l y  25,  1912,  see  a l s o  B u l l e t i n ,  
C o l q u i t t  H e a d q u a r t e r s , May 21,  1912,  Campaign o f  1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar ch i ves .
148 Houston Daily P o s t , June 5, 1912.
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o u t  o f  t h i s  number I have pardoned a l a r g e  number o f  young whi t e  
me n- - g r a n t e d  them c o n d i t i o n a l  p a rd o n s ,  c o n d i t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e y  would 
no t  v i o l a t e  t h e  laws o f  t h i s  S t a t e  ag a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  unserved  
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  s e n t e n c e s .  I have g r a n t e d  t h e s e  pardons  
t o  young wh i t e  men who were s e r v i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  t e rms  in p r i s o n  
f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  law;  young wh i t e  men under  t he  
age o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  and o ve r  t h e  age o f  s e v e n t e e n ;  young f e l l o w s  who 
had l e f t  t h e  farm and gone t o  town hu n t i ng  more p r o f i t a b l e  employ­
ment and had f a l l e n  i n t o  bad company and been l e d  a s t r a y  and i n t o  t h e  
commission o f  c r ime .  In most  i n s t a n c e s  t h e y  were sons  o f  widow 
women who had no money o r  i n f l u e n c e .  I want  t o  say t h a t  I have no t  
used t he  pa rdon i ng  power f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p u r po s e s .  I have no t  g r a n t e d  
pardons  on r e q u e s t s  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  l awyer s  o r  we a l t h y  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  
bu t  most  o f  t h e  pardons  I have g r a n t e d  have been on t h e  a p p ea l s  o f  
some o ld  mother  o r  some young w i f e .  I want  t o  say to  you t h a t  I 
could  s t a n d  h er e  and t a l k  t o  you by t h e  hour  and r e c i t e  t o  you 
numbers and numbers o f  c a s e s  on which I have a c t e d  f a v o r a b l y - -  
a p p e a l s  made t o  me f o r  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  some son o r  f o r  t h e  pardon 
o f  a wayward husband bu t  I s h a l l  r e c i t e  on l y  a few J  49
The s i x t h  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  e t ho s  was h i s  s ense  
o f  f a i r  p l ay .  His spee ches  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he demons t r a t ed  t h i s  c h a r a c ­
t e r  t r a i t  in f o u r  a r e a s .
F i r s t ,  he i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  one group o f  c i t i z e n s
should  no t  i n f r i n g e  upon o t h e r  groups  o f  c i t i z e n s .  He c l a i med :
t h a t  i f  t h e  peop le  o f  Johnson c oun t y  have e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  r i g h t s  
and p r e r o g a t i v e s  under  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  in good m o r a l s ,  good 
c o ns c i e nce  and good government  t h e y  have no r i g h t  t o  f o r c e  t h e i r  
o p i n i o n s  on t h e  p e op l e  o f  some o t h e r  county  which does n o t  want  
i t . 150
Second,  C o l q u i t t  a r t i c u l a t e d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t he  i n d i v i d u a l .  He
vowed:
When an emeny o f  mine has come b e f o r e  t h e  R a i l r oa d  Commission he 
has go t  a s qu ar e  deal  j u s t  t h e  same as a f r i e n d ,  and I do no t  want  
t o  be Governor  e x c e p t  in t h e  same way. I f  e l e c t e d  Governor ,  and I 
s h a l l  be ,  I want  S e n a t o r  B a i l e y  and h i s  f r i e n d s  and I want  h i s  
enemies t o  f e e l  p e r f e c t l y  a t  e a s e  in t h e  G ov e rn or ' s  o f f i c e J 5 1
149 B u l l e t i n ,  C o l q u i t t  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  J u l y  2 ,  1912,  Campaign of  
1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
i so
Cleburne  [Texas ]  Da i ly  E n t e r p r i s e , J u l y  1,  1910.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, March 20, 1910.
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T h i r d ,  C o l q u i t t  spoke o f  h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  members o f  t he  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  He remarked:  "I  d o n ' t  ask you t o  send men t o  t he  L e g i s ­
l a t u r e  who w i l l  be my o f f i c a l  s l a v e s .  I want  you t o  send men o f  i n t e l ­
l i g e n c e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  y o u r  coun ty  w e l l ,  no t  t o  be s e r v i l e  t o  me. I am a
152f r e e  man m y s e l f ,  and so shou ld  l e g i s l a t o r s  b e . "
F o u r t h ,  C o l q u i t t  d e mons t r a t ed  h i s  s ens e  o f  f a i r  p l a y  in h i s
f i r s t  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s  i n  1911.  At t h a t  t ime  he d e c l a r e d :
I promise  you now t o  c o n s e c r a t e  an h o n e s t  and s i n c e r e  h e a r t  and an
h o n es t  and s i n c e r e  purpose  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  law and uphold i t s  d i g ­
n i t y  and p r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  pe r s ons  and o f  p r o p e r t y  t h ro u gh o u t  
t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas .  Wi thout  b i t t e r n e s s  and w i t h o u t  
s t r i f e  I hope I w i l l  have t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  Leg­
i s l a t u r e  and t he  c i t i z e n s h i p  o f  Texas a t  l a r g e .  I want  t h e  members 
o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  f e e l  a t  home in t h e  G ov er no r ' s  o f f i c e ;  come 
and counse l  wi t h  me and l e t  me counse l  wi t h  you ,  whe t he r  you a gr ee  
wi t h  me on p o l i c i e s  and upon q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  c o n f r o n t i n g  you o r  
n o t .  I ask t h a t  you c a n d i d l y  c o n f e r  wi t h  me and s ee  whe t he r  we can 
a d j u s t  ou r  d i f f e r e n c e s  and u n i t e  upon a p o l i c y  which w i l l  l e ad  Texas 
t o  f i r s t  p l a c e  in  t h e  s i s t e r h o o d  o f  s t a t e s .  I p l edge  you now eve r y  
e f f o r t  o f  mine s h a l l  be d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  up b u i l d i n g  and development  
o f  ou r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  ou r  sys tem o f  common s c h o o l s .  I 
want  t o  s ee  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  Texas so e du ca t e d  and 
t r a i n e d  t h a t  a l l  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s h i p  can l i v e  up t o  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  
o f  t h e  Golden Rule "Do unto  o t h e r s  as  you would have them do unto  
y o u .153
The f i n a l  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  c h a r a c t e r  a pp ea l s
was h i s  h u m i l i t y .  Al though he d id  no t  s t r e s s  t h i s  q u a l i t y  t o  a g r e a t
e x t e n t ,  h i s  s u c c i n c t  s t a t e m e n t s  seemed s u f f i c i e n t l y  a d eq u a t e .  In 1910
he s a i d ,  "I  have no e d u c a t i o n .  I g r a d ua t ed  in a p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ,  and
154t h a t ' s  my alma m a t e r . "  In h i s  1912 campaign he s t a t e d ,  "I  am 
w i l l i n g  t o  c o n f e s s  my f a u l t s  and my s i n s .  I am j u s t  l i k e  eve r y  o t h e r
152 B u l l e t i n ,  C o l q u i t t  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  June  12,  1912,  Campaign o f  
1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
153 Copy o f  inaugura l  speech,  C o l q u i t t  P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of
Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
164Austin  Sta tesman,  May 16, 1910.
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155mor t a l  man. I do n o t  c l a i m  t o  be b e t t e r  t ha n  o t h e r  p e o p l e . "  L a t e r
in t he  same canvass  he r e p e a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  "no t  c l a i m  t o  be a p e r f e c t
man." He then  added,  "I  neve r  hear d  o f  bu t  one and he pardoned t h e
156t h i e f  upon t h e  c r o s s . "
The purpose  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  has been t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  c r e a t e d  by Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  in h i s  t h r e e  gub e rn a ­
t o r i a l  campaigns .  I t  has emphas ized t h e  scope o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  e t h o s  from
t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  image f o s t e r e d  by h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  and t h e  image
s ug g es t e d  by h i s  s pee ch es .
The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  t r a c e s  C o l q u i t t ' s  development  as 
an a s t u t e  p o l i t i c i a n  whose name was we l l  known by t h e  peop le  o f  Texas 
by t he  t ime o f  h i s  f i r s t  campaign f o r  g o v e rn or .  The c h a p t e r  a l s o  d i s ­
cuss ed  t he  impact  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  r e c o r d  as  R a i l r o a d  Commissioner  from 
1902 t o  1910 in t he  f o r m u l a t i n g  o f  a ud i en ce  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  man. The 
c h a p t e r  t hen  enumera t es  and d e t a i l s  f i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  
campaigns which he l ped  t o  shape h i s  i n a r t i s t i c  image.  These f e a t u r e s  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  C o l q u i t t  c l u b s ,  t e s t i m o n y  o f  f r i e n d s  and sup­
p o r t e r s ,  p u b l i c  endor semen t ,  campaign l i t e r a t u r e  and newspaper  cove r age .  
F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t ' s  s peeches  were examined t o  d e t e r m in e  t h e  a r t i s t i c  
image g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  s p e a k e r .  C o l q u i t t ' s  a d d r e s s e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  he 
was 1) an i n d i v i d u a l  who a t t e m p t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
wi t h  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  2) an i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  knowledge and e x p e r t i s e  in  a 
number o f  a r e a s ,  and 3) a " se l f - m a de "  i n d i v i d u a l  p o s s e s s i n g  c h a r a c t e r  
t r a i t s  o f  h o n e s t y ,  c o u r a g e ,  m o r a l i t y ,  c o n c e r n ,  f a i r n e s s ,  and h u m i l i t y .
B u l l e t i n ,  C o l q u i t t  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  J u l y  2 ,  1912,  Campaign o f  
1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  A rc h iv e s .
^56Da l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  17,  1912.
Chapt e r  6 
THE SPEECHES
In d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e  1960 p r e s i d e n t i a l
e l e c t i o n ,  Bernard  C. Ki sse l  comments on a " b a s i c  speech"  de s i gned  by
Ri cha rd  M. Nixon t o  meet  t h e  v a r i o u s  needs o f  t h e  campaign t r a i l J  This
speech  was compared by S t ewa r t  A!sop " to  an a c c o rd i o n  which would be
expanded o r  c o n t r a c t e d  in t he  campaign,  e n a b l i n g  Nixon t o  d i s c a r d  and
2
s u b s t i t u t e  i s s u e s  o f  immediate  i n t e r e s t . "  Ki s se l  conc ludes  t h a t  such a 
v e h i c l e  was a f l e x i b l e  campaign t a c t i c ,  e n g i n e e r e d  in such a f a s h i o n  as
3
" t o  be a d a p t a b l e  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  t h r o u g h ou t  t h e  c o u n t r y . "
A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  campaign speeches  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t  
between 1906 and 1912,  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i ­
r a n t s ,  r e v e a l e d  t h e  use o f  a t e c h n i q u e  s i m i l a r  t o  t he  one in Nixon ' s  
a c c o r d i o n  s peech .  For each o f  h i s  f o r ma l ,  open ing  s peak i ng  o c ca s i o n s  
C o l q u i t t  c o n s t r u c t e d  models which could  be ad ap t e d  by add i ng ,  d e l e t i n g ,  
o r  a m p l i f y i n g  i d e a s  demanded by each speak i ng  s i t u a t i o n .  Thi s  b a s i c  
s p e e ch ,  t hen  p ro v i d ed  C o l q u i t t  wi th  a communicat ive e l a s t i c i t y  which 
e nab l e d  him t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  many r h e t o r i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l
^Bernard C. K i s s e l ,  "Richard  M. Nixon:  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  an Image,"  
Q u a r t e r l y  J ou r n a l  o f  Sp ee ch , XLVI (December,  1960) ,  358.
2
S t e w a r t  Al s op ,  "Campaigning wi th  Nixon, "  Sa t u r day  Evening P o s t ,  
CCXXXIII (November 5 ,  1960) ,  32-33.
\ i s s e l ,  p.  358.
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campa i gns .
That  C o l q u i t t  used a b a s i c  speech i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d ,  f i r s t ,  by 
a compar i son o f  t h e  t e x t s  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  s pee ch es .  For  example ,  in 
h i s  open ing  speech a t  McKinney, Texas ,  in t he  1906 campaign,  C o l q u i t t  
b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  Co n f e de r a t e  s o l d i e r ,  e x p r e s s i n g  
t he  s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  i t  would be h i s  du ty  as Governor  and t h e  du t y  o f  
t h e  younger  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  South t o  make an e f f o r t  t o  p ro v i de  f o r  
t he  C on fe de r a t e  s o l d i e r  and t o  bestow on them " the  generous  c a r e  a d u t i ­
f u l  son would devo te  t o  h i s  f a t h e r — no t  pen ur i o u s  and n i g g a r d l y ,  bu t
4
generous  and a f f e c t i o n a t e . "  Two months l a t e r  in a speech a t  B e l t o n ,  
Texas ,  C o l q u i t t ,  us ing  t h e  b a s i c  argument  he had i n t r o d u c e d  in t h e  open­
ing s pe e c h ,  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  same s e n t i m e n t .  On t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  however  he 
used t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  t o  emphasize  h i s  keen concern  f o r  
t h e  Co n fe d e r a t e  s o l d i e r .  A f t e r  d e t a i l i n g  h i s  e f f o r t s  as  a s t a t e  s e n a t o r  
t o  improve t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  o l d  s o l d i e r s ,  he s a i d :
I b e l i e v e  now, as I have always b e l i e v e d ,  t h a t  we shou l d  t r e a t  
t h e  Co n fe d e r a t e  s o l d i e r  l i b e r a l l y  and no t  n i g g a r d l y .  Tha t  we 
shou ld  do f o r  him, no t  something t h a t  would s a t i s f y  t he  eas y  con­
s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  p l a c e - h u n t i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  bu t  something t h a t  would 
r e a l l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  Co nf e de r a t e  s o l d i e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  g a l e s  o f  n e c e s ­
s i t y .  5
A second v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  use o f  t he  same b a s i c  
speech i s  p rov i de d  by newspaper  a ccoun t s  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s e s .  In 1906 t h e  
Da l l a s  [Texas ]  Morning News r e p o r t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  a speech a t  Commerce, 
Texas ,  C o l q u i t t  chose  t o  emphasize  t he  f a u l t s  o f  one o f  h i s  o pp o n e n t s ,
4
Copy o f  opening speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  McKinney, Texas ,  May 12,
1906,  Campaign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in
A r c h i v e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t he  McKinney Speech.
5
Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  B e l t o n ,  Texas ,  June  4 ,  1906,  Cam­
paign o f  1906,  C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A r c h i v e s ,
h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  Bel ton Speech.
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b u t  t h a t  t h e  " re m a in d e r  o f  t h e  speech  was a long  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  one 
d e l i v e r e d  in D a l l a s ,  a l th o u g h  i t  was s h o r t e r ,  r e q u i r i n g  abou t  an hour
g
t o  d e l i v e r . "  In d e s c r i b i n g  a 1910 speech  d e l i v e r e d  by C o l q u i t t  in 
T y l e r ,  Texas ,  t h e  Houston [T exas ]  D a i ly  P os t  no ted  t h a t  "B ar r in g  h i s  
open ing  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  T y l e r  C i t i z e n  [ a n o t h e r  o f  
C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t s ] ,  Mr. C o l q u i t t ' s  speech  was abou t  th e  
same as d e l i v e r e d  e l s e w h e r e . " ^  The A u s t in  [T exas ]  S ta tesman o f  May 30, 
1912, d e c l a r e d  t h a t  C o l q u i t t ' s  "view o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  i s s u e s  was t h e
g
same as  h e r e t o f o r e ,  as was a l s o  t h a t  o f  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  sy s te m ."
Numerous o t h e r  newspaper a cc o u n t s  i n d i c a t e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  r e p e t i t i o n  o f
g
th e  same b a s i c  sp eech .
C o l q u i t t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d id  n o t  use th e  same speech each t im e  he 
d e l i v e r e d  a p o l i t i c a l  a d d r e s s .  Depending on t h e  a u d ien c e  and o c ca s io n  
he a d j u s t e d  to  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  demands o f  each s i t u a t i o n .  However, a 
m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  sp ea k in g  was based  on t h e  co n cep t  d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r  as 
t h e  " a c c o rd io n "  sp eech .  For t h a t  reason  t h i s  c h a p t e r  p roposes  t o  
a n a ly z e  and e v a l u a t e  t h e  r h e t o r i c  which c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  t h r u s t  o f  
C o l q u i t t ' s  t h r e e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaigns.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  examine 
1) C o l q u i t t ' s  methods o f  p r e p a r i n g  h i s  a rgum en ts ,  2) h i s  b a s i c  p r e m is e s ,
^ D a l l a s  [T exas ]  Morning News, J u l y  22 ,  1906.
^Houston [T exas ]  D a i ly  P o s t , J u l y  7,  1910.
^A us t in  [T exas ]  S t a t e s m a n , May 30, 1912. 
g
See D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  22 ,  1906; San Anto ino [Texas ]  
L i g h t , J u l y  7 ,  1906; D a l l a s  Morning News, March 20,  1910; San Antonio  
[Texas]  E x p r e s s , A p r i l  29,  1910; D a l l a s  Morning News, May 13, 1910; 
D a l l a s  Morning News, May 20 , 1910; A u s t in  S t a t e s m a n , May 15, 1910; 
Houston D a i ly  P o s t , June 8 ,  1912; A u s t in  S t a t e s m a n , June  21, 1912;
A u s t in  S t a t e s m a n , June  22 , 1912; D a l l a s  Morning News, June  19, 1912; and 
Houston D a i ly  P o s t , J u l y  14,  1912.
161
3) h i s  l i n e s  o f  a r g u m e n ta t i o n ,  4) h i s  use o f  e v i d e n c e ,  5) h i s  use o f  
motive  a p p e a l s ,  and 6) h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a r e n a .
Although Oscar Branch C o l q u i t t  had l i t t l e  formal t r a i n i n g  s p e ­
c i f i c a l l y  in  t h e  a r t  o f  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  h i s  speeches  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  he e x e r t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f o r t  in t h e  r e s e a r c h i n g  and 
w r i t i n g  o f  h i s  m a jo r  p o l i t i c a l  a d d r e s s e s  as well  as t h o s e  he d e l i v e r e d
t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . ^  R efe rences  in  h i s  speeches  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f
11 12 13d e m o cr a t i c  forms o f  government,  t o  American h i s t o r y ,  t o  t h e  B i b l e ,
14to  r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y ,  t o  r e l i g i o u s  t e n e t s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  groups  o t h e r
15 16than  C h r i s t i a n s ,  t o  t h e  c l a s s i c s ,  as wel l  as  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  as a
17 18R a i l r o a d  Commissioner,  h i s  knowledge o f  t h e  Texas c o n s t i t u t i o n ,
George P. Huckaby, "Oscar Branch C o l q u i t t :  a P o l i t i c a l  Bio­
graphy" (u n p u b l i sh e d  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t i n ,  
1946) ,  p. 239 and p. 329.
^ C o p y  o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  San Saba,  Texas ,  J u l y  29 ,  1909, 
Campaign o f  1910, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  
A r c h iv e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as San Saba Speech.
12 Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  New Ulm, T e x a s ,  O c tober  9 ,  1909, 
Campaign o f  1910, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  
A r c h iv e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as  New Ulm Speech.
13New Ulm Speech.
14D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  21 ,  1912, and McKinney Speech.
15 Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  P a l e s t i n e ,  Texas ,  J u l y  13,  1911, 
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  A r c h iv e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  
r e f e r r e d  t o  as P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
^ C o p y  o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  W ich i ta  F a l l s ,  Texas ,  March 17, 
1910, Campaign o f  1910, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  
A r c h iv e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as W ich i ta  F a l l s  Speech.
^H ugh  Nugent F i t z g e r a l d ,  Governors I Have Known ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  
A u s t in  A m er ican -S ta te sm an , 1927) ,  p. 30.
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
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19h i s  knowledge o f  Texas t a x  laws,  and h i s  voluminous use o f  s t a t i s t i c a l
20d a t a  on a v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  a man who 
devo ted  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  t im e  arming h i m s e l f  w i th  r h e t o r i c a l  
ammunition.
The c o n t e n t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  i n d e e d ,  r e v e a l e d  C o l q u i t t  t o  be
a m a s t e r  o f  t h e  many s u b j e c t s  he d i s c u s s e d  in  h i s  t h r e e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l
campaigns.  That  he was p re p a red  was a b u n d a n t ly  c l e a r .  A q u e s t i o n ,  then
a r i s e s .  How d id  t h e  Texan o b t a i n  t h i s  knowledge?
O bv ious ly ,  t h e  r e a d in g  h a b i t s  C o l q u i t t  a c q u i r e d  as a you th
21remained  w i th  him th ro u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e t i m e  and p ro v id e d  him w i th  an
a r s e n a l  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  however,  t h e
C o l q u i t t  Papers  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rch ives  p ro v id e
s e v e r a l  answers  as  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  speech  p r e p a r a t i o n .
These f i l e s  a r e  r e p l e t e  w i th  l e t t e r s ,  s c r a p b o o k s ,  and m i s c e l l a n e o u s
m a t e r i a l s  which i m p l i c i t l y  i n f e r  methods used by C o l q u i t t .
F i r s t ,  C o l q u i t t  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on newspapers  f o r  p e r t i n e n t
i n f o r m a t io n  abou t  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and economic e v e n t s  in  Texas.
There  i s  ev id en c e  t h a t  as e a r l y  as 1905 C o l q u i t t  s u b s c r i b e d  t o  a l l
major  d a i l y  newspapers  in  th e  s t a t e  as  wel l  as numerous smal l  town 
22w e e k l i e s .  A f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  use o f  newspapers  i s  
19A u s t in  [Texas ]  T r i b u n e , F eb ru a ry  1, 1905.
2^W ich i ta  F a l l s  Speech.
210.  B. C o l q u i t t ,  Governor 0.  B. C o l q u i t t  T e l l s  o f  E a r ly  L i f e  
and o f  His Newspaper and P o l i t i c a l  E x p e r ien ce  ( P i t t s b u r g ,  Texas:  
P i t t s b u r g  [Texas ]  G a z e t t e , February  16,  1934) ,  p. 3.
22 L i s t  o f  Newspapers,  October  16, 1905, C o l q u i t t  P apers ,
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
163
s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by a number o f  sc rapbooks  c o n t a i n i n g  c l i p p i n g s  o f  h i s
o p p o n e n t ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  In 1910, f o r  example ,  C o l q u i t t  had a c c e s s  t o  a
t o t a l  o f  t e n  s c ra p b o o k s .  Three  o f  t h e s e  books p e r t a i n e d  t o  R. V.
Davidson; t h r e e  t o  Judge W il l iam P o i n d e x t e r ;  t h r e e  t o  Cone Jonhson— a l l
g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c o n te n d e r s  in  t h e  1910 campaign. The t e n t h  scrapbook  had
c l i p p i n g s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  p e r e n n i a l  enemy Reverend George C.
Rankin .  These c l i p p i n g s  came from a v a r i e t y  o f  newspapers  i n c l u d i n g ,
th e  Corpus C h r i s t i  [T ex as ]  C a l l e r , Corpus C h r i s t i  [T ex as ]  H e r a l d ,
Houston [T ex as ]  Labor J o u r n a l , G a lves ton  [T exas ]  T r i b u n e , Houston D ai ly
P o s t , D a l l a s  Morning News, San Antonio  E x p r e s s , Sari Antonio  [T exas ]  L ig h t
and G a z e t t e , G a lves ton  [T exas ]  News, H u n t s v i l l e  [T exas ]  P o s t  I t e m ,
I t a s c a  [Texas ]  I t e m , A u s t in  T r i b u n e , Ennis [T exas ]  D a i ly  News, F o r t
Worth [T exas ]  R eco rd , Waco [Texas ]  Times H e r a l d , Temple [T exas ]  M i r r o r ,
P e o p l e ' s  Review [ H e n r i e t t a ,  T e x a s ] ,  Lufkin  [T exas ]  D a i ly  News, Karnes
[T ex as ]  C i t a t i o n , S h i v e r  [T ex as ]  G a z e t t e , Hamilton [T exas ]  H e r a l d , and
23A b i len e  [T exas ]  D a i ly  R e p o r t e r .
With t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  p r e s s  C o l q u i t t  was a b l e  t o  keep a b r e a s t  o f  
th e  temper  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic,  and s o c i a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
and n a t i o n  as wel l  as t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n ts .  From 
th e  t e x t s  o f  h i s  speeches  i t  seems e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  was an 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p r e p a r a t i o n  p r o c e s s .
Perhaps  t h e  most p o t e n t  method used by C o l q u i t t  in  h i s  speech 
p r e p a r a t i o n  was h i s  voluminous c o r r e sp o n d e n c e .  Th is  c o n s t i t u t e d  a 
second m ajor  s o u rce  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .
23 Scrapbook, Campaign o f  1910, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f
Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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An exam ina t ion  o f  h i s  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  
u t i l i z e d  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  ways o f  c o l l e c t i n g  d a t a  f o r  t h e  im p lem en ta t ion  
o f  h i s  i d e a s .  F i r s t ,  he c o n t a c t e d  a g e n c i e s ,  bo th  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e ,  
a sk in g  f o r  s p e c i f i c  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s .  Second,  he c o n t a c t e d  i n d i v i d ­
u a l s  f o r  in fo r m a t io n  and a d v i c e .  T h i r d ,  he f r e q u e n t l y  b e n e f i t e d  from 
i n f o r m a t io n  e l i c i t e d  from t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .
Numerous p i e c e s  o f  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  in  t h e  C o l q u i t t  Papers  r e v e a l
t h e  n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  o f  t h e  T e x a n ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .
He sough t  so much in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  he f r e q u e n t l y  r e s o r t e d  t o  a form
24l e t t e r  t o  e x p e d i t e  h i s  r e s e a r c h .
Responding t o  one o f  t h e  form l e t t e r s  was t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and 
G rea t  N or the rn  R a i l r o a d  Company. W. L. Maury o f  t h e  f i r m ' s  a c c o u n t in g  
d e p a r tm e n t ,  w ro te :
In compliance  w i th  c i r c u l a r  [ i t a l i c s  n o t  in  t h e  o r i g i n a l ]  
l e t t e r  o f  March 3 rd ,  s ig n e d  by y o u ,  r e c e i v e d  in  an enve lope  
a d d re s s e d  t o  me, a sk in g  f o r  f o u r  s t a t e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t a x e s  pa id  
by th e  I .  & G. N. R. R . ,  I e n c l o s e  h e re w i th  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  s t a t e ­
m en ts ,  p r e p a re d  by our  Land and Tax D ep ar tm en t . ^
A nother  r e sp o n se  from a p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  Lone S t a r  Fish  
and O y s te r  Company o f  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  b r e a d th  
o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  use o f  l e t t e r s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  p u rp o s e s .  The company 
s t a t e d :
Your f a v o r  o f  t h e  2 7 th .  The e x p e r t  i n f o r m a t i o n  as r e g a r d s  
o y s t e r  c u l t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  e n a b le  you t o  speak  e x p e r t l y  would r e q u i r e  
y o u r  s tu d y  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  from many documents ,  f o r  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  
r e c o rd  you w i l l  be a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  o f  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  a t  
A u s t in  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  F ish  & O y s t e r  C om m iss ione r ' s  r e p o r t s ,  s i n c e
24 L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  Maury,  March 3 ,  1906, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
25 L e t t e r  from Maury to  C o l q u i t t ,  March 7,  1906, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  I am m a i l i n g  y o u ,  under  s e p a r a t e  c o v e r ,  some docu­
ments t h a t  w i l l  e n l i g h t e n  you somewhat as  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  a t t e n t i o n  
i s  be ing  g iven  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  "C o n se rv a t io n  o f  Fish  and O y s t e r s . "26
In a d d i t i o n  t o  c o n t a c t i n g  p r i v a t e  f i r m s ,  C o l q u i t t  f r e q u e n t l y  
r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  from s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .
A t y p i c a l  l e t t e r  f o l l o w s :
Will  you k i n d l y  f u r n i s h  me w i th  a s t a t e m e n t  showing th e  e x a c t  
amount o f  money expended in  s u p p o r t  and m a in tenance  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
Deaf and Dumb I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r s  1900 t o  1905, both 
i n c l u s i v e .  Also f u r n i s h  me a s t a t e m e n t  showing t h e  e x a c t  amount 
o f  money expended f o r  m a in ten an ce  o f  y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  from 1897 to  
1898, both  i n c l u s i v e .  Also f o r  each o f  t h e s e  p e r i o d s  and f o r  each 
y e a r ,  g iv e  t h e  av e rag e  number o f  p a t i e n t s  in  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .
In c lu d e  in  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  each y e a r  t h e  amount o f  
any d i f i c i e n c y  i n c u r r e d  f o r  m a in te n a n c e ,  b u t  e l i m i n a t e  from th e  
s t a t e m e n t  a l l  sums expended f o r  permanent  im provem ent .27
In a lm o s t  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  r e s p o n se s  t o  h i s  
i n q u i r i e s .  The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  t h e  Texas S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r i e s ,  f o r  
example,  r e p l i e d  t h u s ,  "Rep ly ing  t o  y o u r  f a v o r  o f  t h e  19th i n s t a n t ,  
beg t o  s a y ,  in  answer t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a sk e d ,  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t io n  we 
g ive  you h e r e i n ,  i s  up t o  J a n u a ry  3 1 s t ,  1906."  He then  gave d e t a i l e d
p Q
answers  t o  t h e  e l ev e n  q u e s t i o n s  C o l q u i t t  had posed .
C o l q u i t t ' s  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  r e q u e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a d v ic e  from 
i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  was a second method t h e  Texan employed in g a t h e r i n g  
m a t e r i a l  f o r  h i s  s p e e c h e s .  On Feb rua ry  23 ,  1910, he w ro te  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  
l e t t e r  t o  tw en ty - tw o  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s ,  some o f  whom were r e s p e c t e d  
d o c t o r s ,  l a w y e r s ,  newspaper  e d i t o r s ,  and p o l i t i c a n s .
26 L e t t e r  from Gibson t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J a n u a ry  1,  1910, C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
^ L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  McNulty,  September 20 ,  1905, C o l q u i t t  
P a p e rs ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
p o
L e t t e r  from Baker to  C o l q u i t t ,  February 26, 1906, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
166
I am g a t h e r i n g  d a t a  t o g e t h e r  t o  w r i t e  my formal  open ing  speech 
which I e x p e c t  t o  make in  W ich i ta  F a l l s  on March 17 th .
I am w r i t i n g  t o  ask  i f  you have any s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  you c a r e  t o  
make in  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m a t t e r s  mentioned  in my p l a t f o r m  on th e  
r e v e r s e  s i d e  o f  t h i s  s h e e t . 2^
That  C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  and u t i l i z e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  i s  e v i ­
denced by t h e  numerous l e t t e r s  d a t i n g  from March 1,  1910, th ro u g h  A pr i l
301, 1910. To one o f  h i s  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  C la ren c e  O us ley ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
F o r t  Worth R eco rd , C o l q u i t t  r e p l i e d :
Your l e t t e r  o f  March 1 s t ,  w i th  s u g g e s t i o n s  in  com pliance  w i th  
my r e q u e s t ,  r e c e i v e d .
In some o f  my s p e e c h e s ,  which have n o t  been f u l l y  r e p o r t e d ,  I 
have been p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  id ea  which you r e f e r  t o  in y o u r  f i r s t  
s u g g e s t i o n ,  t o - w i t ,  t h e  " r e v e r s e  o f  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  c o n t e n t i o n . "
Your second p r o p o s i t i o n  I t h i n k  i s  a l s o  sound and i s  in  l i n e
w i th  speeches  which I have been making t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  . . .
I have been p r e s e n t i n g  th e  i d e a s  which y o u r  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n s  to
my a u d ie n c e s  and f i n d  them w i l l i n g  l i s t e n e r s .  '
In a more g e n e ra l  way C o l q u i t t  s o l i c i t e d  a d v ice  and i n f o r m a t io n
from a l a r g e  segment o f  t h e  s t a t e .  L e t t e r s  from t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c
c o n s t i t u t e d  a t h i r d  method used by C o l q u i t t  in  h i s  speech  p r e p a r a t i o n .
Using a form l e t t e r ,  he s t a t e d :
I w i l l  . . . b e  p l e a s e d  to  h e a r  from you a t  any t im e  in  t h e  f u t u r e  
and t r u s t  t h a t  you w i l l  w r i t e  me as t h e  canvass  p r o g r e s s e s  and t e l l  
me o f  developments  in y o u r  ne ighborhood  o r  o f f e r  me any s u g g e s t i o n s  
you may t h i n k  a d v i s a b l e . ^ 2
29
L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  Vowel!, F eb rua ry  23 ,  1910, C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
30 L e t t e r p r e s s e s ,  March 1,  1910 t o  A pr i l  1,  1910, C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
^ L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  to  O us ley ,  March 3 ,  1910, C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
32
Form l e t t e r  from C o lq u i t t  to  "Dear S i r , "  Campaign o f  1906,
C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
167
In 1906 C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  a tremendous  re sp o n se  t o  h i s  form 
33l e t t e r .  One s u p p o r t e r  p r a g m a t i c a l l y  a d v i s e d  C o l q u i t t  t o  t a k e  th e
p l a t f o r m  on which he r e c e i v e d  t h e  nom ina t ion  and show what he advoca ted
then  and which o f  t h o s e  measures  had become law. He f u r t h e r  c o u n se le d
C o l q u i t t  t o  "show how, in  a cc o rd a n ce  w i th  [ h i s ]  p r o m i s e s ,  [he  had]
34reduced a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and saved  t h e  S t a t e  u s e l e s s  e x p e n d i t u r e s . "
Another  urged t h a t  when C o l q u i t t  answered B e l l ' s  speech  r e f e r r i n g  to
Lanham's r e c o r d  as a C o n fe d e r a te  s o l d i e r  t h a t  he shou ld  " t e l l  t h e  people
t h a t  t h e  l a s t  bugal  [ s i c ]  c a l l  had h a r d l y  d ied  away b e f o r e  Lanham had
35a cc e p te d  a p l a c e  under  E. J .  Davis t o  p r o s e c u t e  h i s  own p e o p l e . "
Because o f  t h e  1906 r e sp o n se  t o  h i s  form l e t t e r  C o l q u i t t  used i t  aga in  
in  t h e  1910 and 1912 cam p a ig n s . "^
In a d d i t i o n  to  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  and r e c e i v e d  by C o l q u i t t  in h i s  
in fo r m a t io n  g a t h e r i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  Texan sometimes used in fo rm al  c o n f e r ­
ences  and p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i th  h i s  more i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s .  In th e
1910 campaign C o l q u i t t  c o n s u l t e d  C la ren c e  Ous ley ,  u rg in g  him t o  " c o n f e r
37w i th  Capps, Judge Armstrong and o t h e r  f r i e n d s  . . . "  f o r  t h e i r  op in io n  
r e l a t i v e  t o  c e r t a i n  i s s u e s  in  t h e  campaign. A f t e r  O u s l e y ' s  c o n f e r e n c e s ,
3 3
L e t t e r p r e s s e s ,  March 1,  1906 to  A pr i l  1,  1906, C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
34
L e t t e r  from Haven t o  C o l q u i t t ,  A p r i l  10, 1912, C o l q u i t t
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
36
L e t t e r  from Buckner t o  C o l q u i t t ,  June  1,  1906, C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
^ F o r m  l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  "Dear S i r , "  Campaigns o f  1910 
and 1912. See a l s o  L e t t e r p r e s s e s , Campaigns o f  1910 and 1912, C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
37
L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  to  Osuley, January  28,  1910, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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C o l q u i t t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he would "run up [ t o  F o r t  Worth] one day n e x t
38week t o  have a c o n f e re n c e  w i th  you [ O u s l e y ] . "  On a n o t h e r  o c ca s io n
C o l q u i t t  w ro te  A. H a idusek ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he would be g lad  t o  have a
p e r so n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  him t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  l o c a l  o p t io n  and
39p r o h i b i t i o n  as  soon as  p o s s i b l e .
Another  t e c h n iq u e  which was h e l p f u l  t o  C o l q u i t t  in  p r e p a r i n g  h i s  
a d d r e s s e s  were t h e  s p e e c h e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y , t h e  opening s p e e c h e s ,  o f  h i s
o p p o n e n t s .  In th e  C o l q u i t t  Papers  t h e r e  a r e  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  h i s  oppo-
i 40n e n t s  sp eech es  f o r  each o f  t h e  t h r e e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaigns.
Throughout each campaign C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d  a b a r r a g e  o f  l e t t e r s  which
c o n t a i n e d  e x c e r p t s  from and d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  speeches  h i s  opponents  
41had d e l i v e r e d .  These speeches  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  t o  C o l q u i t t  
in  p r e p a r i n g  r e b u t t a l s  a g a i n s t  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n ' s  a rgum ents .
C o l q u i t t  sometimes used h i s  own speeches  t o  sound o u t  p u b l i c  
o p in io n  on some o f  t h e  i s s u e s  he p lanned  t o  e l a b o r a t e  on in a f o r t h ­
coming campaign. In 1910, f o r  example,  he a d d re s sed  a lumberman's  
co n v en t io n  in  G a lv e s to n ,  Texas ,  u s in g  t h a t  o c ca s io n  t o  t e s t  h i s  i d e a s  
on l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t  b e f o r e  d ev e lo p in g  them in  d e t a i l  in  l a t e r  campaign
OO
L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  to  Ousley ,  J an u a ry  28 ,  1910, C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
39
L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  H a idusek ,  February  24 ,  1910, C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
40
Copies  o f  Speeches ,  Campaigns o f  1906, 1910, and 1912,
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
41 L e t t e r s  from Young to  C o l q u i t t ,  June  6 ,  1906; S tone  t o  
C o l q u i t t ,  A pr i l  18, 1910; J e n k in s  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  May 2 ,  1912; and numerous 
o t h e r  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
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42s p e e c h e s .  I t  seems l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  f o u r  speeches  C o l q u i t t  
gave in  1909 a t  San Saba,  Honey Grove, H a s k e l l ,  and New Ulm were c l e a r l y  
s p r i n g b o a r d s  f o r  some o f  t h e  m a jo r  arguments  he i n t r o d u c e d  in  t h e  1910 
campaign.
When C o l q u i t t  had w r i t t e n  o u t  a m a n u sc r ip t  copy o f  a m ajor  
s p ee c h ,  he o f t e n  s e n t  i t  t o  s e v e r a l  p rom inen t  Texans f o r  an a p p r a i s a l .
On March 15, 1910, Colonel J .  F. W o l t e r s ,  a p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d  and C h a i r ­
man o f  t h e  E x ecu t ive  Committee o f  t h e  A n t i - S t a t e - W id e  P r o h i b i t i o n  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Texas ,  r e sponded .  He commented:
I beg t o  acknowledge r e c e i p t  o f  you r  f a v o r  o f  March 14th  e n ­
c l o s i n g  advance copy o f  y o u r  opening  sp ee c h .  I t  took  me j u s t  30 
m inu tes  t o  read  i t ;  I re ad  ev e ry  l i n e  o f  i t .  I have n e v e r  r e a d  an 
opening speech o f  any c a n d i d a t e  t h a t  p l e a s e d  me more.  In t h e  l a n ­
guage o f  o u r  mutual f r i e n d ,  Judge Tom Simmons, " i t  sounds l i k e  o ld  
t ime r e l i g i o n . "  I t  i s  a g r e a t  s p ee c h ,  n o t  o n ly  in  what i t  c o n t a i n s  
and t h e  manner in  which i t  i s  worded, b u t  in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  
l a b o r i o u s  no r  t e d i o u s . 43
In 1312, w h i l e  advance c o p ie s  o f  h i s  opening speech  r e s u l t e d  in  s e v e r a l
44l e t t e r s  o f  a p p r o v a l ,  i t  a l s o  b ro u g h t  him some s t e r n  c r i t i c i s m ,  r e ­
s u l t i n g  in  r e w r i t i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  speech which " d e a l t  s e v e r e l y  w i th
45p e r s o n a l i t i e s  r a t h e r  than  i s s u e s . "
Brembeck and Howell s u g g e s t  a m ajor  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in  t h e  p r e p a ­
r a t i o n  o f  any speech  i s  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a u d ien c e  f o r  whom
42
F o r t  Worth R eco rd , A pr i l  15, 1909.
43
L e t t e r  from W olte rs  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  March 15, 1910, C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
44 L e t t e r s  from Ousley  t o  C o l q u i t t ,  A pr i l  1 ,  1912, and Guion to  
C o l q u i t t ,  A pr i l  16,  1912, and o t h e r  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
45 L e t t e r s  from Johnson to  C o l q u i t t ,  Apri l  14, 1912, Ousley to
C o l q u i t t ,  April  1, 1912, Rawlins M. C o l q u i t t  to  Oscar B. C o l q u i t t ,
March 30, 1912, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Arch ives .
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46th e  speech  i s  i n t e n d e d .  There  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  
was k een ly  aware o f  t h e  im por tance  o f  t h i s  t e n e t  o f  r h e t o r i c .
F i r s t ,  b e f o r e  t h e  1906 campaign C o l q u i t t  made a t o u r  o f  North
Texas " to  d e te r m in e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  v o t e r s . H e  made s i m i l a r
48t o u r s  in  1910 and 1912. Second, h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  g en e ra l  p u b l i c
became i n t e g r a l  e l em en t s  o f  h i s  campaign s t r a t e g y .  These l e t t e r s
always encouraged  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  t o  keep C o l q u i t t  p o s ted  on t h e  d e v e l -
49opments in  a p a r t i c u l a r  community. Q u i te  o f t e n  t h e  r e sp o n se  gave
C o l q u i t t  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and o p in io n s  o f  th e
e l e c t o r a t e .  A l e t t e r  from J o n a th a n  N. H a r r i s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f
some o f  t h e  a u d ien c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  C o l q u i t t  r e c e i v e d .  H a r r i s  w r o te ,
somewhat u n g r a m m a t i c a l l y ,  o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e  C o l q u i t t  cou ld  e x p e c t  o f  a
San Anton io  a u d ie n c e .  He s t a t e d :
Now t h e  Rai l  Roaders  w i l l  n o t  s u p p o r t  Campbell on acc o u n t  o f  t h a t  
f e l l o w  s e r v a n t  b i l l  you want t o  ha rp  on t h a t ,  he c a n t  c a r r y  
P a l i s t i n e .  In comming t o  San A nton ia  look  o u t  f o r  P r o h i b i t i o n ,  
l e t  each l o c a l i t y  govern  i t s e l f ,  In t h e  manner o f  f r e e  p a sse s  
I would l e t  a l o n e ,  u n l e s s  I would say  t h a t  I was in  f a v o r  o f  th e  
Arkansas  law makeing i t  a f e l o n y  t o  a c c e p t  one ,  T e l l  t h e  People  
who you a r e  and conv ince  them t h a t  t h e  ve ry  hum bles t  man in  t h e  
walks  o f  l i f e  w i l l  be as  welcome a t  t h e  C ap i to l  a t  A u s t in  . . . 
as t h e  r i c h e s t ,  Use t h e  i d e a  t h a t  you a r e  in sympathy w i th  th e  
w i th  t h e  f a rm e r s  which I Am s u r e  you a r e  [ s i c ] . 50
46 Winston Lamont Brembeck and W il i iam Smiley  Howel l ,
P e r s u a s i o n :  a Means o f  S o c ia l  C on tro l  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l , I n c . ,  1952) ,  p. 313.
47
D a l l a s  Morning News, A pr i l  22 ,  1905.
48 L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  P r i e s t ,  J a n u a ry  4 ,  1910, and l e t t e r  
from C o l q u i t t  t o  S t r o n g ,  March 10, 1912, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
49 Form l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  "Dear S i r , "  Campaigns o f  1906 
and 1912, l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  DeGorge,  J a n u a r y  12, 1910, Campaign 
o f  1910, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  A rc h iv e s .
^ L e t t e r  from H ar r i s  to  C o l q u i t t ,  June 29, 1905, C o lq u i t t
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S u p p o r t e r s  a d v i s e d  C o l q u i t t  t h a t  t h e  a u d ien c e  in  D e c a tu r ,  Texas ,  c o n s i d ­
e re d  t h e  co n ce p t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  and lo c a l  o p t io n  o f  g r e a t  im p o r tan ce .  
C o l q u i t t  o b v io u s ly  c o n s id e r e d  t h i s  a m a jo r  f a c t o r  in  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  sp eech .  A f t e r  t h e  speech  an u n i d e n t i f i e d  s u p p o r t e r  w ro te ,  
"He [ C o l q u i t t ]  h e ld  t h e  peop le  from s t a r t  to  f i n i s h  as few s p e a k e r s  have
e v e r  done in  D eca tu r .  He made, as we a d v i s e d  him, Local o p t io n  vs
51S ta t e w id e  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h e  paramount i s s u e . "
F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he made a c a r e f u l  
s tu d y  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e s .  In New Ulm, T exas ,  C o l q u i t t  spoke t o  a p r e ­
dom in an t ly  German a u d ie n c e .  He began h i s  speech  by t r a c i n g  t h e  d e v e lo p ­
ment o f  t h e  f i r s t  German co lony  in  Germanstown, P e n n s y lv a n i a ,  by Wil l iam 
Penn,  p r a i s e d  t h e  German-Americans f o r  t h e i r  d e v o t io n  in  t h e  American 
R e v o l u t io n ,  no ted  th e  ach ievem en t s  o f  many prom inen t  German-Americans,  
and commented on t h e  f i r s t  German-American s e t t l e m e n t  in  Texas .  In an 
e l o q u e n t  passage  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  he e x t o l l e d  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  German- 
Americans .
The German-American i s  pe rhaps  t h e  b r o a d e s t  minded,  most l i b e r a l  
and c o n s e r v a t i v e  ty p e  o f  ou r  c i t i z e n s h i p .  He i s  l i b e r a l  and c h a r i ­
t a b l e  in  h i s  views and o p i n io n s  as  t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  and 
p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f s  o f  a l l  men. He b e l i e v e s  in  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l i b e r t y  o f  
th o u g h t  and a c t i o n  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  r i g h t  l i v i n g ,  good conduc t  and 
th e  o r d e r l y  o b se rv an ce  o f  law s .  At t h e  same t ime he i s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
in  h i s  own h a b i t s  and views and does n o t  i n d u lg e  in  e x c e s s e s  e i t h e r  
o f  o p in io n  o r  o f  con d u c t .
In t h i s  h i s  c re ed  harmonizes  w i th  t h a t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  men who l a i d  
t h e  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  t h e  f r e e s t  and b e s t  government e v e r  y e t  d e v i s e d ,  
and i s  in  consonance  w i th  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t o l e r a n c e  which a c t u a t e d  
W il l iam  Penn to  i n v i t e  t h e  Germans,  t h e  Swedes, t h e  H o l l a n d e r s  and 
t h e  "o p p re ssed  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s "  t o  a b id e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  h i s  
p o s s e s s i o n .  This  s p i r i t  o f  am i ty  and o f  j u s t i c e  even b ro u g h t  th e
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A rc h iv e s .
^ L e t t e r  from "Father"  to  "Frank,"  June 29, 1905, C o lq u i t t
Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Aust in  Archives .
172
savage Ind ian  i n t o  l e a g u e s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p ,  w h e rea s ,  in  o t h e r  i n ­
s t a n c e s ,  where f o r c e  and i n j u s t i c e  were a p p l i e d  to  him, he r e v o l t e d  
and r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  i t . 52
On a n o t h e r  o c c a s io n  s p ea k in g  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  H a s k e l l ,  a West
Texas community, C o l q u i t t  ad ap ted  t o  h i s  au d ien ce  by p r a i s i n g  them f o r
t h e i r  tremendous  growth and deve lopm en t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t h e  a r e a  o f
c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n .  He s a i d :
I am d e l i g h t e d  t o  n o te  t h e  growth and development  h e r e ,  and am in  
f u l l  sympathy w i th  y o u r  e f f o r t s  to  make f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s ;  b u t  b e f o r e  
coming h e re  I knew t h e  p r o g r e s s  you were making, f o r  in  t h e  R a i l r o a d  
Commission o f f i c e  we have d a i l y  rem inde rs  o f  y o u r  e f f o r t  and e n e r ­
g i e s  and p r o g r e s s .  . . .  In 1903, when I f i r s t  became a member o f  
t h e  R a i l r o a d  Commission o f  Texas ,  t h e  a r e a  . . . produced on ly  
535,963 b a l e s  o f  c o t t o n ,  o r  l e s s  th a n  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h e  t o t a l  Texas 
c ro p .  For t h e  y e a r  end ing  August 31,  1910, in  t h e  same t e r r i t o r y ,  
t h e  c o t t o n  p ro d u c t io n  amounted t o  1 ,134 ,039  b a l e s  o r  n e a r l y  one-  
t h i r d  o f  t h e  Texas c ro p .  Th is  f a c t ,  in  i t s e l f ,  shows t h e  r a p i d  
development o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  Texas ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in  
c o t t o n  a lo n e  amounting t o  o v e r  100 p e r  c e n t . 53
A summary o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  speech  p r e p a r a t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h a t  he used 
a number o f  s o u r c e s .  Among them were 1) h i s  s e l f - s t u d y  h a b i t s ,  2) h i s  
r e l i a n c e  on newspaper and sc rapbooks  o f  newspaper  c l i p p i n g s ,  3) h i s  
voluminous c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  4) h i s  in fo rm al  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  5) h i s  s tu d y  
o f  t h e  speeches  o f  h i s  o p p o n e n t s ,  6) h i s  own speeches  which he used to  
sound o u t  p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  to  h i s  i d e a s ,  7) h i s  h a b i t s  o f  s en d in g  advance 
c o p ie s  o f  h i s  m a jor  sp eech es  t o  p rom inen t  c i t i z e n s  f o r  c r i t i c i s m ,  and 
8) h i s  p r i o r  a n a l y s e s  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e s .  I t  would a p p e a r ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  
when C o l q u i t t  r e ached  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  podium he was well  in formed on t h e  
i d e a s  he in t e n d e d  t o  d i s c u s s  w i th  h i s  a u d i e n c e .
52 New Ulm Speech.
53 Copy o f  speech d e l iv e r e d  a t  H a sk e l l ,  Texas, September 19,
1909, Campaign o f  1910, C o l q u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin
Arch ives ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as Haskel l  Speech.
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The main i d e a s  which C o l q u i t t  d i s c u s s e d  w i th  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  in 
h i s  t h r e e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaigns r e s t e d  on t h r e e  b a s i c  p re m ise s .
F i r s t ,  he b e l i e v e d  in  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  Second,  he b e l i e v e d  in  
p o l i t i c a l  peace  and r e s t .  T h i r d ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  government should  
be a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p le .
The e s s e n c e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  l o c a l  government was
s u c c i n t l y  e x p r e s s e d  in  h i s  San Saba Speech o f  J u l y  29,  1909. In t h a t
speech  he e l a b o r a t e d  on a theme which was both  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  h i s
54p o l i t i c a l  p l a t f o r m  and a f i r m l y  e n t r e n c h e d  t e n e t  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
p h i lo s o p h y .  In d e f i n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  C o l q u i t t  
t r a c e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  f r e e  government from th e  age o f  t h e  cave man to  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  as  he e l a b o r a t e d  on t h e  r o l e  o f  l o c a l  government in  
t h e  t o t a l  scheme o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y .
C o l q u i t t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t
The government  o f  a l l  S t a t e s  and n a t i o n s ,  which have p r o t e c t e d  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and h i s  r i g h t s  and t h e  en joyment o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  
sp ran g  from th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  and p e r so n a l  c o n t a c t ,  th u s  
fo rming s o c i e t y  and making n e c e s s a r y  some r u l e  o f  conduct  whereby 
t h e  weaker  members o f  s o c i e t y ,  o r  t h e  m i n o r i t y  members o f  s o c i e t y ,  
o r  government ,  i f  you p l e a s e ,  would r e c e i v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  
w ho le ,  as a g a i n s t  th e  a g g r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  s t r o n g ,  o r  t h e  a b s o l u t e  w i l l  
o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  These governments  a lways began a t  home--were 
b u i l t  up from t h e  bo t tom ,  from t h e  ne ig h b o rh o o d ,  from th e  t r i b e ,  and 
were l o c a l .  And when t h e  " l o c a l  governments"  by t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  w i th  
o t h e r  l o c a l  gove rnm ents ,  formed o r  made up a S t a t e  o r  n a t i o n ,  and 
th e  h a b i t s ,  customs and r i g h t s  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  t r i b e s  
o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  forming th e  whole were re c o g n iz e d  and f i r m l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i t  i n s u r e d  h a p p in e s s  and p r o s p e r i t y  to  such S t a t e  o r  
n a t i o n .
John C. C a lh o u n 's  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  t h e o r y  o f  c o n c u r r e n t  m a jo r ­
i t y  f u r t h e r  e x p l i c a t e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  b e l i e f .  Calhoun had con tended  t h a t
54 Copy o f  p r in t e d  l e t t e r  c o n ta in in g  p la t fo rm  from C o lq u i t t  to
Graves, May 25, 1909, C o l q u i t t  P ap e rs ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin
Archives .
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" t h e  m i n o r i t y  o r  n e g a t i v e  power makes th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and t h e  p o s i ­
t i v e ,  o r  m a j o r i t y ,  makes t h e  governm ent ."  F u r th e rm o re ,  t h e r e  co u ld  be
no c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h o u t  n e g a t i v e  power, and no n e g a t i v e  power w i t h ­
o u t  t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  m a j o r i t y - - i t  fo l l o w s  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  where t h e  
num er ica l  m a j o r i t y  has t h e  s o l e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  government,  t h e r e  
can be no c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  as  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  i m p l i e s  l i m i t a t i o n  o r  
r e s t r i c t i o n - - a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  id e a  o f  s o l e  
o r  e x c l u s i v e  power.  And h en ce ,  t h e  n u m e r i c a l ,  unmixed w i th  t h e  
c o n c u r r e n t  m a j o r i t y ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  fo rm s ,  in  a l l  c a s e s ,  a b s o l u t e  
government .
C a p i t a l i z i n g  on C a lh o u n 's  p h ra se  o f  " a b s o l u t e  government ,"  
C o l q u i t t  d e f in e d  t h a t  ty p e  o f  government as "one-man power, o r  th e  
power o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  u n r e s t r a i n e d  by t h e  m i n o r i t y .  I t  i s  government
d e s p o t i sm .  The p r i n c i p l e  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government i s  compromise;
55t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a b s o l u t e  government i s  f o r c e . "
In a l a t e r  speech  C o l q u i t t  r e l a t e d  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  l o c a l  s e l f -
government t o  America as  a whole .  He d e c l a r e d :
lo c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was one o f  th e  most c h e r i s h e d  r i g h t s  even o f  
t h e  e a r l y  c o l o n i s t s .  I t  was t h e  one e s s e n t i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
ty r a n n y  and d e sp o t i sm .  Every man p e r s e c u t e d  f o r  c o n sc ie n ce  sake  
f e l t  t h e  need o f  i t s  p r o t e c t i n g  p r i n c i p l e .  Roger W i l l i a m s ,  one of  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  and b e s t  o f  men, e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r m l y  as t h e  r u l e  " in  
c i v i l  t h i n g s "  in  h i s  co lony  t h i s  g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e .  I t  i s  a l s o  
f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  government o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  Church,  o f  
which Roger W il l iams  i s  t h e  r e p u te d  fo u n d e r  in  America.  Th is  g r e a t  
r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  one o f  t h e  c o m p le t e s t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o f  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  t o  be found anywhere.  Each 
c o n g r e g a t io n  o r  church  i s  s e p a r a t e  and in d e p en d e n t  o f  any o t h e r  and 
governs  i t s e l f  and r e g u l a t e s  i t s  own i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  w i t h o u t  i n t e r ­
f e r e n c e  from any s u p e r i o r  body.
C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r m l y  imbedded p h i lo so p h y  o f  t h e  im por tance  o f  s e l f -  
government l e d  him to  conc lude  t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was c o m p le te ­
l y  n e c e s s a r y  i f  " l i b e r t y  o f  th o u g h t  and freedom o f  c o n sc ie n c e  unham-
56pered  by t h e  f o r c e  o f  power a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  i t s  f r e e  e x e r c i s e "  were
55 San Saba Speech. 
^New Ulm Speech.
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t o  p r e v a i l .
The second m ajo r  premise  d o m ina t ing  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s -
57ophy was th e  co n cep t  o f  " l e g i s l a t i v e  peace  and r e s t . "  Th is  co n ce p t
was i n i t i a t e d  in  C o l q u i t t ' s  opening  a d d re s s  in  t h e  1906 campaign. In
t h a t  speech  he e x p r e s s e d  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  p r e s e n t l y  had many
good laws and s u g g e s t e d ,  " I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  we need laws so much as  we do
58th e  e n fo rcem en t  o f  t h o s e  we now h a v e . "  In h i s  1910 p o l i t i c a l  p l a t ­
form C o l q u i t t  more f o r c e f u l l y  d e c l a r e d :
In my o p in io n  we have a l l  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  in t h i s  
S t a t e  now t h a t  we need .  I s ee  no n e c e s s i t y  f o r  f u r t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a t  t h i s  t ime  which would n e e d l e s s l y  h i n d e r  t h e  peop le  in  t h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  o r  b u s in e s  a f f a i r s  o r  in  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  make a l i v i n g  
and accum ula te  a competency,  o r  r e s t r i c t  them in  t h e i r  p e r so n a l  
en joyment o f  t h e  s a m e .59
In h i s  opening speech  in  W ich i ta  F a l l s  he r e -e m p h a s iz e d  h i s  
b e l i e f  in  p o l i t i c a l  r e s t .  He s a i d  t h a t  Texas cou ld  " a f f o r d  now to  
t a k e  a r e s t  from a d d i t i o n a l  new and u n t r i e d  laws and l e g i s l a t i v e  t h e ­
o r i e s  o f  governmenta l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i th  t h e  d e t a i l e d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e
c  n
c i t i z e n  in  h i s  b u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s . "
In h i s  in a u g u ra l  a d d re s s  in  1911 he r e i t e r a t e d  t o  h i s  aud ience
h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward a d d i t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  when he s a i d :
l e t  me aga in  e x p re s s  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t ,  a f t e r  many y e a r s  o f  s t r e n ­
uous l e g i s l a t i v e  programs, we can well  a f f o r d  t o  t a k e  a r e s t  from 
a d d i t i o n a l  new and u n t r i e d  laws and l e g i s l a t i v e  t h e o r i e s  o f  u s e l e s s
57This  p h ra se  was r e p e a t e d  by C o l q u i t t  so o f t e n  in  a l l  o f  h i s  
campaigns t h a t  i t  became a t radem ark  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  See Huckaby, 
p.  232.
5^McKinney Speech.
59 Copy o f  p r in t e d  l e t t e r  c o n ta in in g  p la t fo rm  from C o lq u i t t  to
Graves, May 25, 1909, Campaign o f  1910, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f
Texas a t  Aust in .
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
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governmenta l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i th  t h e  d e t a i l e d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  c i t i ­
zen in  h i s  b u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s .  We need t ime in  which to  f a m i l i a r i z e  
o u r s e l v e s  w i th  t h e  laws we a l r e a d y  have.  Although many o f  them need 
amending, t h e r e  i s  no g e n e r a l  demand on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  Texas people  
f o r  any h a r a s s i n g  new o n es .  N eed less  l e g i s l a t i o n  and u n n e ce s sa ry  
p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e  r e t a r d s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n  h i m s e l f  and 
keeps back th e  developm ent  o f  t h e  S t a t e . 6 !
F i n a l l y ,  in  h i s  1912 speech  a t  Sherman C o l q u i t t  reminded h i s
a u d ien c e  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  i n s u r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t .  He s t a t e d .
I f  you w i l l  examine t h e  s t a t u t e s  p a s s e d ,  you w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t  promised has been g iven  t o  you. I s a i d  t h a t  "our 
laws r e g u l a t i n g  and d e f i n i n g  th e  r i g h t s  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  very  
s t r o n g  and e f f i c i e n t ,  and I do n o t  b e l i e v e  we need o r  t h a t  th e  
peo p le  demand f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a long t h i s  l i n e  a t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a ve ry  u r g e n t  demand t h a t  t h e  people  
be g iven  t ime to  a d j u s t  th e m se lv e s  t o  t h e  laws we a l r e a d y  have,  
and r e s t  from th e  p a ssag e  o f  new ones and t h e  consequen t  a g i t a t i o n  
and u n c e r t a i n i t y  t h a t  p re c ed e s  and fo l lo w s  t h e i r  e n a c t m e n t . 62
Thus ,  i t  would a p p e a r  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  b e l i e v e d  f i r m l y  in  th e  
J e f f e r s o n i a n  d o c t r i n e  which d e c l a r e d  t h a t  government which governs  
l e a s t  i s  t h e  government  which governs  b e s t .
The t h i r d  major  p rem ise  dom ina t ing  th e  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  of  
Oscar Branch C o l q u i t t  was t h a t  government  should  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  in  such 
a way as t o  b e n e f i t  a l l  t h e  p e o p le .  C o l q u i t t  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  peop le  o f  
paramount im por tance  in  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  
At t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  1906 Democrat ic  Convent ion in  a somewhat d ra m a t i c  
s e t t i n g  C o l q u i t t  w i thdrew  from t h e  ra c e  and gave h i s  s u p p o r t  t o  Thomas 
M. Campbell ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  w i th  t h e  l a r g e s t  number o f  v o te s  in  t h e  fo u r
C I
Texas ,  House J o u r n a l , T h i r t y - s e c o n d  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  Regu lar  
S e s s io n  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  A u s t in  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1911) ,  pp. 167-68.
C o
Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  Sherman, Texas, April  12, 1912,
Campaign o f  1912, C o l q u i t t  P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin
A rch ives ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as Sherman Speech.
^ H a s k e l l  Speech.
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c a n d i d a t e  c o n t e s t .  In making t h i s  move C o l q u i t t  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  "The
v o ic e  o f  th e  peop le  i s  t h e  v o ic e  o f  God," an a c t i o n  which caused  th e
h e a d l i n e s  o f  one D a l l a s  newspaper t o  p r a i s e  C o l q u i t t  b ecause  he "bowed
fid
to  t h e  w i l l  o f  th e  m a j o r i t y  . . . . "  Another newspaper  commented
t h a t  C o l q u i t t  " r e c o g n iz e d  th e  d i v i n e  r i g h t ,  n o t  o f  a k i n g - - b u t  o f  th e
65people  t o  r u l e ,  and to  t h e i r  w i l l  he bowed."
Passages  from C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  c o n s t i t u t e d  f u r t h e r  t e s t i ­
mony o f  t h e  T ex an 's  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p le .  In McKinney, 
Texas ,  in  1906 C o l q u i t t  s a i d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  g r a f t  cou ld  be e l i m i n a t e d  
" i f  th e  p u b l i c  [would]  r e s o l u t e l y  g ra sp  and pu t  i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t
t h e  id e a  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  a re  ' p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s '  . . . who shou ld  n e v e r  be
66p e r m i t t e d  t o  become m a s t e r s  o f  th e  p e o p l e . "  In Houston in 1910 he 
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he was " n o t  so anx ious  t o  become g o ve rno r  as  t o  t r a m p le  
th e  r i g h t s  o f  l a b o r i n g  men under  f o o t  to  r i d e  i n t o  th e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l
67
o f f i c e . "  In Sherman in  1912 C o l q u i t t  p o in te d  t o  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s
p r i s o n  r e f o r m s .  He commented:
The c o n v i c t s  have been well  fed  and c l o t h e d ,  b e t t e r  housed and
ca red  f o r  g e n e r a l l y .  . . .
At t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  campaign o f  1910 I t o l d  t h e  p e o p l e ,  i f
e l e c t e d ,  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  " s t r i p e s "  would be a b o l i s h e d ,  as r e l i c s
o f  b a rb a r i s m .  This  promise  o f  re form . . . has been f u l f i l l e d .
Only th e  i n c o r r i g i b l e  p r i s o n e r s  wear s t r i p e s  . . . .
We have a b o l i s h e d  th e  " b a t " - - t h e  b r u t a l  whipp ings  h e r e t o f o r e  
i n f l i c t e d ;  we have g iven  th e  c o n v i c t s  b e t t e r  moral s u r r o u n d i n g s ;  we 
have a b o l i s h e d  th e  gambling o r g i e s  which used to  be p as t im e  f o r
64
D a l la s  [T exas ]  T imes , August 8 ,  1906.
65
Undated and u n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper  c l i p p i n g ,  Campaign o f  1906, 
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  A rc h iv e s .
66McKinney Speech.
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U n id en t i f i e d  newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  June 15, 1910, Campaign of
1910, C o l q u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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Sundays,  and s u b s t i t u t e d  p r e a c h in g  and t e a c h i n g ;  t h e  c o n v i c t s  a r e  
be ing  c l a s s i f i e d ,  and th e  you n g e r  and s h o r t - t e r m  men s e p a r a t e d  from 
th e  ha rdened  p r i s o n e r s ,  and t h e  w h i t e  and negro  p r i s o n e r s  have been
s e p a r a t e d . 68
An overv iew o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  T e x a n 's  p h i l o s ­
ophy o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  government f o r  t h e  good o f  a l l  was a b a s i c  
t e n e t  o f  h i s  b e l i e f s .  A su rv e y  o f  h i s  sp eech es  in  h i s  t h r e e  g u b e rn a ­
t o r i a l  campaigns r e v e a l e d  a number o f  g roups  whose w e l f a r e  was a major  
concern  to  C o l q u i t t .  These groups in c lu d e d  C o n fe d e r a te  s o l d i e r s  and 
t h e i r  s p o u s e s , ^  m e n ta l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  i n c o m p e t e n t , ^  e l e m e n t a r y ,
sec o n d a ry ,  and c o l l e g e  t e a c h e r s , 7  ̂ e l e m e n t a r y ,  s e c o n d a ry ,  and c o l l e g e
72 73s t u d e n t s ,  f a r m e r s ,  and f r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e  g row ers .
The q u i n t e s s e n c e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p rem ise  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  a d m in i s ­
t r a t i o n  o f  government  to  b e n e f i t  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  was found in  t h e  
c o n c lu s io n  t o  h i s  speech  in  W ich i ta  F a l l s .  At t h a t  t ime  he d e c l a r e d :
L e t ' s  c a s t  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  b read  upon p e ac e fu l  w a te r s  and g a t h e r  i t  
hence in  t h e  f u t u r e  in  t h e  abundance o f  an u n l i m i t e d  p r o s p e r i t y .  
L e t ' s  deve lop  t h e  minds and h e a r t s  o f  o u r  peop le  t o  a h i g h e r  
s t a n d a r d  and t o  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  each o t h e r  and o f  th e  
r i g h t s  o f  each i n d i v i d u a l  under  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  deve lop  our  e d ­
u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and b r i n g  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  t o  r e a l i z e  h i s  p e r ­
sonal i n t e r e s t s  and r i g h t  t o  en jo y  t h e  f u l l  b e n e f i t  o f  them; e n ­
courage  the  development o f  t h e  g r e a t  l a t e n t  w e a l th  in  t h e  i ro n  
f i e l d s  o f  E a s t  Texas ;  e s t a b l i s h  e x p e r im e n t a l  s t a t i o n s  wherever  
a d v i s a b l e  t o  encourage  th e  developm ent  o f  t h e  f a rm in g ,  s to c k  
r a i s i n g  and r a i s i n g  o f  f r u i t s  and v e g e t a b l e s ;  l e t ' s  encourage  th e  
in v e s tm e n t  o f  c a p i t a l ,  f o r e i g n  and d o m e s t i c ,  in  any and a l l  l e g i t i ­
mate p u r s u i t s  and e n t e r p r i s e s .  . . . Le t  us p r o t e c t  l a b o r  in  a l l
^ S h e rm a n  Speech.
^W ich i ta  F a l l s  Speech and B e l to n  Speech.





i t s  j u s t  demands on o rg a n iz e d  c a p i t a l ,  and p r o t e c t  o r g a n iz e d  c a p i t a l  
in  l e g i t i m a t e  uses  and development from a vengeance o f  p r e d a t o r y  
p o l i t i c i a n s ;  encourage  t h e  development o f  t h e  f i s h  and o y s t e r  b u s i ­
ne ss  on our  c o a s t .  Encourage th e  b u i l d i n g  o f  homes,  c h u r c h e s ,  
s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s ,  good r o a d s ,  paved s t r e e t s ;  deve lop  o u r  c i t i e s  
and towns and g iv e  employment t o  i d l e  l a b o r  a t  good wages .  Make 
ad eq u a te  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ;  f o r  t h e  
c a r e  o f  t h e  i n s a n e ,  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  t h e  d e a f  and dumb and b l i n d  
c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  . . .
L e t ' s  d i s c o u r a g e  p o l i t i c a l  and f a c t i o n a l  s t r i f e ;  p u t  p a t r i o t i s m  
and th e  good o f  t h e  S t a t e  above p o l i t i c a l  and p e r s o n a l  h a t e .  . . .
I appeal t o  a l l  c i t i z e n s  who a g re e  on t h e s e  m a t t e r s  t o  j o i n  me 
and we w i l l  p l a n t  t h e  f l a g  o f  peace and good w i l l  on t h e  r a m p a r t s  
o f  t h e  c a p i t o l  a t  A u s t i n ,  and p r o g r e s s  and development s h a l l  p e r ­
meate t h e  S t a t e . 74
A su rvey  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  i n d i c a t e d  c e r t a i n  l i n e s  o f  
a rg u m e n ta t io n  dominated h i s  p e r s u a s i v e  t h i n k i n g .  An o ve rv iew ,  t h e n ,  
o f  h i s  m ajo r  a d d r e s s e s  g e n e r a t e d  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  s k e l e t a l  o u t l i n e .
I .  The most d e s i r a b l e  form o f  government i s  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .
A. I t s  t r a d i t i o n  i s  d e e p - r o o t e d .
1. I t  began as "home r u l e . "
2. I t  s p re a d  t o  England.
3. I t  s p re ad  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .
4.  I t  s p re a d  t o  Texas .
B. I t  i s  t h e  s a f e s t  form o f  government.
1. I t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .
2. I t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y .
3. I t  can be changed t o  meet t h e  needs  o f  t h e  p e o p le .
C. I t  i s  t h e  f a i r e s t  form o f  government .
1. T a x a t io n  shou ld  be p r i m a r i l y  a lo c a l  m a t t e r .
2.  Sa le  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  be v e rag e s  sh o u ld  be p r i m a r i l y  a 
l o c a l  m a t t e r .
3 . P r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  sh o u ld  be p r i m a r i l y  a l o c a l  
m a t t e r .
I I .  C e r t a i n  p o l i c i e s  pose s e r i o u s  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  l o c a l
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .
A. P r o h i b i t i o n  poses  a t h r e a t  t o  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .
1.  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  i s  wrong in  p r i n c i p l e  and 
u n j u s t  in  a p p l i c a t i o n .
2.  S t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n  i s  wrong in  p r i n c i p l e  and 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .
3. The proposed  q u a r t  law i s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .
B. I n i t i a t i v e  and re fe rendum  pose s e r i o u s  t h r e a t s  t o  l o c a l
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
180
1. They w i l l  promote d e sp o t i sm .
2. They w i l l  d e s t r o y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  form o f  government .
3.  They can be used t o  condone t h e  passage  o f  o t h e r
u n j u s t  laws.
I I I .  The s t a t e  o f  Texas needs  " l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t . "
A. The peop le  have to o  many laws g o ve rn ing  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .
B. The peop le  need t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  laws.
C. The peop le  need peace  from a g i t a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e
t h a t  new laws m igh t  f o s t e r .
IV. Government shou ld  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  th e  
p e o p le .
A. Governmental  power i s  a g i f t  o f  t h e  p e o p le .
1. P u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le .
2. The c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  sh o u ld  make h i m s e l f  a v a i l a b l e  to
th e  p e o p le .
B. Government s h o u ld  be based  on a sound economic fo u n d a t io n .
1. The s t a t e  sho u ld  r e t u r n  t o  and m a in t a in  a "pay as  you 
go" p o l i c y .
2. A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  s h o u ld  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  rev en u e .
C. Government sh o u ld  be based  on an h o n e s t  f o u n d a t i o n .
1. Nepotism sh o u ld  be a b o l i s h e d .
2. P o l i t i c a l  g r a f t  sh o u ld  be a b o l i s h e d .
3. P r o f e s s i o n a l  lo b b y in g  sh o u ld  be r e g u l a t e d .
D. Some governmenta l  programs a re  h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  p e o p le .
1. Programs o f  e d u c a t i o n  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
2.  Programs o f  penal  re fo rm  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
3. Programs o f  c a r e  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  i l l
b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
4.  Programs o f  c a r e  f o r  t h e  C o n fe d e r a te  v e t e r a n  and h i s
spouse  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
5.  Programs o f  l and  law re fo rm  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
6 .  Programs o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  f a rm e r  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
E. Some governmenta l  p o l i c i e s  a r e  harmful t o  t h e  p e o p le .
1. P r o h i b i t i o n  does n o t  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
a .  I t  does n o t  f o s t e r  t em perance .
b.  I t  does n o t  make men mora l .
2.  I n e q u i t a b l e  t a x a t i o n  does n o t  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
3. T r u s t s  do n o t  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
There  were s e v e r a l  l i n e s  o f  a r g u m e n ta t io n  u n d e r l y i n g  C o l q u i t t ' s  
b a s i c  premise  t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was t h e  most d e s i r a b l e  form o f  
government .  C o l q u i t t  a rg u e d ,  f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  l o c a l  s e l f -  
government was deep r o o t e d .  Second,  he a rgued  t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f -  
government was t h e  s a f e s t  form o f  government .  T h i r d ,  he a rgued  t h a t  
l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was t h e  f a i r e s t  form o f  government.  F o u r th ,  he 
argued  t h a t  c e r t a i n  p o l i c i e s  were d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  co n ce p t  o f  l o c a l
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s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .
In d e v e lo p in g  h i s  argument  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  l o c a l  s e l f -  
government has a deep r o o te d  t r a d i t i o n ,  C o l q u i t t  no ted  t h a t  s e l f -  
government sp ra n g  from th e  v i l l a g e  moot,  where th e  v i l l a g e r s  and 
countrymen met t o  d i s c u s s  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  common good and mutual 
w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  members o f  t h e  community. As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  m eet ings  
"compromises were ag reed  t o  and l o c a l  governments  were e s t a b l i s h e d . "
C o n t in u in g ,  C o l q u i t t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  home r u l e  co n ce p t  was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  in  England.
The Texan f u r t h e r  con tended  t h a t  t h i s  system o f  home r u l e  which m o t i ­
v a ted  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  in  England was a 
s u p e r i o r  sys tem which had a lways been m a i n t a i n e d .  When t h e  p e o p l e ' s  
s o v e r e ig n s  " a t t e m p te d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  l o c a l  indep en d en ce ,  t h e  E ng l i sh  
v i l l a g e r s  [had]  r i s e n  and d r iv e n  them from t h i e r  p l a c e  o f  a u t h o r i t y . "  
Thus,
These v i l l a g e r s  demanded and e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  r i g h t  t o  make t h e  laws 
f o r  th em se lv es  th ro u g h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in  P a r l i a m e n t .  They e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  form o f  n a t i o n a l  government upon th e  b a s i s  
o f  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  government,  and u l t i m a t e l y  t h e y  made th e  L e g i s l a ­
t u r e  o r  P a r l i a m e n t  m a s t e r  o f  t h e i r  k ing .
C o l q u i t t  then  d e t a i l e d  t h e  development o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t
in  t h e  U ni ted  S t a t e s .  He s a i d :
Our a n c e s t o r s  came from t h e s e  B r i t i s h  v i l l a g e s  and s e t t l e d  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  The k ing  g r a n t e d  them " c h a r t e r s , "  which t h e y  th o u g h t  
would p r o t e c t  them from f r e q u e n t  changes  in  t h e  fundamenta l  law, 
o r  t h e i r  " c h a r t e r  r i g h t s . "  Whenever t h e s e  changes  were made, or  
so u g h t ,  i t  r e s u l t e d  in  s t r i f e  and b i t t e r n e s s  and r e s e n tm e n t  a g a i n s t  
th e  k ing and h i s  government.  I t  was n o t  so much t h e  t a x  on t e a  t h a t  
caused  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  o f  M a s sa c h u se t t s  t o  throw i t  o v e rboa rd  in  th e  
Boston h a r b o r  as i t  was t h e  r e s e n tm e n t  o f  t h e  peop le  a g a i n s t  th e  
Eng l i sh  government f o r  denying  to  them a v o ic e  in  l e g i s l a t i o n -  
denying t o  them lo c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  on t h e  b a s i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
th e  E n g l i sh  v i l l a g e r s  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .  Hence th e  government  o f  
t h e  E n g l i sh  c o l o n i e s  came from t h e  t o p — th e  k i n g — and n o t  from 
th e  peo p le  a c t i n g  by t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  v i l l a g e s  and
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d i s t r i c t s .  And s o ,  in  t h e i r  q u a r r e l  w i th  t h e  k i n g ,  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  
i n s i s t e d  on th e  g r e a t  r i g h t  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  as s e c u r e d  t o  
them under  t h e i r  c h a r t e r s ,  which was t h e i r  fundamenta l  l a w - - t h e i r  
c o n s t i t u t i o n .
F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  a p p l i e d  t h e  co n ce p t  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t
to  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas .  He con tended  t h a t
The government o f  t h e  Repub l ic  o f  Texas was born o u t  o f  th e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  and i t  was formed in  t h e  same 
way t h a t  o t h e r  governments  o f  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  peo p le  were fo rmed— 
by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from th e  v i l l a g e s  and s e t t l e m e n t s  o r  d i s t r i c t s .
A major argument  advanced by C o l q u i t t  was t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f -
government was t h e  s a f e s t  form o f  government.  Th is  concern  f o r  equal
r i g h t s  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  l e d  C o l q u i t t  t o  d e c l a r e  " t h a t  no government
can be pe rm anen t ,  o r  th e  peop le  happy, t h a t  does n o t  r e c o g n iz e  the
pr im ary  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  o r  t h e  peop le  t h e r e o f  from
75which good government comes." F u r th e r m o re ,  i n  C o l q u i t t ' s  o p in io n
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  "was th e  one e s s e n t i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t y r a n n y  and
d e s p o t i s m . "  In a d d i t i o n ,  C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t
The r i g h t  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  . . . and t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t o l e r ­
ance and o f  l i b e r t y  was a f o r c e f u l  a i d  in  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  t h a t  "eve ry  man i s  f r e e  t o  do t h a t  which he w i l l s ,  p ro v id e d  
he i n f r i n g e s  n o t  on t h e  equal  freedom o f  any o t h e r  man."
In d e fe n d in g  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  p r o t e c t e d
t h e  r i g h t s  o f  both t h e  m a j o r i t y  and m i n o r i t y ,  C o l q u i t t  a d m i t t e d  t h a t
76the  m a j o r i t i e s  c o n t r o l  governments .  However,  he m a in t a in e d  t h a t  l o c a l
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  gave t h e  m i n o r i t y  enough i n f l u e n c e  t o  be a dominant
f a c t o r  in  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  He r e a so n e d  t h a t
m a j o r i t i e s  have t h e  power o f  a c t i n g ;  m i n o r i t i e s  have t h e  power 
o f  p re v e n t in g  o r  a r r e s t i n g  a c t i o n ,  and t h e  two combined make
^ S a n  Saba Speech. 
^New Ulm Speech.
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c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government.  Our S t a t e  government i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  peop le  th ro u g h  t h e i r  chosen o f f i c i a l s ,  b u t  
m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  g iven  th e  power t o  p r e v e n t  change in  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
which th e y  b e l i e v e  dangerous  o r  d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  
r i g h t s .  And so i t  sh o u ld  be ;  i t  i s  p r o p e r  f o r  i t  t o  be so .  I t  i s  
t h e  on ly  s a f e  way in  which we can have s t a b l e  g o ve rnm en t .77
F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t  in  o r d e r  t o  c o n t in u e  to  p r o t e c t
i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  Texas f o r m u la t e d  a c o n s t i t u t i o n .  C o l q u i t t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t
t h i s  document was
a w r i t t e n  c h a r t e r  q u a r a n t e e i n g  th e  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t s .  I t  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  form o f  government.  The C o n s t i t u t i o n  was w r i t t e n  
by d e l e g a t e s  e l e c t e d  by t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s  o r  
c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  shades  o r  po­
l i t i c a l  o p in io n  as wel l  as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  and 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  were p r e s e n t ,  each  anx ious  t o  p r e s e r v e  th e  
r i g h t  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .
C o l q u i t t  n e x t  r e a so n e d  t h a t  i f  some p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
came to  be in  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  peop le  o r  new s o c i a l ,  e c o ­
nomic,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a r o s e  which were no t  accoun ted  f o r  in th e  
o r i g i n a l  document,  a p lan  had been d e v i s e d  t o  amend t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  
Thus,  "By a v o te  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  a l l  t h e  members e l e c t e d  to  each 
h o u se ,  amendments may be p roposed  to  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t o  be vo ted  on
70
by t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  f o r  members o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e . "  The 
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e n ,  a s s u r e d  c o n t in u e d  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  c i t i z e n s .
In a d d i t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  r a t i o n a l e  t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f -  
government was t h e  s a f e s t  form o f  government C o l q u i t t  a l s o  m a in ta in ed  
t h a t  i t  was t h e  f a i r e s t  form o f  government.  He f i r m l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
some governmenta l  m a t t e r s  were m a in ly  l o c a l  concerns  and shou ld  be
77Copy o f  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  Honey Grove, Texas, August 6 ,
1909, Campaign o f  1910, C o l q u i t t  P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin
Archives ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as Honey Grove Speech.
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d e a l t  w i th  as  such .  Three  l i n e s  o f  argument  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  C o l q u i t t ' s  
d e fe n s e  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .
F i r s t ,  C o l q u i t t  f e l t  t h a t  th e  sys tem o f  t a x a t i o n  used  by th e
s t a t e  o f  Texas was u n f a i r .  He i n i t i a l l y  v o iced  t h i s  o p in io n  in  h i s  " I f
I Were Governor" Speech ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  i n e q u a l i t y  and i n j u s t i c e  were
th e  end r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r e s e n t  t a x a t i o n  sys tem .  C o l q u i t t  then
proposed  t h a t  "a s l i g h t  change in  t h e  t a x  law [ c o u l d ]  be passed  which
[would ]  s e p a r a t e  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t a x a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  pu rposes  from th e
o b j e c t s  o f  t a x a t i o n  f o r  l o c a l  u s e . "  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  he advoca ted
t h a t  p r o p e r t i e s  "be d e s i g n a t e d ,  from which t h e  revenues  needed by th e
s t a t e  [ c o u l d ]  be c o l l e c t e d  by a s s e s s i n g  a t a x  a g a i n s t  them which
[would] equal  t h e  av e rag e  t a x  borne  by p r o p e r t y  in  th e  c o u n t i e s  and
c i t i e s . "  C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t  t h i s  would be a more d e s i r a b l e  and
f a i r e r  system because  i t
would exempt l and  and p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  from s t a t e  t a x a t i o n  a l t o ­
g e t h e r  and l e a v e  t h e i r  r e n d i t i o n  and th e  amount o f  t a x  burdens  
th e y  s h o u ld  b e a r  t o  each c o u n ty ,  c i t y  and town, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
thus  making t h e i r  a s s e s s m e n t  a lo c a l  q u e s t i o n  t o  be d e te rm ined  
by lo c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  [ t h u s ]  what one county  would v a lu e  i t s  
p r o p e r t y  a t  would then  no t  concern  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  a n o t h e r
c o u n t y .79
on
Second,  t h e  dual q u e s t i o n  o f  l o c a l  o p t io n  and p r o h i b i t i o n  
p ro v id e d  C o l q u i t t  h i s  most f o r c e f u l  example f o r  p ro v in g  t h a t  lo c a l
79
Copy o f  speech  d e l i v e r e d  a t  D a l l a s ,  Texas ,  November 6 ,  1905, 
Campaign o f  1906, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  
A r c h iv e s ,  h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as " I f  I Were Governor" Speech.
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The te rm " l o c a l  o p t io n "  g e n e r a l l y  means any l e g i s l a t i v e  
m a t t e r  l e f t  t o  th e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  a l o c a l  u n i t  o f  government.  While 
some p a s s a g e s  in  C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was u s in g  th e  
te rm in  i t s  g e n e r i c  s e n s e ,  he p r i m a r i l y  used i t  when r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  t o  d e te rm in e  i f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  bev e rag es  would 
be a v a i l a b l e  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l e .
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s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was t h e  f a i r e s t  form o f  government.  He a rgued  t h a t  the  
c i t i z e n s  o f  each coun ty  had been g r a n t e d  by th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  " lo c a l  
o p t io n  in  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m a n u fa c tu r e  and s a l e s  o f  a l c o h o l i c  s t i m ­
u l a n t s . "  Ex tending  h i s  a rgum ent ,  he rea so n ed  t h a t
During a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s  t h e  peo p le  o f  th e  c o u n t i e s  have been g iven  
th e  r i g h t  o f  l o c a l  o p t i o n .  And under  i t  more than  160 c o u n t i e s  
in  Texas have adop ted  i t .  And a l l  t h e  r e s t  have a r i g h t  t o  adop t  
i t .  Are n o t  t h e  c o u n t i e s  which have n o t  adop ted  i t ,  o r  t h e i r  
p e o p l e ,  as c a p a b le  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  as t h o s e  who have i t ?  I t  
i s  now a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  and th e  peo p le  o f  each coun ty  have 
t o  s e t t l e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s .  But by t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  
amendment i t  i s  p roposed  t o  t a k e  t h a t  r i g h t  away from them and 
c o n f e r  i t  upon t h e  s t a t e .  The e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  a l l  ages  have shown 
t h e  b e s t  and most d e m o cr a t i c  governments  have been th o s e  where th e  
most power o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was c o n f e r r e d  upon th e  s m a l l e r  sub -  
d i v i s i o n - - c o n f e r r e d  on th e  p r e c i n c t s  and t h e  c o u n t i e s . 81
C o l q u i t t  conc luded  h i s  argument by i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  each
coun ty  t o  a c c e p t  o r  r e j e c t  p r o h i b i t i o n  was th e  f a i r e s t  method o f  d e a l i n g
w i th  t h e  q u e s t i o n  and t h a t  he co u ld  see  "no reason  o r  n e c e s s i t y  . . .
why t h e  peo p le  o f  one coun ty  m igh t  n o t  be s a t i s f i e d  w i th  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n
o f  t h e i r  own i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  w i t h o u t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f o r c e  t h e i r  views
82upon some o t h e r  coun ty  t h a t  would n o t  d e s i r e  t o  a c c e p t  them."
T h i r d ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  u s in g  t h e  Texas S t a t e  
Rangers o f f e r e d  C o l q u i t t  a n o t h e r  example t o  c o r r o b o r a t e  h i s  argument  
t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was t h e  f a i r e s t  form o f  government.  He 
commented:
There  seems t o  be in  Texas some Democrats who t h i n k  t h e r e  should  
be a S t a t e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  a t  t h e  beck and c a l l  o f  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e ,  
which can be s e n t  by him i n t o  t h e  v a r io u s  c o u n t i e s  t o  ig n o re  and 
usu rp  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  s h e r i f f  and o t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e d  a u t h o r i t y .
The most  h a t e f u l  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  law passed  d u r in g  R o o s e v e l t ' s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  N a t io n a l  Guard,  and one which was most
81 P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
82McKinney Speech.
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s e v e r e l y  denounced and condemned by th e  lamented Jim Hogg, was t h a t  
which a u t h o r i z e d  th e  P r e s i d e n t  to  send th e  m i l i t i a  o f  one S t a t e  i n t o  
a n o t h e r ,  i g n o r i n g  th e  S t a t e s  a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e  S t a t e  m i l i t i a .
I t  i s  a l l  r i g h t  t o  send t h e  Rangers and th e  m i l i t i a  when th e  
s h e r i f f  o r  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  c a l l  f o r  them, as p ro v id e d  in  t h e  Con­
s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  t o  use them in  t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r ­
i t i e s ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  i s  a new development under  Democratic  
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  in  a f r e e  S t a t e  l i k e  Texas .  Suppose t h e r e  shou ld  
be a s t r i k e  o r  o t h e r  d i s t u r b a n c e  in  Texas ,  which t h e  Governor might 
n o t  c a r e  t o  t a k e  a hand in  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  and t h e  P r e s i d e n t  was t o
send th e  m i l i t i a  o f  Kansas down he re  t o  t a k e  charge  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,
and ig n o re  y o u r  own S t a t e  o f f i c e r s  and m i l i t i a ,  how would you l i k e  
i t ?
But would i t  be any worse than  th e  p r e s e n t  p r a c t i c e  o f  s end ing  
t h e  Rangers i n t o  p e ac e ab le  and l a w -a b id in g  communities  as t h e  
" p e r s o n a l "  d e t e c t i v e s  and p o l i c e  o f  t h e  Governor?
In t h e  l i g h t  o f  e v e n t s  as th e y  a re  f a m i l i a r  t o  t h e  r e a d in g
p u b l i c  o f  Texas ,  I l e a v e  t h e  t h i n k i n g  people  t o  answer t h e s e  q u e s ­
t i o n s  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .  Some o f  t h e  peop le  w i l l  remember, however,  
t h e  h a t e f u l  S t a t e  p o l i c e  t h a t  was a t  t h e  beck o f  c a l l  o f  E. J .
Davis [R epub l ican  Governor o f  Texas ,  1870-1874] ,  and how he lo r d e d  
i t  ove r  t h e  peop le  in  c o u n t i e s  where th e y  had been a b l e  t o  t a k e 83 
c o n t r o l  o f  l o c a l  a f f a i r s  o u t  o f  t h e  hands o f  t h e  c a r p e t b a g g e r s .
In a d d i t i o n  to  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was deep 
ro o te d  and was t h e  s a f e s t  and f a i r e s t  form of  government ,  C o l q u i t t  
a rgued  t h a t  c e r t a i n  p o l i c i e s  posed s e r i o u s  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  co n cep t  o f  
l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  Two o f  t h e s e  t h r e a t s - - ! )  p r o h i b i t i o n  and 2) 
i n i t i a t i v e  and r e f e r e n d u m - - in  C o l q u i t t ' s  o p i n i o n ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  most 
imminent d a n g e r s .
C o l q u i t t  d e a l t  w i th  t h e  t h r e a t s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  on t h r e e  l e v e l s .  
He i n d i c t e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  and th e  
p roposed  q u a r t  law.
C o l q u i t t  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r i s k  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p r o h i b i t i o n  was t h a t  i t  would r e s u l t  in th e  use o f  f o r c e  and th us  
d e p r iv e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e i r  b a s i c  r i g h t s .  He d e c l a r e d :
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I am opposed t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  f o r c e  and b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c o r ­
r e c t  d o c t r i n e  i s  t o  preach  temperance  and t o  pe r su ad e  men i n t o  th e  
p a th s  o f  s o b e r n e s s ,  ho n es ty  and c o r r e c t  l i v i n g  [ b e c a u s e ]  . . . t h e  
d o c t r i n e  o f  f o r c e  i s  wrong in  p r i n c i p l e ;  i t  i s  i n t e m p e r a t e ;  i t  i s  
i n j u s t i c e .  Man i s  a f r e e  moral a g e n t ,  endowed by h i s  C r e a t o r  w i th  
a knowledge o f  good and e v i l ,  w i th  a power t o  choose  between th e  
two. No s t a t u t e  law can r i s e  t o  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  than  t h e  r u l e  p r e ­
s c r i b e d  by th e  d i v i n e  l a w . 8^
C o l q u i t t  f u r t h e r  enhanced h i s  argument by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  one promi­
n e n t  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  had b o a s te d  t h a t  i f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  
amendment passed  he would " c a l l  o u t  t h e  r a n g e r s ;  then  i f  n e c e s s a r y  he 
would c a l l  o u t  t h e  m i l i t i a .  I f  n e c e s s a r y  he would t a k e  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  
away from t h e i r  home c o u n t i e s  t o  d ry  c o u n t i e s  t o  t r y  them."  C o l q u i t t  
warned:
That  i s  j u s t  what w i l l  be demanded i f  t h e  amendment c a r r i e s .  
C iv i l  l i b e r t y  w i l l  g ive  way to  m i l i t a r y  d e sp o t i sm  t o  appease  f a n a t ­
ic i sm  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  God w i l l  s p a r e  us from t h i s  d e sp o t i sm .  Is  
th e  crime o f  t a k i n g  a d r in k  as  a beverage  so bad as  t o  j u s t i f y  such 
ty ra n n y ?  Is  a l l  c i v i l  l i b e r t y  and human r i g h t s  t o  f a l l  p r o s t r a t e  
and be t ram pled  under  f o o t  in  t h i s  way? Can o u r  r i g h t s  o f  l o c a l  
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  in due and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  form be made t o  g ive  way 
t o  f r e n z i e d  f a n a t i c i s m  which w i l l  induce  a good c i t i z e n  to  d e c l a r e  
h i m s e l f  f o r  a p o l i c y  l i k e  t h a t  announced by t h e  v i c e - c h a i rm a n  o f  
th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  s t a t e  commit tee?  S h a l l  ou r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  become a 
d i s h  rag  f o r  the  c o n v e n ie n t  use o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e s p o t s  l e a d i n g  a 
p o p u la r  c lamor?  Or s h a l l  i t  remain th e  bulwark  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and c o n t in u e  t o  c o n f e r  upon him and t h e  community,  
and t h e  c o u n ty ,  t h a t  governmenta l  autonomy, s e c u r i t y ,  p r o t e c t i o n  
and e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  h a p p in es s  and t r a n q u i l i t y  o f
th e  p e o p l e . 88
C o l q u i t t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  op ted  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e .
C o l q u i t t  opposed s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  f i r s t ,  f o r  t h e  same 
re a so n  t h a t  he opposed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o h i b i t i o n .  He was convinced  
t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  was wrong in  p r i n c i p l e  and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  an u n j u s t  a p p l i ­
c a t i o n  o f  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  f o r c e .  Second, C o l q u i t t  c o n s i d e r e d  s t a t u t o r y
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p r o h i b i t i o n  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  He quoted  fo rm er  Governor 0.  M. Rober ts  
who s a i d  " t h a t  i t  was n o t  'w i t h i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  power o f  th e  l e g ­
i s l a t u r e  to  pass  such a b i l l  . . . A f i n a l  t h r e a t  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  
fo re saw  was t h a t  s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n  would
have t h e  e f f e c t  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  s p l e n d i d  system o f  l o c a l  o p t io n  
laws a l r e a d y  upon [ t h e ]  s t a t u t e  books ,  as well  as  t h e  R o b er t so n -  
F i tzhugh  law,  which [was]  one o f  t h e  b e s t  r e g u l a t o r y  s t a t u t e s  f o r  
t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  e n a c t e d  in  any o f  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  
American Union.
The proposed  q u a r t  law, which was an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i ­
t i o n  q u e s t i o n ,  g e n e r a t e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  t h i r d  argument  on t h e  dan g e rs  t h a t  
p r o h i b i t i o n  posed to  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  This  law was a f u r t h e r  
a t t e m p t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  de te rm in ed  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  t o  do s o m e th in g ,  
no m a t t e r  how i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  in  Texas .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t
I f  t h e  peop le  o f  Texas [ e l e c t e d ]  a l e g i s l a t u r e  . . . t h a t  [would ]  
n o t  p ropose  and submit  a p r o h i b i t i o n  amendment t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
and [would] n o t  pass  S ta t e w id e  s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  then  i t  [was]  
p roposed  t o  pass  a law p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r  in  l e s s  quan­
t i t i e s  than  p i n t s  o r  q u a r t s  as a r e s t r i c t i v e  m easure .  I t  was f u r ­
t h e r  p roposed  t o  p r o h i b i t  i t s  s a l e  w i t h i n  t h r e e  m i l e s  o f  a school 
house o r  church  in  an u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y  o r  town.
C o l q u i t t  c o u n te r e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  m i le  r e s t r i c t i o n ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  "would
be c l e a r l y  in v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n , "  add ing
Governor 0.  M. R o b e r t s ,  in 1879, in  r e t u r n i n g  a b i l l  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e ,  which proposed  to  p r o h i b i t  th e  s a l e  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r s  
w i t h i n  f i v e  m i l e s  o f  t h e  Southwes t  Texas Male and Female C o l le g e  in  
J a s p e r  County,  d e c l a r e d  such an a c t  was in  c o n f l i c t  w i th  s e c t i o n  20 ,  
a r t i c l e  16,  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .
C o l q u i t t  then  quo ted  R o b e r t s '  v e to  message which emphasized t h a t  th e
q u a r t  law was in  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  method p r e s c r i b e d  by th e
c o n s t i t u t i o n  to  d e te rm ine  w h e th e r  i n t o x i c a t i n g  b ev e rag es  co u ld  be s o l d .
He added t h a t  t h e  law was s a t i s f a c t o r y  then  and sh o u ld  be s a t i s f a c t o r y
now. Hence,  t h e r e  was no need f o r  a law which was in  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n
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8 6t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .
A second m a jo r  t h r e a t  to  t h e  co n ce p t  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t
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was i n i t i a t i v e  and re fe rendum .  C o l q u i t t  con tended  t h a t  t h i s  p o l i c y  
would l e a d  t o  " a n a r c h y ,  d i s o r d e r ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and i n s e c u r i t y  [and was] 
dangerous  t o  th e  permanency o f  t h e  law, and [ l e f t ]  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  in
th e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p in e s s  a t  t h e  mercy o f  a g i t a t o r s  and t o  t h e  c a p r i c e
88o f  th e  whole community o r  o f  t h e  whole S t a t e . "
C o l q u i t t ' s  main o b j e c t i o n  to  t h e  co n ce p t  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  and r e f ­
erendum was t h a t  i t  "would d e s t r o y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e p u b l i c a n  form o f
government w i th  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and p r o p e r t y  
8 9r i g h t s . "  He m a in t a in e d  t h a t  i f
you ig n o re  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s  t o  a c t  f o r
th em se lv es  th ro u g h  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and by th e  S t a t e  r e f e r ­
endum v o te  d i r e c t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b ranch  o f  t h e  government ,  i t  
fo l l o w s  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  you cou ld  d i r e c t  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  and j u d i ­
c i a l  d e p a r tm en t s  in  t h e  same way.
He then  q u e s t i o n e d .
What use  i s  t h e r e  f o r  government  r e g u l a t e d  by law, i f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
and re fe rendum  i s  t o  c o n t r o l ?  I f  you were t o  make a law t h a t  would 
compel t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  obey th e  e x p r e s s e d  w i l l  o f  t h e  r e f e r ­
endum, cou ld  you o r  would you then  c a l l  f o r  a re fe rendum  vo te  and 
i n s t r u c t  t h e  c o u r t s  t o  uphold  such a law?
C o l q u i t t  conc luded  h i s  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  and r e f e r ­
endum p lan  o f  government by warn ing  t h a t  i f  t h i s  method
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I n i t i a t i v e  i s  a sys tem  o f  government which a l lo w s  c i t i z e n s  t o  
pu t  p r o p o s a l s  on a b a l l o t  by p e t i t i o n  and to  make them i n t o  laws by a 
m a j o r i t y  v o t e .  Referendum i s  t h e  p ro c e s s  which a l low s  v o t e r s  t o  p e t i ­
t i o n  a g a i n s t  and r e j e c t  laws p a ssed  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .
88Sherman Speech.
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be adop ted  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  p a r t y  a c t i o n  and s e c u r i n g  changes  in  th e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  then  in  t h e  same manner t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  law which 
g u a r a n t e e s  t h e  l a b o r e r ' s  wages from g a rn i sh m en t  can be d e s t r o y e d .
By t h e  same means a n o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  which p r o ­
t e c t s  t h e  l i b e r t i e s  and p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n  
can be c h an g e d .90
Arguments s team ing  from C o l q u i t t ' s  second major  p remise  t h a t  t h e
s t a t e  o f  Texas needed " l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t "  were s im p le  in  n a t u r e  and d id
n o t  r e c e i v e  a g r e a t  amount o f  a t t e n t i o n  in any p a r t i c u l a r  speech .  But
C o l q u i t t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  arguments  in  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  s p ee c h es .
91Sometimes he made on ly  a f l e e t i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  co n ce p t  and o t h e r
92t im es  he gave t h e  co n ce p t  more a t t e n t i o n .
C o l q u i t t  used t h r e e  b a s i c  l i n e s  o f  a rg u m e n ta t io n  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  on " l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t . "  F i r s t ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Texas had 
enough laws t o  a d e q u a t e l y  govern  t h e  s t a t e .  Second,  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
peop le  sh o u ld  be g iven  t ime t o  a d j u s t  t o  th e  p r e s e n t  laws. T h i r d ,  he 
con tended  t h a t  t h e  peo p le  needed peace  from th e  a g i t a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  
s t r i f e  t h a t  new l e g i s l a t i o n  m igh t  f o s t e r .
In c o n s t r u c t i n g  th e  a rgument t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  had enough laws 
a l r e a d y ,  C o l q u i t t  v o iced  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e r e  was "no n e c e s s i t y  f o r
Q O
f u r t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t im e .  . . . p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t
The Congress  o f  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  a f t e r  working 135 y e a r s  f o r  
9 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  [ p e o p l e ]  has w r i t t e n  ab o u t  5 ,000 a r t i c l e s  i n t o  the  
code.  In Texas t h e r e  a r e  10,000 [ a r t i c l e s ]  in  t h e  c r im in a l  
codes r e g u l a t i n g  th e  p e r s o n a l  conduc t  and i n d i v i d u a l  b u s in e s s  
o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s .  We had b e t t e r  s t o p  aw hi le  and s tu d y  t h e s e  we
90 Honey Grove Speech.
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94have and en joy  th e  pe ac e ,  r e s t  and p r o s p e r i t y  we so g r e a t l y  need.
F u r th e rm o re ,  C o l q u i t t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t ime  was needed
in  which t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  o u r s e l v e s  w i th  th e  laws we a l r e a d y  have 
and do n o t  need any h a r a s s i n g  new ones .  N eed less  l e g i s l a t i o n  
and p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e  r e t a r d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n  h i m s e l f  
and development o f  t h e  S t a t e . 95
F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t  Texans needed "peace  from p o l i t -
96i c a l  s t r i f e  [ and ]  r e s t  from l e g i s l a t i v e  tu rm o i l  and r a d i c a l i s m . "
To enhance t h i s  argument C o l q u i t t  conc luded  w i th  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  s t a t e ­
ment:
The v e x a t i o n  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  sho u ld  have been a l low ed  t o  
r e s t  and th e  peop le  g iven  a r e s t  from acr im on ious  d i s c u s s i o n  and 
v i t u p e r o u s  d e b a te  upon i t .  An e l e c t i o n  upon c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p ro ­
h i b i t i o n  and c o n t e s t  ove r  s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b t i o n  would be b i t t e r  
and d e s t r u c t i v e ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a t im e ,  o f  th e  p e ac e ,  h a p p in es s  and 
p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  I s a y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  p a r t  
o f  wisdom to  l e t  m a t t e r s  s t a n d  as  th e y  a r e  and we shou ld  r e c o g n iz e  
t h a t  i t  i s  human t o  e r r  and t h a t  no man i s  i n f a l l i b l e  e i t h e r  in 
h a b i t s  o r  h i s  t h o u g h t s .
C o l q u i t t ' s  t h i r d  m ajor  p remise  t h a t  government sh o u ld  be admin­
i s t e r e d  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  t h e  peop le  evoked f i v e  m a jo r  a rgum en ts .  
They were 1) government i s  a g i f t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  2) government shou ld  
be based on a sound economic f o u n d a t i o n ,  3) government  shou ld  be based  
on an h o n e s t  f o u n d a t i o n ,  4) some governmenta l  programs a r e  h e l p f u l  t o  
th e  p e o p l e ,  and 5) some governmenta l  programs a re  harmful  t o  t h e  p eo p le .
Bas ic  t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  
power to  govern was a g i f t  o f  th e  p e o p le .  He a rgued  t h a t  t h e  "power t o  
r e p r e s e n t  and a c t  f o r  them was c o n f e r r e d  upon such members [ o f  t h e  l e g ­
i s l a t u r e ]  by t h e  peop le  composing t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s . "
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  17,  1912.
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
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Extending  h i s  a rgum ent ,  he m a in t a in e d  t h a t  s i n c e  government was
a g i f t  o f  t h e  p e o p le ,  then  " p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  [w ere]  s e r v a n t s  and n o t  th e
m a s t e r s  o f  th e  p e o p l e . "  O f f i c i a l s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  shou ld  " a d m i n i s t e r  th e
law in  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  and n o t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  the  s p e c i a l  
97i n t e r e s t s . "
C o l q u i t t ' s  c o n ce p t  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  
and t h e  c i t i z e n s  encompassed th e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  as w e l l .  Thus,  he 
d e c l a r e d ,  " I f  I were g o v e rn o r ,  I would have no d e p u ty ,  b u t  every  c i t i ­
zen o f  h igh o r  low es teem  who d e s i r e d  i t ,  would be g r a n t e d  a h e a r in g  on 
any m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n . "
C o l q u i t t ' s  second major  argument  s u p p o r t i n g  h i s  premise  t h a t  
government shou ld  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  peop le  d e a l t  
w i th  t h e  economic s t a t u s  o f  Texas .  C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  
shou ld  " r e t u r n  t o  and m a in t a in  a 'p ay  as you go'  p o l i c y . "  This could  
be accom pl ished  by n o t  a l lo w in g  th e  s t a t e  to  " p i l e  up a s u r p l u s  o f
money in  th e  s t a t e  t r e a s u r y  [b e c a u s e ]  i t  b e g e t s  a s p i r i t  o f  e x t r a v a -  
98gance . . , C o l q u i t t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  shou ld  " i n s t i t u t e
th e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  way o f  keep ing  t h e  expenses  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s
income [and ]  i f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  [w ere]  made th e y  [would]
be v e to e d ,  u n l e s s  p r o v i s i o n  [was]  made f o r  payment ."  He then  added:
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  w i l l  be c u t  t o  f i t  t h e  r e v e n u e ,  and a number o f  
o f f i c e s  which I t h i n k  a r e  incubus  on th e  S t a t e  w i l l  be a b o l i s h e d .  
There  w i l l  be no e v a s io n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  by a t t e m p t s  t o  meet 
e x t r a v a g a n c e  in  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and e x p e n d i t u r e s  by a r e l i a n c e  on 
u n c e r t a i n  r evenues  t o  meet th e m .99
97W ich i ta  F a l l s  Speech.
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A t h i r d  m ajo r  argument which C o l q u i t t  developed  in  c o r r o b o r a t i n g  
h i s  premise  t h a t  government shou ld  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  
a l l  t h e  peop le  was concerned  w i th  h o n e s ty  in  government.  He was so 
convinced  o f  t h i s  t e n e t  t h a t  he vowed t h a t
S t r i c t  b u s in e s s  i n t e g r i t y  would be i n s i s t e d  upon in  e v e r y  de­
p a r tm e n t  and nepo t i sm  would be b a n i sh e d  from th e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e  
and e v e r y  dep a r tm en t  s u b j e c t  to  e x e c u t i v e  c o n t r o l ,  f o r  p u b l i c  o f ­
f i c e  i s  a p u b l i c  t r u s t  and n o t  a f a m i ly  g r a f t .
To accom plish  i n t e g r i t y  in government  he promised t o  "g ive  t h e  head o f  
each dep a r tm en t  . . .  a new broom w i th  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  g ive  h i s  d e p a r t ­
ment a thorough c l e a n i n g . 11 ^
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t  t h r e e  re forms would r e s u l t  in  
a more h o n e s t  government .  He con tended  t h a t  nepo t ism  and p o l i t i c a l  
g r a f t  shou ld  be a b o l i s h e d  and t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  lobby ing  sh o u ld  be 
r e g u l a t e d .
Concern ing  n e p o t i sm ,  C o l q u i t t  s t a t e d  " t h a t  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a t e  
y e a r s  in Texas o f  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  crowding th e  p l a c e s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e i r  
appo in tm en t  and c o n t r o l  w i th  t h e i r  n e a r  k in  [was] n e i t h e r  good p u b l i c  
p o l i c y  nor  in acco rdance  w i th  d e m o c r a t i c  t e a c h i n g s  . . . . "  He then 
p ledged  i f  e l e c t e d  gove rnor  he would "ban i sh  t h e  p r a c t i c e  from th e  
c a p i t o l  as  f a r  as i t  would be in  [ h i s ]  power t o  do so [ i n  o r d e r  t h a t ]  
t h e  sons  and d a u g h te r s  o f  o t h e r  men b e s i d e s  t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  [ c o u ld  
be ]  e n t i t l e d  t o  an equal chance f o r  [ t h e s e  o f f i c e s ] . "
In d e v e lo p in g  h i s  argument d e a l i n g  w i th  p o l i t i c a l  g r a f t ,
C o l q u i t t ,  f i r s t  d e t a i l e d  t h e  problem. He d e c l a r e d :
S e n a to r s  and congressmen have been i n d i c t e d  and c o n v ic t e d  o f  
t a k i n g  f e e s  f o r  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  w i th  men in  o f f i c i a l  p l a c e s .
l ° ° " I f  I Were Governor" Speech.
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Judges  and o t h e r s  have been on t r i a l  b e f o r e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  w i th  
impeachment ch a rg es  f a c i n g  them, because  o f  s i m i l a r  use o f  t h e i r  
o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  Favors  a r e  a c c e p te d  and g r a n t e d  to  t h e  d e t ­
r im en t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  good by p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  and ,  in  many i n ­
s t a n c e s ,  p u b l i c  p l a c e s  a r e  used f o r  p r i v a t e  ga in  in  a way t h a t  
has c a l l e d  f o r t h  condemnat ion .  We f i n d  g r a f t  most p r e v a l e n t  in 
t h o s e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  where one p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  has  he ld  
long sway and th e  o f f i c e s  have been f i l l e d  by p e r so n s  s e l e c t e d  
by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b o s se s  and p o l i t i c a l  r i n g s .  Where t h i s  i s  t h e  
ca se  i t  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  in  a f e e l i n g  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  o ccu p an t  
o f  th e  o f f i c e  and th o s e  who p u t  him in  a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  p u b l i c  
o f f i c e  i s  a " p r i v a t e  s n a p , "  and t h a t  th e  o f f i c e s  be long  t o  the  
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  o r  t o  t h e  man who can l i n e  up most o f  t h e  p o l i t i ­
c i a n s  f o r  him.
C o l q u i t t  th e n  t o l d  h i s  a u d i t o r s  t h a t  t h e  peop le  cou ld  be i n s t r u m e n t a l
in h e lp in g  t o  a b o l i s h  t h i s  d i s h o n e s t  p r a c t i c e .  He s a i d :
I f  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  i n s i s t  upon t h e  maxim t h a t  " p u b l i c  o f f i c e  i s  a 
p u b l i c  t r u s t , "  and th e  o f f i c e r  a p u b l i c  s e r v a n t ,  e n t i t l e d  o n ly  to  
emoluments a l low ed  by law f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e ,  then  w i l l  t h e  p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e  be c l e a n  and f r e e  from g r a f t .  But as long  as t h e  peop le  
a r e  i n d i f f e r e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  n om ina t ions  a re  d i c t a t e d  by bosse s  
and r i n g s ,  j u s t  so long w i l l  t h e  g r a f t e r  t h r i v e  in  p u b l i c  l i f e .
C o l q u i t t ' s  argument on t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l
l o b b y i s t  was s i m i l a r  t o  h i s  argument on p o l i t i c a l  g r a f t .  F i r s t ,  he
d e l i n e a t e d  t h e  problem. He lamented  t h a t
Under e x i s t i n g  p r a c t i c e s  i t  i s  n o t  uncommon f o r  members o f  t h e  
lobby t o  t a k e  s e a t s  by th e  s i d e  o f  members on t h e  f l o o r ,  o f f e r  
s u g g e s t i o n s ,  w r i t e  amendments and hand them to  members t o  be 
o f f e r e d  w h i le  t h e  b i l l  i s  be in g  c o n s id e r e d  and vo ted  upon. To 
such an e x t e n t  has i t  gone t h a t  t h e  shrewd r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  consume most o f  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
in  c o n s i d e r i n g  p r i v a t e  b i l l s  o r  s p e c i a l  laws i n t e n d e d  to  b e n e f i t  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  . . . .
The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  c l a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  pushed by a l e g i s l a ­
t i v e  lobby ,  f i n d s  i t s  way upon t h e  s t a t u t e  books and th e  g en e ra l  
w e l f a r e  i s  o v e r lo o k e d .
C o l q u i t t  concluded  h i s  argument by a d v o c a t in g  a s o l u t i o n  t o  th e  problem.
He s a i d  t h a t  he would i n i t i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  which p r e s c r i b e d  " th e  r u l e s
o f  p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s . "  F u r th e r m o re ,  he b e l i e v e d
t h a t  when " th e  a d v o c a te s  and opponen ts  o f  a measure [h a d ]  been f u l l y
heard  by a com m it tee ,  th e y  shou ld  r e t u r n  to  t h e i r  homes and l e a v e  th e
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L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  d i s c u s s  and d e l i b e r a t e  ove r  th e  m e r i t s  o f  th e  b i l l  and 
th e  arguments  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  and a g a i n s t  i t . "
The f o u r t h  m a jo r  argument used by C o l q u i t t  in  h i s  advocacy o f  
t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  n a t u r e  o f  government was concerned  w i th  t h e  programs he 
f e l t  would b e n e f i t  th e  peop le  o f  Texas .  A su rv ey  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
speeches  p o in t e d  to  s i x  a r e a s  o f  co n ce rn .  These i n c l u d e d  1) e d u c a t i o n ,  
2) penal  r e fo rm ,  3) menta l  and p h y s i c a l  i l l n e s s ,  4) C o n fe d e r a te  v e t e r ­
a n s ,  5) land  laws,  and 5) f a r m e r s .
C o l q u i t t ' s  program to  b e n e f i t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  was wide r a n g e d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  He contended  t h a t  an e f f o r t  
shou ld  be made
to  a f f o r d  and pu t  in  reach  o f  every  c o u n t ry  boy and g i r l  a chance 
t o  g e t  a c o u n t ry  school t r a i n i n g  w i th  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i n i s h  
t h e i r  e d u c a t io n  in  t h e i r  own be loved  S t a t e  in  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
t h e i r  own making— one equal t o  t h e  b e s t  in  a l l  t h e  l a n d .
To accom pl ish  t h i s  end he p roposed  t h a t
Every county  shou ld  be p ro v id e d  w i th  com peten t  s u p e r v i s i o n .
Such s u p e r v i s i o n  shou ld  be in  t h e  hands o f  a competen t  e d u c a t o r ,  
who [would be ]  a b le  and c a p a b le  o f  s u p e r v i s i n g  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  counsel t e a c h e r s  and t r u s t e e s ,  l e c t u r e  on school
and e d u c a t i o n a l  work,  o r g a n iz e  and a rouse  an e d u c a t i o n a l  s p i r i t
in  t h e  county  w i th  th e  people  as  well  as w i th  t h e  t e a c h e r s  and 
t r u s t e e s ,  and s c r u t i n i z e  and pass  on a l l  c la im s  a g a i n s t  t h e  county  
school fu n d J O ^
As f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t io n  C o l q u i t t  argued t h a t  what was
most needed by th e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and Mechanical  c o l l e g e  now [was] 
s u f f i c i e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  t o  
accommodate t h e  y o u th s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  who d e s i r e  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  and t o  keep th e  b u i l d i n g s  a l r e a d y  con­
s t r u c t e d  in  p r o p e r  and d e ce n t  s t a t e  o f  r e p a i r .
C o l q u i t t  concluded  h i s  argument  by prom is ing  s u p p o r t  f o r  n o t  on ly  t h e
A g r ic u l tu r a l  and Mechanical C o l leg e ,  but  a l l  o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of
^ M c K in n e y  Speech.
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h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g .  He s t a t e d :
I am in f a v o r  o f  f u r n i s h i n g  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  means f o r  adequa te  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  th e  p r o p e r  m a in tenance  and s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A g r i ­
c u l t u r e  and Mechanical  C o l l e g e ,  t h e  S t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  normal 
sch o o l s  and th e  I n d u s t r i a l  School f o r  White G i r l s .  I want t o  see  
t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  made t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  k ind  in  t h e  l a n d .  I 
want t o  see  them taken  o u t  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o l i t i c s  and th e  means 
o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  them s u p p l i e d  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  and t r u s t e e s  
having  to  go b e fo re  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and p l e a d  and lobby f o r  what 
ought to  be f u r n i s h e d  w i t h o u t  a s k i n g .
A program o f  penal  re fo rm  was a m a jo r  i s s u e  in  a l l  t h r e e  o f  
C o l q u i t t ' s  campaigns. This  s u b j e c t  p ro v id e d  t h e  Texan w i th  an e x c e l l e n t  
a r g u m e n ta t iv e  v e h i c l e .
C o l q u i t t  f i r s t  no ted  t h a t  "The r e c e n t  e x p o su r e s  o f  t h e  m a l t r e a t ­
ment o f  c o n v i c t s  have shocked th e  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  T e x a s . "  
He f u r t h e r  c la imed t h a t  "The p e n i t e n t i a r y  sys tem  . . . [had ]  been more 
o r  l e s s  a p o l i t i c a l  machine and i t s  management l a r g e l y  dominated by po­
l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . "
To a l l e v i a t e  some o f  t h e  a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r i s o n ,  
C o l q u i t t  advoca ted  a number o f  ch an g es .  F i r s t ,  he was in  f a v o r  o f  " th e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  a board  o f  p e n i t e n t i a r y  com m iss ioners  t o  s e r v e  s i x  y e a r s ,  
one be ing  e l e c t e d  ev e ry  two y e a r s ,  who s h o u ld  be e l e c t e d  by t h e  p e o p le ,  
and who shou ld  r e c e i v e  com pensa t ions  commensurate w i th  t h e  im por tance  
o f  th e  d u t i e s  which would be imposed upon them." T h i s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  
C o l q u i t t ,  would a l lo w  th e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  sys tem  t o  be " d iv o r c e d  from p o l i ­
t i c s  [and]  a comple te  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  management and c o n t r o l  o f  th e  
penal system from t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  [ p l a c i n g ]  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  th e  management o f  th e  same . . . upon t h o s e  e l e c t e d  by th e  peop le  
as p e n i t e n t i a r y  co m m iss io n e rs . "  F u r th e r m o re ,  C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t  
"The law shou ld  be so changed as t o  g ive  [ t h e  commission] f u l l  a u t h o r ­
i t y  ov e r  i t s  b u s in e s s  and make them r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o r
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f a i l u r e  o f  i t s  management." Second,  w h i l e  " i t  would p ro b a b ly  be n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  ad o p t  a un ifo rm  f o r  t h e  c o n v i c t s  . . . ,"  he s t r o n g l y  f e l t  
t h a t  " th e  law ought t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  s t r i p e s  . . . , as 
r e l i c s  o f  b a r b a r i s m . "  T h i r d ,  "a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c o n v i c t s  would un­
d o u b te d ly  t e n d  to  th e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  who want t o  improve t h e i r  s u r ­
round ings  and c o n d i t i o n s . "  F o u r t h ,  w h i l e  " t h e r e  must be o r d e r  and 
d i s c i p l i n e  . . . , i t  shou ld  be b ro u g h t  abou t  by humane t r e a t m e n t  and 
r e a s o n a b le  d i s c i p l i n a r y  m e a s u r e s . "  F i f t h ,  " E l e v a t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  sh o u ld  
be s u p p l i e d  and t h e  S t a t e  s h o u ld  ta k e  p r i d e  in  i t s  endeavors  t o  e l e v a t e  
t h e  s e n t i m e n t s ,  t h e  h a b i t s  and p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h o s e  whom i t  i s  p u n i s h in g  
f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  law." S i x t h ,  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  l e a s i n g  c o n v i c t s  f o r  
pay sh o u ld  be a b o l i s h e d  "and i t  s h o u ld  be done w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  u n n e c e s ­
s a r y  d e l a y . " F i n a l l y ,
Wherever i t  [was]  p r a c t i c a l  t o  do so ,  m a n u fa c tu r in g  i n d u s t r i e s  
in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  penal sys tem shou ld  be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  so as 
t o  e n a b le  t h o s e  who [were]  i n c a r c e r a t e d  to  l e a r n  a t r a d e  from which 
th e y  [ c o u l d ]  make an h o n e s t  l i v i n g  when th e y  [had ]  s e r v e d  t h e i r  
te rms  w i th  t h e  S t a t e  [ a s ]  t h e r e  a r e  many k inds  o f  m an u fac tu res  
which [ c o u l d ]  be e s t a b l i s h e d  w i th  smal l  e x p en se ,  and t h e  p ro d u c t s  
d i s p o se d  o f  w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s l y  coming i n t o  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i th  f r e e  
l a b o r ,  o r  l e g i t i m a t e  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s  in  t h e  S t a t e .
C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t  t h e  a fo re m e n t io n e d  changes  would b e n e f i t  n o t  on ly
102t h e  c o n v i c t s  b u t  t h e  peop le  as w e l l .
Concern f o r  t h e  m e n t a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  i l l  was a t h i r d  a r g u ­
ment which stemmed from C o l q u i t t ' s  p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  t h e  government shou ld  
b e n e f i t  a l l  t h e  p e o p le .  His argument c o n s i s t e d  main ly  o f  c o u r s e s  o f  
a c t i o n  he f e l t  would a l l e v i a t e  t h e  problems fa c ed  by t h e  m e n t a l l y  and 
p h y s i c a l l y  i l l .
102
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C o l q u i t t  f i r s t  v o iced  h i s  concern  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l l y  in co m p e ten t .  
He proposed t h a t  t h e s e  " u n f o r t u n a t e  wards o f  t h e  S t a t e  shou ld  be su p ­
p l i e d  w i th  a p la c e  o f  d i s c i p l i n e ,  com fo r t  and medical  a t t e n t i o n  in 
an asy lum ."  He f u r t h e r  m a i n t a in e d  t h a t  i t  was " th e  du ty  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
t o  t ak e  ca re  o f  t h e s e  u n f o r t u n a t e s  and a f f o r d  t o  them th e  b e s t  t r e a t ­
ment s c i e n c e  [ c o u l d ]  g iv e  [b e c a u s e ]  t o  f a i l  t o  do so would a lm os t  
amount t o  c r im in a l  n e g l e c t  o f  an o b l i g a t i o n  [owed] t o  s o c i e t y . "
C o l q u i t t  concluded  h i s  argument  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  " p r e s e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
cou ld  be e n l a r g e d  a t  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  smal l  c o s t s  [ and ]  many t e m p o r a r i l y
in san e  pe rsons  cou ld  have t h e i r  r e a so n  r e s t o r e d  i f  p rompt ly  t aken  to
103an asylum f o r  t r e a t m e n t . "
C o l q u i t t ' s  argument  r e g a r d i n g  th e  p h y s i c a l l y  i l l  took th e  form 
o f  r e l a t i n g  th e  accomplishments  o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in  b e h a l f  o f  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  F i r s t ,  he s a i d :
Wholesome laws f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  were 
e n a c te d  by t h e  l a s t  L e g i s l a t u r e .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a b i l l  was 
passed  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  two s a n i t a r i u m s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  consum pt ives .  . . . The H ea l th  Depar tment has been e n e r g e t i c  
and w a tch fu l  in e n f o r c i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  laws and e x t e n d i n g  a l l  pos ­
s i b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  ep idem ic  o f  m e n i n g i t i s  in  t h e  S t a t e .  
The S t a t e  Heal th  O f f i c e r  i s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a l a b o r a t o r y  in  h i s  o f f i c e  
a t  t h e  C ap i to l  where t h e  a n t i t o x i n  f o r  d i p h t h e r i a ,  ty p h o id  f e v e r ,  
and v a cc in e  f o r  sm al lpox  w i l l  be m anufac tu red  and d i s p e n s e d  to  t h e  
poor a t  a c t u a l  c o s t ,  and ,  where n e c e s s a r y ,  f u r n i s h e d  f r e e .
C o l q u i t t  ended h i s  argument  by em phas iz ing  t h e  r o l e  he p layed  in  p r o ­
v id in g  c a r e  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l l y  i l l .
I have g iven  my h e a r t y  c o - o p e r a t i o n  toward  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and 
t h e i r  accomplishment i s  well  worthy  o f  any man 's  e a r n e s t  e f f o r t .
I s h a l l  c o n t in u e  to  urge  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  ou r  h e a l t h  laws and 
b r in g  every  means o f  p r e v e n t i v e  a i d  and r e l i e f  from d i s e a s e  
w i th in  t h e  reach  o f  a l l  p e o p l e . 104
^ M c K i n n e y  Speech. 
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Although C o l q u i t t  had promised in  a l l  o f  h i s  t h r e e  campaigns to  
do as much as p o s s i b l e  t o  a i d  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  v e t e r a n ,  h i s  most r e a l i s ­
t i c  argument was a c o u rse  o f  a c t i o n  which was w i t h i n  t h e  rea lm  o f  h i s  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  as C h ie f  E x ecu t ive  o f  th e  S t a t e .  He p o in t e d  ou t :
There  a r e  now 12,000 names on t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  pens ion  r o l l ,  and 
they  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  an av e rag e  o f  $11.25 p e r  q u a r t e r .  I t  i s  n o t  my 
p u rpose  t o  make promises  t o  t h e s e  o ld  v e t e r a n s  t h a t  I know a r e  im­
p r a c t i c a l  o f  f u l f i l l m e n t .  The f u l l  maximum amount now a l lowed 
under  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  C o n fe d e ra te  pen s io n s  i s  be ing  p a id  a n ­
n u a l l y ,  b u t  p r o v i s i o n  shou ld  be made whereby t h i s  smal l  sum should  
be p rom pt ly  pa id  in  f u l l  w i t h o u t  d i s c o u n t  o r  expense  o f  any kind 
to  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y .
For t h e  widows o f  C o n fe d e r a te  v e t e r a n s ,  C o l q u i t t  s t a t e d :
I appea l  t o  t h e  manhood o f  th e  S t a t e  t o  vo te  f o r  and adop t  th e  
amendment t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  p roposed  by t h e  l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  which 
p r o v id e s  f o r  g i v i n g  a i d  by t h e  S t a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  th e  C o n fed e ra te  
Woman's home. The Daugh ters  o f  th e  Confederacy ,  w i th  lo v in g  devo­
t i o n  and s a c r i f i c e ,  have b u i l t  t h i s  home w i th  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
and a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  i t  in  t h e  same way, where they  t a k e  c a r e  o f  a 
l i m i t e d  number o f  dependen t  s u r v i v i n g  widows o f  C o n fe d e ra te  s o l ­
d i e r s .  105
R ev is io n  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  l and  laws was a n o t h e r  example
o f  a program C o l q u i t t  f e l t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  Texans.  In d i s c u s s i n g
t h i s  q u e s t i o n  he m a in t a in e d  t h a t  a l though  " th e  p r e s e n t  system i s  l i b e r a l
to  t h e  s e t t l e r ,  [ i t ]  makes some u n f a i r  e x a c t i o n s  from him."  He s a i d :
An a c t u a l  s e t t l e r  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  l i v e  on t h e  land  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I f  
m i s f o r t u n e  o v e r t a k e s  him and from any cause  he canno t  remain on th e  
land  f o r  t h i s  t i m e ,  he f o r f e i t s  i t  w i th  t h e  c o s t  o f  improvement,  o r  
i f  he remains  on i t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  and s ea so n s  a r e  u n f a v o r a b le  and he 
i s  f o r c e d  t o  abandon i t ,  some l a r g e  h o l d e r  o f  lands  i s  b e n e f i t t e d  
by h i s  m i s f o r t u n e ,  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  h o l d e r  can then  buy h i s  c la im  and 
a c q u i r e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  l a n d .
To make t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  l a n d  laws more b e n e f i c i a l  C o l q u i t t  p r o ­
posed t h a t  t h e  laws " shou ld  be changed so as t o  a l low  a p u r c h a s e r  t o  pay 
cash  f o r  th e  l a n d  and g e t  t h e  t i t l e  im m e d ia te ly ,  o r  t o  a l lo w  him t o  pay
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
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t w e n t y - f i v e  o r  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  pu rchase  p r i c e  i n  c a s h ,  and t h e  r e s t
1 Dfi
in annual i n s t a l l m e n t s  . . . w i th  r e a s o n a b le  i n t e r e s t . "
A m ajor  argument which ap p ea le d  t o  a l a r g e  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  v o t e r s  
was t h e  one C o l q u i t t  used in  b e h a l f  o f  s e r v i n g  t h e  needs o f  t h e  f a r m e r s .  
Although h i s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r h e t o r i c  was aimed p r i m a r i l y  a t  t h e  b e t t e r ­
ment o f  t h e  c o t to n  f a r m e r ,  C o l q u i t t  i n s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  were aware 
o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  in  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  f r u i t  g row ers ,  v e g e t a b l e  g ro w ers ,  and 
c a t t l e  f a r m e r s . ^
C o l q u i t t ' s  concern  f o r  t h e  c o t to n  fa rm er  c e n t e r e d  around two 
a r e a s  o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c i e s .  F i r s t ,  he a rgued  t h a t  t h e  Cotton 
Conference  f o r  which he was p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  was o f  tremendous 
b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  f a r m e r s .  Second, he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was in  f a v o r  o f  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a sys tem o f  bonded warehouses  f o r  th e  s t o r a g e  o f  c o t t o n  
u n t i l  t h e  marke t  was a t  i t s  most c o m p e t i t i v e  l e v e l .
C o l q u i t t ' s  r e a s o n in g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Cotton Confe rence  in c lu d e d  
t h r e e  l i n e s  o f  a n a l y s i s .  F i r s t ,  C o l q u i t t  c r e d i t e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  id e a  
f o r  t h e  Conference  to  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d  C la rence  Ous ley ,  p u b l i s h e r  
o f  t h e  F o r t  Worth R ecord . Second, he p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  purpose  o f  
th e  Conference  was t o  ad o p t  "a p lan  t o  check th e  d e c l i n i n g  p r i c e  o f  
c o t to n  . . . . "  He s t a t e d  t h a t  many th o u g h t  th e  p r o j e c t  " to  be some­
t h i n g  a lm o s t  i m p o s s i b l e , "  and t h a t  " th e  Conference  would make r a d i c a l
1 0 6 " i f  j ye r e  G0Verr i0 r " Speech.
107C o l q u i t t ' s  campaign l i t e r a t u r e  i s  r e p l e t e  w i th  examples o f  
a c t i o n s  proposed and passed  as  a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  t e n u r e  on t h e  R a i l r o a d  
Commission from 1906 to  1911. See B ro ad s id e s  and Pam ph le t s ,  Campaign 
o f  1906; Memorandum from C o l q u i t t  t o  M ay f ie ld ,  J u l y  13,  1905, Campaign 
o f  1906, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A u s t in  A r c h iv e s ,  and 
Minutes o f  th e  R a i l r o a d  Commission o f  Texas ,  May 11, 1904, O f f i c i a l  
R a i l r o a d  Commission P a p e r s ,  Texas S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  A u s t in .
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and i m p r a c t i c a l  recommendations  and p la y  p o l i t i c s  w i th  t h e  q u e s t i o n . "  
I n s t e a d
The recommendations  were a l l  p r a c t i c a l  and ag reed  to  unanimously .
The fa rm e rs  were asked  t o  reduce  t h e i r  a c r ea g e  25 p e r  c e n t  and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were t o  be a p p o in te d  by th e  Governor o f  each S t a t e  
t o  t a k e  charge  o f  a campaign in  each c o t t o n - p r o d u c i n g  county  f o r  th e  
purpose  o f  s e c u r i n g  p le d g es  f o r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  a c r e a g e .  This  
p o l i c y ,  w i th  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Farmers '  Union, was i n a u g u r a t e d .
I t  has been pushed w i th  as  much energy  as p o s s i b l e  under  t h e  c i r ­
c u m s tan c es ,  and t h e  a c r ea g e  shou ld  show very  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e c r e a se  
t h i s  y e a r  under  t h a t  o f  l a s t  y e a r .  The c o n fe ren c e  recommended t h a t  
Congress  pass  laws r e g u l a t i n g  c o t t o n  exchanges  so th e  m arke t  could  
n o t  be m a n ip u la ted  by t e n d e r i n g  d e l i v e r y  o f  s p o t  c o t t o n  o f  i n f e r i o r  
g r a d e s .  Another  recommendation was t h a t  th e  S t a t e s  p roduc ing  c o t to n  
pa ss  laws p r o v id i n g  f o r  a warehouse system t h a t  would g iv e  th e  
fa rm e rs  s a f e  and cheap s t o r a g e  where they  cou ld  hold t h e i r  c o t t o n  
f o r  a b e t t e r  p r i c e .
T h i r d ,  C o l q u i t t  spoke o f  t h e  ach ievem ents  o f  t h e  Confe rence .  He i n d i ­
c a te d  t h a t
t h e  d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  and t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and p r a c t i c a l  recommenda­
t i o n s  made m a t e r i a l l y  improved t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The p r i c e  began to  
go up and on A pr i l  1 s p o t  c o t t o n  was b r i n g i n g  11 5 /8  c e n t s  in  lo c a l  
Texas m a r k e t s ,  an i n c r e a s e  o f  n e a r l y  $12.50 p e r  b a l e ,  and i s  s t i l l  
advanc ing .  The p r o s p e c t s  a r e  good t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  recommendations 
made by t h e  c o n f e re n c e  w i l l  be pu t  i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t .  A b i l l  
i s  pending  in Congress  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  r e g u l a t i n g  c o t to n  
exchanges  in  l i n e  w i th  recommendat ions made; th e  f a rm ers  a r e  r e d u c ­
ing t h e i r  a c r e a g e ,  t h e  n e x t  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o t t o n - p r o d u c i n g  
S t a t e s  w i l l  l i k e l y  pass  laws under which bonded warehouses  may be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  s a f e  s t o r a g e  o f  c o t t o n  a t  minimum c o s t J 0 °
The second argument  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  used in  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  b e n e f i t  
t h e  f a rm e r  was d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t .  C o l q u i t t  was o f  t h e  o p in ­
ion t h a t  a "sys tem o f  i n t e r i o r  warehouses  . . . be ing  advoca ted  and
1 Qg
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Farmers Union [was]  in  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n . "
Thus,  he f a v o re d  "a law, t o  be passed  by th e  nex t  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  f o r  th e
^ S h e r m a n  Speech.
109 B u l l e t i n ,  C o lq u i t t  H eadquar ters ,  May 31, 1912, Campaign of
1912, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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b u i l d i n g  and e q u ip p in g  o f  bonded w arehouses ,  a t  any p o i n t  in  t h e  S t a t e  
where . . . needed,  so t h a t  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  d e p o s i t  [ c o u l d ]  be used as 
a b a s i s  o f  c r e d i t .
C o l q u i t t ' s  f o u r t h  and f i n a l  major  argument t h a t  government 
shou ld  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e ,  was t h a t  some 
governmental  p o l i c i e s  were harmful t o  t h e  p eo p le .  Three s p e c i f i c  r e a ­
sons were o f f e r e d  in s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n .  F i r s t ,  C o l q u i t t  a r ­
gued t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  d id  no t  b e n e f i t  t h e  p eo p le .  Second,  he m a in t a in e d  
t h a t  i n e q u i t a b l e  t a x a t i o n  d id  n o t  b e n e f i t  th e  p eo p le .  T h i r d ,  he c la im ed  
t h a t  t r u s t s  d id  no t  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .
One a s p e c t  o f  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n - - t h e  impact o f  p r o h i b i ­
t i o n  on lo c a l  s e l f  government- -was d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  
C o l q u i t t ,  however,  had a second major argument in  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  s t a n d  
a g a i n s t  p r o h i b i t i o n .  He f o r c e f u l l y  o b j e c t e d  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  on th e
grounds t h a t  i t  d id  no t  b e n e f i t  t h e  p eop le .
The f i r s t  o b j e c t i o n  was t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  d id  n o t  p r e v e n t  d ru n k ­
e n n es s .  In advanc ing  t h i s  argument C o l q u i t t  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  s t a t e s  
which had adopted  p r o h i b i t i o n  and p o in te d  ou t  t h a t  "from t h e  r e c o r d  
c i t e d  by th e  most a r d e n t  a d v o ca te s  o f  t h e  adop t io n  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  
amendment t o  our  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t  i s  shown t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  has n o t  had 
a tendency  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e  consumption  o f  l i q u o r . "  C o l q u i t t  conc luded  
h i s  argument by d e c l a r i n g  "No man b e l i e v e s  in  in tem perance  o r  d runken ­
n e s s .  P r o h i b i t i o n  does n o t  p r e v e n t  e i t h e r ,  as t h e  enormous q u a n t i t y
consumed in  p r o h i b i t i o n  s t a t e s  must s h o w . " ^
^ P a m p h l e t ,  Campaign o f  1912, C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas a t  A u s t in  A rch iv es .
^ P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
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C o l q u i t t ' s  second o b j e c t i o n  to  p r o h i b i t i o n  was t h a t  i t  d id  no t
make men m ora l .  He con tended :
We can n o t  make men good by law. I t  i s  on ly  th rough  e d u c a t i o n ,  
C h r i s t i a n  and c h a r i t a b l e  i n f l u e n c e s  and growth o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  man h i m s e l f  t h a t  
t h i s  can be done. We can n o t  d e s t r o y  d r in k  nor  t h e  a p p e t i t e  f o r  i t  
th rough  man-made law s ,  and we can n o t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r o h i b i t  d r in k  
th rough  t h e  same medium. I t  i s  p roposed  to  make men s o b e r  by an 
e f f o r t  t o  d e s t r o y  d r i n k .  You m igh t  as well  ad o p t  th e  p o l i c y  o f  
making men h o n e s t  by d e s t r o y i n g  p r o p e r t y .  . . .  So I r e p e a t  t h a t  
a man i s  a f r e e  moral a g e n t  and s t a t u t e  can no t  c l e a n s e  h i s  h e a r t ;  
t h i s  i s  t h e  work o f  C h r i s t i a n  g ra c e  and th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
f o r c e  t e n d s  t o  r e t a r d  r a t h e r  than  to  deve lop  t h i s  growth .
In a d d i t i o n  to  a rg u in g  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  d id  no t  h e lp  t h e  p e o p le ,  
C o l q u i t t  a l s o  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  i n e q u i t a b l e  t a x a t i o n  was n o t  b e n e f i c i a l  to  
t h e  c i t i z e n .  In d e fe n d in g  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  he p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  harm o f  
th e  e x i s t i n g  laws b e c a u s e ,  f i r s t ,  i t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  t a x  v a lu e  o f  land  
and more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  a l low ed  f o r  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  v a l u a t i o n  o f  l a n d .
He c i t e d  te n  a d j o i n i n g  c o u n t i e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  both  t h e  e x o r b i t a n t  
i n c r e a s e  and th e  d i s p a r i t y  in  land  v a l u e s .  He blamed t h e  i n j u s t i c e  o f  
th e  t a x a t i o n  system on t h e  p r e s e n t  law, s t a t i n g :
Under t h e  law,  p r o p e r t y  i s  a s s e s s e d  by a s e p a r a t e  a s s e s s o r  in 
each county  and e q u a l i z e d  by a c o m m is s io n e r ' s  c o u r t  f o r  each c o u n ty ,  
and t h e r e  i s  no u n i f o r m i t y  o f  v a l u a t i o n  o r  u n i n f o r m i t y  in a s s e s s m e n t  
now any more than  b e f o r e  t h e  law was e n a c t e d .  . . .  I t  i s  mani­
f e s t l y  u n f a i r  t o  make lands  and o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  in one c o u n ty ,  o f  
p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  same v a l u e ,  s u b j e c t  to  h i g h e r  v a l u a t i o n s  and h e a v i e r  
t a x e s  f o r  S t a t e  purposes  than  t h e  owners o f  l i k e  p r o p e r t y  pay in 
a d j o i n i n g  c o u n t i e s .
C o l q u i t t  then  proceeded  to  p ropose  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem. He s a i d :
I s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  v e x a t i o u s  q u e s t i o n  i s  t h e  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t s  t o  be t a x ed  f o r  S t a t e  pu rposes  from th o s e  
t a x e d  f o r  county  and o t h e r  l o c a l  u s e s .  The t ime w i l l  soon come when 
we can d e r i v e  enough revenue  to  meet t h e  expenses  o f  t h e  S t a t e  gov­
ernment from a s e p a r a t e  t a x  on c o r p o r a t i o n s  hav ing  no p h y s ica l  
p r o p e r t y  in th e  S t a t e ,  and make t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a S t a t e  t a x  on 
land  and p e r so n a l  p r o p e r t y  u n n e c e s sa ry .
A f i n a l  argument  which C o l q u i t t  used to  advance h i s  t h e o r y  t h a t  
some governmental  p o l i c i e s  were harmful  t o  t h e  peop le  was t h a t  a t r u s t
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d id  n o t  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p le .  In advancing  t h i s  argument  C o l q u i t t  t o l d  
h i s  a u d ien c e s  t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  a n t i - t r u s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  
shou ld  be f i r m l y  and f a i r l y  e n f o r c e d .  In h i s  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  
a n t i - t r u s t  laws he ,  f i r s t ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a n t i - t r u s t  a c t  o f  1903, 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  " i t  i s  made a p e n i t e n t i a r y  o f f e n s e ,  p u n i s h a b l e  by i m p r i s o n ­
ment f o r  a te rm o f  n o t  l e s s  than  one o r  more than  t e n  y e a r s ,  t o  v i o l a t e  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s a i d  a c t ,  and th e  a c t  makes i t  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  du ty  o f  
t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l  o f  th e  S t a t e  to  see  t h a t  i t s  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  
e n f o r c e d . "  C o l q u i t t  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  had f a i l e d  to  
e n f o r c e  t h i s  a c t  and c h a s t i s e d  him f o r  t h i s  f a i l u r e  because  "Whenever 
t h e  S t a t e s  compromises w i th  t h e s e  v i o l a t o r s  o f  i t s  law f o r  money, i t  
t a k e s  a p a r t n e r s h i p  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  v i c e  which i t  d e n o u n ce s . "  Second, 
C o l q u i t t ,  w h i l e  a d m i t t i n g  f i n e s  had been l e v i e d  a g a i n s t  some t r u s t s ,  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was
Not a s i n g l e  s o - c a l l e d  t r u s t  t h a t  [had ]  p a id  a p e n a l t y  as  such 
b u t  what [was]  n o t  doing  b u s in e s s  in  Texas ,  e i t h e r  in  i t s  own name 
o r  under  some o t h e r ,  and in  most c a s e s  [had ]  added many t im e s  t h e  
amount which i t  pa id  t o  th e  S t a t e  t o  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a r t i c l e s  c o n t r o l ­
le d  by i t  and in  e v e ry  such case  th e  consumer [h a d ]  c o n t r i b u t e d  th e  
p e n a l t y  t h e  s t a t e  c o l l e c t e d .
The p re v io u s  l i n e s  o f  a rg u m e n ta t io n  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  
C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c .  The fo l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  
t r e a t ,  f i r s t ,  C o l q u i t t ' s  use o f  ev id en c e  and ,  s eco n d ,  h i s  use  o f  motive  
a p p e a l s .
In examining C o l q u i t t ' s  use o f  e v id en c e  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be 
focused  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  methods by which t h e  Texan used s u p p o r t i n g  
m a t e r i a l  and e v id en c e  t o  c l a r i f y  h i s  i d e a s  and t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
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arguments .  Before  d i s c u s s i n g  th e  ways C o l q u i t t  used h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  
m a t e r i a l ,  a b r i e f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i l l  be made o f  1) t h e  forms o f  e v i ­
dence used and 2) t h e  amount o f  e v id e n c e  used .
The forms o f  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  c i t e d  by Monroe and Ehninger  in
113t h e i r  book P r i n c i p l e s  and Types o f  Speech seem p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p ro ­
p r i a t e  f o r  C o l q u i t t ' s  p e r s u a s i v e  r h e t o r i c .  They d i s c u s s  seven forms o f  
ve rba l  s u p p o r t  which may be used to  c l a r i f y  a p o i n t  o r  t o  prove  an a r g u ­
ment. This  l i s t  i n c l u d e s  1) e x p l a n a t i o n , ^  2) a n a l o g y 3) i l l u s t r a -
+  1 1 6  VI \  • 4 -  1 1 7  ^  4-  4 - -  4 . -  1 1 8  C \  +  4 - '  1 1 9  Jt i o n ,  4) s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e ,  5) s t a t i s t i c s ,  6) t e s t i m o n y ,  and
1131 Alan H. Monroe and Douglas E h n in g e r ,  P r i n c i p l e s  and Types o f  
Speech (6 th  e d . ,  Glenview, I l l i n o i s :  P r e n t i c e - H a l 1 ,  i n c . ,  1962 ) ,  p. 157.
^ 4An e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  d e s ig n e d  " to  make a t e rm ,  c o n c e p t ,  p r o c e s s ,  
o r  idea  c l e a r  and i n t e l l i g i b l e .  I t  may a l s o  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n  
between a whole and i t s  p a r t s . "  See Monroe and E h n in g e r ,  p.  157.
115 An ana logy  i s  a ty p e  o f  compar ison  where " s i m i l a r i t i e s  a r e  
p o in te d  o u t  between something  which i s  a l r e a d y  known, u n d e r s to o d ,  o r  
b e l i e v e d  by t h e  a u d ien c e  and som eth ing  which i s  n o t . "  See Monroe and 
Ehn inger ,  p. 159. Some r h e t o r i c i a n s  b reak  down t h e  ana logy  i n t o  sub­
c a t e g o r i e s .  A " l i t e r a l  ana logy  compares o b j e c t s  o r  e v e n t s  in  t h e  same 
c l a s s  [w h i l e ]  . . . t h e  f i g u r a t i v e  a n a lo g y  l i n k s  o b j e c t s  in  w id e ly  d i f ­
f e r e n t  f i e l d s . "  See G i le s  W ilkerson  Gray and Waldo W. Braden ,  P ub ! ic  
Speaking:  P r i n c i p l e s  and P r a c t i c e s  (2nd e d . , New York: Harper  and Row, 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1963) ,  p. 307.
116 "An i l l u s t r a t i o n  i s  a d e t a i l e d  example.  . . .  I t  i s  t h e  
n a r r a t i o n  o f  an i n c i d e n t  to  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  p o i n t  you a r e  t r y i n g  to  
make. . . . There a r e  two ty p e s  o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n s :  h y p o t h e t i c a l  and
f a c t u a l . "  See Monroe and E h n in g e r ,  pp. 161-62.
117 "A s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e  i s  an undeveloped i l l u s t r a t i o n  o r  exam­
p l e .  I n s t e a d  o f  d e s c r i b i n g  a s i t u a t i o n  in  d e t a i l ,  you m ere ly  r e f e r  t o  
i t  p o i n t e d l y  and s u c c i n c t l y ,  in  p a s s in g "  See Monroe and E hn inge r ,  p. 
164.
118 " S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f i g u r e s  used to  show r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among 
t h i n g s ;  to  p o i n t  o u t  i n c r e a s e s  o r  d e c r e a s e s ,  t o  emphasize  l a r g e n e s s  o r  
s m a l l n e s s ,  o r  t o  show how one phenomenon a f f e c t s  a n o t h e r . "  See Monroe 
and E hn inger ,  p. 166.
119A s p e a k e r  uses  t e s t im o n y  when he " c i t e s  v e rb a t im  th e  o p in io n
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1207) r e s t a t e m e n t .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p re c ed in g  ty p e s  o f  s u p p o r t ,  an
121e i g h t h  c a t e g o r y  o f  s u p p o r t ,  th e  l i t e r a r y  q u o t a t i o n ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
C o l q u i t t ' s  r h e t o r i c .
A s tu d y  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  d e m o n s t ra t ed  t h a t  he used a l l  o f  
t h e  forms o f  s u p p o r t  c i t e d  above e x c e p t  t h e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  
More s p e c i f i c a l l y  an ex am in a t io n  o f  e i g h t  major  a d d r e s s e s  and f i f t e e n  
speech  e x c e r p t s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he used s e v e n t y - f o u r  groups  o f  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
s i x t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h i r t y - o n e  examples o f  t e s t im o n y  o r  quo­
t a t i o n s  from a u t h o r i t y ,  tw en ty - tw o  l i t e r a l  a n a l o g i e s ,  s ev e n te en  f a c t u a l  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  tw e lve  l i t e r a r y  q u o t a t i o n s ,  t e n  r e s t a t e m e n t s ,  s i x  f i g u r a ­
t i v e  a n a l o g i e s ,  and f o u r  e x p l a n a t i o n s .  Although p o l i t i c a l  communication
has sometimes been i n d i c t e d  because  o f  a l a ck  o f  " f a c t s  and a rg u -  
122ments ,"  i t  would a p p e a r  t h a t  C o l q u i t t ' s  r h e t o r i c  shou ld  no t  be so
c h a rg ed .  This  i s  n o t  t o  say  t h a t  he s u b s t a n t i a t e d  ev e ry  argument w i th
e v id e n c e .  I t  d o e s ,  however,  s u g g e s t  t h a t  he was aware o f  t h e  added
123w e igh t  t h a t  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  gave to  h i s  c l a i m s .
o p i n io n s  o r  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  o t h e r s . "  See Monroe and Eh n in g e r ,  p. 169. 
However, some uses  o f  t e s t im o n y  in v o lv e  i n d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n s .
120 R es ta tem en t  i s  a form o f  s u p p o r t  which "g a in s  i t s  s t r e n g t h  
from t h e  power o f  r e p e t i t i o n  to  c l a r i f y  o r  t o  p e r s u a d e . "  See Monroe 
and E h n in g e r ,  p. 171.
121 Examples o f  l i t e r a r y  q u o t a t i o n s  a r e  e x c e r p t s  from poems, 
p l a y s ,  n o v e l s ,  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  o r  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .
122 James H. McBath and Walton R. F i s h e r ,  " P e r s u a s io n  in P r e s i ­
d e n t i a l  Campaign Communicat ion,"  Q u a r t e r l y  Jo u rn a l  o f  Speech . LV 
( F e b r u a r y ,  1969) 17.
123 In h i s  P a l e s t i n e  Speech C o l q u i t t ' s  dogged i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  
h i s  p o l i t i c a l  opponents  f u r n i s h  him e v id en c e  o f  th e  c h a rg es  a g a i n s t  
him i n d i c a t e d  h i s  r e s p e c t  f o r  e v id en c e  and would s u g g e s t  t h a t  he con­
s i d e r e d  i t  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  an argument.  The v a s t  amount o f  e v i ­
dence t h a t  C o l q u i t t  g a t h e r e d  in p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a speech  p o i n t s  to  
t h i s  same c o n c l u s i o n .
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By f a r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  e v id en c e  which C o l q u i t t  used in h i s
speeches  was aimed a t  d e v e lo p in g  h i s  a rgum ents .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  he used
s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  t o  c l a r i f y  a p o i n t  o r  a m p l i fy  an i d e a .
Accord ing to  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  e v id en c e  C o l q u i t t  showed a d i s t i n c t
p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  s t a t i s t i c s .  His speeches  abound w i th  d e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s .
This  e x t e n s i v e  use o f  s t a t i s t i c s  caused  one o f  h i s  c o n te m p o ra r i e s  to
l a b e l  him "a w izard  when i t  came to  m a r s h a l l i n g  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  which
caugh t  t h e  e a r s  o r  t h e  minds o f  t h e  masses o f  democrats  in  t h e  r u r a l
124re g io n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "
C o l q u i t t  used s t a t i s t i c s  t o  c o r r o b o r a t e  a number o f  c l a i m s .
Three o f  h i s  arguments  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s  a b i l i t y  and v e r s a t i l i t y  
when u t i l i z i n g  f i g u r e s  as a form o f  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l .
In h i s  1910 W ich i ta  F a l l s  Speech he advanced th e  f o l l o w i n g  
argument:
The u n f a i r n e s s  o f  ou r  p r e s e n t  t a x i n g  laws and t a x i n g  system i s  
m a n i f e s t .  The p l a t f o r m  o f  t h e  d e m o cr a t i c  p a r t y  adop ted  in  1906, 
demanded t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p ro v id e  f o r  t h e  f u l l  r e n d i t i o n  o f  a l l  
p r o p e r t y  f o r  t a x a t i o n ,  and a b i l l  l o o k in g  t o  t h i s  and was e n a c t e d .  
Linder t h i s  law t a x  v a lu e s  have g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  and t h e  amount o f  
t a x e s  pa id  upon th e  same p r o p e r t y  h a s ,  as a r u l e ,  been i n c r e a s e d .
In p rov ing  t h i s  arugment  C o l q u i t t  combined s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  w i th  s p e ­
c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s .  He s a i d :  "I  have s e l e c t e d  a number o f  c o u n t i e s  in
d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  a d j o i n i n g  each o t h e r ,  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  
g en e ra l  i n c r e a s e  o f  t a x e s  on l a n d s  and t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  v a l u a t i o n s  
s t i l l  e x i s t i n g  under  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' f u l l  r e n d i t i o n  law,  . . . 111 
C o l q u i t t  then  c i t e d  t e n  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  accompanied by s t a t i s t i c a l  
d a t a ,  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  c l a im .  A t y p i c a l  example f o l l o w s :
1 2 4 F i t z g e r a l d ,  p. 30.
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1906. Cherokee c o u n ty ,  v a l u a t i o n ,  $ 2 ,5 0 0 ,3 8 6 ;  t a x  r a t e  39 c e n t s ;  
amount ,  $ 9 ,5 0 1 .4 7 ;  1908, v a l u a t i o n ,  $ 4 ,6 6 2 ,2 7 5 ;  t a x  r a t e ,  22.91 
c e n t s ;  amount,  $ 1 0 ,6 8 1 .2 7 ;  i n c r e a s e ,  $ 1 ,1 7 9 .8 0 .
C o l q u i t t  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  " f u l l  r e n d i t i o n  law" had " r e s u l t e d  in an 
enormous i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  t a x e s  on th e  land  h o ld e r s  o f  th e  S t a t e . "
C o l q u i t t  ag a in  used s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  in h i s  1912 Sherman Speech 
t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  ve to  o f  p o r t i o n s  o f  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l  f o r  t h e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  o f  Texas .  C o l q u i t t  s a i d  t h a t  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e  i tem which he ve toed
t h e  b i l l  " c a r r i e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  pu rposes  o f
125any b i l l  e v e r  e n a c t e d  in [ t h e ]  S t a t e  . . . ."  To s u p p o r t  t h i s  s t a t e ­
ment C o l q u i t t  l i s t e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  approved by gove rno rs  
d u r in g  t h e  p a s t  tw e lve  y e a r s .  His e v id en c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  th e  fo l l o w i n g  
d a t a .
S a y e r s '  l a s t  te rm  ( 1 9 0 1 - 3 ) .......................................... $265 ,000 .00
Lanham's f i r s t  te rm ( 1 9 0 3 - 5 ) ...................................... 346 ,013 .32
Lanham's second te rm (1905-7)  ................................. 240 ,500 .00
C am p b e l l ' s  f i r s t  te rm ( 1 9 0 7 - 9 ) ................................. 310 ,500 .00
C am p b e l l ' s  second te rm (1909-11 ) ............................  590 ,000 .00
C o l q u i t t ' s  f i r s t  te rm (1911-13) ............................  6 6 8 ,4 5 5 .00126
The s t a t i s t i c s  d e m o n s t ra t ed  t h a t  he approved a d e c i d e d l y  l a r g e r  amount 
o f  money than  any o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .
A t h i r d  example o f  t h e  use  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  came in  t h e  form o f  
r e f u t a t i o n  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p r o h i b i t i o n  opponents  who charged  t h a t  l i q u o r  
l e d  t o  i n s a n i t y  and c r im e .  C o l q u i t t  p o in t e d  ou t  t h e  f a l l a c i e s  o f  t h i s  
ty p e  o f  c au sa l  r e a s o n in g  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  number o f  pe rsons  in  s t a t e  
in s a n e  asylums from dry  c o u n t i e s ,  p a r t i a l l y  d ry  c o u n t i e s ,  and wet coun­
t i e s .  His c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  d a t a  fo l l o w s :
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech. 
126 Sherman Speech.
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Number Inmates  In sane  Asylum a t  A u s t in :
Dry C o u n t i e s ,  584
P a r t i a l l y  Dry C o u n t i e s ,  570
Wet C o u n t i e s .  381
1535
Number Inmates  Insane  Asylum a t  San A nton io :  
Dry C o u n t i e s ,  407
P a r t i a l l y  Dry C o u n t i e s ,  202
Wet C o u n t i e s .  607
2206
Number Inmates  Insane  Asylum a t  T e r r e l l :
Dry C o u n t i e s ,  1566
P a r t i a l l y  Dry C o u n t i e s ,  427
Wet C o u n t i e s .  213
2206'
In d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made by h i s  opponents  t h a t  n i n e t y  p e r  
c e n t  o f  th e  inmantes  in p r i s o n  a r e  t h e r e  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  
t r a f f i c  C o l q u i t t  c o u n te r e d  by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  "A t o t a l  o f  5111 con­
v i c t s  were s e n t  t o  t h e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  1906 to  1910
i n c l u s i v e ,  and o f  t h i s  number 43% were from th e  t o t a l l y  d ry  c o u n t i e s ,
12722% from t h e  p a r t i a l l y  d ry  c o u n t i e s ,  and 35% from t h e  wet c o u n t i e s .
The use  o f  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  appeared  t o  th e  C o l q u i t t ' s  second 
most p r e f e r r e d  type  o f  e v id e n c e .  These u n d e t a i l e d  examples were em­
ployed p r i m a r i l y  f o r  p rov ing  s t a t e m e n t s .  In t h e  1906 campaign one o f  
th e  a t t a c k s  made by C o l q u i t t ' s  opponents  was t h a t  i f  he in t e n d e d  t o  be 
a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e rn o r ,  he shou ld  r e s i g n  as  R a i l ro a d  Commissioner.  To 
answer  t h i s  condemnation C o l q u i t t  r e s o r t e d  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e c e d e n t s .  He 
asked "have d e m o cra t i c  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  o f f i c e  been in  t h e  h a b i t  o f  r e ­
s ig n i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  in  c a s e  th e y  become a s p i r a n t s  f o r  h i g h e r  p o s i -
128t i o n s  o r  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n ? "  C o l q u i t t  then  proceeded  to  l i s t  t h e
127 P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
128U n id e n t i f i e d  newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  June 14, 1906, C o lq u i t t
Scrapbook, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives .
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s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s .
Governor Hogg was a t r u e  democrat  and a t r u e  man. He was a man 
who r e s p e c t e d  d e m o cr a t i c  d o c t r i n e  and d e m o cra t i c  p r a c t i c e .  Governor 
Hogg was a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  when he ran f o r  g o v e rn o r  f o r  th e  f i r s t  
t ime  and he d id  n o t  r e s i g n .  . . .
C h ar le s  A. Culberson  was a t t o r n e y  g enera l  when he f i r s t  ran f o r  
g o v e r n o r ,  and he d id  n o t  r e s i g n  when he became a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  
g o v e r n o r h s ip .  . . .
John H. Reagan, my i l l u s t r i o u s  p r e d e c e s s o r  in t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  commission,  was a c a n d i d a t e  a g a i n s t  Mr. C u lb e r so n ,  bu t  he 
d id  n o t  r e s i g n  in  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  can v as s .
Joseph  D. Sayers  was a congressman when he was nominated f o r  
g o v e rn o r ,  and he d id  n o t  r e s i g n  h i s  c o n g r e s s io n a l  o f f i c e  u n t i l  abou t
t h e  t ime he took t h e  o a th  o f  o f f i c e  as gov e rn o r .
S. W. T. Lanham was a congressman when he was a c a n d i d a t e  f o r
t h e  nom ina t ion  [a s  g o v e r n o r ]  and he d id  no t  r e s i g n  u n t i l  abou t  t h e
t im e  he took  t h e  oa th  o f  o f f i c e  as g overno r .
Oran M. R ober ts  was c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o f  th e  supreme c o u r t  when he 
was nomina ted  f o r  g o v e rn o r  and he d id  n o t  r e s i g n .
L. J .  S t o r e y ,  cha irman o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  commission,  in  1900 was 
a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n  w i th  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  and he d id  no t  
r e s i g n  and noboby asked  him to  r e s i g n ,  and he i s  aga in  a c a n d i d a t e  
f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n ,  and y e t  t h e  men who a re  c a l l i n g  upon Judge Brooks 
and me t o  r e s i g n  do n o t  i n v i t e  Commissioner S to r e y  to  s t e p  down 
and o u t .
Why i s  i t  . . . t h a t  t h e s e  c r i t i c s  o f  ou rs  i n s i s t  upon a p p ly in g  
t o  Judge  Brooks and to  me a s t a n d  s e v e r e r  and more r i g o r o u s  than 
t h a t  which was a p p l i e d  t o  Hogg and Culberson  and R ober ts  and Reagan 
and which th e y  even now ap p ly  t o  my a s s o c i a t e ,  Commissioner S to r ey ?
From t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  C o l q u i t t  i n d u c t i v e l y  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  a sk in g  a p o l i ­
t i c i a n  t o  r e s i g n  f o r  one o f f i c e  was incongruous  w i th  t h e  a c t i o n  o f
129former  Texas c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  o f f i c e .
On a n o t h e r  o c c a s io n  C o l q u i t t  employed s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  h i s  e t h o s  and to  s t i m u l a t e  h i s  a u d ien c e .  In h i s  New Ulm 
Speech ,  which i s  p a r t i a l l y  a speech  o f  p r a i s e ,  one o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  o b j e c ­
t i v e s  was t o  im press  upon h i s  a u d ien c e  th e  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n s  o f  t h e  German peo p le  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Texas.  To accomplish  t h i s  
end C o l q u i t t ,  f i r s t ,  c i t e d  t w e n t y - f i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  by name who had made
129 U n id e n t i f i e d  newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  June 14, 1906, C o lq u i t t
Scrapbook, C o lq u i t t  P apers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  t h e  s t a t e .  A t y p i c a l  example would be h i s  
comments on Hon. Gus Maetze whom he c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  "a man o f  f i n e  
a t t a i n m e n t s ,  a t e a c h e r  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  and i t  was from him t h a t  many o f  
t h e  young men o f  A us t in  county  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n  and t r a i n i n g . "  
In d i s c u s s i n g  th e  p r e s e n t  ach ievem ents  o f  t h e  Texas German, C o l q u i t t  
no ted  f o u r t e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  and t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  s o c i a l ,  e co ­
nomic,  and p o l i t i c a l  well  be ing  o f  th e  s t a t e .  He then  lam en ted  t h a t  i t  
was " im p o s s ib l e  . . .  t o  mention a l l  t h  th e  German-Americans who have o r
a re  now shap ing  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  and who form t h e  a c t i v e  f o r c e s
130in o u r  p o l i t i c a l ,  b u s i n e s s ,  and s o c i a l  l i f e . "
The t h i r d  form o f  ev id en ce  u t i l i z e d  by C o l q u i t t  was t h a t  o f  
t e s t im o n y  o r  q u o t a t i o n  from a u t h o r i t y .  This  t e c h n i q u e  was used p r i ­
m a r i l y  to  g iv e  added s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  a rg u m en ts .
131Some o f  th e  so u rc e s  C o l q u i t t  quo ted  were John C. Calhoun,
132Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  0.  M. R o b e r t s ,  Governor  o f  Texas from 1879 to  
1331833, Sam Houston , C h ar le s  A. C u lb e r so n ,  Joseph  Weldon B a i l e y ,
134 135John Wesley,  Tyerman, Mrs. B a l l i n g t o n  Booth,  t h e  A n t i - d i s c r i m -
1^6 137i n a t i o n  Act o f  1889, ° d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Texas Surpeme C o u r t ,  th e
^ N e w  Ulm Speech.
131 San Saba Speech.
132 Honey Grove Speech.
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
134 P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
135 Sherman Speech.
^ W i c h i t a  F a l l s  Speech.
137McKinney Speech.
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138S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  General  Rules o f  t h e  M e th o d i s t  Church,  t h e
e n t i r e  Chap te r  5 o f  th e  M e th o d i s t  D i s c i p l i n e ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e
U ni ted  S t a t e s ,  t h e  C o m t r o l l e r ' s  R epor t  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1906 and 1908,
I n t e r  S t a t e  Commerce Commission,  "an a s s o c i a t e d  p r e s s  d i s p a t c h , "  a Texas
139newspaper ,  Governor Hooper o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  and C o l q u i t t ' s  own 
s p e e c h e s . ^
For th e  most p a r t  C o l q u i t t  documented o r  p a r t i a l l y  documented
h i s  so u rc e s  when q u o t in g  them. For example h i s  q u o t a t i o n  from Calhoun
141came from h i s  e s s a y  " D i s q u i s i t i o n  on Government,"  h i s  s t a t i s t i c s  on
p r o h i b i t i o n  and mental  i l l n e s s  came from th e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  S t a t e
Asylums, one o f  h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  on tem perance  came from Rule 28 o f  t h e
gen e ra l  r u l e s  o f  t h e  M e th o d i s t  Church, one o f  h i s  q u o t a t i o n s  came from
John W es ley 's  e s s a y  "on P r i m i t i v e  P h y s ic s "  and a n o t h e r  from Tyerman's
142L i fe  and Times o f  Wesley. O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t ' s  docum enta t ion
was n o t  as com ple te .  In h i s  San Saba Speech he quo ted  " a g r e a t  h i s -  
143t o r i  an ."  At Sherman he r e f e r r e d  to  Mrs. B a l l i n g t o n  Booth as "one 
o f  t h e  r e a l l y  g r e a t  women in  t h e  c o u n t r y  . . . When q u o t in g  famous
Texans such as Sam Houston , and C h a r le s  A. Culberson  i t  was n e c e s s a r y
138 San Saba Speech ,  W ich i ta  F a l l s  Speech ,  Sherman Speech ,  and 
Honey Grove Speech.
139 P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
140 San Saba Speech ,  W ich i ta  F a l l s  Speech , Sherman Speech ,  and 
Honey Grove Speech.
^ S a n  Saba Speech.





t o  g iv e  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as th e y  were known by even t h e  lo w e s t  
c i t i z e n .
The m a j o r i t y  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  s t a t e m e n t s  from e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s
were d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n s .  He r a r e l y  p a r a p h r a s e d .  The l e n g t h  o f  h i s
quoted  m a t e r i a l  ran from one l i n e  p h r a s e s  such as J e f f e r s o n  c a l l i n g
" f o r  a ' d i f f u s i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  and a r r a ig n m e n t  o f  a l l  abuses  a t  t h e
145b a r  o f  p u b l i c  r e a s o n , ' "  t o  a one and o n e - h a l f  page s i n g l e  spaced  
typed  re sp o n se  by Sam Houston to  a group which asked  him t o  ad v o ca te
1 df i
p r o h i b i t i o n  laws in 1853.
A f o u r t h  type  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  found in  C o l q u i t t ' s  
speeches  was t h e  ana lo g y .  He used bo th  th e  l i t e r a l  and f i g u r a t i v e  
a na logy  f o r  p rov ing  s t a t e m e n t s  and em phas iz ing  i d e a s .
The l i t e r a l  ana logy  was f r e q u e n t l y  employed by C o l q u i t t  to  
s t r e s s  t h e  p e r s u a s i v e n e s s  o f  an a rgument.  In h i s  San Saba Speech 
C o l q u i t t  vo iced  a s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  co n ce p t  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  and 
re fe rendum .  To im press  h i s  a u d ien c e  o f  t h e  dan g e rs  posed by i n i t i a t i v e  
and re fe rendum  t o  th e  co n cep t  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  C o l q u i t t  a n a l ­
o g iz ed :
When we d r i f t  away from t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  gov­
ernment we w i l l  c u t  l o o s e  from t h e  moorings  o f  o u r  s a f e t y  and d r i f t  
l i k e  t h e  A then ians  d id  when c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  government was g iven  to  
t h e  man who cou ld  sway th e  crowd w i th  h i s  e lo q u en ce  and s e t  t h e i r  
f e e l i n g s  on edge and f i r e  t h e i r  p a s s i o n s ,  and in  such a moment un­
make and make governments .  There  can be no s t a b i l i t y ,  peace  o r  
p r o s p e r i t y  under  such a r u l e - - i t  is- t h e  r u l e  o f  th e  mob in  i t s  
p a s s io n  and f u r y  n o t  th e  government o f  r e a so n  and j u d g e m e n t . ^ 7
145 Honey Grove Speech.
146 P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
147 San Saba Speech.
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In r e f u t i n g  t h e  argument  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  would i n c r e a s e  school a t t e n ­
dance C o l q u i t t  combined s t a t i s t i c s  w i th  a l i t e r a l  a n a lo g y .  He s t a t e d :
C o n te n t io n  i s  made by p r o h i b i t i o n  campaign o r a t o r s  t h a t  p r o h i b i ­
t i o n  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  in  t h e  s c h o o l s .  The r e c o rd s  o f  
th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  s t a t e s ,  by com par ison ,  do n o t  s u p p o r t  t h i s  c o n te n ­
t i o n .  The l a t e s t  s t a t i s t i c  show th e  fo l l o w i n g  by compar ison :  
T e n n e sse e ,  a p r o h i b i t i o n  s t a t e ,  shows s c h o l a s t i c  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
766 ,849 ,  and 47 .46  p e r  c e n t  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l .  Oklahoma, p r o h i b i t i o n  
w i th  515 ,4 8 8 ,  s c h o l a s t i c  p o p u l a t i o n  44 .82  p e r  c e n t  a t t e n d e d  s ch o o l .  
G e o rg ia ,  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  w i th  735,471 s c h o l a s t i c  p o p u l a t i o n ,  48 .64  
pe r  c e n t  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l .  . . . Now w i th  t h e s e  s t a t e s  compare 
Texas ,  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n ,  w i th  a s c h o l a s t i c  p o p u la t i o n  o f  949 ,006 ,  
61 .63  p e r  c e n t  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l
C o l q u i t t  used  th e  f i g u r a t i v e  ana logy  l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y ,  bu t  in  a 
s eem ing ly  e f f e c t i v e  manner.  In one speech he s t a t e d  t h a t  "A man op­
posed t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  who f a v o r s  subm iss ion  i s  a good deal l i k e  s e t t i n g
a house on f i r e  j u s t  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  i f  you can pu t  th e  
149f i r e  o u t . "  On a n o t h e r  o c c a s io n  he s a i d :
The q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  hour  i s  w he ther  a man i s  going t o  be a man o r  
n o t ;  s h a l l  he s t a n d  up l i k e  a g i a n t  oak o f  t h e  f o r e s t  and t r y  a l l  
i s s u e s  from h i s  knowledge o f  them and t r y  t o  t h e  abuses  o f  t h e  day 
a t  t h e  b a r  o f  r e a son  and judgement?  Or w i l l  he be d r iv e n  l i k e  c h a f f  
b e f o r e  t h e  changing  winds o f  s e n t i m e n t  o r  o f  p a s s io n ?  By g e n t l e ­
ness  and p e r s u a s i o n  you can i n f l u e n c e  men, bu t  you can n o t  d r i v e  
t h e m .150
C o l q u i t t  d id  n o t  use t h e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  in  any o f  
h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  bu t  he r e l i e d  on t h e  f a c t u a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  to  some d eg ree .  
This  form o f  s u p p o r t  was p r i m a r i l y  d e s ig n e d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  aud ience  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  a c t i o n s  were j u s t i f i a b l e  o r  to  c o r r o b o r a t e  
an argument.
148
P a l e s t i n e  Speech.
149
San Saba Speech.
150 Honey Grove Speech.
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In a speech  d e l i v e r e d  a t  McGregor, Texas ,  in  1912, t h e  use  o f  
th e  f a c t u a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  in  d e fe n d in g  h i s  pa rdon ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s ,  w i th  
d ec id ed  emot iona l  o v e r t o n e s ,  t i n g e d  w ith  e lem en ts  o f  a con tem porary  soap 
o p e r a ,  he r e l a t e d  t h r e e  c a se  h i s t o r i e s  which had m o t iv a te d  h i s  a c t i o n  in 
t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  p r i s o n  in m a te s .  One s t o r y  f o l l o w s :
One day l a s t  summer an o ld  b l i n d  f a t h e r  and mother  came i n t o  my 
o f f i c e .  I asked  them to  s i t  down and t e l l  me ab o u t  t h e i r  t r o u b l e .  
They d id  s o ,  and I took  th e  p ape rs  from t h e i r  hands and went over  
them and found t h a t  t h e i r  on ly  son was s e r v i n g  a tw o -y e a r  s e n t e n c e  
in t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  f o r  b u r g l a r y .  The papers  in  t h e  case  showed 
t h a t  he had been le d  a s t r a y  and i n t o  t h e  commission o f  t h e  crime by 
an o l d e r  pe rson  who had p re v io u s  e x p e r i e n c e  in  b u r g l a r i z i n g .  When 
th e y  were a r r e s t e d  and a r r a i g n e d  t h e  o l d e r  pe rson  who had le d  him 
i n t o  t h e  t r o u b l e  t u r n e d  S t a t e ' s  e v id en c e  and on h i s  t e s t im o n y  th e  
younger  man was c o n v i c t e d  and " r a i l r o a d e d "  o f f  t o  p r i s o n .  He had 
n o t  s e r v e d  q u i t e  one h a l f  o f  h i s  t e rm ,  bu t  he had a good p r i s o n  
r e c o r d  and th e  o ld  b l i n d  f a t h e r  and mother were a p p e a l in g  t o  me f o r  
h i s  l i b e r a t i o n .  I s a i d  t o  them, " I f  t h e  boy w i l l  p romise  me n o t  to  
v i o l a t e  t h e  law a g a in  d u r in g  t h e  unserved  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  s e n t e n c e ,  
and w i l l  r e t u r n  to  you and l a b o r  and work f o r  a l i v i n g  f o r  you ,  I 
w i l l  g r a n t  him a pardon on t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s , "  and he w ro te  me he 
would a c c e p t  t h e  t e r m s ,  and I g r a n t e d  him a c o n d i t i o n a l  pardon and 
s e n t  him home to  t h e  o ld  b l i n d  f a t h e r  and m o th e r ,  and gave th e  
young f e l l o w  a second chance  in  l i f e ,  and he i s  making g o o d J ^ l
Another  example o f  t h e  use  o f  f a c t u a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  was found in
C o l q u i t t ' s  Sherman Speech. While d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e c a l l  o f
p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  C o l q u i t t  reminded h i s  au d ien ce  t h a t  th e  sys tem had
been r e j e c t e d  by t h e  found ing  f a t h e r s .
Washington, F r a n k l i n ,  Madison,  H am il ton ,  and o t h e r  fo u n d e rs  and 
f a t h e r s  o f  o u r  government and C o n s t i t u t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  i t ,  d i s c u s s e d  
i t  and r e j e c t e d  i t .  They had b e f o r e  them t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o t h e r  
n a t i o n s  and p r o f i t e d  by i t .  Governor Randolph o f  V i r g i n i a ,  when he 
o f f e r e d  h i s  recommendations in  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v en t io n  t h a t  
met a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  1787 in c lu d e d  in  them p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  th e  
r e c a l l  o f  Congressmen. But when t h e  c l a u s e  and t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  i t  
were passed  upon, i t  was r e j e c t e d  unan im ous ly ,  e v e ry  one o f  t h e  
S t a t e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in t h e  c onven t ion  v o t in g  a g a i n s t  i t ,  and vo te  o f
151 B u l l e t i n ,  C o lq u i t t  H eadquar te rs ,  Ju ly  2, 1912, Campaign of
1912, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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t h e  d e l e g a t e s  was unanimous ,  as i s  d i s c l o s e d  by t h e  minutes  o f  t he
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n . ! ^
L i t e r a r y  q u o t a t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  s i x t h  t ype  o f  s u p p o r t i n g
m a t e r i a l  used by C o l q u i t t .  These were e x t r e m e l y  s h o r t  q u o t a t i o n s  o f
n o t  more t han  f o u r  l i n e s .  They were used p r i m a r i l y  t o  s t r e s s  a p o i n t
o r  t o  g ive  C o l q u i t t ' s  l anguage  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s .
Twelve q u o t a t i o n s  were g a r n e re d  by a s u r v ey  o f  e i g h t  comple te
s peeches  and f i f t e e n  speech e x c e r p t s .  Seven o f  t h e  twe lve  q u o t a t i o n s
were r e l i g i o u s  in n a t u r e ,  w i t h  t h r e e  coming from t he  B i b l e , t h r e e  from
153hymns, and one from an u n i d e n t i f i e d  s o u r c e ;  two o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  q uo ta -
154t i o n s  were from Shakespea re  and Alexande r  Pope;  two q u o t a t i o n s ,  from
155u n i d e n t i f i e d  s o u rc e s  had t o  do w i t h  p o l i t i c s ;  and one was a r e g i o n a l
156q u o t a t i o n  which C o l q u i t t  adop ted  f o r  a West Texas au d i en c e .
The use o f  r e s t a t e m e n t  as  a form o f  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  was
c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  in C o l q u i t t ' s  a d d r e s s e s .  The example o f  t h e  Te xa n ' s
p h i l o s op hy  o f  " l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t "  was o f t e n  r e p e a t e d ,  no t  on l y  in  t he  
157same s pe e c h ,  b u t  from speech t o  speech in each o f  h i s  t h r e e  cam­
p a i gn s .  He f i r s t  ment ioned h i s  c o nce p t  o f  " l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t "  in  1905,
152 Sherman Speech.
153 P a l e s t i n e  Speech,  McKinney Speech ,  New Ulm Speech,  Wichi t a  
F a l l s  Speech,  and Sherman Speech.
154Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech and Sherman Speech.
155 Haskel l  Speech and Sherman Speech.
^ H a s k e l l  Speech.
157 C o l q u i t t  emphasized l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t  t wi ce  in h i s  McKinney 
Speech ,  twi ce  in h i s  Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech,  and t w i c e  in h i s  Sherman 
Speech.
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he r e p e a t e d  i t  in h i s  Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech in 1910,  he vo iced  t h e  same
s e n t i m e n t s  in h i s  Sherman Speech in 1912.  Between h i s  opening  speech
a t  McKinney t h rough  h i s  c l o s i n g  speech a t  T e r r e l l  C o l q u i t t  c o n s t a n t l y
r e - e mp ha s i ze d  t h a t  Texas shou ld  " t a k e  a r e s t  from a d d i t i o n a l  new and
u n t r i e d  laws and l e g i s l a t i v e  t h e o r i e s  o f  governmental  i n t e r f e r e n c e  wi t h
158d e t a i l e d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  c i t i z e n  in h i s  b u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s . "
E x p l a na t i o n  was t he  l e a s t  used form o f  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  in
C o l q u i t t ' s  sp ee ch es .  His use o f  t h i s  d ev i ce  was main ly  t o  p r e p a r e  h i s
a ud i enc e  f o r  arguments  he i n t en d ed  t o  deve lop  l a t e r  in h i s  s peech .  For
example ,  in h i s  San Saba Speech he e x p l a i n e d  t h e  concep t  o f  " a b s o l u t e
government , "  l a b e l i n g  i t
one-man power,  o r  t h e  power o f  t he  m a j o r i t y ,  u n r e s t r a i n e d  by t h e  
m i n o r i t y .  I t  i s  government  d espo t i sm.  The p r i n c i p l e  o f  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l  government  i s  compromise;  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a b s o l u t e  gove r n ­
ment i s  f o r c e J 5 9
Thi s  i n f o r m a t i o n  p re pa red  h i s  aud i ence  f o r  an argument  on t h e  danger s  o f  
i n i t i a t i v e  and re fe rendum.
Having c o n s i d e r e d  t he  image t h a t  C o l q u i t t  conveyed t o  h i s  a u d i ­
ences  in Chap t e r  5 and h i s  l o g i c a l  a rguments  in t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a t t e n t i o n  
w i l l  now be d i r e c t e d  t o  h i s  use o f  mot ive  a p p e a l s .  Taking i n t o  a c c ou n t
Gray and B r a d e n ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  " v a r i o u s  m o t i v e s ,  o r  i mp u l s i on s  t o
i
a c t i o n ,  r a r e l y  s t a n d  a lone  . . . ," C o l q u i t t ' s  use  o f  mot ive  ap­
p e a l s  w i l l  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  c a t e g o r i e s .  Thi s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n ­
c l u d es  a p p ea l s  t o  1) contempt  o r  d i s g u s t ,  2) f e a r ,  3) b e n e f i t  o r  s a t i s -
158 " I f  I Were Governor"  Speech,  Wich i t a  F a l l s  Speech ,  Sherman 
Speech,  San Saba Speech,  New Ulm Speech,  and 1911 I naugura l  Address .
159 San Saba Speech.
^ G r a y  and Braden, p. 163.
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f a c t i o n  t o  o t h e r s ,  and 4) p r i d e .
Contempt o r  d i s g u s t  were t he  a p p e a l s  most  f r e q u e n t l y  used by 
C o l q u i t t .  P r i m a r i l y ,  he used t h i s  d ev i ce  t o  evoke a ud i enc e  contempt  f o r  
1 ) t he  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r i s o n e r s  and 2 ) t he  t a c t i c s  t h a t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
opponent s  used a g a i n s t  him.
C o l q u i t t ' s  method o f  s t i r r i n g  up contempt  in  h i s  a u d i e nc e  r e s t e d  
on t h e  use  o f  v i s u a l  as wel l  as  ve rba l  s u p p o r t .  In t h e  1910 campaign he 
i n t r o d u c e d  a r h e t o r i c a l  d e v i c e  which was t o  become a t r ademar k  o f  h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c .  The d e v i ce  which C o l q u i t t  used was a whip o r  t h e  
b a t ,  which was f r e q u e n t l y  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r s '  backs .  Thi s  i n s t r u ­
ment o f  pun i s hmen t ,  v a r i o u s l y  c a l l e d  by t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t he  " b a t , "  t he  
"whip, "  "Old B i l l y  H e l l , "  and t h e  "Yellow H e i f e r , "  was a s t r a p  o f  t h r e e  
p l i e s  o f  cowhide a p p r o x i ma t e l y  t h r e e  i nches  wide and f i v e  f e e t  long and 
was a t t a c h e d  t o  a heavy wooden h an d l e .  One man, u s i ng  both  hands ,
l a sh e d  t h e  c o n v i c t  who was s e c u r e l y  t i e d  o r  h e ld  s p r e a d - e a g l e d  on t he
1 fil
f l o o r  by o t h e r  i nma tes .
In h i s  use  o f  t he  whip C o l q u i t t  employed t h a t  form o f  p r o o f
162which A r i s t o t l e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as i n a r t i s t i c  in t h a t
At a c e r t a i n  s e n t e n c e  in  h i s  s e t  s p e e c h ,  a henchman s i t t i n g  in  t he
f r o n t  row would hand up a b l o o d s t a i n e d  l e a t h e r  t u g .  With t h i s  
r e p l i c a  o f  t h e  b a t  used f o r  whipping p r i s o n e r s ,  C o l q u i t t  would 
s to rm up and down t he  p l a t f o r m  f o r  h a l f  an h o u r J 63
Da l l a s  Morning News, March 9 ,  1940,  and March 11,  1940.
162 See Lane Cooper ,  t r a n s . ,  The R h e t o r i c  o f  A r i s t o t l e :  an 
Expanede T r a n s l a t i o n  wi th  Supplementary  Examples f o r  S t u d e n t s  o f  Com­
p o s i t i o n  and P u b l i c  Speaking (New York: A p p l e t o n - C e n t u r y - C r o f t s , I n c . , 
1932) ,  p.  8 .
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, March 9 ,  1940.
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He used t h i s  t e c h n i q u e  on many o c ca s i o n s  c o up l i n g  wi t h  i t  ve rba l  
r emarks .  He made p a r t i c u l a r l y  good u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a t  in  h i s  1921 
campaign,  c h a r g i ng  t h a t  h i s  opponent  Judge Wi l l i am F. Ramsey and 
Ramsey's  c h i e f  s u p p o r t e r  Char l e s  Campbell  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s  use .  
During a speech a t  Brenham, Texas ,  in 1912 C o l q u i t t  produced a b a t  and 
d e c l a r e d :
Thi s  b a t  was one used a t  t h e  H u n t s v i l l e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  d u r i n g  t he  
l a s t  y e a r  o f  my p r e d e c e s s o r ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and b e f o r e  t h e  L e g i s ­
l a t i v e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  Committee made i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ;  i t  was r e ­
f e r r e d  t o  as t he  " ye l low h e i f e r . "  I t  i s  t h r e e - p l y  o f  l e a t h e r  sewn 
t o g e t h e r ,  abou t  f o u r  f e e t  long and w i l l  c u t  t h e  l i f e ' s  f l o o d  a t  
e ve r y  l i c k .  I d o n ' t  know why t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  t h e  "ye l low h e i f e r "  
u n l e s s  i t  i s  t h a t  i t  t ook  most  o f  a y e l l o w  h e i f e r ' s  h ide  t o  make i t .  
I have a n o t h e r  one o f  t h e s e  b a t s  in t h e  G ov er no r ' s  o f f i c e  a t  Aus t in  
which was used in  p u n i s h i n g  c o n v i c t s  a t  t he  s awmi l l .  The c o n v i c t  
s e r g e a n t  who used i t  wr o t e  on one s i d e  o f  i t  i n  p l a i n  l e t t e r s  t he  
name by which i t  was known. He c a l l e d  i t  "Old B i l l y  H e l l , "  and i t  
i s  t h e  b a t  wi t h  which c o n v i c t s  were whipped a t  t he  sawmil l  where t h e  
c r o s s - t i e s  were c u t  t h a t  went  i n t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t h a t  Ramsey and 
Campbell  b u i l t J 6 4
On a n o t h e r  o c ca s i on  C o l q u i t t  t o l d  h i s  a ud i enc e  t h a t  h i s  opponent  w i l l ­
f u l l y  a l l owed  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r i s o n e r s  t o  c o n t i n u e .  He s t a t e d :
Ramsey was chai rman o f  t h e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  Board from 1907 u n t i l  
Campbell  t r a n s f e r r e d  him t o  t he  Cour t  o f  Cr iminal  Appeals  and he 
had t h e  power d u r i n g  a l l  t h a t  t ime t o  make r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  
w i t h o u t  r e s t r a i n t .  He cou l d  have i s s u e d  an o r d e r  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  b a t  
and s t r i p e s ,  s t o p p i n g  gambl ing on Sundays and o t h e r  r e f o r m s ,  b u t  he 
s a n c t i o n e d  and p e r m i t t e d  them,  i n s t e a d ,  a t  a t ime  when he had ab so ­
l u t e  power t o  s t o p  them a l l
The emot iona l  impact  wrought  by t h e  b a t  was t r emendous .  The 
Wich i t a  Da i ly  Times d e s c r i b e d  a s pea k i ng  s i t u a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  i t s  usage :
When Gov. 0.  B. C o l q u i t t  s tood  b e f o r e  a Sherman a ud i en ce  today  
wi t h  a " bu l l  whip" in  h i s  hand which measured seven f e e t  in l e n g t h ,  
was e i g h t  i n c he s  wide and c o n s i s t e d  t o  t h r e e  t h i c k n e s s e s  o f  h a r n e s s  
l e a t h e r  sewed t o g e t h e r  wi t h  f l a x  t h r e a d  o f  many s t r a n d s ,  w i t h  s p o t s
164B u l l e t i n ,  C o l q u i t t  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  May 31,  1912,  Campaign o f  
1912,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u ly  14 ,  1912.
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o f  human blood from t h e  hand l e  t o  t h e  t i p  o f  i t  and asked  h i s
h e a r e r s  i f  t h e y  t h o u g h t  he had done wrong in c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e
e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  form o f  puni shment  in t h e  s t a t e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  and 
on t he  c o n v i c t  farms o f  Texas ,  t h e r e  were loud c r i e s  o f  "No, no , "
and t h e r e  were t e a r s  in t h e  eyes  o f  h i s  a u d i e nc e .  . . .
The b u l l  whip was pa ss ed  th r ough  t h e  a ud ien c e  by Col .  R. E. 
Smi th ,  who i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  Governor^ and such words as "shame" and 
" s c a n d a l "  were f r e q u e n t l y  h e a r d J 60
The campaign t a c t i c s  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  enemies  p ro v i d e d  C o l q u i t t  
wi th  a n o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  evoking  an a t t i t u d e  o f  contempt  in h i s  
aud i en c es  f o r  h i s  o p p o n e n t ' s  s t r a t e g i e s .  Through t h e  use o f  d i s p a r a g i n g  
l anguage  aimed a t  h i s  o p p o n en t s ,  C o l q u i t t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  conv ince  h i s  l i s ­
t e n e r s  t o  look upon h i s  p o l i t i c a l  enemies  w i t h  d i s t a s t e ,  u s i ng  p h r a s e s
1 6 7
such as "most  d e s p e r a t e  gang o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  in T ex a s , "  "an infamous
168s l a n d e r  and f a l s e h o o d , "  and " c h i c a n e r y  and t r e a c h e r y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
169m a n i p u l a t o r s . "  In t h e  1912 campaign Ramsey and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  were 
f r e q u e n t  t a r g e t s  f o r  C o l q u i t t .  A t y p i c a l  a t t a c k  f o l l o w s :
They know t he y  a r e  d e f e a t e d .  They a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  r e s o r t  t o  
any methods in  a h o p e l e s s  e f f o r t  t o  win.  I have r e c e i v e d  n o t i c e  
t h a t  tomorrow t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  Ramsey w i l l  send t e l e g r a m s  a l l  ove r  
North Texas ,  s ay i ng  t h a t  negroes  and Mexicans a r e  be ing  vo ted  in 
squads  in South Texas .  The purpose  o f  s e nd i ng  t h e s e  t e l e g r a m s  i s  t o  
c r e a t e  a f a l s e  i mp r e s s i o n  and t o  a r ou s e  p r e j u d i c e  in  North 
T e x a s .170
Ramsey was n o t  t h e  o n l y  opponent  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  a t t a c k e d .  In h i s  
f i r s t  campaign he made an e f f o r t  t o  s t i r  up contempt  f o r  f o r mer  Governor
S. W. T. Lanham, who was s u p p o r t i n g  one o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  opp on en t s .  Said  
C o l q u i t t :
^ Wichi t a  Da i l y  Ti mes , Apr i l  28 ,  1912.  
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  27,  1912. 
^ A u s t i n  S t a t e s m a n , June 7,  1912. 
^ B e l t o n  Speech.
^ D a l l a s  Morning News, J u l y  27,  1912.
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I Know, and Judge Bel l  knows,  and t h e  Co n f e de r a t e  v e t e r a n s  o f  Texas 
know, t h a t  when t h e  smoke o f  b a t t l e  c l e a r e d  and t h e  war c l o s e d ,  t h i s  
same S. W. T. Lanham, t h e  man who Judge Bel l  says  i s  " t he  p u r e s t  
and n o b l e s t  man t h a t  e v e r  l i v e d  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  Te xa s , "  came t o  
Texas and d i d  wh a t ,  my f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s .  . . .  I t  i s  . . .  a f a c t  
t h a t  . . . Lanham, soon a f t e r  t h e  war ,  when t h e  negro p o l i c e  were 
p a t r o l l i n g  t h i s  s t a t e  unde r  c a r p e t  bag r u l e ,  a c c e p t e d  from t he  
Republ i can  g o v e r n o r ,  E. J .  Dav i s ,  an appo i n t men t  as  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r ­
ney t o  p r o s e c u t e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  peop le  who were then  be ing  opp r e s sed  
in  t h e i r  weakness ,  p l u n d e r ed  in t h e i r  p o v e r t y  and mocked a t  t h e i r  
c a l a m i t y  by Davis  and h i s  c o n t e m p t i b l e  c a r p e t b a g g e r s .  (Applause)  
Lanham no t  o n l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  appo i n t men t  from Dav i s ,  bu t  he a l s o  
f i l e d  w i t h  Davis  a t  t h e  same t ime h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  s i gn ed  in b l a n k ,  
so t h a t  i f  Davis d id  no t  l i k e  t he  way Lanham was p r o s e c u t i n g  Confed­
e r a t e  s o l d i e r s  and t h e  s o u t h e r n  p e o p l e ,  he (Davis )  cou ld  f i l l  ou t  
t h e  d a t e  l e f t  b l ank  and f i r e  Lanham w i t h o u t  n o t i c e .  ( A p p l a u s e ) ' ^
Thi s  t a c t i c  undoub t ed l y  a pp ea l e d  t o  C o l q u i t t ’s a u d i e nc e .
The second mot ive  appeal  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  r h e t o r i c
was t h a t  o f  b e n e f i t s  o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  t o  o t h e r s .  As i t  i s  w i t h  p o l i t i ­
c i a n s ,  C o l q u i t t  was most  anx ious  t o  g e n e r a t e  a f e e l i n g  in h i s  a u d i t o r s  
o f  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  h e lp  a l l  f a c t i o n s  o f  t he  s t a t e .  Thus ,  he proposed
measures  and reminded h i s  l i s t e n e r s  o f  many t h i n g s  t h a t  should  be done
172or  had been done t o  b e n e f i t  Texans.
The f i r s t  group t h a t  C o l q u i t t  showed c o n s i d e r a b l e  concern  f o r  
was inmates  in t h e  s t a t e  p e n i t e n t i a r y .  A f t e r  r e l a t i n g  t he  many accom­
p l i s hm e n t s  made in p r i s o n  r e f o r m ,  he conc luded  h i s  remarks  wi t h  t h i s
a p p e a l .
I implore  t h e  Throne o f  Mercy t h a t  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  people  may no t  
be hardened  by p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e ,  and t h e r e b y  induced  t o  t u r n  away 
from t h e  humane and e n l i g h t e n e d  e f f o r t s  we have been making t o  
b e t t e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  p r i s o n  l i f e  in  Texas .
^ B e l  ton Speech.
172 McKinney Speech, Wichi ta F a l l s  Speech, and Sherman Speech.
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In a d d i t i o n  t o  e nco ur ag i ng  humane t r e a t m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o n v i c t s  
C o l q u i t t  made a p p ea l s  f o r  t h e  pa rdon i ng  o f  some p r i s o n e r s .  He s a i d :
Chas t i s emen t  w i t h o u t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  pardon and f o r g i v e n e s s  d i s ­
c ourages  and d e g r a d e s ;  p r e v e n t i o n  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  pu n i s hme n t ,  b u t  
j u s t i c e  does no t  exc l ude  mercy.  Hope o f  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  provokes  
e f f o r t ,  and t h e r e  a r e  hundreds  o f  c o n v i c t s  in t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  who 
a r e  t oday  b e t t e r  behaved men because  t h e y  have been i n s p i r e d  wi th  
f a i t h  in  t he  improved c o n d i t i o n s .  " F a i t h  i s  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  
t h i n g s  hoped f o r ,  t he  e v i den ce  o f  t h i n g s  n o t  s e e n . "  The s t r o n g e s t  
i n c e n t i v e  t o  f a i t h  i s  t h e  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  t h e  s ympat h i es  o f  t h e  human 
soul  t o  one in d i s t r e s s  and t r o u b l e . 173
A second group which C o l q u i t t  sough t  t o  he lp  was t h e  C on f ed e r a t e
174s o l d i e r s .  He made an e l o q u e n t  p l e d g e ,  a l b e i t ,  somewhat m y t h - l a d e n ,
175t o  " p r o t e c t  t h e  C on fe de r a t e  s o l d i e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  g a l e s  o f  n e c e s s i t y . "
C o l q u i t t  c o n t i n ue d  h i s  emot iona l  a p p ea l .
These o l d  h e r oes  a r e  f a s t  p a s s i n g  away. In t h e i r  d e c l i n i n g  y e a r s  
many o f  them need t he  h e lp  o f  t he  l o v i n g  d e s c e nd an t s  o f  t h o s e  who 
have a l r e a d y  "passed  o ve r  t h e  r i v e r . "  I f  I am c a l l e d  t o  t h e  d i s ­
char ge  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  Governor ,  I s h a l l  do what  I 
can in  a p r o p e r  way t o  make t h e  d e c l i n i n g  y e a r s  o f  t h o s e  who need 
t h e  p u b l i c  bounty  easy  and p l e a s a n t .  I t  i s  t h e  du ty  o f  t h e  younger  
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  South in  making an e f f o r t  t o  c a r e  f o r  them t o  
bestow t h e  generous  c a r e  a d u t i f u l  son would devo t e  t o  h i s  f a t h e r — 
no t  pen ur i o u s  and n i g g a r d l y ,  bu t  generous  and a f f e c t i o n a t e J 76
A t h i r d  t ype  o f  appeal  found in C o l q u i t t ' s  r h e t o r i c  was a f e a r  
a p p e a l .  In C o l q u i t t ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  and r e fe rendum 
and p r o h i b i t i o n  posed s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t s  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  and 
" l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t , "  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Hence,  he a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n s t i l l  in h i s  
a u d i en c es  a f e a r  o f  t h e  danger s  o f  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t s .
173 Sherman Speech.
174 See Waldo W. Braden,  R h e t o r i c  o f  t h e  P e o p l e , ed.  Harold  
B a r r e t t  (Amsterdam: Rodopi N. V. ,  1974) ,  pp.  282-87.
^ B e l t o n  Speech.
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By f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  dange r  t o  t h e  people  o f  Texas was t h a t  which
would r e s u l t  i f  t h e  s t a t e  embraced i n i t i a t i v e  and r e fe rendum.  Labe l ing
t h i s  new t r e n d  in government  " i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a b s o l u t i s m s — t h e  despo t i sm o f
one man power , "  he denounced
i t  as  a cr ime a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p eo p l e ;  
a cr ime a g a i n s t  t h e  Democrat ic  d o c t r i n e  o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ;  
an a t t e m p t  t o  s t e a l  away t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  people  t o  
a c t  t h r ough  t h e i r  chosen members o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  amend t h e i r  
o r g a n i c  law i n  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  way and c o n f e r  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  upon 
a mere p l u r a l i t y  o f  t he  v o t e r s  o f  a s i n g l e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t .  Such 
c ou rs e  i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y . 177
He f u r t h e r  a rgued  t h a t
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s a f e g u a r d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  
ougth no t  t o  be pu t  in  j e o p a r d y  and endangered  by t he  mere f o r c e  o f  
m a j o r i t i e s ,  bu t  t h a t  unde r  ou r  form o f  government  t he  p e o p l e ' s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  shou l d  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i r e c t  from t h e  
people  o f  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  and no t  under  re fe rendum from t h e  s t a t e  
a t  l a r g e J 7 8
F i n a l l y ,  he con t ended  t h a t  h i s  g r e a t e s t  f e a r  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  and 
r e fe rendum was t h a t  i t  cou ld  c o m pl e t e l y  r e p l a c e  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .
He q u e s t i o n e d :
I f  t h e  r u l e  o f  a b s o l u t i s m  i s  t o  be t h e  r u l e  o f  a c t i o n  in t h e  f u t u r e ,  
why have r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  a l l ?  I f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  i s  r i g h t ,  as i t  
i s  con tended  f o r  in Texas now, why would i t  no t  be r i g h t  in t he  
n a t i o n ?  In t h a t  c a s e  t he  peop le  o f  New York cou ld  o u t v o t e  t he  peo­
p l e  o f  Texas and i n s t r u c t  ou r  S e n a t o r s  and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in 
Congress  how t o  v o t e  upon a l l  p u b l i c  q u e s t i o n .  That  would be t he  
same as e l e c t i n g  a l l  Congressmen from t h e  n a t i o n  a t  l a r g e  and not  
from t h e  S t a t e s  and by d i s t r i c t s .  But i t  i s  no worse t han  i s  p r o ­
posed f o r  t h e  government  and c o n t r o l  o f  a f f a i r s  o f  t h i s  S t a t e .  I f  
t h e  d o c t r i n e  i s  t oo  a p p l y ,  w h a t ' s  t he  use  o f  having R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
d i s t r i c t s  in  t h i s  S t a t e ?  Why no t  vo t e  on them ove r  t h e  S t a t e  a t  
l a r g e ?  Why n o t  e l e c t  them a l l  from one county  or  from one s e c t i o n ?  
The d o c t r i n e  i s  f a l l a c i o u s  and d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  ever y  l o c a l  r i g h t  
v ou ch - s a f ed  by c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t J 79
177 San Saba Speech.
178 Honey Grove Speech.
179 San Saba Speech.
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One o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  e n v i s i o n e d  f e a r s  would be as  t he  r e s u l t  o f  t he  
submiss ion  o f  a p r o h i b i t i o n  amendment was t h a t  i t  would r e s u l t  in p o l ­
i t i c a l  s t r i f e .  He no t ed :
In t he  b e g i n n i n g ,  I s a i d  t h a t  we would be r e v i l e d  and v i c i o u s l y  
a s s a i l e d  as  e m i s s a r i e s  o f  e v i l  d u r i n g  t h i s  [ p r o h i b i t i o n ]  campaign 
because  o f  ou r  o p i n i o n s ,  and t he y  have r e v i l e d  us wi th  e ve r y  s l u r  
t h e y  cou ld  c o n j u r e  up. . . . Abuse and v i n i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  c h i e f  
s t o c k  and t r a d e  in t h e  argument  o f  t h e  a dv o ca t e s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n — 
t he y  can s ee  no good,  no h one s t y  o f  purpose  o r  o f  c o n v i c t i o n  in 
t h o s e  who d i f f e r  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  views on t he  q u e s t i o n .  I t  
has always been so in such campaigns .  Bleed ing  s o r e s  a r e  made t h a t  
t ime on l y  w i l l  heal '— j u s t  because  o f  and f o r  o p i n i o n ' s  s a k e — f o r  
c o n s c i e n ce  s a k e ,  many w i l l  s u f f e r  calumny and p e r s e c u t i o n .  And t h a t  
p e r s e c u t i o n  i s  most  b i t t e r  when i n s t i g a t e d  by r e l i g i o u s  f r e n z y  o r  
moral  z e a l .
A more menacing f e a r  was t h a t  t h e  pas sage  o f  such an amendment
would l e ad  t o  m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  and t y r a n n y .  He argued t h a t  i f  t he
p r o h i b i t i o n  amendment pass ed  " Ci v i l  l i b e r t y  [would]  g ive  way t o  m i l i t a r y
de sp o t i sm t o  appease  f a n a t i c i s m  on [ t h e ]  s u b j e c t .  He then  q u e s t i o n e d :
I s  t h e  cr ime o f  t a k i n g  a d r i n k  as a beverage  so bad as t o  j u s t i f y  
such t y r a n ny ?  Is  a l l  c i v i l  l i b e r t y  and human r i g h t s  t o  f a l l  p r o s ­
t r a t e  and be t r a mp l e d  under  f o o t  in t h i s  way? Can our  r i g h t s  o f  
l o c a l  s e l f  government  in due and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  form be made t o  g ive  
way t o  f r e n z i e d  f a n a t i c i s m .  . . . Sha l l  our  c o n s t i t u t i o n  become a 
d i s h r a g  f o r  t h e  c o n v en i e n t  use  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e s p o t s  l e a d i n g  a popu­
l a r  c l a m o r ? ^
Appeal t o  p r i d e  was a f o u r t h  d ev i ce  which C o l q u i t t  used t o  
evoke emot ions .  He used t h i s  d ev i ce  in t h r e e  ways.
F i r s t ,  he d i r e c t e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i d e  he f e l t  
f o r  be ing  a member o f  a f a m i l y  which c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War. He 
d e c l a r e d :
I am t h e  son o f  a Co n fe de r a t e  s o l d i e r .  My f a t h e r  and h i s  b r o t h ­
e r s  and a l l  t h e i r  kin devoted  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  and t h e i r  
s a c r e d  honor  t o  t h a t  s a c r e d  caus e .  The blood o f  t he  C o l q u i t t  f ami l y  
has wet  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War from Ge t t y sbu r g  t o  F l o r i da .  
T h e i r  dev o t i o n  and s a c r i f i c e  a r e  t o  me a s a r c e d  t r u s t ,  a ho ly  memory.
1 O f )
P a l e s t i n e  Speech .
225
Moving from h i s  f e e l i n g s  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y ,  he e x p r e s s e d  h i s  p r i d e  f o r  a l l  
Co nf e de r a t e  s o l d i e r s ,  i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  shou ld  f e e l  t h e  same 
way. He s t a t e d ,  "God f o r b i d  t h a t  I ,  l i k e  some o t h e r  men I might  men­
t i o n ,  shou ld  e v e r  be found making t h e  he ro i sm o f  our  f a t h e r s  a s u b j e c t  
o f  b a r t e r  and s a l e  in a p o l i t i c a l  campaign.  (Renewed a p p l a u s e  and 
c h e e r s .
In a n o t h e r  speech C o l q u i t t  appea l ed  t o  p r i d e  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  
one o f  Texas '  g r e a t e s t  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  l a t e  James S. Hogg. He 
commented:
The mant l e  o f  Jim Hogg i s  a s a c r e d  h e r i t a g e .  I want  t h e  peop le  o f  
t h i s  be loved s t a t e  t o  p r e s e r v e  i t  in i t s  e n t i t y .  I want  i t  l e f t  
hanging where t h e  peop le  can s ee  i t  in a l l  i t s  g l o r y  and where coming 
g e n e r a t i o n s  w i l l  d r i n k  t h e  courage  and i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  man who 
wore i t .  ( C h e e r s . ) ^ 2
C o l q u i t t  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  awaken p r i d e  in t e rms  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l
i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  a u d i en ce .  In t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  a speech d e l i v e r e d  in
H a s k e l l ,  a West Texas town,  h i s  p r a i s e  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  o f  t h a t  s e c t i o n
o f  Texas seeming ly  would have s t i r r e d  up a s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  o f  p r i d e .
C o l q u i t t  s a i d ,  " the  m a t c h l e s s  p e r s e r v e r a n c e  o f  t h e  people  o f  t h e
West m e r i t s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a d m i r a t i o n .  A s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  a few
y e a r s  ago c o n s i d e r e d  a was t e  w i t h o u t  w a t e r ,  you a r e  going t o  make i t  a
1 O O
garden o f  p r o s p e r i t y  and p l e n t y . "
Another  t i m e ,  s pea k i ng  t o  a German a u d i e n c e ,  he used a s i m i l a r  
t e c h n i q u e .  He con tended :
181
Bel ton  Speech.
^ Times Herald [ D a l l a s ,  Texas] ,  J u ly  21 , 1906.
^ H a s k e l l  Speech.
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The German c o l o n i s t s  and t h e i r  d e s c en dan t s  were fo r emos t  in t he  
e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  our  c o u n t r y ' s  deve lopment ;  t hey  were p i o n e e r s  and 
pushed f u r t h e s t  i n t o  t he  h e a r t  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  and w i l d s  o f  t h e  un­
c i v i l i z e d  c o u n t r y ,  b r i n g i n g  i t  under  c u l t i v a t i o n  and dev e l op i n g  t h e  
a r i g c u l t u r a l , mechanical  and i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s .
Throughout  our  common c ou n t r y  today  we f i n d  Germans in a l l  t he  
l e a r n e d  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  and German s c i e n t i s t s  have c o n t r i b u t e d  much 
toward i n t e l l e c t u a l  and economic development  in  t he  Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  
In eve r y  S t a t e ,  c i t y ,  town and v i l l a g e  we meet  men o f  p re -eminence  
in  a l l  t h e  walks  o f  l i f e  who a r e  o f  German d e s c e n t ,  so t h a t  i t  can 
t r u l y  be s a i d  t h a t  t he  German c o l o n i s t s  and t h e i r  d e s c e nd a n t s  have 
done t h e i r  f u l l  d u t y ,  a long  wi t h  t he  d e sc en d an t s  o f  o t h e r s  o f  t he  
e a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  in t h e  development  o f  our  g r e a t  Union o f  S t a t e s .  
They a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  impetus  t hey  have 
g iven t o  music and t he  o t h e r  a r t s  and s c i e n c e s ,  and t he  f i n e  c r i t ­
i c a l  t a s t e  o f  Americans f o r  music i s  l a r g e l y  due t o  t he  G e r m a n s J 84
Thus ,  i t  can be conc luded  t h a t  a l t ho u g h  C o l q u i t t  d i d  n o t  use 
mot ive  a p p ea l s  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  he a p p a r e n t l y  was aware o f  t h e i r  impact  on 
an a u d i e nc e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  h i s  a pp ea l s  t o  contempt  o r  d i s g u s t ,  f e a r ,  ben­
e f i t  o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  o t h e r s ,  and p r i d e  seemingly  gave added s i g n i f i ­
cance  t o  h i s  t o t a l  p e r s u a s i v e  e f f o r t s .
A f i n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  which should  be t aken  i n t o  accoun t  in a 
s t u d y  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  speeches  i s  t he  o v e r a l l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
o f  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  e f f o r t s .  There  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  which can be 
u t i l i z e d  in e v a l u a t i n g  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p e r s u a s i o n .
The f i r s t  and most  obvious  index o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s
was t h e  immediate r e s p o n s e .  C o l q u i t t  was u s u a l l y  warmly welcomed in
t h e  c i t i e s  and towns where he spoke.  When he appea red  a t  t he  podium
185he was g r e e t e d  by p ro longed  c h e e r i n g  and o f t e n  a s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n .  
During t he  d e l i v e r y  o f  t he  speech C o l q u i t t  was f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e r r u p t e d
^ N e w  Ulm Speech.
185 See numerous newspaper  accoun t s  in Da l l a s  Morning News, 
Fo r t  Worth S t a r - T e l e g r a m ,  Houston Dai ly  P o s t ,  Apr i l  t h rough  J u l y ,  
1906,  1910,  1912.
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by " Ch ee r s , "  "App laus e , "  "renewed a p p l a u s e s  and c h e e r s , "  and "Pro longed 
„186a p p l au s e .
In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  immediate f eedback  from t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  
C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  can be gauged somewhat by t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  
p r e s s .  The p r e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  h i s  p e r s u a s i v e  endeavor  as  "a
m a s t e r l y  e f f o r t .  The views o f  a s t a t e s ma n  on t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  o f
187 188t h e  day ,  c l e a r l y  and b o l d l y  e x p r e s s e d , "  " g r e a t  s p e e c h e s , "  and h i s
speech "was d e l i v e r e d  in a most  e f f e c t u a l  manner and w i t h  a n a t u r a l
b race  t h a t  bespoke t he  r e a l  o r a t o r . "
I t  would be exp ec te d  t h a t  t he  newspapers  which s up p o r t e d  
C o l q u i t t  would be kind t o  him. However,  he o c c a s i o n a l l y  won p r a i s e  
from a l e s s  b i a s e d  s ou r c e .  The Wich i t a  Da i l y  Times [ Wi c h i t a  F a l l s ,  
T e x a s ] ,  wh i l e  a d m i t t i n g  i t  was "no t  s u p p o r t i n g  Mr. C o l q u i t t , "  r e p o r t e d  
as f o l l o w s :
No m a t t e r  t o  what  degree  we may d i f f e r  wi t h  Cand i da t e  C o l q u i t t  
in h i s  a t t i t u d e  on t h e  l e a d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  day ,  and no m a t t e r  
how h i s  o p i n i o n s  may c r o s s  ours  in t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  same q ue s ­
t i o n ,  i t  c anno t  be den ied  t h a t  h i s  speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  Wich i t a  
F a l l s  today  p l a c e s  him f a i r l y  and s q u a r e l y  on r e c o r d  on e v e r y  i s s u e .  
With e q u i v o c a t i o n  and w i t h o u t  dodg ing ,  he c o n s t r u c t s  h i s  p l a t f o r m  
and s t a n d s  on i t  f i r m l y  wi th  both f e e t .  . . .  In g e n e r a l ,  t he  
whole t e n o r  o f  Mr. C o l q u i t t ' s  remarks  i s  p l e a s i n g  and can no t  f a i l  t o  
meet  wi t h  f a v o r .  The speech shows c a r e f u l  t h o u g h t  and in i t  a r e  
r e f l e c t e d  t h e  many and v a r i e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  a long and u se f u l  
p u b l i c  s e r v i c e . ^ 9
A second index o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  was d em o n s t r a t ed  by 
h i s  a u d i e n c e s .  Most o f  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  s p ea k i ng  s i t u a -
^ B e l t o n  Speech.
I  0 7
Dai l y  Ga z e t t e  [McKinney,  T e x a s ] ,  May 13,  1906.
188Texas News [Kountze ,  T e x a s ] ,  C o l q u i t t  Sc rapbook,  Campaign 
o f  1910,  C o l q u i t t  P a pe r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  A us t in  A rc h iv e s .
18Q
Wichita Daily Times [Wichita  F a l l s ,  T exas ] ,  March 17, 1910.
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t i o n s  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  "There  were f u l l y  2000 people
crowded in t he  ope ra  house and as many on t h e  o u t s i d e  s t a n d i n g  n e a r  t he
doorways and windows t h a t  might  h e a r .  Many were t u r n e d  away because
190t h e y  were unab le  t o  g e t  w i t h i n  h e a r i n g  d i s t a n c e . "  Many t imes  an
aud ien ce  has t o  b rave  a r a i n  s t o rm o r  some o t h e r  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  in
191o r d e r  t o  h e a r  C o l q u i t t  speak .  On one o c c a s i o n  "Very few l e f t  b e f o r e
t h e  s peak i ng  was o v e r ,  which was r emarkab le  owing t o  t h e  h e a t  and t he
crowd packed l i k e  s a r d i n e s  ove r  eve r y  inch o f  space  in t he  l a r g e  h a l l
192which [was]  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  in  t h e  s t a t e . "
An e xami na t i on  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o p u l a r i t y  as  a s p e a k e r  p rov i de d  a 
t h i r d  index  t o  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  e x p e r t i s e .  He was c o n s t a n t l y  sough t  as a 
s p e a k e r .  To a r e q u e s t  s e e k i n g  C o l q u i t t  as a s p e a k e r  on Labor Day, 
September  6 ,  1909,  C o l q u i t t  r e s po nd ed ,  " I  am r e c e i v i n g  so many i n v i t a ­
t i o n s  t o  make speeches  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  a c c e p t  more than 
198
one ou t  o f  t e n . "
C o l q u i t t  was no t  o n l y  sough t  a f t e r  as  a s p ea k e r  d u r i n g  h i s  own
campaigns b u t  a l s o  when g o v e rno r .  In Augus t ,  1914,  C o l q u i t t  wr o t e  h i s
d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  t h a t  he had "made some t w e n t y - f i v e  t o  t h i r t y  s peeches
f o r  Mr. [ James]  Ferguson in t h e  campaign f o r  t h e  Democrat ic  nomina t ion  
194f o r  Governor . "  Somewhat l a t e r ,  in 1926 C o l q u i t t  a l s o  campaigned
190
Houston Da i l y  P o s t , J u l y  14,  1912.
191
F o r t  Worth S t a r - T e l e g r a m ,  May 14,  1912,  and Houston Da i ly  
P o s t , May 21,  1910.
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Cleburne  [Texas ]  Da i l y  E n t e r p i r s e , J u l y  1,  1910.
193 L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  Shannon,  August  2 ,  1909,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  Ar c h i v e s .
194 L e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  to  Mrs. Sidney B. C o l q u i t t ,  August 19,
1914, C o lq u i t t  Papers ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Texas a t  Austin  Archives.
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195f o r  Dan Moody. Fu r th e r mo re ,  he was e x t r e m e l y  a c t i v e  in t h e  p r o h i b i -
195t i o n  campaign o f  1911.
In a d d i t i o n  t o  s pea k i ng  engagements ,  C o l q u i t t  was i n v i t e d  o u t  o f
s t a t e  s e v e r a l  o c ca s i o n s  t o  speak .  In 1915 he spoke a t  t h e  Hippodrome in 
197New York C i t y .  At t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Oklahoma
C o n s t u t i t i o n a l  Conven t ion ,  Wi l l i am " A l f a l f a  B i l l "  Murray,  whom C o l q u i t t
had d e f e a t e d  f o r  t h e  Texas S t a t e  Se na te  in 1892,  C o l q u i t t  d e l i v e r e d  one
198o f  t he  major  a d d r e s s e s  a t  t h e  c o n v en t i o n .
A f i f t h  index  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  s pea k i ng  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  was an
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  l e c t u r e  c i r c u i t .  On J u l y  15,  1911 he r e c e i v e d
t h e  f o l l o wi n g  l e t t e r :
I am w r i t i n g  you r e l a t i v e  t o  t e rms  and d a t e s  f o r  l e c t u r e  work 
in Nebraska and t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  and in 
a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  f o r  some y e a r s  in  t he  f u t u r e .  . . .
I want  y ou r  b e s t  t e rms  f o r  as much o f  y o u r  t ime  as  you can 
devo te  t o  t he  l e c t u r e  p l a t f o r m  between September  1,  1911,  and 
September  1,  1912,  and a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  in  t h e  
f u t u r e .  . . .
I am s u r e  you have a message wor th  w h i l e  f o r  t h e  peop le  t h r o u g h ­
o ut  t h e  c o u n t r y .  As we come n e a r e r  t o  t h e  g r e a t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  con­
t e s t  o f  1912,  y ou r  message w i l l  i n c r e a s e  in  i t s  i n t e r e s t  and impor­
t a n c e .  And wi th  men o f  y o u r  t y p e ,  we can m a i n t a i n  t h e  high s t a n d a r d  
o f  t h e  Lyceum p l a t f o r m  s e t  f o r  i t  by t h a t  p r i n c e  o f  l e c t u r e  man­
a g e r s ,  Major James B. Pond,  when he s a i d :  "The lyceum p l a t f o r m
s t a n d s  f o r  a b i l i t y ,  g e n i u s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e fo rm and e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  On 
i t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e a d e r s ,  o r a t o r s  and t h i n k e r s  have s t o o d .  On i t  
r e form has found h e r  n o b l e s t  a d v o c a t e s ,  l i t e r a t u r e  h e r  f i n e s t  e x ­
p r e s s i o n ,  p r o g r e s s  h e r  b r a v e s t  p l e a d e r s ,  and humor i t s  h a p p i e s t  
t r a n s l a t i o n s .  Some o f  t h e  most  g i f t e d ,  most  h i g h l y - e d u c a t e d ,  and 
w a r me s t - h e a r t e d  men and women o f  t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  r ac e  have in
195
L e t t e r  from Moody t o  C o l q u i t t ,  May 5 and June 5,  1926,  
C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Au s t in  A rc h i ve s .
196
Aus t in  S t a t e s m a n , J u l y  20,  21,  1910.
197
New York Ti mes , Fe brua ry  22,  1915.
198 Kei th L. B r y an t ,  J r . ,  A l f a l f a  B i l l  Murray (Norman, Oklahoma: 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1968) ,  p.  75. See Also D a l l a s  Morning 
News, December 15,  1906.
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t h e  l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  g iven t h e i r  b e s t  e f f o r t s  t o  t he  lyceum,  and by 
t h e i r  nob l e  u t t e r a n c e s  have made i t s  p l a t f o r m  no t  only  h i s t o r i c ,  bu t  
symbol i c  o f  t a l e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  g e n i u s ,  and r e f o r m . " ^
The v o t e  g a t h e r i n g  a b i l i t y  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  r h e t o r i c  i s  p ro b ab l y  
t h e  most  r e v e a l i n g  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  s p ea k e r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  In s p i t e  o f  
h i s  d e f e a t  in  1 9 0 6 , ^  h i s  s pea k i ng  p l ayed  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  in  a l l  
t h r e e  o f  h i s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaigns .  Thi s  c o n c l u s i o n  can be s u b s t a n ­
t i a t e d  in two ways.
F i r s t ,  numerous l e t t e r s  s t r e s s e d  t he  i mpor t ance  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  
spee ches  in f a v o r a b l y  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  v o t e  in p a r t i c u l a r  c o u n t i e s .  
Typ i ca l  o f  t h e  many l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  t o  C o l q u i t t  a r e  t h o s e  which f o l l ow :
Your speech  a t  F a r m e r s v i l l e  was f a v o r a b l y  r e c e i v e d .  Seve ra l  
p a r t i e s  t o l d  me a f t e r  t h e  speech t h a t  you ga ined  many v o t e s .  The 
p e op l e  r e s p e c t  a man who i s  t r u e  t o  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s  and i s  no t  
a f r a i d  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m . 201
The f i e l d  in  t h e s e  p a r t s  i s  "whi t e  unto  h a r v e s t "  f o r  you ,  and 
a f o r c i b l e  speech  a long  t h e  l i n e s  t h a t  you d e l i v e r e d  a t  Wich i t a  
F a l l s  y e s t e r d a y  would be t h e  means o f  t u r n i n g  q u i t e  a number o f  
s u p p o r t e r s  i n t o  y o u r  c a m p . 202
We a r e  ve ry  anx ious  t h a t  you r e c e i v e  a p l u r a l i t y  in ou r  County in 
J u l y  and f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  i f  you can make a speech he re  t h a t  we w i l l  
c a r r y  by s e v e r a l  v o t e s . 203
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L e t t e r  from McBrien t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J u l y  16,  1911,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
' ^ E v e n  though C o l q u i t t  was no t  e l e c t e d ,  t h e  1906 campaign had 
a d e c i d e d  impact  on h i s  two l a t e r  campaigns .  See Times H e r a l d ,
August  2 ,  1906.
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L e t t e r  from Graves t o  C o l q u i t t ,  J u l y  23,  1906,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
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L e t t e r  from Smith t o  C o l q u i t t ,  March 18,  1910,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
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L e t t e r  from Bourn t o  C o l q u i t t ,  March 23,  1910,  C o l q u i t t  
P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h iv e s .  See a l s o  Hensley t o  
C o l q u i t t ,  Marcy 21,  1910;  Crow t o  C o l q u i t t ,  March 24,  1906; Hulen t o  
C o l q u i t t ,  Apr i l  1,  1910;  Bass t o  C o l q u i t t ,  August  5,  1905;  and o t h e r
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Second,  and perhaps  more r e v e a l i n g ,  was e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s .  The 
1910 campaign w i l l  be used as  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  an a n a l y s i s .  In 1910 
C o l q u i t t  won in t w e n t y - f i v e  o f  T e x a s ' s  t h i r t y - o n e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  
The Houston Da i l y  Pos t  commented:
C o l q u i t t  ran f i r s t  in t w e n t y - f i v e  d i s t r i c t s  c a r r i e d  by him and 
ran  second in each o f  t h e  r ema in ing  s i x  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  c a r ­
r i e d  by h i s  opponen t s .  P o i n d e x t e r  r an  second in  t e n  d i s t r i c t s ;  
Johnson in s i x  and Davidson in n i n e .  P o i n d e x t e r  r an  t h i r d  in t en  
d i s t r i c t s ,  Johnson in  s e v e n t e en  and Davidson in t h r e e .  C o l q u i t t  
was no t  as low as t h i r d  in any d i s t r i c t .  P o i n d e x t e r  ran f o u r t h  in 
s i x  d i s t r i c t s ;  Johnson in  s i x  and Davidson in  e i g h t e e n .  C o l q u i t t  
d i d  no t  run as  low as f o u r t h  in any d i s t r i c t .
Of t h e  118 l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  C o l q u i t t  c a r r i e d  e i g h t y - f o u r .
Perhaps  more i l l u m i n a t i n g  was t h e  w e t - d r y  v o t e .  The Houston 
Da i ly  Pos t  i n d i c a t e d :
An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  v o t e  in t h e  d e mo cr a t i c  p r i m a r i e s  f o r  g o v e r ­
n o r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  "wet" o r  "dry"  c o u n t i e s  may be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t he  
r e a d e r .
Of t h e  c o u n t i e s  h o l d i n g  e l e c t i o n s  in t h e  r e c e n t  de mo cr a t i c  
p r i m a r i e s ,  150 o f  them a r e  e n t i r e l y  under  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t he  l o c a l  
o p t i o n  s t a t u t e .  There  were s e v e n t y - n i n e  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  may be t ermed 
p a r t l y  o r  who l ly  "wet" c o u n t i e s ,  most  o f  which c o n t a i n  p r e c i n c t s  
t h a t  a r e  under  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t he  l o c a l  o p t i o n  law.  An a n a l y s i s  
o f  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  v o t e ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  i s  as 
f o l l o w s .
Of t h e  150 t o t a l l y  "dry"  c o u n t i e s ,  C o l q u i t t  c a r r i e d  s e v e n t y -  
f i v e ,  o r  h a l f ,  P o i n d e x t e r  c a r r i e d  f i f t y - o n e ,  Johnson s ev e n t e en  and 
Davidson s even .  Of t he  s e v e n t y - f i v e  c o u n t i e s  c a r r i e d  by h i s  t h r e e  
o p p o n e n t s ,  C o l q u i t t  was second in f i f t y - f o u r  o f  them.
The v o t e  r e c e i v e d  by each o f  t h e  f o u r  l e a d i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  in 
t h e s e  150 c o u n t i e s  was as  f o l l o w s :
C o l q u i t t  7 1 , 21 5 ,  P o i n d e x t e r  5 9 , 400 ,  Johnson 51 , 54 5 ,  Davidson 
2 7 , 76 7 ,  showing a p l u r a l i t y  f o r  C o l q u i t t  o ve r  P o i n d e x t e r  in t h e s e  
150 "dry"  c o u n t i e s  o f  11,815 and 19,670 p l u r a l i t y  o v e r  Johnson.
Thi s  shows t h a t  C o l q u i t t  would have been nominated f o r  g ove r no r  by 
t he  c o u n t i e s  which a r e  t o t a l l y  " d r y , "  even i f  no e l e c t i o n  had been 
he ld  in  t h e  o t h e r  s e v e n t y - n i n e  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  h e ld  p r i m a r i e s .
[ I t a l i c s  n o t  in t h e  o r i g i n a l
l e t t e r s  o f  t h e s e  p e r i o d s ,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
Aus t in  A rc h iv e s .
204Houston Dai ly  P o s t , August 31, 1910, and September 1, 1910.
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F i n a l l y ,  an a n a l y s i s  o f  vo t e s  r e c e i v e d  by C o l q u i t t  in t he  coun­
t i e s  where he spoke w i l l  p ro v i de  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s  speak i ng  e f f e c t i v e -  
205n e s s .  In t h e  1910 campaign C o l q u i t t  spoke in  113 o f  Texas '  254 
c o u n t i e s .  He won in s e v e n t y - e i g h t  o f  t h e  113 c o u n t i e s ,  and l o s t  in 
t h i r t y - f i v e .  Of t he  t h i r t y - f i v e  c o u n t i e s  where he l o s t  he was second
Ofjr
in t h i r t y ,  t h i r d  in  f o u r ,  and f o u r t h  in one.  I t  seems r e a s o n a b l e ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  c onc l ude  t h a t  C o l q u i t t ' s  speak i ng  added s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  
t h e  t o t a l  impact  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c .
Thi s  c a p h t e r  has been concerned  wi th  t h e  speeches  Oscar  Branch 
C o l q u i t t  d e l i v e r e d  in  b e h a l f  o f  h i s  c and idacy  f o r  gove rnor  in 1905,
1910,  and 1912.  I t  has focus ed  on 1) h i s  speech p r e p a r a t i o n ,  2) h i s  
ma jo r  p r e m i s e s ,  3) h i s  l i n e s  o f  a rgument ,  4) h i s  use  o f  e v i d e n c e ,  5) 
h i s  use  o f  mot ive  a p p e a l s ,  and 6) h i s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  as a s p e a k e r .
205 The methodology o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  grouping  t h e  
towns in  which C o l q u i t t  spoke by c o u n t i e s .  Using t h e  o f f i c i a l  e l e c t i o n  
r e t u r n s  an o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  s ucc es s  o r  f a i l u r e  a t  t he  p o l l s  
in  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t i e s  was de t e r mi ned .
one
There  were f i v e  c a n d i d a t e s  in t he  Democrat ic  p r imary .
Chapter  7
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
This  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  a s t ud y  o f  Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i ­
cal  r h e t o r i c  in h i s  t h r e e  canvas se s  f o r  t h e  g o ve r n o r s h i p  o f  Texas in 
1906,  1910,  and 1912. I t  has emphasized t h e  T ex a n ' s  use  o f  i n v e n t i o n  
in  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  speeches  he d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .  A 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  background of  t he  s p e a k e r  and an overv iew o f  t he  
t h r e e  campaigns he was i n vo l ve d  in has added t o  t h e  scope o f  t h e  s t u d y .
C o l q u i t t  was born in  C am i l l a ,  G eo rg i a ,  on Decmeber 16,  1861,  
o f  a proud a n c e s t r y  d a t i n g  back t o  t h e  p r e - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  o f  
American h i s t o r y .  His f a mi l y  moved t o  Texas in 1878 where C o l q u i t t  
s p e n t  t h r e e  y e a r s  working as  a t e n a n t  f a rmer  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r .  Before  
e n t e r i n g  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p o l i t i c s  he worked a t  such menial  j o b s  as r a i l ­
road s t a t i o n  p o r t e r ,  l a t h e  t u r n e r  in a f u r n i t u r e  f a c t o r y ,  and a " p r i n t ­
e r ' s  d e v i l "  in a newspaper  o f f i c e .
While working f o r  t h e  newspaper ,  C o l q u i t t ' s  i n t e r e s t  in  j o u r n a l ­
ism g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  in h i s  e ve n t ua l  pu r c ha se  and c o n s o l i ­
d a t i o n  o f  t h e  T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  S t a r  and t h e  T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  Times i n t o  t he  
T e r r e l l  [Texas ]  T i m e s - S t a r . Thi s  v e n tu r e  proved t o  be f i n a n c i a l l y  r e ­
wa rd in g ,  b u t  C o l q u i t t  was no t  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  h i s  s t a t i o n  in  l i f e .  Con­
s e q u e n t l y ,  he began an independen t  s t udy  o f  law and was soon g r a n t e d  a 
l i c e n s e  and became a p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y .
A consuming i n t e r e s t  in p o l i t i c s ,  however ,  l e d  C o l q u i t t  t o  
abandon both h i s  newspaper  and law p r a c t i c e .  For t h e  r ema i nde r  o f  h i s
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l i f e  he was a lmo s t  c o n s t a n t l y  i nv o l ve d  in  some kind o f  ma j o r  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t y .  P u b l i c  o f f i c e s  h e ld  by C o l q u i t t  i n c l u d e d  Texas S t a t e  S e n a t o r ,  
R a i l r o a d  Co mm i s s i o n e r J  and Governor .
Co n s i de r i ng  h i s  l i m i t e d  formal  e d u c a t i o n ,  C o l q u i t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
ach i evement s  assume added s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  de t e r mi ne  
how much s c h o o l i n g  C o l q u i t t  had.  At b e s t  i t  was meager .  However,  h i s  
e f f o r t s  a t  s e l f - e d u c a t i o n  were s t r o n g  f o r c e s  in h i s  l i f e  and ea r ned  f o r  
him t he  l a b e l  o f  "a ' s e l f - m a d e '  man."^
C o l q u i t t ' s  formal  speech t r a i n i n g  was more meager  t han  h i s  o v e r ­
a l l  e d u c a t i o n .  The a v a i l a b l e  e v i denc e  p o i n t s  t o  t he  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  
e x p e r i e n c e  was h i s  speech  t e a c h e r .  His n a t u r a l  a b i l i t i e s ,  coup led  w i t h  
h i s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  t r a i n i n g ,  h i s  c a r e e r  as a l a wy er ,  h i s  s pea k i ng  in be ­
h a l f  o f  o t h e r  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  and h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  campaigns seemingly  
were t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  speech  e d u c a t i o n .
In s p i t e  o f  h i s  l a c k  o f  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  in communicat ion,  
C o l q u i t t  p l anned  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h r e e  v i g o r ou s  campaigns ,  u s ing  
s e v e r a l  s t r a t e g i e s  in a d d i t i o n  t o  o r a t o r y ,  t o  r e l a y  h i s  message t o  t h e
C o l q u i t t ' s  "work in r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  Texas t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
sys t em r e c e i v e d  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n . "  See Na t i ona l  Cylcopedia  o f  American 
Biography ,  Being t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t he  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  as  I l l u s t r a t e d  in  t he  
Lives  o f  t h e  Founders ,  B u i l d e r s ,  and Defenders  o f  t he  R e p u b l i c ,  and o f  
t h e  Men and Women Who a r e  Doing t h e  Work and Moulding t h e  Thoughts  o f  t h e  
P r e s e n t  Time, Vol .  XXXI (New York: James T. White and Company, 1945) ,  p.  
147. Fu r t h e r mo r e ,  "Governor  Hogg, who was t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
commission law,  s a i d  . . . 0.  B. C o l q u i t t  had given  more v i t a l i t y  t o  t h e  
law t han  any o t h e r  r a i l r o a d  commi s s i one r . "  See Frank W. J ohnson ,
Eugene C. Ba r k e r ,  and E r n e s t  Wi l l i am Wi nk l e r ,  e d s . ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  Texas 
and Texans ,  I I I  (Chicaqo:  The American H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1914) ,  P- 
1069.
2
George P o r t a l  Huckaby,  "Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t :  a P o l i t i c a l  
Biography"  ( u n p ub l i s he d  Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  
A u s t i n ,  1946) ,  p.  473.
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e l e c t o r a t e .  In t h e  1906,  1910,  and 1912 can va ss e s  he used c o r r e s p o n ­
dence ,  C o l q u i t t  C lubs ,  s p e a k e r s  in h i s  b e h a l f ,  and campaign l i t e r a t u r e  
t o  advance h i s  cand i dacy .  Through t h e s e  media C o l q u i t t ' s  views on 
i s s u e s  such as  l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  t a x a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  
p h y s i c a l  and mental  i l l n e s s ,  penal  r e fo rm,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r a t e s ,  c o t t o n  
p r i c e s ,  and l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  among o t h e r s ,  were  conveyed t o  t h e  
peop le  o f  Texas.  In a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  above v e h i c l e s ,  C o l q u i t t  used 
r h e t o r i c  as h i s  most  i m p o r t a n t  conveyer  o f  h i s  messages .  In t h e  t h r e e  
campaigns C o l q u i t t  d e l i v e r e d  ap p ro x i ma te ly  475 speeches  a l l  o ve r  t h e  
s t a t e .  While he d id  not  win in h i s  1906 b id  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p ,  t h a t  
campaign was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  h i s  v i c t o r i e s  in  1910 and 1912.
C o l q u i t t  s tumped t h e  s t a t e  in h i s  t h r e e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c an ­
v a s s e s ,  he e nc ou n t e re d  a v a r i e t y  o f  aud ien ce s  and o c c a s i o n s .  An i n ­
s i g h t  i n t o  t h e s e  two e l emen t s  o f  p u b l i c  speak i ng  was h e l p f u l  in  d e t e r ­
mining t h e  ove r  a l l  impac t  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p e r s u a s i o n .
The t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  in Texas from 1900 t o  1910 ranged  from 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  m i l l i o n  p e r s o n s .  The v o t e r s ,  t he  m a j o r i t y  
o f  whom were r u r a l  r a t h e r  t han  urban d w e l l e r s ,  formed f o u r  e t h n i c  
g roups .  The w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  was t he  l a r g e s t  g r oup ,  b l ack s  were t he  
n ex t  l a r g e s t  g roup ,  Mexicans were t h i r d ,  and i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  German, 
E n g l i s h ,  I r i s h ,  Swedish,  C ze chos l ova k i a n ,  P o l i s h ,  I t a l i a n ,  A u s t r i a n ,  
R u ss i a n ,  and Canadian e x t r a c t i o n  were f o u r t h .  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  m a n u f a c t u r ­
i n g ,  and pe t ro l eum were t h e  main economic s o u rc e s  f o r  t h e s e  p eo p l e .
During C o l q u i t t ' s  campaign t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  o f  major  
concern  t o  Texans.  These i n c l u d ed  e d u c a t i o n ,  penal  r e fo r m,  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  t he  m e n t a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  i l l ,  t he  c a r e  o f  t h e  C on f ed er a t e  s o l d i e r  
and h i s  w i f e ,  and p r o h i b i t i o n .
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R el i g i o n  was an i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  Texans.  
P r o t e s t a n t  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  denomi na t i ons  dominated t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ,  r e s u l t i n g  in t h e  n o r t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
be ing  l a b e l l e d  t he  "Bi b l e  B e l t . "  The most  numerous r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s  were 
t h e  M e t h o d i s t s ,  Roman C a t h o l i c s ,  D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s ,  B a p t i s t s ,  and 
P r e s b y t e r i a n s .
The o c c a s i on s  where C o l q u i t t  a d d r e s s e d  h i s  a ud i e nc e s  o f  f a r m e r s ,  
bus ines smen ,  r a n c h e r s ,  C o nf ed e r a t e  s o l d i e r s ,  Germans,  m e r c h a n t s ,  bank­
e r s ,  c l e r k s ,  l awyers  and p o l i t i c i a n s  were many and v a r i e d .  From t he  
bed o f  a hay wagon,  from a s t r e e t  c o r n e r  o r  from t h e  t o p  o f  a c a r ,  
C o l q u i t t  a dd r e s s ed  h i s  a u d i en c e .  More f r e q u e n t l y ,  however ,  he spoke in 
a c ou r t h o u s e  a u d i t o r i u m  o r  a l a r g e  h a l l .  A t y p i c a l  s pea k i ng  oc ca s i o n  
in c lu d e d  a r o u s i ng  r e c e p t i o n  when t h e  c a n d i d a t e  a r r i v e d  in  t h e  c i t y ,  a 
parade  t h rough  t he  c i t y  l e d  by a t  l e a s t  one marching band,  a r r i v a l  a t  a 
h o t e l  f o r  a s h o r t  r e s t ,  a n o t h e r  pa r ade  t o  t h e  spea k i n g  s i t e ,  an e l a b o ­
r a t e  program o f  p r e - s p e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s o n g s ,  band 
mus i c ,  f l . o r a l  o f f e r i n g s  and f rom one t o  t h r e e  e u l o g i s t i c  s peeches  o f  
i n t r o d u c t i o n .  Fol lowing t h e s e  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  t h e  s p e a k e r  o f t e n  r e c e i v e d  
a r o u s i ng  s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n .  I t  was in t h i s  a tmosphere  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  
p r e s e n t e d  h i s  arguments  t o  t he  masses .
As C o l q u i t t  t r a v e l e d  t h e  s t a t e  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  a rguments  he was 
o b v i o u s l y  aware o f  t h e  i mpor t ance  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  image.  I t  was 
t h rough  both  i n a r t i s t i c  and a r t i s t i c  means t h a t  he conveyed t h i s  image 
t o  h i s  aud ien ce .
Seve ra l  media were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  C o l q u i t t ' s  i n a r t i s t i c  image.  
His per formance  o f  d u t i e s  as a p u b l i c  s e r v a n t ,  b r ough t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  
a t t e n t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  by newspaper  a c c o u n t s ;  h i s  and o t h e r s '  c o r r e s p o n -
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dence ,  some o f  which was p u b l i s h e d  in newspaper s ;  and h i s  t h r e e  g ube r ­
n a t o r i a l  campaigns whe r e i n  h i s  image was shaped by C o l q u i t t  c l u b s ,  p r i ­
v a t e  and p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y ,  campaign l i t e r a t u r e ,  and newspaper  converage  
a l l  conveyed t h e  image o f  a s e l f - ma d e  man who was i n t e l l i g e n t ,  t r u s t ­
wor t hy ,  h o n e s t ,  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  c o nce rn e d ,  d i g n i f i e d ,  
humane,  and r e s p o n s i b l e - - i n  s h o r t ,  an i n d i v i d u a l  whose d i l i g e n c e  a l lowed 
him t o  g ive  up t h e  r e i n s  h i t c h e d  t o  h i s  h o r s e  in an Eas t  Texas c o t t o n  
f i e l d  and t a k e  up t he  r e i n s  o f  s t a t e  government  in  t h e  Go v e rn o r ' s  O f f i c e  
in A us t i n .
The a r t i s i t c  image which C o l q u i t t  p r o j e c t e d  t o  h i s  a ud i enc e  was 
an i m p o r t an t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t he  t o t a l  p e r s u a s i v e  impact  o f  h i s  
s pe e c he s .  E s t a b l i s h i n g  r a p p o r t  o r  an a tmosphere  o f  goodwi l l  wi th  h i s  
a u d i e n c e ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  knowledge,  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  
t r a i t s  were i n t e g r a l  e l emen t s  o f  h i s  e t h o s .
C o l q u i t t  used t h e  t e c h i n q u e s  o f  compl iment ing  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  
showing r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  Co n fe d e r a t e  s o l d i e r ,  and d e mo n s t r a t i n g  a genuine  
concern  f o r  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l  Texas c i t i z e n s  in promot ing goodwi l l  
Re f e r ences  t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r e c o r d ,  e l u c i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  in t h e  
campaigns ,  q u o t a t i o n s  from t h e  Texas c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  knowledge o f  Ameri­
can h i s t o r y ,  h i s  l i t e r a r y  q u o t a t i o n s ,  and q u o t a t i o n s  from pe r s ons  such 
as  John Wesley,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  and John C. Calhoun he lp  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
him as a knowledgeable  p e r so n .  Concerning h i s  c h a r a c t e r  C o l q u i t t ' s  
speeches  s u gg es t e d  t h a t  he was a " se l f - mad e "  man who p os s e s s e d  t r a i t s  
o f  h o n e s t y ,  c o u ra g e ,  m o r a l i t y ,  c o n ce r n ,  and h u m i l i t y .
In a d d i t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f a v o r a b l e  image,  C o l q u i t t ' s  
speeches  d emons t r a t ed  t h a t  t h e y  were c a r e f u l l y  p r e p a r e d .  As a youth  
C o l q u i t t  had a c q u i r e d  good r e a d i n g  h a b i t s  which remained wi t h  him f o r
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h i s  l i f e t i m e .  He used t h i s  a s s e t  a long  wi t h  o t h e r  t e c h n i q u e s  in p r e p a r ­
ing h i s  major  speeches .  Evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  r e l i e d  on 1) 
newspape r s ,  2) voluminous co r r e sp o nd en c e  s e e k i n g  f a c t s ,  f i g u r e s  and 
o p i n i o n s  from p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s ,  p e r s ona l  f r i e n d s  and t h e  gen­
e r a l  p u b l i c ,  3) in formal  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  and 4) spee ches  o f  h i s  opponent s  
in g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  h i s  s p e e c h e s .  In p r e p a r i n g  an a d d r e s s  
C o l q u i t t  t ook  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  a ud i enc e  and t h e  o c c a s i o n  where t h e  
speech would be d e l i v e r e d .  A f t e r  co mp l e t i n g  a m a n u s c r i p t  copy o f  a ma­
j o r  s pe e c h ,  he o f t e n  s e n t  i t  t o  s e v e r a l  p romi nen t  Texans f o r  a p p r a i s a l .
The a rgumen t a t ion  in C o l q u i t t ' s  r h e t o r i c  was based  on t h r e e  
major  p r em i s es .  F i r s t ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was t he  
b e s t  t ype  o f  government .  Second,  he b e l i e v e d  in " l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t , "  a 
co nce p t  which i nvo l ved  a r e d u c t i o n  in t he  pa s sage  o f  u n n e c e s sa r y  laws 
which r e t a r d e d  t he  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  peop le  and promoted p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e .  
T h i r d ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  government  shou ld  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  bene­
f i t  o f  a l l  t he  peop l e .
From t h e s e  t h r e e  p remises  sprang  C o l q u i t t ' s  major  a rgument s .
He con tended  t h a t  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was t h e  most  d e s i r a b l e  form o f  
government  because  i t  had deep r o o t e d  t r a d i t i o n s ,  was t h e  s a f e s t  form o f  
government ,  and was a l s o  t he  f a i r e s t  form o f  government .  He m a i n t a i n e d  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  p o l i c i e s  such as  p r o h i b i t i o n  and t h e  c once p t  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  
and r e fe rendum pose s e r i o u s  t h r e a t s  t o  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  F u r t h e r ­
more,  C o l q u i t t  a rgued  t h a t  t he  peop le  o f  Texas need " l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t "  
from e x c e s s i v e  r e s t r i c t i v e  laws.  F i n a l l y ,  C o l q u i t t  was p e r s uaded  t h a t  
government  shou ld  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  t h e  peop le  
because  governmental  power i s  a g i f t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  government  shou ld  be 
based on a sound economic f o u n d a t i o n ,  government  shou l d  be based  on an
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h o ne s t  f o u n d a t i o n ,  some governmental  programs b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p l e ,  and 
some governmental  p o l i c i e s  a r e  harmful  t o  t h e  p eop l e .
To back up h i s  a r gumen t s ,  C o l q u i t t  used a v a r i e t y  o f  e v i de nc e .
He r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on s t a t i s t i c s  and s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s ,  bu t  a l s o  i n c o r ­
p o r a t e d  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  l i t e r a l  and f i g u r a t i v e  a n a l o g y ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  t e s ­
t i mony ,  l i t e r a r y  q u o t a t i o n ,  and r e s t a t e m e n t .  Some o f  t h e s e  forms o f  
s u p p o r t  were used t o  c l a r i f y  i d e a s ,  bu t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  were used f o r  p r o o f  
o f  a rgument s .
C o l q u i t t  d id  no t  l i m i t  h i s  a p p e a l s  t o  l o g i c a l  and e t h i c a l  ones .  
He a l s o  used emot iona l  a p p e a l s  t o  some e x t e n t .  Contempt o r  d i s g u s t ,  
b e n e f i t s  and s a t i s f a c t i o n s  t o  o t h e r s ,  f e a r ,  and p r i d e  were h i s  f a v o r i t e  
mot ive  a p p e a l s .  C o l q u i t t ' s  r h e t o r i c ,  t h e n ,  was a b l end  o f  l o g i c a l ,  
e t h i c a l ,  and emot iona l  p r o o f s .
C o l q u i t t ' s  cogn i za nc e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  au d i en c es  and s p e a k ­
ing  o c c a s i o n s ,  h i s  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  a p o s i t i v e  image,  h i s  speech p r e p a r a ­
t i o n ,  h i s  development  o f  l o g i c a l  a rg u me n t s ,  and h i s  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  
mot ive  a p p e a l s  r e s u l t e d  in a p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c  t h a t  was e f f e c t i v e  in 
g a r n e r i n g  t h e  v o t e  t h a t  t h e  Texan so doggedly  s ough t .  While such f a c ­
t o r s  as  f a v o r a b l e  immediate  r e sp o n s e  t o  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  l a u d a t o r y  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n s  o f  h i s  speeches  by t he  p r e s s ,  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  draw and hold  a u d i ­
e n c e s ,  and h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  as  a s p e a k e r  were i n d i c a t i v e  o f  h i s  s peak i ng  
a b i l i t i e s ,  h i s  s u c c e s s  a t  t h e  p o l l s  was t he  most  meaningful  index o f  h i s  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  as  a s p e a k e r .
Before  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  impact  o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  in 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a ,  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  s t u d y i n g  a 
s t a t e  f i g u r e  might  be a p p r o p r i a t e .  I f  t h i s  s t u d y  has added t o  t h e  f i e l d  
o f  r e s e a r c h  in r h e t o r i c  and p u b l i c  a d d r e s s ,  i t s  main c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  t h a t
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i t  d em o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s pe a k e r s  and groups  o f  s pe a k e r s  who spoke 
a b un d a n t l y  and whose speak i ng  was c o nf i n ed  t o  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  This  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s t a t e  s pe a k e r s  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  s o u rc e s  f o r  t h e s i s  and d i s ­
s e r t a t i o n  r e s e a r c h .  Texas a l on e  p r o v i d e s  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  They 
i n c l u d e :
1. E. J .  Da v i s ,  Republ i can  Governor  o f  Texas ,  1870-74.
2. J .  F. " Jake"  Wol te rs  S e n a t o r i a l  Campaign.
3. The R h e t o r i c  o f  "Ba i l ey i sm"  in Texas.
4. Morr i s  Sheppard S e n a t o r i a l  Campaign.
5. Female Speaker s  f o r  P r o h i b i t i o n  in 1911.
6.  Female Speaker s  a g a i n s t  P r o h i b i t i o n  in 1911
7. Male Speaker s  f o r  P r o h i b i t i o n .
8.  Male Speaker s  a g a i n s t  P r o h i b i t i o n .
9. Oscar  Branch C o l q u i t t ' s  Speaking wh i l e  a Member o f  t h e  R a i l ­
road Commission.
10. Judge Wi l l i am F. Ramsey' s  P o l i t i c a l  Speaking in t h e  Guber­
n a t o r i a l  Campaign o f  1912.
11. P o l i t i c a l  R h e t o r i c  o f  any Number o f  S e l e c t e d  G u be r n a t o r i a l  
Can d i d a t e s .
12.  Speaker s  in Beh a l f  o f  t he  Candidacy o f  Othe r  P o l i t i c i a n s .
In d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  impact  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  s p ea k e r  on t he  l i v e s  o f  
t h e  peop le  he e n c o u n t e r ed  evokes  two q u e s t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  what  were t h e  
mot ives  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ?  Second,  were t h e  mot ives  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r  com­
mendable?
Determining  C o l q u i t t ' s  mot ives  i s  a s imple  p r o c e s s .  All  e v i ­
dence p o i n t s  t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  was an a mb i t i ou s  i n d i v i d u a l  
whose main goal  was t o  hold  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  Some char ge  he was o v e r l y  
a m b i t i o u s ,  bu t  even i f  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were t r u e ,  t he  consequences  
o f  h i s  a mb i t i o n s  n u l l i f y  any major  n e g a t i v e  o v e r t o n e s .  His r e c o r d  as
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gove rnor  c o r r o b o r a t e s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  no t  on ly  p r o ­
vided  him t h e  means t o  s a t i s f y  h i s  p e r s on a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  bu t  t o  s e r v e  
t he  peop le  as  w e l 1.
A second q u e s t i o n  a d d r e s s e d  t he  i s s u e  o f  how commendable were 
C o l q u i t t ' s  mo t i ve s .  There  can be no d e n i a l  t h a t  some o f  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n  
was o f  a p e r s o n a l ,  and pe rhaps  s e l f i s h ,  n a t u r e .  Ov e r r i d i n g  e v i d e n c e ,  
however ,  p o i n t s  t o  h i s  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  h o n e s t y ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  h i s
e f f o r t s  were p r i m a r i l y  m o t i v a t e d  by h i s  d e s i r e  t o  he lp  t he  people  and
3
not  f o r  s e l f - g l o r i f i c a t i o n .
A p pr a i s i ng  C o l q u i t t  from a n o t h e r  p o i n t  o f  view r a i s e s  t he  ques ­
t i o n  o f  t he  G ov e rn or ' s  p l a c e  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Texas .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
C o l q u i t t  has no t  made a s i g n i f i c a n t  i mp r es s i o n  on Texas h i s t o r i a n s .
4
Although he was l a b e l l e d  one o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a b l e s t  g o v e r no r s ,  h i s t o r y  
has no t  been kind t o  him. Huckaby s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t he  major  r eason  f o r  
C o l q u i t t ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  was a m i s u n d e r s t a nd i n g  of  
C o l q u i t t ' s  views on p r o h i b i t i o n ,  an i s s u e  which dominated h i s  p o l i t i c a l
3
A t y p i c a l  example o f  C o l q u i t t ' s  p u t t i n g  t h e  people  b e f o r e  
pe r s ona l  ga in  was h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward p r o h i b i t i o n  and t he  t h r e a t  i t  
posed t o  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  C l a ren c e  Ous l ey ,  a long t ime f r i e n d  
and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  F o r t  Worth Rec or d , a d v i s e d  C o l q u i t t  t o  m a i n t a in  a 
low p r o f i l e  in t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  m a t t e r .  He s ug g es t e d  t h a t  C o l q u i t t  make 
one a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n  speech  and t hen  s t e p  in  t he  background.  C o l q u i t t ,  
however ,  d id  no t  t a k e  h i s  f r i e n d ' s  a d v i c e .  Throughout  t h e  1910 g ub e r ­
n a t o r i a l  campaign C o l q u i t t  had r e p e a t e d l y  announced t h a t  i f  a p r o h i b i ­
t i o n  amendment were s u b mi t t e d  he would s t r o n g l y  oppose i t .  Thus,  in 
r e s pons e  t o  O u s l e y ' s  a d v i s e ,  C o l q u i t t  p r o c l a i me d ,  "I  have no ambi t i on  
t o  be Governor  o f  Texas l o n g e r  t han  two y e a r s ,  b u t  I am w i l l i n g  t o  d i e  
p o l i t i c a l l y  i f  need be ,  and I a c c e p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  t h o s e  who would 
d e s t r o y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government  by d e f e a t i n g  me f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n ,  and I 
s h a l l  meet  them a t  Phi H i  p i . "  See l e t t e r  from C o l q u i t t  t o  Ous l ey ,
May 15,  1911,  O f f i c i a l  C o l q u i t t  L e t t e r s ,  Texas S t a t e  L i b r a r y  a t  A u s t i n .
4
James T. DeShield, They Sat  in High P laces :  the  P re s id e n t s  and
Governors o f  Texas (San Antonio,  Texas: Naylor Company, 1940), p. 408.
See a l so  Huckaby, p. i v ,  and Johnson, Barker ,  and Winkler ,  p. 1068.
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l i f e .  In 1946 Huckaby o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t ime would s o f t e n
and o b l i t e r a t e  " th e  memories o f  t he  f i e r c e  an t agoni sms  . . . [ and]
C o l q u i t t  w i l l  be a ccorded  a much h i g h e r  p l a ce  in t he  h i s t o r y  o f
Texas . . . . Upon C o l q u i t t ' s  de a t h  h i s  p e r e n n i a l  enemy, t he  Da l l as
Morning News, commented:
Newspapers d i g g i n g  i n t o  t he  r e f e r e n c e  books t o  r e f r e s h  memory on 
t h e  C o l q u i t t  c a r e e r  a r e  impressed  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  
need o f  r e w r i t i n g  Texas h i s t o r y  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  Texas o f  today  w i t h ­
o u t  i g n o r i n g  t he  g l o r i e s  o f  c o l o n i a l  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Texas on 
which h i s t o r i a n s  l ove  t o  d w e l l . ?
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , h i s t o r y  books have no t  been r e w r i t t e n .  They g ive  only
s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  C o l q u i t t ' s  r o l e  in t he  development  and p r o g r e s s  o f
8Texas.  There  i s  no e v i d e nc e  which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be changed 
in t h e  f u t u r e .
Al though C o l q u i t t  d i d  not  make a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  im­
p a c t  on Texas h i s t o r y ,  he seemingly  made a p o s i t i v e  i mpr es s i on  on the
5
Huckaby,  p. i v .
g
Huckaby,  p. i v .
^Da l l a s  Morning News, March 9 ,  1940.
8See Chap t e r  1,  pp.  5 -6 .  The most  generous  Texas h i s t o r i a n  was 
Ralph Wright  S t een  who d i s c u s s e d  C o l q u i t t ' s  r o l e  in Texas h i s t o r y  in 
t h r e e  and o n e - h a l f  pages  in  1939,  two and o n e - h a l f  pages in 1942,  and 
f i v e  pages  in 1948. See Ralph Wright  S t e e n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  Texas ( Au s t i n ,  
Texas :  The Steck  Company, 1939) ,  pp.  381-85;  Texas:  a S t o r y  o f  P r ogres s  
( A u s t i n , T e x a s : The S teck  Company, 1942) ,  pp.  407-10;  and The Texas 
S t o r y  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas :  The S t eck  Company, 1948) ,  pp.  318-23.  H i s t o r i a n  
Ruper t  Norval  R ic ha r ds on ,  devoted  two and o n e - h a l f  pages  t o  C o l q u i t t  in 
1943 and t h e  same number o f  pages  in t he  second e d i t i o n  o f  h i s  book.
See Ruper t  Norval  R ic ha r ds on ,  Texas:  The Lone S t a r  S t a t e  (New York: 
P r e n t i c e - H a l 1,  I n c . ,  1943,  1948) ,  pp.  286-89 ( 1 s t  e d i t i o n )  and pp.
378-80 (2nd e d i t i o n ) .  Seth S. McKay and Odie B. Faulk gave C o l q u i t t  
f o u r  p a r ag r ap h s  and ment ioned h i s  name in two s e n t e n c e s .  Thi s  same book 
devo ted  f i f t y - t h r e e  pages  o f  James E. Ferguson who was C o l q u i t t ' s  s uc ­
c e s s o r  in o f f i c e .  See Se th  S. McKay and Odie B. Fau lk ,  Texas A f t e r  
S p i n d l e t o p  ( A u s t i n ,  Texas:  S t eck-Vauqhn , 1965) ,  pp.  17,  24 ,  25 ,  32,  43,  
140.
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Texas e l e c t o r a t e  t h a t  he e nc ou n t e re d  in t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  He
was indeed a m b i t i o u s .  He was de t e r mi ned  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  be ing  s t u b b o r n .
He was h o n e s t ,  n o t  on l y  in h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  bu t  in
p e r s o na l  m a t t e r s  as  w e l l .  He was so h on es t  in f a c t  t h a t  when he l e f t
9t h e  G ov e rn o r ' s  O f f i c e  he was h e a v i l y  in d e b t .  He was p r a g ma t i c .  He 
was an a s t u t e  p o l i t i c i a n .  His r h e t o r i c  was no t  e l o q u e n t ,  b u t  i t  s e r ve d  
him w e l l .  I t s  p l a i n n e s s  had an appeal  t h a t  c a p t u r e d  t he  c o n s c i e n ce  o f  
t h e  crowd.  He was c ou r ageous .  He f r a n k l y  s t a t e d  h i s  o p i n i o n s  w i t h o u t  
r e g a r d  f o r  h i s  p e r s ona l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  p o p u l a r i t y .  He was,  above a l l ,  a 
s e l f - m a d e  man who used h i s  n a t i v e  a b i l i t i e s ,  no t  only  t o  do b ig  t h i n g s  
bu t  t o  do them w e l 1.
9
When asked i f  he p l anned  t o  run f o r  a t h i r d  t e rm he r e p l i e d  
t h a t  t o  do so would r e s u l t  in even h e a v i e r  pe r s on a l  d e b t s .  See l e t t e r  
f rom C o l q u i t t  t o  Wi l l i a ms ,  Februa ry  20,  1914,  C o l q u i t t  P a p e r s ,  Un i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t in  A rc h i ve s .
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APPENDIX A. Campaign Speaking Dates ,  1906.
May
12 McKinney
15 I t a s c a
22 Van A ls ty n e









2 F i e l d  Creek
3 Bel ton  
Temple
J a c k s o n v i l l e
Troupe
T y l e r
6 L in d a le  
Mineola 
Grand S a l i n e
7 A t l a n t a  
Linden
8 C l a r k s v i l l e  
DeKal b
New Boston
9 Honey Grove 
P a r i s
12 Denton 
Aubrey 
P i l o t  P o in t  
P o t t s b o r o
13 G a i n e s v i l l e  




Van A ls ty n e
15 Bonham 
B e l l s
W hi tewr igh t  
G r e e n v i l i e
16 S u lp h u r  S p r ings  
Wolfe C i ty  
C e l e s t e
20 Eagle  Lake
H a l l e t s v i l l e
F l a t o n i a
Yoakum
L iv in g s to n
G ol iad
B e e v i l l e
Cedar Creek
B as t rop
Cisco
S u m e rv i l i e
Sea ly
Thorndale
T a y lo r
E a s t l a n d
Rio V i s t a
C leburne
View







A us t in
H i l l s b o r o
Covington
Rockwal1
I t a l y
H u n t s v i l i e
Waxahachie
Garland








C en te r





C a l v e r t
Waco
D a l la s
Ladonia
F a r m e r s v i l i e
Commerce
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25 H u n t s v i l l e
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APPENDIX B. Campaign Speaking Dates ,  1910.
March
17 W ich i ta  F a l l s
18 Vernon 
D eca tu r
19 S a i n t  Jo 
G a i n e s v i l l e  
Myra
V a l ley  View
24 Cooper




C h i l l i c o t h e
A pr i l
1 C h i l d r e s s  
Paducah
2 Quanah
4 D eca tu r
5 Grandbury 
Dublin
6 S t e p h e n v i l l e
7 Comanche
8 Brownwood
9 Bowi e 
Nocona
11 Alvardo




21 H i l l s b o r o  




P i l o t  P o in t
25 W ea the r fo rd  
A r l in g t o n  
G o ld thw a i te




S ta n to n  
Big Sp r in g
28 Hamlin 
Sweetwater




B a l l i n g e r  
Mi l e s
San Angelo
Bronte
San ta  Anna
Coleman
A b i lene
Brady




B e l l v i l l e
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g
Dayton
L i b e r t y
Beaumont
Orange




L o t t
Rosebud




K e r r v i l i e




S m i t h v i l i e
Giddings
S h in e r
Cureo
Nordheim





G a lves ton
Navasota
Bryan




Palo  P in to
Bonham









J ac k sb o ro
B r id g e p o r t
C en te r
Timpson




L iv in g s to n
Conroe
H u n t s v i l l e
C r o c k e t t
P a l e s t i n e
E l k h a r t




V i c t o r i a
B e e v i l i e
Go! iad
Corpus C h r i s t i












C o rs ica n a  






5 Big Sandy 
T y l e r7 M er id ian









Van A ls ty n e
12 Winnboro 
S u lp h u r  S p r in g s
13 Mt. P l e a s a n t
Texarkana
P i t t s b u r g
14 DeKalb 
C l a r k s v i l i e  
Honey Grove
15 Grand P r a r i e
16 P a r i s
F a r m e r s v i l l e
Roxton
Blossom
18 F o r t  Worth 
G rapev ine
19 Wyl i e  
McKinney
20 L a n c a s t e r
D a l l a s
21 Royse C i ty  
G r e e n v i l i e  
C e l e s t e
22 Wolfe C i ty  
Cooper 
T e r r e l  1





30 Floydada  
Tul i a 




S la y to n





4 A b i lene  
Merkel








Wei 1in g to n  






17 G u th r i e  
Knox C i ty  
Haskel l
18 C h i l i c o t h e  
Odell
20 D a l l a s
25 G a lves ton
27 Brenham
28 S an ta  Anna 
Coleman 
B a l l i n g e r
29 San Angelo 
Ovalo 
Bronte













7 S t e p h e n v i l i e  
Grandbury
8 W eatherfo rd
11 Conroe
McDonald
12 C r o c k e t t
Lovelady
13 Lufkin  
Groveton 
Apple S p r in g s
14 Timpson
C en te r
Nacogdoches
15 Gilmer
Mt. P l e a s a n t  
P i t t s b u r g
17 Stamford  
Hamli n 
Anson
18 T a y lo r  
Seymour 
W ich i ta  F a l l s
19 H e n r i e t t a  
A rcher  C i ty  
Newcastle
20 D a l l a s
Norse





Hi l l s b o r o  
Blum 
Nocona 
B r id g e p o r t
22 Whitesboro  
Van A ls ty n e  
Tioga
24 Georgetown
T a y lo r
Cl i f t o n
McGregor














E l k h a r t
P a l e s t i n e
T y l e r
Athens
Kerens
C o rs ica n a
Hubbard C t iy







G r e e n v i l i e
F a r m e r s v i l l e
I t a l y
Waxahachie
F e r r i s
Ennis





Van A ls ty n e
W hi tewr igh t
B e l l s




Dodd C i ty
Blossom
C l a r k e s v i l l e
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13




D a l l a s
A u s t in
16
C e l in a  
Gonzales
17
Lockhar t  
Lu l ing
Buckners  Orphans'  Home
18
Mesquite  
Gar land  
Richardson  
C a r r o l l t o n  




Wolfe C i ty
20 P a r i s
23 Denton




W i l l s  P o in t
Grand S a l i n e  
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VITA
Denci l  R. T a y l o r ,  t h e  son o f  t h e  l a t e  Mr. and Mrs. Lee T a y lo r ,  
was born in Rover ,  A rk a n sa s ,  December 8 ,  1934. He was e d u c a te d  in th e  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  r e c e i v i n g  h i s  B ac h e lo r  o f  A r t s  in  1956 
and h i s  M as te r  o f  A r t s  in  Educa t ion  in  1962 a t  N or thw es te rn  [ L o u i s i a n a ]  
S t a t e  C o l l e g e .  He has  t a u g h t  speech  and drama and d i r e c t e d  f o r e n s i c s  
in p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s eco n d a ry  s c h o o l s  in  L o u i s i a n a .  On th e  c o l l e g e  
l e v e l  he has t a u g h t  speech  and d i r e c t e d  f o r e n s i c s  a t  F l o r i d a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and Midwestern S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
in W ich i ta  F a l l s ,  Texas .  For f o u r  summers he was on th e  f a c u l t y  o f  the  
L o u i s i a n a  G o v e rn o r ' s  Summer Program f o r  G i f t e d  C h i l d r e n .  He i s  m a r r ied  
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